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AD  VERTI  SEMEN  T; 


THE  Author  of  the  following    Letters, 
during  the  fpace  of  four  years  that  he 
pafled  in  Ruffia,  had  opportunities  of  bbferv- 
ing  many  circumftances  that  appeared  to  him 
remarkable  in  the  tnanners^of  the  Ruffians  ; 
and  of  knowing  fome  particulars,  that  feemed 
to  him  interefting  in  the  charadtcrs  of  emi- 
nent petfons.     He  does  riot  pretend,  how- 
ever,  to  have  compifed  a  complete  Account  of 
the   Ruffian   Empire.     He  has  only    men- 
tioned fuch  fadts  as  he  had  occafion  to  wit- 
nefs ;  or  fuch  as  had  been  communicated  to 
him  by  perfons  on  whofe  information  he  could 
depend:    and   for   this   reafon,  as   the  term 
Anecdote  may  perhaps  apply  to  a  nation  in 
general,  no  lefs  than  to  individuals,  he  has 
entitled  his    Work   Anecdotes. -^Chiefly 
folicitou?  of  conveying  fuch  information  as 
might  be  ufeful  or  amufing  to  his  Readers, 
be  has  kept  every  thing  refpeding  himfelf  as 
(iRUclt  out  of  view  as  poffible ;  and  this  mud 
A  4  accoui^t 
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account  for  abruptnefs  in  fomcof  the  Letters; 
and  for  his  prefenting  others  in  the  form  of 
Extracts.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Reader 
may  probably  remark,  that  feveral  of  the  fol- 
lowing Letters  have  littte  relation  either  to  the 
manners  of  the  Ruffians,  or  to  the  charaders 
of  eminent  -cotemporariep.  .  Some  of  them 
contain  enquiries  fuggefteid  to  the  Author,  or 
his  Correfpondents,  concerning  fads  or  events 
which  he  took  occafion  to  mention.  Othera 
have  a  connexion  ftill  more  remote;  and 
are  fcarcely  any  otherwife  related  to  his  fub- 
je^,  than  that  they  were  written  during  the 
time -he  remained  in  Ruffia.  It  is  hoped^ 
however,  that,  in  a  Publication  in  which  a 
very  clofe  ipethod  19  not  propofed,  the  flight 
connedion  between  thofe  Letters,  and  the 
profeffed  defign  oif  the  Volume,  will  not  be 
coi^Gdered  as  a  great  defed# 
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LETTER       i. 

journal  of  a  Voyage  from  England  /* 
5/.  PctcrJburgL 

BE  AR  SIR,  St;  Petcriburgh,  Aug;  i6,  1768. 

I  HAVE  the  plcafure  of  iiiforming  you 
of  my  arrival  in  Ruffia.  The  paffagc 
was  expeditious;  but  not  intirely  without 
ibme  hakard :  and  the  following  Journal  of' 
the  Voyage^  in  which,  however,  I  have  only 
marked  thofe  day^  when  any  thing  particular 
occurred,  maty  perhaps  afford  you  fome 
amufement. .  Nor  fhall  I  harafs  you  with 
larboard  and  Jiarboard^    and  fore  and  afi^ 

B  We 
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We  arc  neither  of  us  feamen;  why,  there- 
fore, fliould  I  trouble  ekher  you  or  myfelf 
with  the  afFedation  of  naval  terms  f 

Auguft  2.  I  embarked,  la  the  erening, 
along  with  Lord  C.  *  and  his  family,  on 
board  the  Tweed  Frigate  at  the  Nore. 

Auguft  3.  Early  in  the  morning  the  vet- 
fel  was  under  fail.  The  wind  very  favour- 
able. The  Tweed  carries  thirty-two  guns; 
and,  including  forty  marines,  her  full  com- 
plement of  men  is  twa  hundred  and  twenty. 

Auguft  6r  Very  ftpfmy.  Th-e  weather^ 
hitherto,  had  been  remarkably  pleafant*  This 
day  we  entered  the  Categate* 

Auguft  7.  The  weather  fine,  and  the  wind 
favourable.      We  fatied  along  the  coaft  of 

Zealand. Nothing  of  the  kind  could  be 

more  delightful  than  the  verdure  and  variety 
of  hill  and  dale,  difplayed  m  that  beautiful' 
iiland*  In  the  afternoon  we  pafled  a  fmall 
palace  belonging  to  the  King  of  Denmark. 

•  His  Lordfliip  was  appointed  Ambaffadoc  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipote^dary  to  Ae  Empiffi  of  lUiflia^ 

It 
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It  IS  diftant  about  two  miles  from  Elfinorc  j 
is  flat-roofed ;  has  twelve  windows  in  front, 
und  is  built,  as  I  was  told,  on  the  very. place 
formerly  occupied  by  the  palace  of  HamletV 
feithen  In  an  adjoining  garden,  the  very 
fpot  is  fhewn  where  that  Prince  was  faid  to 
have  been  poifoned. — ^We  came  to  anchor  in 
.  the  evening,  In  the  Sound,  between  the  oppo- 
fite  fortrefles  of  Elfinore  and  Helfmgburgh. 

Auguft  8.     Remained  at  Elfinore. 

,  This  town  ftands  upon  a  fmall  bay :  it  con- 
tains about  five  thoufand  inhabitants;  com- 
mands the  Sound  j  and  was  formerly  the  place 
of  refidence  of  the  Danifh   Princes.      The 
ftreets  ar«  narrow,  and  ill-paved :  the  houfes 
Are  of  brick  or  wood,  and  are  covered  with 
tiles.     The  caftlo  ftands  on   the  weft  point 
of  the  bay:    it  is   fortified   with  works  of 
earth,    on  which  are   mounted  three  hun- 
dred and  fixty-five  pifeccs  of  cannon  j  and  the 
fubterranean  apartments  are  faid  to  be  fo  very 
fpacious,  as  to  b^  capable  of  containing  more 
than  a.  regiment  of  men.     la  other  rclpe£ts, 
tfec  caftle  itfelf  feems  to  be  a  jplace  of  very 
littlfe  def(?nce:  it  U  a  fquare*  edifice,  built  of 
-  -  B  2  free- 
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frce-ftone  brought  from  the  coaft  of  Sweden  j 
and  is  fb  adorned  with  fpires,  as  at  a  diflance 
to  refemblqi  a  church.     TTie  rooms  are  lofty  *, 
3md  contain  many  coarfe  hiftorical  pidures, 
relating  chiefly  to  the  wars  of  Denmvk.-r-Thc 
altar-piece^  in  the  great  church  of  Elfmore> 
h  alfo  fhewn  as  a  curiofity.     It  is  madje  of 
oak,  very  richly  gilt  and  carved  ;    and  the 
figures,  in  different  groups,  reprefent  the  hif- 
tory  of  our  Saviour. — The  Sound,    at  this 
place,  is  about  three  miles  l^oad;  and  the 
toll,   levied  from  merchant   fliips,    was  firft 
impofed  to  defray  the  expence  of  light-houfes 
erefted  along  the  coaft  by  the  King  of  Den- 
mark.— The  foil  in  Zealand,  though  the  fear 
coaft  appears  very  beautiful,  is  light,  iand;^;, 
and  not  very  fruitful.     The ,  grain  it.  producea 
is  chiefly  rye ;  and  any  cattle  I  faw  were  re-^. 
markably  j&nall.     The  carriages^  in  which  the 
inhabitants  carry  turf  for  fewel^  and  other  nc- 
ceflTaries,  are  drawn  by  horfes,  go  upon  four 
little  wheels,,  arenarrpw^,  and havetbeir  fides, 
wattled. 

The  opening  of  the  Sounds  aiid^  tlie  fitua- 
of  the  Tweed  this  evening,  4ifplaye4  a  yvy 
beautiful  landfkip.     The  view  to  the  eaft  .was* 

bounded 
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bounded  by  the  ifle  of  Ween,  formerly  the 
refidence  of  Tycho  Brahe.  This  little  ifland  is 
of  a  circular  form:  the  fhore  is  higher  than  the 
neighbouring  coail  of  Zealand;  and  even 
higher  at  that  particular  place  than  the  coaft  of 
Sweden.  We  wete  juft  able  to  diftinguilh  its 
agreeable  verdure,  and  to  difcem  the  (pires  of 
Copenhagen,  which  feemed  very  near  it. 
Tfie  fea-coaft  from  Elfmote  to  Copenhagen^ 
finely  diverfified  with  cornfields,  meadows, 
woods,  little  hills,  and  fummer-palaces  be- 
longing to  the  King  and  the  Nobility,  was 
happily  contrafted  by  the  black  rocks  on  tht 
oppofite  and  mountainous  coaft  of  Swedeiu 
The  fea  was  quite  fmooth ;  and  the  caftles  of 
Elfinore  and  Helfingburgh,  with  the  numer*- 
ous  veffels  that  lay  at  anchor,  and  all  the 
other  circumftances  of  the  fcene,  were  em- 
beHiflied  by  a  glorious  fetting  fun^  whofe 
rays  were  refleft'Cd  fiom  a  multitude  of  glided 
clouds. 

The  only  difagreeable  circinnftance  I  met 
with  here,  was  a  whifpered  account  of  the 
royal  family*  I  am  afraid  you  will  foon  hear 
of  "  fomethiflg  rotten  in  the  ftate  of  Den-^ 
>'  nxark.'' 

B  3  Aujjuit 
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'Aiiguftij*^  Wc  pafled  the  ifland  of  BoriH 
holniA  The  coaft  appeared  high,  without 
wood  or  cornfields ;  but  covered  with  verdure* 
The  weather: fine. 

Auguft  lo*  We  failed  along  the  coaft  of 
Gothland,  a  very  beautiful  ifland,-  Thelandrifes 
gently  towards  the  middlp^  The  country  ap** 
pcared  fertile  and  woody^  and,  from  the  num- 
ber of  fpires  and  houfes,  and  from  the  vaft 
fwarm  of  fifliing-boats  which  came  around  us 
in  the  evening,  it  feemed  very  populous^  Tha 
number  of  iflands.  in  the  Baltic,  difplaying  a 
variety  of  diflferent  appearances  conftantly  fhift» 
ing,  and  fucceeding  one  another,  renders  the 
navigation  of  that  fea,  in  fummer  or  autvnnn, 
rexnarkably  agreeable, 

.  Auguft  II.  A  very  ftormy  day.  AtnoOn 
we  came  i^.fight  of  Dago,  an  uncouth,  black, 
and  difagreeable  ifland  j  the  firft  fpecimen  of 
the  Ruflian  dominions.  At  night  we  left  the 
Baltic,  aftd  entered  the  gulf  of  Finland, 

.  Auguft  13*  A  fine  day.  The  fea  perfedly 
imooth*  We  paffed; Revel  in  the  morning; 
ftjid  as  the  evening  was  uncommonly  plea- 

f^nt^ 
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^fetit,  for  the  light  continued  witlj  ii$  longer 
than  in  more  fouthcrn  latitndes,  we  remained 
upon  deck  till  paft  eleven  at  night.  Our 
voyage,  which  hitherto  had  been  fpcedy  and 
agreeable,  was  near  an  end ;  and  we  retired^ 
in  perfect  fecurity,  to  our  cabins. 

'  Auguft  13.     At  one  oVlock  in  the  mom-? 
ing  an  alarm  was  given.     The  fliip  had  flruck 
on  a  rock.     All  upon  deck  w^s  tumult:  all 
Ibelow  conftemation.     Expefting  every  mo^ 
ment  that  the  fhip-boats  would  be  lent  off 
Svith  the  paffengers,  we  held  ourfelves  in  rea- 
dinefs  for  that  event.     The  morning  was  per- 
feftly  calm ;  and  the  fea  fmooth  as  a  mirror. 
Thefe  circumftances  were  peculiarly  favour- 
able ;  for  the  leaft  gale  of  wind  would  have 
daftied  the  veffel  in  pieces.     To  the  north- 
eaft,  within  two  or  three  miles  of  U8,  lay  fome 
little  iflands;   and  to  the  north-weft  was  a 
beacon,  to  which  our  pilots,  for  we  had  two 
of  them,  had  not  attended.     Our  fhip,  in  the 
meantime,  was  fo  clofely  wedged  in  between 
the  rocks,  that  ihe  feemed  incapaWe  of  any 
motion.     The  rocks  at  the  fore-part  were 
hardly  two  feet  under  water. 

B  4  The 
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.  The  firft  attention  of  Mr.  Colingwood,  thf 
Captain,  was  to  lighten  the  veflel :  and,  aca 
cordingly,  feveral  of  th.e  ihip-guns^  and  fom§ 
Jjgavy  cafks,  were  thrown  into  thp  Ilea,  A 
Urgie  aijcbor  wa&  jfarried  out  by  the  ftemj 
and  an  united  effort  wa^  made  by  the  fhip'^ 
crew,  to  force  back  the  veflbl.  But  the  in- 
chpr  havjng  taken  faft  hold  of  a  rock,  and 
having  its  flook  torn  off,  our  effort  failed^ 
We  pow  expected  to  leave,  the  fhip,  lefl  a 
fudden  gale  fhould  put  it  out  of  bur  power. 
.But  to  this  meafure,  feveral  rea£bn$  were  pp- 
pofed.  Signals  of  diftrefs  had  been  hung  out, 
and  fix  or.feven  guns  had  b?en  fired;  but 
thqugh  in  the  neighbourhood  of  fome  iflandsf, 
no  boats. had  come  off  to  our  afliftance:  if, 
therefore,  thofc  i|lan4s  were  inhabited,  it 
muft  be .  by  barbarous  Fin$,  who,  Jiving  OQ 
the  confines  of  the  Ruffian  and  Swedifh  do-» 
minions,  were  hardly  fubje£t  to  either  power, 
and  might  prov^  no  lefs  formidablp  than  the 
gulf  itfelf.  If  they  werg  qot  inhabited,  we 
mufl  run  the  hazard  of  wfinting  provifions, 
as  we  knew  by  our  pharts,  that  we  were 
twelve  leagues  from  the  coafl  of  Finland. 
Befides,  -  our  leaving  the  fhip,  might  have 
fiifcpuraged  the  crew,  who  had  hitherto  ex^ 
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rxted  thexxifeiyes  with  the  iitmoft  fpirit  4pd 
fUacritjr. 

In  the  meantime,  (he  fun  rofe  moftfplend* 
idly,  without  a  cloud.  It  refembied  a  blaze 
lof  fire  riiing  from  the  midft  of  the  fea  $  and  the 
^gulf,  to  tbe  dijdgnee  of  many  leagues,  fhone 
yirith  r^ulgent  beams.  The  fcene  was  glo^ 
rious ;  and  all  of  us  feemed  to  receive  new 
fpirits  from  the  view  of  that  radiant  obje^ 
More  guns  and  cafks  were  thrown  overboard : 
another  anchor  was  carried  out :  another  efibrt 
lyas  to  be  made  ;  and  the  ^tttention  and  e:^^ 
pedation  of  all  were  excited.  But  the  anchor 
having  broke,  like  the  former,  we  remained 
in  our  &rmer  pofition.'  Add  to  this,  that"  the 
increafing  light,  by  having  fhewn  us  the 
wreck  of  a  veflfel  that  had  been  Ipft  on  thpfe 
very  fhelves,  fcattered  among  the  rocks  and 
pnder  water,  heightened  our  fenfe  of  danger. 
Yeit  no  ujjb.ccoming  fpcUngs  appeared.. 

3oon  after,  the  appearance  of  fails  at  fome 
jdlftance,  revived  our  hopes,  gignals  of  dlf- 
jtrefs  were  repeated :  we  fancied  they  were 
/leering  towards  us :  we  expeded  they  wouU 
put  us  gn  fhorc  i^t  Revel,  or  fome  neighbour- 
ing 
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ing  harboiir :  wc  erery  inftant  imagined  they 
were  coining  nearer  :  every  one  ^as  eager  to 
impart  the  joyful  intelligence :  but  when  thofe 
who  were  gone  below  deck  on  thift  gobd-na-^ 
tured  errand  returned,  and  expeded  to  fee 
thofe  friendly  vefiek  at  hand,  they  faw  them 
tvith  difficulty ;  the  fails  were  lefiening,  and 
difappcared*  Who(bevcr  they  were  to  whom 
thofe  veffels  belonged,  and  1  truft  they  were 
not  our  countrynicn,  they  did  not  choofe  to 
involve  themfelves  in  our  misfortune.  Thus, 
fattened  as  we  were,  to  a  folitary  rock  in  the 
gulf  of  Finland,  we  had  the  additional  diftrcfs 
of  feeling  burfelvcs  abandoned. 

We  had  now  been  ftruggling  no  lefs  than 
eight  hours  in  this  critical  and  forlorn  fitua- 
tion.  It  was  nine  in  the  morning :  and  the 
fea,  owing,  very  probably,  to  an  approaching 
gale,  feemed  to  fwell,  and  have  a  tremulous 
motion.  Not  a  moment  was  to  be  loft.  Our 
iheet  anchor  was  laid  on  a  raft,  and  carried 
out  like  the  former :  more  guns  and  cafks  were 
thrown  into  the  fea,  and  the  remaining  guns 
were  loaded,  that  by  their  difcharge,  the  con* 
cuffion  given  to  the  fliip  might  aflift  us.  The 
effort  was  made :  our  anchor  broke  as  before : 

but 
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but  at  thiu;  interefting  moment  the  fhip  got 
off*  It  wiis  bow  our  fortitude  feemed  to  leave 
tt8 ;  we  hgd  been  mone  cateful  in  arming  cur 
minds  againft  any  thiog  adverfe^  than  in 
guarding  againft  the  joy  of  deliverance ;  and 
dur  a{^r'ehenJions  never  appezxtd  but  in  bur 
mutual'  congratubtion&,  when  we'  thdtighC 
ourfelves  fafe.  Our  honeft  Captain,  fteady 
as  he  appeared  to  be  during  the  time  of  ouf 
danger,  and  who  was  juft  about  giving  orders 
for  cutting  down  the  mafls,  fhewed  emotion^ 
when  He  faw  us  out  of  danger,  which  did 
himhonoxu; 

Abgjit  half  an  hour  after  the  Tweed  was 
in  motion,  we  difcovered  a  fmall  veflel,  with 
a  fail,  coming  towards  us :  but  on  feeing  us 
clear  of  the  rocks,  it  put  about,  and  the  per- 
fons  on  board  feemed  afraid  of  Approaching 
us :  circumftances  which  gave  us  no  favour* 
able  opinions  of  their  deiigns,  had  our  (hip 
been  v^nrecked.  We  obliged  them  to  come  on 
board.  They  were  Fins  from  a  diftant  ifland, 
who  had  fet  out  on  hearing  the  firft  fignals  of 
our  iiftrefs.  They  aflifted  in  piloting  us  from 
among  the  rocks,  and  were  very  happy  in 
being,  allowed  to  pick  np  the  cafks  floating 

upon 
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upon  the  water*  One  of  the  midfliipmen 
gave  the  chief  perfon  among  them  an  old 
laced  hatj  with  which  he  ftrutted  upon  deck 
with  gifeat  confcioufnefs  of  fuperior  rank, 

Wc  were  not  above  an  hour  under  failj 
wheft  the  &y  became  cloudy,  and  the  fea 
vepy  rough:  and,  what  is  very  fmgular,  wc 
were  in.no  lefs  danger  the  fucceediiig  night: 
but  the  hazard  to  which  we  were  expofed  was 
inftantaneous ;  and  wc  fcarcely  knew  pf  it 
till  it  was  paft.  Coming  with  a  brilk  wind 
light  upon  a  fteep  rock  on  the  coaft  of  Hog* 
land,  the  Ihip  was  within  a  few  minutes  of 
being  daihed  in  pieces;  and  waV called  to  by 
n  trading  veffel,  juft  time  enough  to  tack 
about. 

The  rocks  weftruck  upon  are  about  fifty-five 
leagues  from  St,  Peterlburgh,  and  in  the  fixtieth 
degree  of  north  latitude*  The  iflands  are  named 
Pelting  Scars ;  they  are  fituated  off  the  coaft 
of  Nyland  in  Finland,  and  almoft  directly 
fouth  from  the  city  of  Borgo.  Between  Ny- 
land and  the  Pelting  Scare,  is  Pelting  Sound, 
;i  fea.  full  of  rocks  and  barren  iflands. 

Auguft 
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Auguft  14.  We  pafled  ,the  ifland  of  Hog- 
land  or  Hochland,  fignifying,  in  thc^knguagev 
of  thofe  parts.  Highland.  The  coaft  is  rocky, 
mountainous^  and  covered  with  heath.'  At 
ni^t  we  lay  at  anchor  at  Croriftadt,  in  the 
ifland  Scutari. 

In  this  place  arc  the  principal  dock-yard« 
of  the  Ruffian  Emprefs.  The  ifland  itfelf  is 
four  miles  in  length,  and  two  in  breadth, 
and  has  fome  wood  upon  it.  The  town  of 
Cronftadt  is  very  fmall^  and  ill-built.  It  is 
diftant  about  eighteen  miles  from  St  Peterjf^ 
burgh. 

Auguft  15.  This  day  we  left  the  Tweed, 
and  arrived  at  St.  Peterfburgh  in  one  of  the 
Emprefs's  yachts.  The  weather  was  very 
fine:  a^d  we  had,  in  failing  along,  a  full 
view  of  the  neighbouring  coaft  of  iEfthonia^ 
Tlje  palaces  of  Oranibaum  and  JPcterhofF  have 
a  magnificent  appearance  to  the  fea ;  and  the 
face  of  the  country  is  agreeably  drverfified 
with  woods  and  little  hills.  The  country 
around  St.  Peterft)urgh  is  very  woody:  fo 
that  in  approaching  it,  the  fteeples  and  fpires, 
which  are  covered  with  tin  and  bcafs,  and 

fome 
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feme .  of  (hem  gilt,  feemed  as  if  they  ^tofe 
firom  the  midft  of  a  foreft. 

•  I  (hall  write  you  again  in  ^  few  days, 
dtber  by  poft,  or  by  the  Tweed,  on  her  rc^ 
turn  to  England. 

Adieik 
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Itbe  Emprefs  of  kujjiay  and  the  Great  Duie^ 
lay  the  Foundation  of  a  magnificent  Church. 


DEAi.   SIK,  St.  Pctcrfbdrgh,  Aug.  19,1768. 

T  AM  juft  returned  from  wUneffing  the  ce- 
remony of  the  Emprefs*8  laying  the  found-^ 
adon-^ftone  of  z  church  dedicated  to  St.  liaac; 
and  which  is  intended  to  be  the  largeft  in  St. 
Peterfburgh.     St.  Ifaac  i$  held  in  efteeiii  by 
the  Ruflians,   not  fo  much  for  any  diftin* 
guifhed  character  of  his  own^  as  that  the  day 
qonfecrated  to  him    was  the    birth-day   of 
Peter  the  Greata    As  the  Ruffians  apprehend 
that  every  day  of  the  year  is  confecrated  to 
Ibme  particular  Saint,  they  are  convinced  that 
every  individual  is  under  the  peculiar  protec- 
tion of  that  hply  perfon,  on  whofe  day  he 
happened  to  have  been  bom ;  and  all  of  them 
carry  about  them  a  fmall  metal  ima^e  of  their 
tutelary  Saint.     Herodotus,  if  I  rightly  recoi- 
led, gives  a  fimilar  accoimt  of  the  Egyptians* 
8  He 
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He  tells  uSj^  that  they  believed  every  day  fi-* 
crcd  to  fome  particular  God  j  that  they  were? 
under  the  peculiar  protedtion  of  that  divinity^ 
on  whofe  day  they  Were  borii ;  and  that  they 
rendered  him  particular  homage.  So  much 
alike  are  all  fuperflitions* 

As  the  ceremony  I  fhall  now  defcribe  to 
you  was  reckoned  of  great  importance,  it  was 
performed  with  great  pomp  and  magnificence. 
All  the  Ipace  to  be  occupied  by  the  church 
had  been  previoufly  railed  in ;  and  into  this 
placCj^  only  perfona  of  high  rank,  and  thofe 
who  had  a  particular  permifEon,  Were  admit- 
ted.    An  immenfe  multitude  of  people  were 
aflembled  without.     An  arch,  fupported  upon 
eight  pillars   of  the  Corinthian  order,   and 
adorned  with  garlands,  was  raifed  immedi- 
ately over  the  place  intended  for  the  altai". 
Beneath  this  arch  was  a  table  covered  wit^ 
crimfon  velvet,  fringed  with  gold ;  upon  which 
was  placed,  a  fmall  marble  cheft,  fixed  to  i 
pully  diredly  above  the  table.     On  a  fide-^' 
table,  fixed  to  one  of  the  pillars,  was  a  large* 
gdd  plate,  with  medals  and  coins,  to  be  de- 
pofited  at  the  foundation,  and  a  gold  box  to^ 
contain  them#     On  another  fide-table  was  an-^ 

othej" 
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Other  gold* plate,  containing  two  pieces  of 
inarble  in  the  forni  of  bricks,  a  gold  plate 
with  mortar,  and  other  .  two  plates  of  the 
fame  metal,  in  which  were  two  hammers  and 
two  trowels  otgold. 

The  proceffion  beg;an  with  the  Gr^nd  Duke 
and  his  retinue.  This  young  Prince,  the 
heir  apparent  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  is  of  a 
J)ale'  complexion,  with  dark  eyes,  more  re- 
itiarkabfe  for  their  good  colour,  than  expref- 
fion  I  and  of  a  fhape  more  delicate  than  gen- 
tfeel.  He  feems  of  a  chearful  difpofition,  of 
affable  and  eafy  manners.  He  was  drefled  in 
the  uniform  of  the  navy,  which  is  white 
turned  up  with  green,  and  wore  a  blue  rib- 
bon of  the  order  of  St.  Alexander  Newfky. 
He  was  attended  by  Count  Panin,  his  gover- 
nor, who  is  alfo  prime  minifler. 

Soon  after  his  arrivals  the  approach  of  the 
Emprefa  was  announced  by  the  beating  of 
drams,  and  a  difcharge  of  the  cannon  at  the 
Admirahy, :  which  continued  firing  at  regular 
intervals  during  the  whole  time  of  the  ce- 
remony;   and  thd  Grand   Duke^  who  had 

C  been 
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been  converfing  with  the  courtiers,  returned 
with  his  retinue  to  meet  his  mother,  and  fall 
in  with  her  train.  It  was  now  that  the 
principal  parts  of  the  proceffion  approached. 
It  was  preceded  by  priefts  of  inferior  orders^ 
in  long  purple  or  dark- coloured  garments  of 
woollen  cloth,  with  wide  fleeves;  having 
their  heads  uncovered,  their  long  hair  hang- 
ing loofe  about  their  fhoulders ;  fcattering  >n-» 
cenfe  from  fmall  cenfers,  which  hung  in 
chains ;  and  carrying  flags,  on  which  were 
reprefented,  in  glaring  colours,  the  deeds^ 
and,  I  believe,  the  martyrdom  of  St.  Ifaac^ 
Thefe  were  followed  by  priefts  of  a  higher 
order,  with  their  heads  uncovered  lik^  the 
former ;  but  having  their  flowing  robes,  of 
flowered,  filk,  adorped  with  gold  and  filver ; 
and  carrying  fplendid  crofles,  burning  tapers, 
and  a  large  portrait  of  the  Saint.  Immedi- 
ately after  thefe  came  a  band  of  Choirifters, 
finging  hymns ;  the  mufic  was  deep-toned, 
folemn,  'and  even  fublimei  After  them  cathe 
the  dignified  Clergy,  with  garments  of  ^gold 
and  filver  ftufFs,  adorned  with  precious  fjoncs  j 
and  haviiyg  their  lofty  mitres  dniamented  in 
a  fimilar  manner.  They  had,  in  general,  a 
!    ■'    .  •      very 
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wry  venerable  appearance,  with  grey  locks 
and  long  beards :  they  feeraed  like  fo  many 
Socratcfes  and  Zenos ;  though,  ever  .and 
anon,  you  might  have  feen  an  excellent  Si- 
lenus,  appearing  rather  furprifed  at  his  be- 
coming a  bilhop. 

Some  large  wax  tapers  were  carried  imme* 
diately  before   her    Imperial  Majefty,    who 
came  next,  attended  by  a  great  number  of 
ladies    and    gentlemen-      The    Emprefs  of 
Ruflia  is  taller  than  the  middle  fize,   very 
comely,  gracefully  fojmed,    but  inclined   to 
grow  corpulent;  and  of  a  fair  complexion, 
which,  like  every  other  female  in  this  coun- 
try, fhe  endeavours  to  improve  by  the  addi- 
tion of  rouge.     She  has  a  fine  mouth  and 
teeth ;  and  blue  eyes,  expreffive  of  fcrutiny, 
fomething  not  fo  good  as  obfervatiOn,    and 
not  fo   bad  as  fufpicion.     Her  features  are 
in   general    regular  and   pleafing.      Indeed, 
with  regard  to  her  appearance  altogether,  it 
would   be  doing  her  injuftice  to  fay  it   was 
mafculine,    yet  it  would  not  be  doing   her 
juftice  to  fay,  it  was  entirely  feminine.     As 
Milton  intended  to  fay  of  Eve,  that  fhe  was 
C  2  fairer 
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fairer  than  any  of  her   daughters,    fo   this 
great  Sovereign  is  certainly  fairer  than  any 
of  her    fubjedts  whom  I  have  feen*. —  She 
wore  a  filver  ftiifF  negligee,  the  ground  pea- 
green,  with  purple  flowers  and  filver  trim- 
ming.    Her  hair  was  drefled  according  to  the 
prefent  fafhion.     She  alfo  wore  a  rich  dia- 
mond necklace,  bracelets,  and  ear-rings,  with 
a  blue  ribbon  of  the  higheft  order  of  Knight- 
hood ;    and  the  weather  being  very  warm, 
ihe  carried  in  her  hand  a  fmall  green  um- 
brella.     Her  demeanour  to  all  around  her 
feemed  very  fmiling  and  courteous. 

After  the  whole  proceffion  arrived  at  the 
proper  place,  divine  worftiip  was  performed 
with  prayers,  vocal  mufic,  and  all  the  pomp- 
ous ceremonies  of  the  Greek  church.  A 
crucifix,  after  being  immerfcd  by  a  Prieft  of 
high  rank  in  a  filver  bafon  filled  with  water, 
was  carried  to  the  Emprefs  and  Grand  Duke, 
Bowing,  and  croffing  their  breafts,  in  teftimony 
of  adoration,  they  kifled  it/   Holy  water  was 

*  I  have  feen  no  pidkarc,  medallion,  or  print,  excepting 
one  pidtare,  in  which  fhe  is  painted  in  men's  clothes,  that 
(does  her  j^itice.  In  moil  of  them  her  features  appear  toa 
firoDg,  and  her  air  too  mafculine. 

I  fprinkled 
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fprinkled  on  all  who  were   prefent,   and  a 
cenfer    fmoking   with    incenfe    was   carried 
round.     Then,  after  fome  fuitable  paflages  of 
the  Greek  fervice  had  been  rc;ad  aloud,  accom- 
panied with  prayers  and  mufic,  another  dig- 
nified Clergyman,    laying  the  medals  on  a 
crimfon  velvet  tufliion,  fringed  with   gold,  . 
lifted  them  on  his  head,  and  carried  them 
round  the  altar^place.     After  they  were  ia 
this    manner   confecrated,    and    laid   in    th^ 
marble  cheft,  the  Emprefs  giving  her  um- 
brella in  a  very  eafy  manner  to  an  attendant, 
and  taking  a  hammer  very  gracefully  in  one 
hand,  and  a  piece  of  marble  in  the  other, 
flie  put  it  into  the  cheft.     Then,  with  the 
trowel,  {he  put  in  fome  mortar.     The  fame 
ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Grand  Duke 
and  the  dignified  Clergy.     Some  of  the  No- 
bility,   and   Foreign   Minifters,    alfo  put  in 
fome   mortar.     The  marble  cheft  was    then 
fliut    up,    and    raifed    by    the    pulley  ;    at 
that  inftant  the  table,  finking  down  through 
a  trap  door,  was  very  quickly  removed  ;  and 
her  Imperial  Majefty  letting  down  the  pulley, 
the  cheft  funk  gently  down  through  the  plat- 
form into  its  place.     When  this  was  done, 
Ithp  Court  Chaplain,  afcending  a  pulpit,  which 
Q  3  w^8 
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was  faftehed  to  a  pillar,  delivered,  with  fer- 
vent, and  almoft  declamatory,  elocution,  a 
fhort  difcourfe  in  the  Ruffian  language.  I 
could  only  judge  of  his  manner,  which  was 
not  difagreeable ;  and  of  the  found  of  the 
language,  which  was  liquid  and  pleafant. 
The  whole  ceremony  concluded  by  the  Em- 
prefs's  allowing  the  dignified  Clergy  to  kifs 
her. hand,  which  they  did  with  good* will 
lind  a  loud  noife ;  and  feemed  rather  happier 
with  fuch  an  opportunity,  than  her  Imperial 
Majefty  herfelf,  notwithftanding  her  fmiles. ; 

Adieu* 
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LETTER      III. 
Anecdotes  of  the  Emprefs  of  RuJJla. 


DEAR   SIR,  St. Peterfburgh,  Nov.  7,  1768. 

T  PERCEIVE,  by  fome  fevere expreffions, 
in  a  letter  from  our  friend  — — ,  that  our 
northern  Semiramis  has  but  little  chance  of 
exciting  his  admiration.  Not  to  him,  there- 
fore, but  to  you,  who  have  more  indulgence 
for,  the  **  weaker  veflel,"  though  on  the  pre- 
fcnt  occafion  no  indulgence  is  neceffary,  I 
tranfmit  the  following  diary  of  the  Emprefs, 
as  I  heard  it  from  the  Countefs  RomanfofF, 
a  very  refpedable  old  lady  of  the  highefl 
rank  in  this  place,  and  mother  to  Count  Ro* 
xnanfofF. 

Her  Majefty,  according  to  this  authority, 
rifes  at  five  in  the  morning,  and  is  engaged 
in  bufinefs  till  near  ten.  She  then  breakfafts, 
and  goes  to  prayers :  dines  at  two :  with- 
draws to  her  own  apartment  foon  after  din- 
C  4  ner; 
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ner  :  drinks  tea  at  five :  fees  company,  plays 
at  cards,  or  attends  public  places^  the  play^ 
opera,  or  mafquerade,  till  fupper :  and  goe^ 
to  fleep  at  ten.  By  eleven  every  thing  about 
the  palace  is  as  fiill  as  midnight.  Whift  is 
her  favourite  game  at  cards ;  flie  ufually 
plays  for  five  imperials  *  the  rubber  ;  and  a$ 
fhe  plays  with  great  clearnefs  and  attention, ' 
flie  is  often  fuccefsful :  (he  fometimes  play^ 
too  at  picquet  and  cribbage.  Though  flie  is 
occafionally  prefent  at  mufical  entertainments, 
fhe  is  not  faid  to  be  fond  of  mufic.  In  the 
morning,  between  prayers  and  dinner,  flic 
frequently  takes  an  airing,  according  as  the 
weather  admits,  in  a  coach  or  fledge.  Oq 
thefe  occafions,  flie  has  fometimes  no  guards, 
and  very  few  attendants ;  and  does  not  chufe 
to  be  known  or  faluted  as  Emprefs.  It  is 
in  this  manner  that  flie  yifits  any  great  works 
that  may  be  going  on  in  the  city,  or  in  the 
neighbourhood.  She  is  fond  of  having  fmall 
parties  of  eight  or  ten  perfons  with  her  at 
dinner;  and  flie  frequently  fups,  goes  to 
balls,  or  mafquerades,  in  the  houfcs  of  her 
nobility.     When  flie  retires  to  her  palaces  in 

•  Ten  guineas. 
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the  country,  efpecially  to  Zarlkocelo,  £he  lay4 
afiije  all  ftate^  and  lives  with  her  ladies  on  a 
footing  of  as  eafy  intimacy  as  poffible.  Any 
pne  of  them  who  rifes  on  her  entering  or 
going  out  of  a  room,  is  fined  in  a  rouble  * : 
and  all  forfeits  of  this  fort  are  given  to  the 
poor.  You  will  eafily  perceive,  that  by  her 
regular  and  judicious  diftribution  of  time,  (he 
is  able  to  tranfa£k  a  great  deal  of  bufmefs; 
and  that  the  affability  of  her  manners  render 
Jier  much  beloved.  But  I  will  not  yet  fay 
any  thing  very  pofitive  concerning  her  cha- 
rafter  and  principles  of  adion.  For,  fhe 
may  be  very  focial,  and  very  affable,  *'  and 
fmile,  and  fmile,  and"  ■  you  know  the 
wft. 

I  may,  however,  very  fafely  affirm,  that 
a  great  number  of  her  adions,  fo  great  in- 
deed as  to  conftitute  a  diflinguifhing  feature 
in  her  charader,  proceed  either  from  the 
defire  of  doing  good,  or  the  love  of  fame. 
If  from  the  lafl,  it  muft  alfo  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  praife  fhe  is  fo  defirous  of  obtaining, 
is,  in  many  inftances,  the  praife  of  humanity. 

*.  Foar  (bUlings. 

Some- 
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Sometimes,  indeed,  there  is  a  fort  of  whim 
or  afFeftation  of  Angularity,  ia  the  manner 
of  conferring  her  favours,  that  looks  as  if 
the  defire  of  being  fpoken  of,  fully  as  much 
as  the  defire  of  doing  good,  was  the  foun* 
tain  from  which  they  flow.  For  example—^ 
A  young  officer,  who  attended  the  courts 
fell  in  love,  as  was  natural,  with  a  young 
lady«.  The  lady»  as  was  alfo  natural,  ap<- 
peared  not  infenfible  to  his  worth,  nor  dif- 
pleafed  with  his  affiduity.  But  want  of  for- 
tune on  both  fides,  was  an  obftacle  to  their 
union.  The  Emprefs,  however,  perceived 
their  attachment  i  and  fent,  one  day,  for  the 
young  gentleman  to  a  private  conference. 
She  told  him,  fhe  had  obferved  that  M — 
and  he  entertained  great  tendernefs  for  one 
another ;  that  the  whole  Court  obferved  it ; 
and  hinted  fomething  like  regret,  that  fuch 
things  ,fhould  have  been  remarked.  The 
young  man  was  difconcerted ;  but  had  firm- 
nefs  enough  to  avow  the  fincerity  of  his 
paflion.  •'  Then,**  faid  her  Majefty,  "  you 
"  muft  forthwith  be  married."  This  was 
fudden :  the  young  man  (hewed  fome  hefi- 
tation ;  but  not  from  any  motives  that  were 
improper :  *'  be  had  no  fortune,  and  could 

*^  not 
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**  not  maintain  the  lady  in  a  manner  fuited 
^*  to  her  rank  and  merits."  The  Emprefs 
was  peremptory.  They  were  married  as 
fpeedily  as  the  forms  of  the  church  permittedf 
and  fent  off  in  a  coach  to  St,  Peterfburgh ; 
for  the  Court  was  at  that  time  at  Zarikocelo. 
They  knew  not  whither  they  were  going, 
nor  how  they  were  to  fubfift  ;  nor  were  they 
very  certain  of  their  not  having  incurred  their 
Sovereign's  difpleafure.  Meantime,  the  per- 
fons  who  conduced  them,  and  who  would 
give  them  no  information,  fet  them  down  in 
the  *  Galerhinhoff.  Here,  to  their  ucter  afto- 
nifhment,  they  were  carried  into  a  houfe 
elegantly  furniflied  ;  they  met  with  a  nume- 
rous company  of  their  friends ;  they  found 
a  fplendid  entertainment;  ^nd  the  bride- 
grooni  was  tbld  by  a  meffenger  from  the  Em- 
prefs, that  her  Majefty  had  given  him  that 
houfe  as  he  found  it,  and  had  appointed  him 
to  an  office  "  fuiied  to  his  rank  and  merits.*' 


Adieu. 

'*  Ooe  of  tbe  fineft  Urtets  in  sSt*  Peterfl>urgh,  ink^blted 
fhif^y  hjf  ^nglilh  pierchants. 
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L  E  T  T   E  R     IV, 

Deputies  ajfembled  by  the  Emprefs  of  RuJJla^ 
from  different  Farts  of  her   Empire^  for 
making  Laivs. 

DEAR'  SIR,  St.  Peterfborgh,  17^. 

T  WAS  lately  prefent  at  a  meeting  of  the 
•*  deputies  fummoned  by  the  Emprefs  from 
all  the  nations  of  her  empire,  and  who  have 
been  aflembled  to  affift  her  Majffty  in  form- 
ing a  fyftem  of  legiflation.  There  is  fome- 
thing  magnificent  in  this  idea :  and  if  (he 
really  intends  what  fhe  profefles,  to  give 
equitable  laws  to  all  her  fubjeds  and  de- 
pendents, from  the  Baltic  to  the  wall  of 
China,  and  from  Lapland  to  the  Cafpian, 
Ihe  deferves  admiration.  The  deputies,  in 
their  firft  addrefs,  ftiled  her  **  Great,  wife, 
**  and  the  Mother  of  her  People;'*  titles 
which,  excepting  the  laft,  fhe  declined,  tell- 
ing.them  at  the  fame  time,  **  None  can  be 
*^  called  great  before  death  \  none  wife  that 
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^^  are  mortal^  I  hope  I  fhall  ad  as  the  Mother 
**^of  my  People." 


The  meeting  confifts  of  about  fix  hundred 
members.  They  meet  in  the  palace,  where 
they  have  one  large  hall  for  the  whole  af- 
fembly;  and  feveral  adjoining  rooms  for 
committees.  They  confift  of  reprefentatives 
of  the  nobility,  the  peafantry,  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  towns  or  cities.  Count  Panin  is 
deputy  for  the  city  of  Mofcow.  The  chief 
oflBcers  in  this  affembly  are  a  Marifchal,  who 
prefides ;  and  a  Procureur  General  for  the 
Crown.  Out  of  the  affembly,  fix  committees, 
each  confiding  of  five  perfons,  are  chofen  by 
ballot :  and  their  bufinefs,  according  to  their 
various  departments,  is  to  regulate  the  form 
and  order  of  thofe  matters,  concerning  which 
the  whole  affembled  deputies  are  to  delibe- 
rate. 

In  tranfadling  bufinefs,  the  following  me- 
thod is  obferved.  The  Procureur  lays  before 
the  deputies  fome  principle  or  fubje£l  of  law 
propofed  by  the  Emprefs,  and  concerning 
which  they  are  to  give  an  opinion.  They 
then  adjourn ;  and  the  committee  to  whom 

that 
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that  fubje£t  particularly  belongs,  prepare  it 
for  the  next  general  meeting.  Then  all  the 
members  are  permitted  to  deliver  their  opi- 
nions in  a-  written-  fpeech,  and  to  determine 
the  point  before <  them,  by  the  plurality  of 
votes.  But  whatever  their  determinations 
maybe,  it  remains  with  the  Emprefs  to  ra- 
tify them  or  not,  as  fhe  pleafes.  Two  of  the 
fubjeds  lately  difcuffcd  in  this  affembly  were, 
*'  Whether  any  but  the  nobility  had  a  right 
*'  to  buy  lands  ?"  and,  *'  Whether  any  but 
**  the  nobility  had  a  right  to  buy  flaves  ?" 

I  have  heard  that  freedom  of  extempora- 
neous fpeaking  was  allowed  in  fome  of  the 
firft  meetings  of  this  affembly ;  but  that  be- 
ing likely  to  occafion  too  much  diforder,  it 
was  difcontinued.  At  prefent,  it  is  expeded 
that  no  perfon,  unlefa  his  views  be  very  well 
known,  fhall  deliver  a  fpeech  without  pre- 
vioufly  confulting  the  Marifchal  j  and  if  he, 
difapproves  of  it,  the  orator,  though  he  had 
the  powers  of  a  Cicero,  muft  keep  his  fpeech 
in  his  pocket.  Indeed,  this  affembly  has  no 
pretenfions  whatever  to  freedom  of  debate, 
and  fcarcely  any  tendency  tov^ards  eftablifh- 
ing  political  liberty.  The  members,  in  ge- 
t  neral, 
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neral>  are  chofen  by  the  will  of  the  fove-' 
reiga:  by  het  the  fubjeflsbf  debate  are  pro* 
pofed  :  {he  keeps  in  her  own  hands  the  right 
of  ratifying  every  determination:  and  the 
aflemblyv  convoked  by  her  fole  authority, 
may  be  difmifled  at. her  pleafure. 

.  AH  the  deputies  have  gold  medals,  as 
badges  qf  their  office,  faftened  to  their  breafts: 
and  as  they  come  here  from  the  remoteft 
parts  jof  the  ^cm^pire,  the  variety  of  their 
drejQ^s  and  appearance  is.  very  whimfical  and 
aipufing.— r-I  have  feyeral  timqs  heard  the 
following  anecdote  of  the  two  Samoid- de- 
puties. I  give  it  you  as  nearly  as  pojffible, 
in  the  very  words  in  which  I  have  heard  it. 
The  Emprefs  afked  them  to  fuggeft  fuch  laws 
as  they  apprehended  would  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  their  nation.  One  of  them  replied, 
that  they  had  very  few  laws,  and  did  not 
defire  any  more.  **  How,"  faid  the  Emprefs, 
**  have  you  no  crimes  !  Are  there  no  perfons 
**  among  you  guilty  of  theft,  murder,  or 
**  adultery  ?  If  you  have  crimes,  you  muft 
*'  have  puniftiment ;  and  punifhment  fup- 
"  pofes  law."  *•  We  have  fuch  crimes/* 
anfwered  the  deputy,   •'  and  they  are  duly 

"  punifl\ed. 
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punilhed.     If  one  man  puts  another  to 
**  death  unjuftly,  he  alfo  muft  fuffer  death." 
Here  he  flopped :    be  thought  he  had  '  laid; 
enough.     **  But  what,"  refumed  her .Majefty, 
*'  are  the  punifliments  of  Iheft  and  adultery?!'. 
*^  How/'  faid  the  Samoid»  with  a  good,  deal 
of  furprife,"  **  is  not  detefl^ion  fufficient  pu- 
"  hifhment  ?"         One  would  imagine,  from 
this  anecdote,  that  the  Samoids  are,  or  re«^' 
femble,  the  nation  of  whom  Tacitus   fays, 
**  Plufque  ibi  bmi  mores  vaknty  quam  alibv 
**  hofus  leges :"  **  and  virtuous  manners  hav^ 
*'  there  more  efficacy  than  good  laws  elfe- 
•^  where." 
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LETTER    V.     (E^tTRACT.) 

Th anhf giving  for  the  Recovery  of  the  Emprefs 
and  Great  Duke  from  the  Small-pox. 

December  jd,  176^. 

*  *^  *  r^  IVINE  fervice  was  performed 
-Lx  ^jjis  (Jay  ia  the  Emprefs's 
chapel,  on  account  of  her  recovery,  and  t^ia,t 
of  the  Great  Duke»  from  the/mall-pox  ;  for* 
whigh  they  had  undergQne  inoculation  by  Pr« 
Dimfdalg.  The  ceremony  was  very  folema 
and  magnificent. 

On  each  fide  of  thq  chapel,  which  is  a  very 
lofty  and  fpacious  roim  in  the  winter -palace, 
is  a  row  of  gilt  Ionic  pillars.  The  walls  are 
covered  with  glaring  and  ill-executed  pidures 
of  Ruffian  faints.  On  the  roof  over  the  altar*, 
the  Supreme  Being  is  reprefented  aS  an  old 
man  in  white  apparel.  On  the  infide  of  a 
rail  which  extended  acrofs  the  room,  and 
clofe  by  the  pillar  whicli  was  rieS:t  the  altar, 

*  Or  rather,  the  place  correfponding  to  the  altar  m  Eng« 
liih  cbarcbes. 
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cn  the  fouth  fide,  ftood  the  Emprefs  and  her 
fon :  and  alfoon  the  infide  of  the  rail,  and  on 
each  fide  of  the  altar  *,  was  a  chmr  of  mufi- 
cians..  All  the  reft  who  witnefled,  or  took 
part  in  the  folemnity,  excepting  the  priefts, 
ftood  on  the  outfide  of  the  rati. 

The  ceremony  began  with  folemn  mufic  j 
/\  and  then  were  pronounced  the  prayers  and 
ejaculations  which  conftituted  the  firil  part  of 
the  fervice.  This  having  lafted  foroe  time,  two 
folding-doors  dofe  by  the  altar  were  opened 
from  withiO)  and  difpfayed  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  iaterior  and  moft  holy  part  of 
the  chapel.  Oppofite  to  us  was  a  larg^  pidure 
of  the  taking  down  from  the  crofs  :  on  each 
fide,  a  row  of  gilt  Ionic  pillars  ;  in  the  middle^ 
a  table  covered  with  cloth  of  gold  j  and  upoa. 
the  table  were. placed,  a  crucifix,  a  candleftick 
^ith  burning  tapers,,  and  chalices  with  holy 
water,  A  number  of  venerable  priefts,  with 
grey  hair,  flowing  beards,  mitres,  and  coftly 
robes,  ftood  in  folemn  array  on  each  fide  of 
this  magnificent  fanduary.  The  whole  fug-^ 
gefted  aa  idea  of  the  Temple  of  Jerufalcm*. 

*  See  the  J  receding  note* 

Fpon^ 
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Vtom  this  plaee  advanced  a  piieft,  mth 
*^  flow  and  fokiiin  pace,**  carr yittg  a  lighted 
taper:  he  was  fbUoWed  in  ]ik6  tnaon^r  b^ 
anothef;  redtittg'prtiycrs,  aiid  carrying  i  cenfct* 
fmoking  ^^ith  incitkk:  Advancitig  towards 
Met  Majefty,  be  thre<  tinietf  waV^d  the  ccnfer 
tefore  her;  flic  alt  the  while  bowing,  and' 
very  gtlacefully  croffiiig  hat  brcjaft;  H^Was- 
fucc^eded  by  anbthcl-  prieft,  who  cartied  th^ 
Gofpel ;  out  of  which  having  read  fome  part, 
he  prefented  it  to  the  Emprcfs,  who  kifled 
It. 

The  priefts  then  retired ;  the  folding-doors 
were  clofed  j  the  choirifters  fung  an  anthem  : 
they  were  anfwered  by  mufical  voices  from 
within  :  the  mufic  was  deep-toned,  and  fub* 
lime.  The  folding-doors  were  again  fet  open  : 
the  ceremonies  of  the  taper  and  incenfe  re- 
peated :  two  priefts  then  advanced,  and  car- 
ried the  bread  and  wine  of  the  Eucharift, 
veiled  with  cloth  of  gold.  Having  admi^ 
niftered  thefe,  they  retired.  The  doors  were 
•doied,  and  the  folemn  mufic  refumed. 

The  doors  were  fet  open  a  third  time,  with 

the  fame  ceremonies  aa  before ;  and  a  prieft 

-  D  ^  afcending 
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afcending  a  pulpit  fixed  to  the  pillar  oppofitc 
to  the  Empfefs,  delivered  a  difcourfe.  In 
this  he  celebrated  her  fortitude  and.inagna-> 
nimity ;  and  took  occafion  to  remark,  ^^  That 
^^  the  Ruffians  had  borrowed  afliftance  frondk 
*^  Britain,  that  ifland  of  wifdom,  courage,  and 
**  virtue."  After  this,  fome  priefts  came  from 
the  infide  of  the  chapel,  and  concluded  the  fcr- 
iricc  with  prayers  and  ejaculations.    *  *  *  <^ 
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LETTER     VI. 

Dijiribution  of  Prizes  by  the  Great  Duke  to 
Students    in    the    Academy,r^Tbe    Repre^ 
fentation   of  a  Ruffian  Tragedy  by  young 
Ladies^ 


St.  Peter(barg,  Jmoary  1769. 

IA  S  SU  R E  you,  my  dear  Sir^  I  do  not  find 
it  an  eafy  matter  to  obtain  information 
concerning  the  ftate  of  Ruffia.  Very  little 
can  be  reaped  from  mixed  converfation ;  for 
the  topics  ufually  difcuffed  in  large  companies 
are  either  very  general,  or  fuited,  as  indeed 
they  ought  to  be,  to  promote  prefent  amufe* 
ment.  Befides;  it  is  an  unpleafant  thing  to 
aik  queftions.  The  enquirer  n  fo  much 
in  the  power  of  the  perfon  he  itddrefTes,  that 
the  fituation  is  difagreeable ;  or  he  puts  peo- 
ple fo  much  on  their  guard  againft  himi  that 
he  defeats  his  own  purpofe,  and  receives  not 
even  accidental  or  indiredl  information. 
They  entertain  fufpicions  of  your  defign; 
P  3  they 
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they  think  you  wifti  to  be  a  profound  poliii- 
cian,  or  that  you  are  carrying  on  a  treafonable 
correfpondence  ;  or,  ftill  more  atrocious,  that 
your  purpoft  is  to  publifli  a  book  ;  or,  laftly, 
they  may  perchance  have  read  Hbrace,  and 
have  faid  to  themfelves,  in  the  words  of  that 
exquifite  poet^ 

Pcrcontatorem  fugito,  nam  garrulqs  idem  eft*. 

Befides,  no  intelligence  of  a  political  nature, 
but  fuch  as  the  court  chufes  to  communicate ; 
no  views  of  men  and  manners,  and  no  anec- 
4ote6  of  incidents  in  domeftic  Ufe,  can  be  col* 
l^ded  from  the  new$-papers.  How  unlike 
England  \  that  land  enlightened  by  the  r;i* 
diance  of  Chronicles,  Advertifers  and  G^zet- 
teer3»  The  half  of  Ri|ffia  m^iy  be  deftroyed,  and 
t;he  other  half  know  nothing  about  the  matter* 
X  cannot  imagine  how  travellers  coming  ia^, 
to  this,  or  indeed  any  foreign  country,  ah4 
who,  befides  other  difficulties,  may  be  igno- 
rant of  the  language,  and  who  ftay  only  a  fpw 
weeks  or  months,  are  able  to  give  an  exa£t 
circumftantial  account  of  perfons,  manntrsj 

*  Th'  impertincpt  be  Aire  to  hitc  ; 

Who  loves  to  afk»  will  love  to  pratt.    Fr  anci s. 
Ar^id  \U  ^o«flion-W|c«f,  for  h^  pmtPf«  A^oh^ 

govern* 
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^vernment,  political  interefts,  improvements, 
and  all  thofe  particulars  which  draw  the  at* 
tention  of  flrangers.  I  marvel  at  their  abi« 
lities,  or  at  their  boldnefs. 

I  have  to  contend  too  with  another  diffi- 
culty. I  perceive  that  the  feme  objeds  are 
feen  in  very  difFercnt  lights  by  different  per- 
fons.  I  will  give  you  an  inftance ;  and  to 
an  Etonian,  daily  verfant  in  the  works  of 
inllrudion,  the  circumftances  I  ihall  men- 
tion may  afFord  fome  amufement. — I  was 
lately  prefent  at  a  diftribution  of  prizes  to 
fludents  educated  in  the  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences.  I  paffed  through  two  large 
rooms,  where  the  boys,  drefled  in  white  uni- 
forms, were  drawn  up  in  two  ranks ;  and 
went  into  a  third,  where  the  Great  Duke, 
and  other  Academicians,  were  feated  round  a 
table,  on  which  were  placed  fpecimens  of 
hand-writing  and  drawing,  executed  by  the 
fcholars.  There  were  alfo  prefent  many 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  Court.  Count 
Betfkoy  began  the  ceremony,  by  addreffing 
a  fpeech  to  the  Grand  Duke,  in  which  he 
recommended  the  feminary  to  his  protedion. 
To  this  his  Imperial  Highnefs  replied,  "  As 
D  4  **  the 
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**  the  welfare  of  Ruffia  fliall  ever  be  the  ob- 
•*  je<a  neareft  my  heart ;  and  as  the  proper 
"  education  of  youth  is  of  fo  much  confe- 
*'  quence  in  every  well-ordered  ftate,  it 
"  claims,  and  (hall  ever  obtain,  my  moft 
**  conftant  attention."  He  fpoke  flowly,  and 
with  propriety,  yet  not  without  the  diffidence 
of  an  amiable  boy.  On  fitting  down>  he 
turned  fmiling  to  Count  Panim,  his  gover- 
nor, with  the  air  of  one  alking,  Have  I  ac- 
quitted myfelf  aright  ?  The  Count  feemed  to 
aflent,  and  I  thought  a  tear  rofe  in  his  eye. 
I  was  told  that  the  Emprefs  was  prefent 
among  the  ladies ;  but  though  this  might  be 
known  to  them,  flie  did  not  chufe  upon  that 
occafioii  to  be  acknowledged,  as  Emprefs.  The 
mother  wiflied  to  obferve  her  fon.  It  was 
the  firfl:  time  be  had  fpoken  in  public ;  and 
the  mother's  heart  muft  have   thrilled  with 

pleafure  *-      I  almoft  wept  for  joy. After 

this  the  company  paffed  into  another  room, 
where  the  prizes  were  diftributed.  They 
were  firft  prefented  to  the  ladies,  and  by  them 
to  the  little  boys.  The  fcene  was  amufing  j 
and  was  enlivened  at  intervals  by  a  band  of 
mificians  in  an  adjoining  recefs. Tell  me 

*  La:on«  tacituni  pertentant  gsudia  pe£las«  Virg^ 

noWf 
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iMiw,  would  not  a  ftranger,  oa  witneffing 
fuch  a  fcene,  on  feeing  one  of  the  tnoft  pow* 
erful  Sovereigns  on  earth,  and  the  prefump- 
tive  heir  of  this  mighty  empire,  fo  attentive 
to  the  welfare  and  injprovement  of  their  peo- 
ple, would  he  not  feel  rapture,  approve,  and 
applaud  ?  Yet  when  I  exprefs  thofe  fenti* 
ments»  there  are  perfons  who  (hake  their 
heads ;  who  tell  me,  this  Academy  has  fub- 
fifted  for  many  years,  and  what  have  they 
done  i  It  may  be  mentioned,  with  oftenta* 
tious  pomp,  in  a  news-paper,  or  by  Voltairei 
and  nothing  elfe  is  intended. — Such  fpeeches 
are  mortifying ;  and,  notwiihftanding  their 
authority,  I  muft  fay,  that  even  admitting 
the  love  of  fame  to  be  the  fole  motive,  the 
means  ufed  are  far  more  laudable  than  thofe 
pradifed  by  princes  who  purfue  the  objedts 
of  their  ambition,  by  adding  one  inhumau 
a£t  to  another* 

The  Academy  mentioned  above  was  found- 
ed iri  a  former  reign.  But  at  a  convent,  a 
few  verfts  from  St.  Peterfburgh,  there  is  an 
eftabliftiment  for  the  education  of  young  wo- 
men, by  her  prefcnt  Majefty.  It  fomewhat 
refembles  that  of  St.  Cyr,    founded  by  M. 

Maintenon ; 
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Maintenon ;  and  the  EmpreCii  maintains  in  it 
two  hundred  girls,  from  fix  to  eighteen  years 
old.  They  are  divided  into  two  claiires :  the 
firft  conftils  of  the  children  of  officers,  above 
the  rank  of  Major,  inclafive :  and  the  fecond 
confifts  of  the  children  <^  inferior  officers  : 
the  firfl:  are  infiru£ted  in  elegant  and  polite  ac* 
complifhments;  and  the  fecond,  together  with 
ntuHc  and  dancing,  are  taught  to  Work  in  all 
female  employments.  All  their  expences, 
comprehending  even  their  drefs^  are  defrayed 
by  the  Emprefs. 

I  was  prefent,  fome  time  ago,  at  an  enter* 
tainment,  confifting  of  dances  of  different 
kinds,  which  they  exhibited  in  prefence  of 
the  Grand  Duke,  and  many  of  the  Nobility. 
It  began  with  dances  by  girls  of  the  fecond 
clafs,  who  were  dreffed  uniformly  in  brown 
petticoats,  blue  jackets,  white  aprons,  white 
caps  and  handkerchiefs.  They  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  thofe  of  the  firft  divifion,  who 
were  dreffed  in  court-dreffes,  of  different  co- 
lours ;  excepting  that  the  younger  part  were 
dreffed  uniformly  in  white,    trimmed   with 

[jluc, But    the  moft  amufing   exercife  I 

have 
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bafe  (ten  them  exhibit  was  the  reprefenu*- 
tion  of  a  Rtiffian  tragedy.  It  was  reprefented 
not  only  with  propriety,  but  with  elegance ; 
and  not  only  fo,  but  with  great  theatrical 
ability.  The  flowing  hair,  the  Tparkling  blue 
eyes,  the  fine  figure,  and  graceful  motionst 
of  the  young  lady  who  performed  the  princi- 
pal  charad^er ;  her  melodious  voice,  and  ex- 
quifite  but  well*regulated  fenfibility,  charm- 
ed, and  even  tranfported,  her  audience. 
Near  where  I  fat  was  an  old  venerable  officer : 
during  the  firft  fcenes,  his  folicitude  and 
anxiety  were  very  apparent ;  they  were  foon 
changed  into  joy  ;  his  emotions  flowed  out  in 
tears  : — ftie  was  his  grandchild. 

Yet  bhie  eyes,  fine  figure,  and  melodious 
voice  have  no  efFedl  on  thofe  who  Ihake 
their  heads,  and  make  fage  remarks.  They 
chill  the  ardour  of  your  applaufe  by  afking, 
What  provifion  is  made  for  thefe  young  ladies 
after  they  leave  the  convent  ?  And  whether 
their  education  be  fuited  to  their  fortune  or 
expeSations  ?  And  whether,  if  they  fhould 
not  foon  get  hulbands,  they  will  be  inclined, 
after  all  this  mufic,  and  dancing,  and  trage- 
dizing,    to  fubmit   to  the  rigid   laws  of  a 

nunnery  ? 
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nunnery  ?— — Qucftion-afking,  as  I  obfervcd 
at  the  beginning  of  this  letter^  is  no  pleafant 
bufinefs;  and  the  above  queftiods  feemed  to, 
iiie  particularly  difagreeable*  as  I  was  not 
juft  furniflbcd  with  fit  replies.  I  ought  to 
have  mentioned  that  the  nuns  refideat  in  this 
convent,  fome  of  whom  were  prefent  at  the 
above-mentioned  entertainments,  have  it  in 
charge^  to  inftrud  the  young  ladies  in  reli- 
gious knowledge. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER      VIL 
Caufes  of  the  Turkijh  War. 

DEAR  SIR»  Jtnoary,  1769. 

YOU  are  in  the  right;  Rui&a  is  at  pre** 
fent  in  very  critical  circumfianicesy  and' 
will  fumiih  the  Gazettes  of  Chriftendom  with 
more  interefting  intelligence^  than  any  other 
nation  in  Europe.  The  Etppf  efs  has,  within 
thefe .  few  days,  declared  war  againft  the 
Turks;  and  the  preparations  that  are  mak«^ 
ing  on  both  fides  feem  to  announce  a  very 
violent  ftruggle.  The  following  circum* 
ftanceS)  I  am  credibly  informed,  have  occa* 
fioned  this  unfortunate  rupture^ 

Count  Poniatowfky,  the  prefent  King  of 
Poland,  was,  at  an  early  period  of  his  life, 
appointed  Envoy  from  his  own  country  to 
the  Court  of  Ruffia.  During  his  refidence 
in  that  empire,  he  attached  himfelf  to  the 
great  Duchefs,  who  is  now  Emprefs,  and  in- 

fmuated 
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fmuated  himfelf  into  her  favour.  This  Prin* 
cefs,  pofTelTed  of  eminent  talents,  and  ac- 
tuated hy  an  unbounded  ambition,  having 
dethroned  her  hufband,  who  fucceedfed  to  the 
Emprefs  Elizabeth,  and  having  inveAed  her* 
felf  with  the  Imperial  dignity,  rcfolved  to 
ellablifh  her  credit  at  home,  and  her  import*- 
ance  abroad,  by  governing  the  affairs  of 
Polaiid.  Accordingly,  conneding  herfelf 
witit  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and-  in  fpite  of  thtf 
dibtts  of  France,  Auittia,  ai>d  the  Saxon 
Brineeo,  (he  advanced  Poniatowiky  to  the' 
throne,  hoping,  perhaps,  that  he  would  co« 
operate  implicitly  in  her  defigfls,  or  imagin-^ 
itig  that  he  pofiefled  greatfer  abilities  than  he^ 
has  hitherto  difpkyed.  Sarelyno  prince  has 
had  a  finer  opportunity  of  diflinguifhing  him** 
felf  as  a  warrior  or  politician :  he  was  cele- 
brated by  Voltaire,  who  alfo  celebrated  the 
King  of  Denmark,  and  who  celebrates  all 
princes  tliat  are  free-thinkers,  and  that  pay 
him  for  his  adulation  :  yet  Poniatowfky,  like 
fome  others,  to  whom  he  has  offered  incenfe, 
has  done  little  credit  to  his  panegyric.  He 
has  (hewn  neither  fpirit  nor  patriotifm,  and' 
is  faid  to  be  chiefly  defirous  of  amaffing  trea- 
fure,  and  of  fecuring  to  himfelf  an  indepen- 
dency 
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deiicy  in  fome  foreign  country,  fhould  he» 
like  another  Staniflaus,  be  forced  to  abdicate 
his  unmerited  dignity.      The   Empreft    of 
Ruffia,  having  fucceeded  in  giving  a  King  to 
Poland^  continued  to  a£t  with  authority  in 
the  affairs  of  that  kingdom.     To  render  her- 
fdf  popular  at  home^  and  to  leflen  the  influ- 
ence of  Catholic  Princes  among  the  Poles, 
fhe  encouraged  all  thofe,  who  adhered  to  the 
tenets  <rf  the  "Greek  religion,  or  to  the  prin- 
ciples^ of  the  reformatioq.   This  party,  known 
ift  the  Gazettes  of  Europe  by  the  appellation 
of  Diffidcnts,    poffefled  at   a  former  period 
very  confiderable  privilegesTi     They  not  only 
enjoyed  the  fVee  exercife  of  their  religion,  but 
had  voices  in  the  legiflation,  and  were  tnvefted 
with  public  offices.     Supported  by  the  power 
of  RuflTia,  and  the  favour  of  the  King,  they 
revived  their  pretenfions,^   and  demanded  a 
reftoration  of  their   rights.      The  Catholics 
took  the  alarm.     The  French  fomented  the 
quarrel,  and  thus  concurred  with  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen,  who  had  married  her  favourite 
daughter  to  one  of  the  Saxon  Priiices,  and 
who  flattered  herfelf,  that,  by  encouraging  the 
dilaffcdted  party,  and  by  dethrbning  Ponia- 

towfky, 
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towiky,  (he  might  exalt  her  fon-in-Jaw  to 
the  throne.  Mean  Iw^hile,  the  Emprefs  o£ 
Riiffia,  depending  on ,  the  greatnefs  of  her 
power,  and  not  fufficjently  aware  of  confe- 
qufnces,  or  mifinform^d  by  her  minifterSf 
z£ked  with  violence  and  precipitancy.  One 
outrage  led  to  another*  The  Diflidents  were 
alarmed  j  tliey  forefaw  the  ruin  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  willing  to  content  themfelves  with 
haying  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  fe- 
cured  to  them,  withdrew  their  claim  to  fu- 
perior  privileges.  But  RufSa  having  main- 
tained ,the  juftice  of  their  demands,  thought 
her  honour  interefted  in  aflerting  th^m»  and 
determined  by  force  of  arms  to  fubdue  tlie 
obftinacy  of  her  opponents.  King  Staniflaus 
wavered  ;  he  abandoned  him felf  to  the  advices 
of  the  Czartorinfkys,  who  are  his  relations, 
and,  without  conneding  himfelf  with  the 
confederates,  incurred  the  fufpicions  of  the 
Emprefs.^  Mean  time  the  French  were  in-, 
defatigable  j  they  laid  out  immenfe  furas  in 
Poland,  and  were  no  lefs  adive  ^t  Cpnftan- 
tinople.  They  painted  in  the  liyelieft  colours 
the  growing  power  of  the  Ruffians,  and  re- 
prefented  how  dangerous  they  would  be  to 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  Ihould  they  become  ab- 

folute 
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iolute  ia  Poland.  The  Poliih  qonfederaiteli. 
added  weight  to  their  reprefentations ;  thejff 
(upplicated  the  protedion  pf  the  Sultaoi  ar\4 
oH^ered  to  indemnify  him  with  a  part  of  thetr 
domin,ion^.  The  Turijs  have  been  eafily  per- 
fuaded.  li>ftigated  by  their  ambition,  ao^i 
feduced  by  the  policy  of  France,  they  b  ave 
determined  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Po- 
land. Nqr  ar^  they  without  expedations^ 
4hat  a  diverfion  may  be  made  in  their  favour, 
on  the  fide  of  Sweden.  The  Emprefs  of 
Hufii^,  on  the  other  hand,  is  no  lefs  deter- 
rmined  tp  afiert  the  rights,  and  maiatain  th^ 
dignity,  of  her  Imperial  diadem!.    ' 

As  the  time  feems  b1g  with  importaqt 
events,  I  may,  perhaps,  from  time  to  time^ 
.give  yo4J  fonie  information  concerning  thenu 

A4iei^» 

F.  S^  I  need  not  inform  you  that  the  Ruf- 
:fian  army  is  reckoned  inferior  to  none  ia 
Europe.  It  is  not,  however,  on  her  army 
alone  that  the  Emprefs  means  to  depend.  At 
the  time  that  the  war  is  to  be  carried  on  with 
^great  vigour  in  Moldavia  and  the  Crimea* 
4ome  confiderable  exertions  will  be  ms^de  by 
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fea.  The  dodamand  of  the  great  army,  to 
a&  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland  and  Moldavia, 
is  given  to  Prince  Galitzen :  and  it  is  reported 
that  an  Englifti  Admiral  is  to  have  a  confider- 
able  command  in  the  fleet  intended  for  thfi 
Mediterranean* 
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LETTER      Vlin 
The  Ruffian  Winter. 


COLD!  dcfperately  cokl!  We  h»vc  ha4 
winter  without  the  kail  abiicecoeat  of  its 

rigour  fince  the  firft  of  November;  and  it 
may  continue,  we  are  told,  without  the  leaft 
mitigation,  till  the  beginning  or  the  middle 
of  April.  The  froft  has  been  all  this  while 
Uninterrupted-  The  wind  has  blown  almoft 
conftantly  from  the  norih-caft.  It  comes 
howling  and  cold  from  the  heights  of  Siberia» 
and  has  brought  with  it  immenfe  quantities 
of  fnow.  In  the  beginning  of  winter  the 
fnow  fell,  without  intermiflion,  for  fcvcral 
days.  In  the  country,  nothing  appears  but 
a  boundlefs  white  defart  j  and  the  rivers  are 

almpft  one  chryftalline  mafs. 1  refer  you, 

however,  for  a  better  account  of  a  Ruffian 

^yjpter  than  I  can  pretend  to  give  you,  to 

^  ?  your 
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your  favoutite  Virgil.  In  his  third  Georgia 
you  have  tUe  following  acco\int,  which  I 
fliall  lay  before  you,  circumftance  by  circum-r 
jftance  j  and  which  defcribes  the  o|pje(Sks  I  have 
;iow  ia  view  with  great  exadnefs. 


-Neque  ull«. 


Aut  herbae.  campo  apparent,  aut  arbore  fronde^* 

0*cr  the  unfruitful  fcene 
l^or  fields  ^Qr  trees  are  clotb'4in  lively ^reep. 

Yet  the  feathered  appearance  of  the  boughs 
^nd  little  branches,  is  beautiful  and  romantic ; 

Sed  jacet  aggeribus  olv^is  informis,  <?t  altq 

Terra  gelu  late,  feptemque  afiurgit  in  ulnas. 

V    Semper  hiems,  ifemper  fpirantes  frigora  cauri. 

One  waftc  of  fnow  the  joylefs  landfcape  lies  : 
Seven  ells  in  height  the  riJgy  drifts  arife  ; 
There  fiill  the  bitter  blafts  of  wintej:  dwell. 

The  repetitioa  of  the  word  "  femper*'  in  the 
laft  line  has  an  admirable  efFe£l.  Virgil  could- 
fiot  have  expreffed  himfelf  more  feelingly  oi^ 
the  banks  of  the  Neva.  There  i?  no  circum"! 
glance  feems  to  me  fo  dreary  as  the  '*  fpirantes 
*'  frigora  cauri^''  the  cold-breathing  blafts# 
l^o  tranflatipn  fan  dp  the  paflage  juftice, 
^he  conftant  monotonous  melancholy  foui^d 
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of  thdfe  howling  blafts  m^ke  mealtiQoft  low-^ 
Ipirited. 

Turn  fol  palfentes  haudiihQuani  di(butit  timbras; 
Nor  the  fun's  rays  the  paly  fhade  difpej. 

This  feemB  to  yoii  furprifing.  YoU  think, 
ipcrhaps,  that  we  have  conft'int  clear  weathcl:. 
IFar  from  it*  We  have  had,  fince  the  begin- 
ning of  winter,  a  great  deal  ojf  baz^f  mifty 
weather;  and  the  cold,  on  tht>re  occafions^ 
has  frequently  been  very  intenfe.  The  fky^ 
however,  has  beph  much  clearer  fince  the 
middle  of  January,  than  before  that  time. 
I  have  remarked  a  circumiflance  here  which  I 
never  obferved  in  Britain :  in  the  coldeft  and 
brighteft  weather  you  fee  an  infinite  multi- 
tude of  little  (hining  darts  or  fpiculae,  flying 
in  all  diredions  through  the  iky.  They  feenn 
to  be  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  length ; 
they  have  not  more  thicknefs  than  the  fineft 
hair;  aqd  their  golden  colour,  glancing  as 
they  fhoot  through  the  deep  azure  fky,  has  a 
great  deal  of  beauty.  If  the  weather  were 
warmer,  and  if  the  climate  were  more  ge- 
nial, and  if  we  had  any  belief  in  ancient 
mythology,  we  fhould  take  them  to  be  aa 
immenfe  multUude  of  arrows,  difcharged  hy 
,  E  3  fome 
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foiiie  mifcKlevdus'  Cuptda.  Nor  would  fuch 
an  explanation  be  without  evidence  in  the 
eharader  of  the  RuflTiane. 

Concrefeatit  fubitae  current!  in  flumine  cruflse  : 
Undaqge  pm  tergo  ferrates  fuftinec  orbes^ 
I'uppibus  ilia  prius  patulis,  nunc  bofpita  plaufiris. 

Th*  cncroaebinj  ice  the  loitering  current  feels. 
And  6n  it6  bofom  bears  the  ftudded  wheels : 
Where  crft  the  ftately  bark  was  w&nt  to  ride, 
tV^ggMB  thro'  paths  uoknown  fecurely  g1idc« 

An  this  is  tery  juft,  excepting  in  one  parti- 
tular,  namely,  that  of  the  wheels.  What 
the  ancient  Scythians  might  have  done,  I 
know  not }  but  the  modern  Ruffians  take  the 
wheels  off  their  carriages  in  the  winter,  and, 
in  their  ftead,  ufe.  fledges.  When  the  fnow 
lias  fallen  in  its  greateft  quantity,  and  that 
the  roads  are  beat  fmooth,  the  motion  of  the 
JQedge  is  Very  eafy  and  agreeable.  It  is  drawn 
in  this  country  by  horfes,  and  the  fwiftnefs 
with  which  they  go,  even  upon  ice,  is  afto- 
tiifhing;  The  horfes  here  are  fmall,  but  very 
nimble  and  beautiful;  and  the  Ruffians,  in 
general,  are  excellent  horfemen.  Driving  in 
iledges  is  one  of  the  chief  amufements  that 
perfbns  of  rank  can  have  without  doors  in  the 
winter;  and' accordingly,  they  endeavour  to 
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difplay  their  fancy  iti  the  form  and  embellifh* 
mentB  of  thefe  wbimfical  carriages.  They 
are  quite  opea^  and  the  nxofl;  elegant  I  have 
feen  have  the  appearance  of  fhellst  painted 
with  (howy  colours ;  fo  that  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  drive  in  them  refemble  Divi- 
nities of  the  fea.  Thofe  ufed  by  perfons  of 
any  diftindion  are  drawn  by  two  horfes ;  but 
thofe  that  ply  in  the  fireets  are  drawn  only, 
by  one.  They  fly  with  aftonifhii^  fwiftnefs  ; 
fo  that  in  the  fpace  of  five  or  ten  minutea^ 
you  can  be  tranfported  to  any  quarter  of  th« 
city. 

Stirttque  inpexis  ioduruit  horrida  tmrbk. 

Their  matted  beards  by  the  keen  clnnate  ffore^ 
With  hanging  icicles  are  hard  and  hoar. 

The  circuroflance^  though  true,  is  altxioft  la* 
dicrous ;  but  not  inconfiftent  with  the  free^ 
dom  of  didadic  poetry.  In  addition  to  it»  I 
have  heard  of  a  circumftance  fiitt  more  lodi^ 
crous}  namely,  that  two  Ruffiaa  peaf^irifi^ 
faluting  one  another,  have,  by  f he  fuddenneft 
and  intenfene&of  fhefroft,  kad  th^rbeardk 
unexpedledly  frozen  together.  I  do  not,  kow^ 
ever,  atteft  the  fad. 

£  4  Iiiteiia 
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Intcrea  toto  noh  fieci.usf  aeie  ningk. 
Mcaijwhik  the  flcics  arc  dim  with  fallingfnows. 

TBe  tranffation  here  does  no(  exprefs  the  fa£t 
io  ffraogly  as  the  otiginal.  For  feveralda^s^ 
together,  in  the  heginniftg  of  winter,  as  T 
mentioned  above,  the  fnow  falls  without  the 
leaft  intermiffiori*  ^   "^ 


Confertoque  agmine  cervi 


Torpent  mok  nova,  et  fuftimisvix  cornibus  exftant,  &c. 

In  growing  heaps  bcnumb'd,  the  crowding  deer. 
Scarce  from  beneath  their  branching  antlers  rear,  &d. 

I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  confirm  what  the 
Popt  defcribes  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  fancy 
concerning  the  deer ;  but  I  have  heard  a 
fimilar  account  of  beat-htinting.  The  bear, 
when  the  ffiow  begins  to  fall,  feeks  fome 
holtow,  lays  himfelf  down,  and  is  foon  co- 
vered many  feet  deep*  The  pcafants  difcover 
him  by  a  fthall  opening  through  the  fnow,  by 
which  he  breathes.  The  huntfmeh  immedi*- 
ately  gather  around,  and  puihing  a  lon^g  pike 
through  ^the  wreath  or  heap,  they  pierce  his 
jbofly.  He  wakes^  rufhes  forth,  and  imme- 
diately the  dogs  aflail  him. 

Ipfi  in  defo£Bs  fpecubus,  fecura  Tub  alta 
Otia  aguht  terra,  congeflaque  robora,  tota/que 
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A^olvere  fistic  ulmos,  igniqne  dedcit.: 
Hie  nodiem  ludo  ducont^  et  pocylalxti 
Fermento  atque  acidis  imitantur  yitea  forbis. 
Talis  hyperborcas  feptcm  fubjeda  trioni 
Gens  eiFrxna.virum  Riphai^o.tunditur  Euro: 
E't  pfecada'm  ifulvU  vtlantur  corfiota  fctis, 

/  In  caverns  deep,  with  oak  up  pil*d,  they  raife^ 
And  many  a  bfanching  lelm,  the  cfockling  blaze. 
Prom  cold  fe;$:ure,  around  the  ftaoiing  hearth, 
Wafte  the  long  dregry  night  in  fecial  n^irth* , 
Guilclefs  oi  wine,  the. goblet  lliH  goes  rounds 
With  Ceres' juice,  and  fparkJing  cyder  crown'd. 
Such  is  the  race  of  favage  fwarms  that  Ii« 
Beneath  the  regions  of  the  polar  fky ; 
Ai^d,^  fore  afflicted  by  the  piercing  eaA, 
Their  limbs  with  furs,  and  brinded  ikjns  inveft* 

Some  part  of  this  dcfcnptiori  is  more  appli- 
cable to  the  northern  and  more  uncivilifcd 
parts  of  Ruffia,  than  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Peterlburgh  or  Mofcov<r,  Perhaps  iii  Si- 
beria j&h^  near  the  White  Sea,  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  may  have  their  habitations,  dur- 
ing the  winter,  under  ground  and  in  caverns.* 
The  fuel  here,  agreeably  to  what  the  poet 
fays,  Gonfifts  chiefly  of  wood ;  but  it  is  ufually 
burnt  in  ftoVes  built  in  the  wall ;  fo  that  ia 
a  Ruffian  houfe  you  never  fee  the  flame,  nor 
have  the  comfort  arid  chearfulnefs  of  a  blaz- 
ing fire*     With  regard  to  the  paftime,  drink 
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and  drefs  of  the  Ruffians,  the  Poet  is  as  well 
informed  as  though  be  had  lived  at  Arch* 
angel. 

You  will  no  doubt  remark,  in  the  lines  I 
have  quoted,  an  example  of  that  beautiful 
gradation  and  progrefs  of  thought,  that  oc- 
cur fo  frequently  in  the  works  of  Virgil. 
His  defcription  confifts  of  three  parts.  He 
begins  with  inanimated  nature ;  leaflefs  fo- 
refts,  the  froft,  the  fnow,  and  the  frozen  ri- 
vers. He  then  exhibits  living  objeds,  but 
irrational :  ^^  corpora  magna  bourn  :"  ^'  con- 
**  fertoque  agmine  cervi.'*  In  the  third  part ' 
he  defcribes  the  manners  of  intelligent  and 
rational  beings.-  I  am  fure  you  will  thank 
me  for  having  animated  fo  cold  and  fo  dreary 
a  fubjeA  with  fo  much  excellent  poetry. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER     IX. 

RiUgion  of  the  Rujftans. — Ruffian  Clergy, — 
Anecdote  of  a  Prief. 


To  the  Rev,  Mr.  W . 

REV.  DEAR  SIR, 

I  CAN  ofFcr  you  nothing  very  interefting 
on  the  article  of  Religion.  You  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  tenets  of  the  Greek  Church. 
it  is  pretended  that  its  principles  are  pure 
and  rational :  the  pradice,  Fm  fure,  is  dif- 
ferent. I  may  tell  you  of  pompous  cere- 
monies) magnificent  proceffions,  rich  drefles, 
ihowy  pictures,  fmoking  cenfers,  and  folemn 
mufic ;  but  I  cannot  tell  you  that  the  clergy 
in  general  are  exemplary,  or  the  laity  up- 
right. On  no  confidcration  would  a  Ruffian 
peafant  omit  his  fadings,  the  bending  of  his 
body,  and  the  regularity  of  his  attendance  on 
facred  rites ;  fcourge  him  if  you  will,  yet 
you  cannot  oblige  him  to  crofs  himfelf  with 

more 
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more  tfaam  three  fingers  ;  but  he  has  no  fcrii^ 
pie  to  fteal  or  commit  murder.  Were  I  not 
an  eyc*witnefs,  I  could  fcarcely  conceive  it 
ipoflible,  that  men  (hould  fo  far  impofe  upon 
their  own  mindsi  as  to  fancy  they  are  ren- 
dering acceptable  ferrice  to  Hfeaven  by  the 
performance  df  m4ny  idle  teretnonies,  while 
they  are  ading  inconfiftently  wit^i  every 
moral  obligation.  Judge  of  their  religion  by 
the  following  anecdote* '  ' '  A  Shop-keepet 
!►  tame  on  fome  bufinefs  to  the  houfe  of  an 
Englifh  Merchant,  on  the  evening  before  the 
day  eonfecrated  to  St.  Nicholas.  The  Mer*^ 
thant  was  engaged,  and  begged  he  would  re^ 
turn  on  the  morrow.  ^*  To-morrow,"  faid 
the  pious  Ruffian,  **  you  are  doubtlefs  an  in- 
**  fidel !  The  very  Tartars  have  more  de- 
*'  cency  :  each  of  them  will  fpend  his  rouble 
*'  to-morrow  j  and,  in  honour  of  St.  Nicho^ 
**  las,  get  beeomingly  drunk.'* 

The  Ruffians  obferve  four  fafts  in  the  year^ 
Of  thefe,  Lent  is  of  the  longeft  duration : 
and  one  of  the  moft  folemn  ceremonies  of 
their  religion  is  performed  at  Eafter,  in  ho"- 
iiour  of  the  refurredion  of  Ghrift.  In  fome 
.churches,  the  very  ad  of  refurredion  is  drat^ 
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patically  reprefcnted ;  and  all  the  miniftcring 
priefts,  moving  in  proceffion,  cry  with  a  fo*? 
Icmn  voice,  ''  Chrift  is  arifen  !  •*     The  cere* 
mony   begins  about   two  in   the    morning, 
when  all  the  churches  are  crowded  with  vaft 
multitudes  of  people.     The  following  week 
is  fpent  in  revelry  and  rejoicing.     Hardly 
any  bufinefs  is  done ;  for  the  Ruffians  of  all 
ranks  and   opinions,  nobility  and  peafantry» 
believers  and  unbelievers,  betake  themfclves 
with  the  utmoft  licentioufnefs  to  the  plcafures 
pf  the  table.     They  all  embrace  one  another, 
faying,  "  Chrift  is  arifen,"  and  prefent  egg$ 
to  one  another,  painted  with  various  figures, 
and  infcribed  with  different  devices.     Some 
of  thefe  devices  are  religious  j  fome  amorous; 
and  fome  both  together :  fo  that  it  is  no  un- 
ufual  thing  to  fee  St.  Athanafius  with  a  crofs, 
on  one  fide  of  an  egg ;  and  on  the  other,  a 
lover   falling  at  the    feet    of    his    miftrefs. 
Wherever  they  meet,  whether  they  are  ac- 
quainted with  one  another  or  not,  they  emr 
^)race  and  give  the  cuftomary  falutation.    Nor 
is  it  unufual  to  fee  two  drunken  pcafants 
announcing  the  glad  tidings,  embracing,  and 
tumbling  into   the  kennel,      In  the  vacant 
nlaces  of  the  city,  vaft  crowds  aflemble,  and 

fing 
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fmg  in  their  dytog  chaxr«i  and  partake  of 
every  fort  of  amufement.  Mean  time,  every 
perfoQ  who  chufesi  goes  into  the  churches, 
rings  the  bells  as  long  as  he  thinks  fit,  and 
believes  that  he  is  thus  glorifying  God,  or 
making  expiation  for  his  fins.  The  week 
before  Lent  is  in  like  manner  dedicated  to 
riotous  diverfion;  with  thi«  difference,  that 
when  they  part  with  one  another  on  the  even- 
ing before  the  fad  commences,  they  take 
leave  as  if  they  were  ^oing  on  «  fiir 
journey* 

You  aik  me  particularly  about  the  Rufiiaa 
clergy.  They  are,  in  general,  very  ignorant, 
There  are,  no  doubt,  among  them  men  of 
fbme  learning  and  ingenuity ;  but  their  num- 
ber is  very  fmall.  No  more  learning  is 
ufually  required  of  common  officiating  parifh 
Priefts,  or  Popes,  as  they  call  them,  than 
that  they  be  able  to  read  thp  old  Rufs  or  Scla- 
vonian  language.  They  feldom  oy  never 
preach :  and  their  chief  duty  confifts  in  the 
knowledge  of  forms,  and  in  reading  prayer? 
and  portions  of  fcripturq.  You  may  judge 
of  their  improvement  by  the  following  f^^ 
which  happened  indeed  ip  the  reign  of  a 
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i^rmer  foirereign,  but  which,  without  mifre- 
prefenting  the  religious  manners  of  Ruffia* 
Plight  have  happened  at  prcfent.— At  the 
end  of  Lent,  as  I  mentioned  above,  all  rank« 
of  people  abandon  themfelves  to  feafting  and 
rioting :   but  this  they  are  not  permitted  to 
do  till  the  clergyman  of  the  place  vifits  their 
houfes*  and  gives  them  his  benediftion.  *  It 
happened  that  a  Prieft,  having  had  fome  dif- 
pute  with  one  of  his  flock,  intentionally  pafled 
his  houfe^  when  making  his  progrefs  through 
his  parifh,  and  omitted  giving  him  the  be« 
nediftion  which  he  had  given  the  reft  of  his 
parilhioners.     The  man  was  exceedingly  af- 
flided,    to  be  obliged   to   faft,   and  to  fay 
prayers,  while  all  his  neighbours  were  feaft* 
ing  and  getting  drunk,  was  not  to  be  borne ; 
it  feemed  ftill  more  infufferable  to  his  wife. 
In  all  emergencies  of  this  kind,  the  fair  fex 
are  good  at  giving  good  counfel.     Softened 
by   the  admonitions  of  his  help-mate,    the 
hufband  waited  upon  the  Prieft;    acknow- 
ledged his  fault ;  implored  his  forgivenefs, 
and  craved  his  blefiing.     But  the  holy  man 
was  inexorable.     His  fuppliant  was  forced  to 
f  mploy  his  laft  refource  }  it  was  his  corps-de- 
I  referve ; 
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referve;  a  goofe,  wluoh  he  had  conceal€4 
tinder  his  cloak.  Its  eloquence  was  irrefijOkr 
ihle ;  its  interceilion  was  powerful ;  aad  the 
eScQi  in/la^tajieous.  Fjpr  imoiediately,  oti 
i^ght  of  itji  the  countenance  of  the  holy  maq. 
V^as  changed  ;  his  fevexity  was  foftened  into 
complacency,  and,  fron;i  the  ea:treme  benigr 
mty  qS  his  nature,  hp  was  difpofed  to  gr^ot 
remiffiop  to  a  repenting  finner^  who  ha4 
given  fuch  eyideaqe  of  his  coatritiop.  But 
one  difficulty  remained  :  the  Penitent's  houfe 
was  feveral  miles  diftant  i  the  day  was  far 
fpent ;  next  day  was  Eafter ;  and  the  Clergy*. 
man  was  obliged  to  attend  in  church*  What 
was  to  hicdone?  for  it  waseflential,  in  giving 
the  ufiial  henediQion,  that  it  fliould  be  pro* 
nounced  clofe  by  the  four  corners  of  the  houfe. 
But  the  goofe  .quickened  his  inventjon,  ^nd 
feemed  like  infpiration  to  the  fnan  of  God* 
An  cxpedieu-t  was  immediately  fuggefted  to 
fcitn.  *^  Ho]d  your  cap,^*  faid  he,  to  the 
wondering  Penitent.  *  He  religioufly  hel4 
jopen  his  csyp-  Then  the  Prieft>  croffiug  him* 
lelf,  bending,  an^  holding  his  motuth  over  it^ 
pronounced  the  henedidions  and  exorcifms, 
which  he  would  have  pronounced  at  the 
jaaan's  houfe.    '[  Now/'  faid  l^e,   '^  hold  it 
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^^  clofe ;  get  home  as  faft  as  you  can*  and  at 
**  eterjr  corner  of  your  liouie,  crofling  yoiir- 
**  felf,  open  a  corner  of  your  cap*  and  my 
**  prefence  may  be  difpenfed- with."  Thd 
inan  obeyed ;  thanked  God,  and  got  drunk. 

But,  with  all  tlie  fuprirftUioh  and  igno^ 
tance  of  the  Ruffian  clergy,  it  muft  be  iati- 
knowledgedjn  theif  favour,  that  they  ard 
tolerant,  and  very  charitable  to  thole  oi^  A 
faith  <!ifferent  froih  tKfcir  o#n.'  iThey  fayj 
all  men  nily  go  toi  hfraveh ;  but  tRat  the  dhiei" 
place  will  be  afli^ed  to  the  Ruffians.  Thiai 
toli^ratifag  fpirit  feecbs  to  me  vtffy  wb&drfrful  i 
I  {hall  attend  to  it  inort  minutely :  add  if  t 
ihall  think  myfelf  able  to  fay  arty  thing  fatIP 
fadory  concernirig  its  cscufes,  I  will  very 
frabkly"^  is  on  former  occafion^,  lay  my  opi-< 
iiioft  before  you.    ***** 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     X. 

^be  Ru0Bti  Spring. 

I>BAR  SIR,  Maj  ^2,  1769^ 

1  EMBRACE  the  opportunity  of  a  couner 
going  to  Londocii  to  inform  you  of  my 
health.  Though  the  winter  has  beep  very 
fevere,  and  the  climate  very  different  fron* 
that  of  England,  I  have  had  no  fert  of  ajil^ 
meat.  Our  weather  for  £3me  days  pafthsd 
been  very  warm,  yet  we  have  fcarcely  any 
appearance  of  vegetation;  and  while  the 
woods  with  you  are  filled  with  primroie$  an^ 
hyacinths,  we  fee  not  a  green  leaf.  Indeedt 
when  the  wind  blows  from  the  eaft,  the  cold 
returns  with  it ;  and  the  river  is  filled  with 
large  fragments  of  ice  from  the  Ladago* 
Till  the  beginning  of  April,  the  ice  was  a^ 
firm  on  the  Neva  as  in  the  middle  of  Ja- 
nuary. It  broke  up  a  few  weeks  ago,  and 
announced  its  departure  with  a  dreadful  noife. 

If 
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If  climate  could  have  any  efFeft  on  national 
charadlers,  the  proofs  ought  to  be  manifeft  in 
Ruffia.  The  heats  and  colds  are  exceffive ; 
and  the  tranfition,  from  the  one  extreme  to 
the  other,  fudden.  A  fortnight  ago  the 
ground  was  covered  with  fnow;  this  day  the 
heat  is  almofl  infufFerable :  at  prefent  fcarcely 
a  bud  appears  ;  but  we  expert,  in  a  few  days, 
to  fee  the  fields  and  trees  invefted^  with  ver- 
dure.  A  fliort  letter  this,  ycm  will  fay, 

and  a  fhort  aqcount  of  a  Ruffian  spring.  It 
is  fo ;— but  a  long  defeription  would  be  un- 
fuitable,  when  a  Ruffian  fpring  is  (he  fubjeift. 
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'       '    State  of  Jgncidturc  in  Rujia. 

.    i)EAR   SIR^  Jotiei4,  1769. 

I  AM  juft  returned  from  an  excurfion  of 
.  thirty  vcrfts*  into  the  country.  I  was  at 
a  place:  called  Crafnocelo,-  where  an  Eoglifh- 
man,  who  has  been  fome  time  in  this  coun- 
try, has  eftabliflied  a  manufacture  of  printed 
cloth.  The  weather  was  very  fine,  and  the 
province  of  Itigria,  fouth  and  eaft  from  Sti 
Peterfburgh,  appeared  delightful.  The  coun- 
try is  perfectly  green  j  varied  with  woods, 
confifting  chiefly  of  birch  and  fir ;  and  inter- 
l])erfed  with  a  number  of  rifing  grounds. 

I  travelled  a  confiderable  way  along  the 
banks  of  a  beautiful  little  river>  bor.dered 
with  wood.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Craf- 
liocelo  is  fituated  a  romantic  round  hill,  co- 

*  About  ao  miles. 
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Tered  with  birch,  larix,  and  other  trees  ;  and 
in  the  middle  of  it»  a  delU  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  in  length.  The  fides  of  the  emi* 
nenee  that  furrounds  it  are  very  fteep ;  nor 
is  there  any  accefs  to  it  but  by  a  Hoping 
entry  to  the  weft,  and  not  more  than  twenty 
feet  wide.  This  delightful  little  fpot  is  the 
immediate  property  of  the  crown  j  it  is  laid 
out  like  a  garden,  and  has  in  the  middle  an 
elegant  fmall  pavilion.  Yet  I  fhould  have 
liked  it  better  unadorned,  pr  adorned  only  by 
the  hand  of  nati^re* 

The  foil,  in  this  province,  feems  tolerably 
good;  in  fome  places  a  deep  clayi  and  ii^ 
others  fandy.  It  is,  as  you  may  fuppofe^ 
yery  little  improved.  A  B,uffian  ploi^gh  ist 
indeed,  a  ridiculous  Qbje£t;  fo  light:^  that 
you  piay  lift  it  in  your  hand :  it  is  drawn  by 
one  fmall  horfe  ;  the  plaugh-»(hare  is  no 
bigger  than  a  large  carving  knife,  wid  fcrve^ 
no  other  purpofe  thai^  to  loof«n  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth.  Yet,  in  foQie  places^ 
you  fee  tolerable  crops  of  barley,  rye, 
^^^  buckity  wheat;  and^  in  many  places, 
F  3  c>^tenfiy«i 
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extenfive  meadows,  luxuriant  with  natural 


Indeed,  as  agriculture  is  (lill  in  its  infancy 
in  Ruffia,  on  account  of  the  flavery  of  the 
peafants,  the  prefent  Emprefs  endeavours  to 
promote  fome  knowledge  of  this  neceflary 
art,  by  fornaing  colonies   of  ftrangers,     A 
few  verfts  from  this  city,  there  is  a  fettlement 
of  Germans,  confifting  of  about  a  thoufand 
people ;  and  the  Allowing,  I  have  been  in- 
formed, is  the  manner  and  terms  of  their 
eftablifliment : One  of  the  colonifts  re- 
ceives from  the  Emprefs  a  horfe,  an  ox,  a 
cow,   four  or  five  hundred  rubles,  and  a  por- 
tion of  crown  lands.     Thefe  lands  he  muft 
cultivate;  and,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  he 
muft  repay  the  crowu   the   fum  of  money 
which  he  has  received.     He  is  then  at  liberty 
to  leave  his  farm,    and  fettle  wherever  he 
pleafes.     If  he  remain,  the  farm,  on  pajying 
a  fmall  annual  i'ent  to  the  crown,  becomes 
his  property  for  ever*     There  are  feveral  of 
thefe  colonies  in  different  parts  of  Ruffia : 
they  confift  chiefly   of  German   Lutherans, 
and  are  indulged  in  the  free  exercife  of  their 
religion. 

•  I  hope 
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I  hope  to  hear  from  you  foon;  and  am» 

&c. 

P.  S.  On  the  fourth  of  this  mondif  at  twenty 
minuter  paft  three  in  the  morning,  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  fee  the  tranfit  of 
Venus. 


F4 
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.       ,     LETT  E  R     2^11, 
.  l^rogufi  ^  the  War. 

IT  is  really  imppflible  for  mc,  my   dear 
Sir,  to  give  you  a  circumftaniial  account 
pf  all  the  rencontres,  and  various  a£ls   of 
hoftility  committed,  I  might  father  fay  per- 
petratedi  in  the  prefent  barbarous  and  com^ 
plex  war,  I  doubt  much  whether  it  will  evey 
be  poffible  for  the  cleareft  and  moft  accurate 
hiftorian  to  deliver  thenot  in  a  regular,  par-- 
ticular,  and  complete  detail,     You  will  fee 
the  propriety  of  this  remark,  by  obferving 
the  prefent  fituation  pf  the  di^erent  com* 
batants  and  opponents.     The  whole  of  Pq- 
land  is  in  a  ftate  of  diftraftion.     There  arg 
confederacies  and  aifociatjons  pf  ar^ned  men 
in  every  quarter  \  and  almpft  in  every  quarter 
there  are  Riiflian  troo|)s,  pr  fuch  as  are  in? 
lifted  uqdpr  the  royal  banner*  Of  confequencc 
ther?  are  cpuftapt  encounters  :   fometimes  the 
pne  party,  and  fometimes  the  other,  is  fuc* 
f ef§fyl.    Thefe  confli£ls  contribute  nothipg  tp 

■ '  t?^? 
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the  re-eftafalifhment  of  public  aflFairs :  they 
are  bloody  and  barbarous :  all  the  effcGt  thej 
produce  is,  to  extend  and  diverfify  the  miferies 
of  the  country ;  nor,  in  any  of  them  that  ever 
I  heard  of,  is  there,  even  in  individuals,  any 
fuch  difplay  of  condud>  military  talents,  and 
heroifm,  as,  independent  of  their  efFe£l8,woul4 
render  them  interefting.     It  is  really  wonder-^-- 
f^],  that  the  prefent  civil  war  in  Poland  has 
called  forth  in  that  nation,  no  gallant  fpirits 
to  dravsr  upon  themfelves  particular  attention, 
and  to  rife  above  the  general  mafs  of  furious 
and  fierce  partizans.     No  fupereminent  abi- 
Jities  have  appeared  among  them.     How  di^-- 
ferent  have  been  the  effefts  produced  by  the 
civil  wars  both  in  France  and  in  England  !  Od 
the  frontiers  of  Ruffia  too  you  have  the  fame 
uniform  and  fhocking  fpedlacle.     You  fee  in 
9ne  quarter,  parties  of  favage  Tartars  com- 
mitting ?ruel  depredations  on  New-Serviaj 
and  parties  of  no  lefs  favage  Coflacks,  perpe- 
trating bloody  outrages  in  Wallachia  and  Bef- 
f^rabia.     Fertile  provinces  rendered  defolate, 
towns  and  villages  in  fJames ;  numerous  herds 
of  cattle  rapacioufly  driven  away ;  the  inha- 
bitants butchered,  or  carried  into  captivity, 
^qnfjlitute  the  dreadful  features  of  RufCan  and 

Tartarjaqf 
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Tartarian  warfare.  When  you  confider  thefe 
things,  Ipcrfuadc  myfelf  yoii  will  not  regret 
my  difinclination,  and  indeed  inability,  to  lay 
before  you  circumftantial  details.  One  event, 
however,  has  happened  on  the  eaftern  frontier, 
which  may  be  of  Angular  importance  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  war.  The  Ruffians  have 
taken  pofleffion  of  Afoph  ;  and  jis  it  may  be 
of  great  fervice  in  affifting  them  to  carry  on  a 
naval  war  with  their  adverfaries,  they  havfe 
en^ployed  a  number  of  men  in  repairing  the 
fortifications. 

As  far  as  I  am  able,  I  Ihall  give  you  a  more 
particular  account  of  the  motions  and  atchieve- 
ments  of  the  great  armies  under  Prince  Gal- 
litzin  and  the  Grand  Vizir.  The  great  Rut- 
^lan  army,  in  the  prefent  campaign,  feems  to 
dire£t  its  chief  operations  againft  Moldavia- 
Perhaps,  as  this  Province  is  contiguous  to  Po- 
land, it  may  be  the  intention  of  the  Emprefs . 
to  prevent,  or  cut  off,  as  early  as  poffible,  any 
intercourfe  between  the  Turks  and  the  Poles. 
Accordingly,  Prince  Gallitzin  led  his  army, 
as  foon  as  he  was  able,  to  the  banks  of  the 
Neifter^  intending,  by  a  fudden  attack,  to  feize 
Chotzim,  the  frontier  town.    He  croffed  the 

river, 
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river,  and  on  the  thirtieth  of  April  attacked 
an  army  of  above  twenty-five  thoufand  Turks, 
in  their  entrenchments  under  the  walls.  They 
were  defended  by  the  artillery  of  the  fortrefs^ 
Caraman  Pacha,  who  commanded  them,  made 
his  cavalry  charge  the  right  wing  of  the  Ruf- 
fians ;  but  notwithftanding  the  valour  of  their 
attack,  and  the  advantages  of  fituation,  the 
Turks  were  totally  routed  and  driven  out  of 
their  camp*  General  Ifmaelof  purfued  them, 
and  it  is  faid,  that  the  blood(hed,  both  in  the 
battle  and  the  purfuit,  was  very  confiderable. 
About  the  fame  time  fome  confiderable  ad- 
van^ges  were  gained  by  Prince  Proforowlky 
over  a  detachment  of  the  enemy,  at  no  great 
diftance  from  Chotzim.  Thefe  fucceffes  you 
may  be  fure,  and  this  happy  commencement 
of  the  war,  occafion  much  rejoicing  in  the 
capital,  I  heard  Te  Deum  fung  before  the 
Emprefs  in  the  Cafan  church,  on  account 
of  them.  Indeed,  the  iffue  of  this  war  may 
be  of  great  confequence,  not  only  to  the  Ruf* 
fian  empire,  but  to  the  Emprefs  in  particular* 
Her  elevation  to  the  throne  was  not  aufpicious; 
and  there  are,  no  doubt,  many  perfons  in  the 
empire  not  yet  reconciled  to  her  government. 

Many 
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Many  of  the  nobility  choofe  rather  to  refide  at 
Mofcow,  than  with  the  court  at  St.  Peteriburgi 
The  Ruffians  are  in  general  fickle,  and  fond 
of  change-  The  Great  Duke  will  foon  be  of 
age,  and  it  was  underftood  by^  many,  when 
the  Eroprefs  was  crowned,  that  when  her  foa 
was  old  enough  to  reign^  flie  was  to  refign* 
An  unfuccefsful  foreign  war  tends  to  impair 
the  authority  of  all  defpots;  and  thia  is  the 
firft  foreign  war  Ihe  has  ever  waged.  To  her^ 
therefore,  in  circumftances  fo  particular,  th^ 
iiTue  of  the  war  is  of  the  greateft  importancef 
Accordingly  Ih^  exerts  every  effort ;  and, 
a£^uated  in  this  manner,  we  are  not  to  ex-p 
pe£t  a  languid,  flow,  and  protrad:ed  conteft, 
but  a  war  of  fpirited  and  vigorous  operation* 
The  redu(3:ion  of  Chotzira,  it  is  expected,  will 
be  the  immediate  confequence  of  Galitzin^ 
vi^apry  ;  and  in  the  inean  time  a  confiderablc^ 
fleet  is  preparing  at  Cronftadt,  to  attempt 
fome  important  ftrokeiri  the  Mediterranean  or 
Archipelago.  Oqe  of  the  beft  officers  in  the 
Ruffian  fleet,  is  Commodore  Greig,  a  native  of 
Fifefliire/  His  naval  abilities  are  reckoned  very 
great ;  yet  that  fimplicity  and  mpdefty  of  de- 
portment which  ufi^ally  accompany,  and  tocf 
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often  veil,  the  moft  diftinguifhed  merit,  may 
with  a  people,  fo  fond  of  fhew  and  glare 
as  the  Ruffians  are,  and  fo  apt  to  judge  of 
men,  according  as  they  feem  to  entertain  a 
high  opinion  of  theinfelves,  keep  out  of  fight 
for  a  timCf  and  even  lelTcQ  the  value  of  hit 
abilities.    *  *  * 
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LETTER      XIII. 
Anecdotes  of  Count  Munich. 

liland  of  Caminioiofirovir,  Jaly,  1769* 

«  T*S  L  A  N  D  of  Caminioioftrow/'  methinks 
A  I  hear  you  repeat  with  terror,  after  ob- 
ferving  the  date  of  my  letter,  recolleding 
yourfelf,  turning  over  to  a  map  of  Ruffia, 
and  with  an  anxious  eye  looking  towards  Si- 
beria. No  occafion,  my  good  friend,  for 
your  fears  ;  I  have  not  been  guilty  of  treafon, 
and  am  neither  banifhed  to  the  frozen  Sea, 
nor  to  the  borders  of  China,  The  place  I 
write  from,  is  an  ifland  in  our  river,  where 
Lord  C.  and  his  family  are  to  pafs  the  weeks, 
you  will  obferve  I  don't  fay  months,  of  the 
fummer. 

It  is  indeed  a  delightful  recefs ;  diftant  no 
more  than  three  miles  from  St.  Peterfburgh. 
It  is  the   northmoft  of  a  numerous  clufter 
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of  iflands  formed  in  the  mouth  of  the  Nevt^ 
where  it  enters  the  gulph  of  Finland,  and 
15  joined  to  Peterfburfky  ifluad  by  a  bridge 
of  nine  boats.  It  is  fcarcely  two  miles  iqi 
length,  and  not  more  than  half  a  mile 
broad.  This,  and  all  the  neighbouring 
iflands,  and  the  banks  of  the  river,  are 
adorned  with  wood,  chiefly  with  birch,  which 
grows  very  tall  and  bufhy,  and  whofe  fine 
iilyer  bark  makes  a  beautiful  contraft  witH 
the  deep  verdure  of  the  leaves.  •  Our  little 
ifle,  for  there  are  feme  much  larger,  is  finely 
Interfperfed  with  lawns  and  meadows;  and 
Its  fields  and  (hores  are  diverfified  with  a 
number  of  flowers.  The  wild  flower,  which 
feems  to  grow  here  in  the  greateft  abundance, 
is  the  lily  of  the  valley.  The  river,  branch- 
ing out  into  many  clear  deep  ftreams,  laves 
the  green  borders  of  the  different  iflands: 
and  the  fragrance  wafted  from  the  trees, 
efpecially  in  an  evening,  heightens  the  /plea- 
fure  of  the  fcene.  Nothing  can  be  more 
agreeable  than  to  row  around  this  and  the 
adjacent  fhores,  in  a  fine  morning,  or  in  a 
moon-Hght  night.  The  .  Ruflian  bargemen 
ufually*  fing  as  they  row-j  they  fing  in  cho- 
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rufes ;  the  mufic  is  fometimcft  accompanied 
i/vitha  horn  ;  and  in  the  ftilln^fs  of  the  night» 
^nd,  when  heard  at  fome  diftance^  it  has  a  fd^ 
lemn  efFeft. 

In  this  ifland  is  a  fmall  palace  t  belonging 
to  the  great  Duke^  which  Lord  C.  poflefles 
during  the  fummer;  and  adjoining  td  it  is  a 
little  gardens  laid  out  with  arched  and  gravel 
walks.  It  was  built  by  G)unt  Beftuchefi 
who  was  Chancellor  during  part  of  the  reign 
of  the  late  Emprefs.  While  he  continued  in 
favour,  he  wa^  regarded  as  Prime  Minifteri 
and  the  foremoll  man  in  the  empire.  His 
door  was  daily  befet  with  coaches ;  and  alt 
the  nobility  looked  up  to  him,  almofl  aS  to 
their  fovereign :  his  fmile  conftitiited  their 
happinefs,  and  his  frown  their  mifery.  But 
having  fallen  into  difgrace,  he  was  inftantly 
ftripped  of  his  honours,  ofiices,  and  eftate ; 
and  was  exiled  into  fome  remote  and  inho- 
fpi table  corner  of  that  empire  which  he  for- 
merly governed. 

Oh  bow  wretched 
Is  that  poor  mam  that  bangs  on  prinees'  favours ! 
There  is  betwixt  that  finile  he  would  afpire  to. 
That  fweet  afpeA  of  princes  aii'd  his  ruin. 
More  pangs  and  tears  than  war  or  women  have  i 
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And  when  he  falls,  he  falls  like  Lucifer, 
Never  to  hope  again. 

Reverfes  of  this  fort  are  not  unufual  here> 
atid  in  other  countries  that  are  governed  by 
defpots*  In  the  life  of  no  great  man  in  this 
empire  were  they  illuftrated  more  remark* 
ablyj  than  in  that  of  the  famous  Count  Mu- 
nich. The  old  age  of  this  celebrated  General 
was  marked  by  fome  ftriking  circumftances, 
which  are  not  very  generally  known,  and  of 
which  the  following  account  may  afford  you 
fbme  amufement. 

Count  Munich  was  Prime  Minifter  of 
Ruffia,  in  the  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Anna 
Ivanowna,  and  in  that  of  her  fucceffor  Ivan  ; 
was  condemned  to  fufFer  death  by  the  Em- 
prefs Elizabeth,  but  received  a  pardon  on  the 
fcafFold  5  and,  inftead  of  being  beheaded,  was 
banifhed  into  Siberia.  Count  Oflerman,  his 
political  rival,  was  to  have  fufFered  death  at 
the  fame  time^  and  in  the  fame  manner :  he 
afcended  the  fcaffold ;  faw  the  axe  and  the 
executioner ;  committed  his  foul  to  heaven  ; 
laid  his  head  upon  the  block ;  expeded  the 
deadly  blow;  was  lifted  up;  had  his  eyes 
uncovered;  and  was  told  that  the  Empi^efs 

G  had 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8,2  ANECDOTES  OF  THE 

had  fpared  his  life,  but  that  he  mud  ga  into 
baniflbment*  One  might  afk,  whether,  in 
this  inftance,  mercy  vore  the  vizor  of  cijuelty, 

or  crqelty    tha  vizor    of   merey?— Th^ 

^pumcf^,  Munich  h^jl  the  liberty  pif  chp^yfingt 
either  to  accompany  her  huib^nd  into  a  wild 
and  dreary  region  in  the  north  of  Afia ;  or 
to  remain  with  her  acquaintance  wd  fri^nd^ 
in  Peterfburg.  Without  hefitatioo  oj:  reluc- 
tance ihe  chofe  to  follov  her  hufb^ndt 

The  commanding  officer  of-^the  fortrefe 
where  the  Count  was  confined,  was  flridly 
enjoined  to  allow  him  no  more  than  the  mere 
neceflaries  of  life;  and  was  ordered  to  in- 
dulge him  in  no  alleviation  of  his  fufferings. 
But,  fortunately  for  Munich,  the  Officer  had 
ferved  under  him  in  the  Turkifh  war,  and 
was  a  perfon  of  a  generous  and  humane  difpo- 
fitions.     Moved  by  veneration  for  his  Gene- 
ral, whom  he  had  feen  performing  fo  many 
gallant  exploits,  and  conceiving  himfelf  out 
of  the  reach  of  information,  by  his  great  di- 
ftance  from  the  capital,  he  did  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  foften  the  rigour  of  exile ;  and, 
among  other  indulgences,  permitted  him  the 
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life  of  materials  for  writing,  and  to  have  fome 
intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try. The  Countefs  found  amufemcnt,  and 
plcafure,  and  relief,  during  many  folitary 
years,  in  inftrufting  the  children  of  the  neigh- 
bouring peafants.  For  this  alleviation  of  her 
misfortune,  (he  was  indebted  to  the  fame 
goodnefs  of  heart,  that  carried  her  from  the 
gaiety  of  focial  life  iato  the  midft  of  a  lonely 
defart:  for  had  (he  been  proud  and  felfifli, 
&e  could  not  have  fubmitted  to»  or  been  ca- 
pable of»  any  fuch  employment;  and  muft 
confcquently  have  been  deprived  of  the  com- 
fort which  it  afforded  her.  Even  the  dif- 
charge  of  her  duty  to  her  huiband,  and  his 
affedtionate  gratitude,  could  not  otherwife 
have  preferved  her  from  pining^  The  Count 
found  amufement  in  the  exercifes  of  a  wdll- 
regulated  underftanding  ;  he  employed  him- 
felf  in  writing  the  memoirs  of  his  life,  and 
in  drawing  plans  of  fieges  and  fortifications. 

But  thefe  alleviations  of  their  captivity 
were  interrupted.  A  Ruffian  officer  paffing 
through  the  country,  and  flaying  fome  days 
at  the  fortrefs,  obferved  the  liberty  enjoyed 
by  Munich,  arid  had  the  Angular  inhumanity, 
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on  his  return  to  St.  Peterlburg,  to  inform  EK- 
zabeth  of  all  he  had  feen.  The  difpofitiona 
which  led  him  to  inform,  led  him  alfo  to  exag- 
gerate. He  infinuated,  that  the  Count  was 
plotting  mifchief  againft  the  Emprefsy  or 
againft  the  ftate  :  and  that  his  plans  and  writ- 
ings were  not  matter  of  mere  amufement. 
Accordingly,  the  friend  of  Munich  was  fud- 
denly  recalled,  diveftcd  of  his  authority,  and 
threatened  with  the  punifhment  of  treafonablc 
difobedience.  But  the  Count,  in  order  to  ex-i 
culpatc  his  benefadtor,  fent  all  the  papers  he 
poffeffed,  thofe  memoirs,  and  thofe  plans 
which  were  the  objects  of  his  affedion,  and  his 
folace  for  many  winters  of  difmal  folitude : 
he  fent  them  with  the  utmoft  readinefs  to  St. 
Peterlburg.  This  effort  coft  him  a  grievous 
pang.  They  were  burnt.  But  they  were 
an  oblation  offered  on  the  altar  of  grateful 
friendfhip ;  for  he  had  the  confolation  of  learn- 
ing, that  they  had  been  the  means  of  preferv- 
ing  his  friend  from  rigorous  punifhment.  He 
had  not,  however,  the  happinefs  of  feeing  him 
return  to  Siberia. 

On  the  acceffion  of  Peter  the  Third  he  was 
relieved  from  his  captivity  j  and,  after  an  exile 
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of  twenty-five  years,  was  reftored  to  his  for- 
mer honours.  One  of  the  firft  perfons  he  met 
with  at  Court,  after  his  reftoration,  was  his 
old  enemy  and  rival  Count  Ofterman,  who, 
afS  was  above  mentioned,  had  been  exiled  at. 
the  fame  time  with  himfelf,  and  was  now  alfo 
at  Court,  for  the  firft  time,  fince  his  recal. 
What,  do  you  apprehend,  were  the  fentiments 
of  thefe  two  remarkable  men,  on  this  extraor- 
dinary and  unex:peded  meeting  ?  They  had 
been  equaHy  ambitious ;  had  pofiefied  fimilar 
political  abilities;  had  been  engaged  in  the 
fame  purfuits  ;  competitors  for  the  fame  pre- 
eminence, and  of  courfe  in  violent  oppofitioa 
to  each  other  :  they  had  both  been  difappoint- 
ed,  had  fuffered  fimilar  punifhment,  and  were 
now,  after  a  long  period,  in  the  fame  manner^ 
and  at  the  fame  inflant,  releafed*  Would  any 
remains  of  their  old  animofity  ftill  lurk  ia 
their bofoms,  and  ftill  darken  their  hearts  ?  Or, 
rather,  cured  of  the  ambition  which  had  for- 
merly fet  them  at  variance,  would  they  not 
regard  one  another  with  fome  complacency  f 
Would  they  not  feel  as  if  they  had  met  in  hea- 
"^ea  ?  And,  defpifing  the  littlenefs  of  their  for- 
mer diffexifions,  would  not  the  recolledlioa 
i^iie  their  aflfeAions  ?  Sucbj  perhaps^  would 

P  3  Jbaye 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC  


S6  ANECDOTES   OF   THE 

have  beea  the  tendency  of  tKeir  feelmg^,  if 
the  prefence  of  fo  many  fpedlators,  who  be- 
l^eld  them  vvith  gazing  curiofity,  had  not  im- 
preffcd  their  minds  with  the  dread  of  impro- 
priety* and  fa  retrained  their  emotions.  The 
circumftances  were  indeed  difagreeable ;  and 
the  Emperor,  by  whofe  clemency  they  were 
wftoied,  would  have  fhewn  a  delicate,  inftead 
of  a  whimfical  generofity,  if  he  had  prevented 
a  fituation  fo  very  painful.  I  am  indeed  per- 
fuaded,  by  the  following  anecdote,  that  if  the 
heart  of  Munich  had  been  allowed  to  flow  un- 
reilrained>  it  would  have  flowed  in  a  full  ftream 
of  complacency. — Soon  after  his  return  to  St. 
Peterlburg,  the  perfon  who  had  fo  malicioully 
informed  againft  the  Oflicer  who  had  fhewn 
him  fo  much  attention  in  Siberia*  fought  an 
early  opportunity  of  waiting  upon  him,  threw 
bimfelf  at  his  feet,  and  craved  his  forgivenefs- 
"  Go,'*  faid  the  old  man,  "  were  my  heart 
**  like  yours,  perhaps  I  might  feek  for  re- 
•'  venge ;  but  as  I  am  out  of  your  reach  you 
*^  have  no  reafon  to  be  afraid."  An  anecdote 
of  the  fame  kind  is  related  of  the  Emperor 
Adrian.  After  his  elevation  to  the  imperial 
dignity,  meeting  a  perfon  who  had  formerly 
been  his  moft  inveterate  enemy :  ^*  My  good 
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friend,'*  cried  he,  **  you  have  efcaped,  for  I 
**  .am  Emperor." 

Munich  died  not  long  after  the  acccflion  of 
Catharine  the  Second :  and  I  have  heard,  that 
though  much  foHcited,  he  would  never  accept 
of  any  marks  of  her  favour.     *'  I  am  an  old 
man,"  he  would  fometimesfay :  "  I  have  al- 
ready fuffered  many  misfortunes;  and  if  I 
**  purchafed  a  few  years  of  life  by  the  proftitu- 
*'  tion  of  my  opinions,  I  fhould  make  but  a 
**  bad  ejtchange."  He  had,  at  the  ti  me  of  Peter's 
dethronement,  given  him  fome  very  fpirited 
counfel :   "  Go  forth,'*  faid  he,  *'  put  your- 
**  felf  at  the  head  of  the  troops  you  have  with 
**  you,   or  go  forth  alone ;  addrefs  the  two 
'*  regiments  that  are  marching  againft  you : 
Tell   them   you  are  their  fovereign,   the 
"  grandfon  of  Peter  the  Great ;  afk  them  if 
**  they  have  been  aggrieved,  and  affiire  them 
**  of  full  redrefs.     I  will  forfeit  my  hoary 
•*  head,  if  they  do  not  fling  down  their  arms, 
**  and  fall  proftrate  before  you.'*     But  Peter 
was  infatuated;  would  not  follow  his  counfels; 
and  was  dethroned. — The  prefent  Emprefs 
(hews  every  mark  of  regard  and  attention  to 
the  fon  and  grand fons  of  Munich.     Adieu. 
G4 
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LETTER    XIV.     (ExtractO 
Progrefs  of  the  War. 


Jane  1769. 

*  #  ♦  *  *  TT  INFORMED  you  in  my  laftpo* 
-*■  litical  letter  that  we  expeded 
daily  accounts  of  the  reduftion  of  Chotzim, 
This  event,  however,  has  not  taken  place. 
On  the  contrary,  Galitzin  has  at  prefent  re- 
linquiflied  his  attempt,  and  has  repafled  the 
Neifter.  This  occafions  a  good  deal  of  fur- 
prize  ;  for  people,  who  know  not  upon  how 
Tnany  minute  circumftances  military  opera- 
tions very  often  depend,  are  ever  fanguine  in 
their  expedations,  and,  in  the  ardour  of  their 
wifhes,  not  only  defire  but  expeCt,  that  every 
advantage  fliall  be  inftantly  followed  by  fome^^ 
thing  ftill  more  marvellous  smd  impo^'tant. 

I  mentioned  to  you,  that  Prince  Galitzin's 
defign  was  to  reduce  Chotzim  by  a  fucjden  ^C- 
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fault.     But  he  was  difappointed  by  the  dex- 
terity of  Caraman  Pacha,  who  threw  fo  great 
a  part  of  his  army  into  the  place,  that  it  was 
utterly  impoffible  for  the  Ruffians  to  proceed 
againft  it  in  the  manner  they  intended ;  nor 
were  they  provided,  it  is  faid,  with  artillery 
for  profecuting  a  regular  fiege.     Add  to  this, 
that  the  Ruffian  army  is  by  no  means  fo  nu- 
merous as  the  news-papers  report.     Befides, 
the  diforders  in  Poland  were  riling  to  fuch  a 
height,  as  perhaps  made  ic  neceflary  for  the 
great  Ruffian  army  to  give  fome  attention  to 
that  quarter.     That  the  Poles  ihould  be  par-^ 
ticularly  furious  at  prcfent,  is  not .  merely  to 
be  accounted  for  by  their  hope  of  affiftance 
from  the  Sultan,  and  the  removal  of  fome  of 
the  Ruffian  troops  that  were  ftationed  among 
t;hem,  to  the  borders  of  Turkey ;  but  from 
fome  late  meafures  of  the  Ruffian  court. 

The  Emprefs,  as  was  already  tnentioned,^  is 
»auated  by  many  confiderations,  not  to  pro- 
tract, but  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour. 
Tlfis  principle  appears,  and  throws  itfelf  out 
in  a  variety  of  operations:  in  confequence  of 
the  general  determination,  it  is  applied  in  all 
cafes  J  and  it  is  applied  in  fome  cafes  that  ought 
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to  have  been  excepted,  and  where  it  is  not  ex- 
pedient.   It  is  owing  to  this  that  the  Emjprefs 
iflued  a  proclamation^  and  which  produced  a 
fimilar  declaration  from  Conftantinople,  al- 
lowing  npne  of  the  Poles,  in  the  prefent  con- 
teft»  to  remain  neuter  ;  but  to  take  part,  in  a 
decided  and  adlive  manner,  with  one  or  other 
of  the  contending  powers :  and  this  of  itfelf 
has  thrown  them  into  the  greatelt  ferhotent.— r 
From  one  or  all  of  thefe  caufes,  Prince  Galit- 
zin  has  found  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of 
repaffing  the  Neifter.     Nor  is  it  unlikely  that 
his  outpoftsj  tnd  the  detachments  fent  from 
his  army,  either  for  provifions,  forage,  or  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy,  may  have  fuftained  con- 
fiderable  loffes.     The  Turks  adtually  contend, 
that  he  has  been  compelled,  by  force  of  arms, 
to  abandon  the  ficge  :  and,  according  to  every 
thing  I  can  learn,  thefuperiority  of  the  Turkifli 
cavalry  give  them  a  decided  advantage  in  all 
ikirmifhes,   and  on  all  occafions,  where  the 
Ruffian  infantry  is  not  engaged.     ***** 
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LETTER    XV. 

Excurjion  into    Carelia. — State   of  the 
Finlanders. 


DEAR  SIR,  July,  1769. 

I  AM  juft  returned  from  a  very  agreeable 
.  excurfioa  into  the  province  of  Carelia. 
The  appearance  of  the  country  at  this  feafon  ia 
remarkably  pleafant.  It  rifes  in  little  hilla, 
and  is  a  good  deal  covered  with  birch,  fir^ 
aller,  and  other  trees.  In  the  woods  there  arc 
a  number  of  hurtleberries,  cranberries,  and 
wild  ftrawberrics.  The  foil  is  in  general  light 
and  fandy,  and  the  country  is  diverfified  with 
little  green  lawns,  meadows,  and  corn-fields. 
I  was  furprized  at  the  fizeof  the  grafshoppers; 
they  are  at  leaft  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length. 
The  houfes  in  the  villages  are  conftruded  of 
wood ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
are  chiefly  Fins. 
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The  Fins  are  neither  fotall,  nor  fo  handfome 
as  the  Ruffians.  Their  hair  is  light-coloured, 
and  their  complexions  fair;  fo  that  though 
their  children  are  very  comely,  the  poornefs  of 
their  diet,  and  the  inclement  weather  to  which 
they  are  fo  much  expofed,  give  them,  whea 
grown  up  to  youth  and  manhood,  even  a  mi- 
ferable  appearance.  Their  language  is  totally 
different  from  that  of  the  Ruffians :  being 
chiefly  Lutherans,  they  are  alfo  of  a  different 
religion ;  and  though  all  the  fubjedts  of  this 
empire  may  be  confidered  on  an  equal  foodng 
in  regard  to  freedom,  yet'  having  been  con- 
quered by  the  Ruffians,  they  are  conAdered  as 
their  inferiora.  They  are  accordingly  treated 
"^ith  the  utmofl  infult  and  abufe. 

Nothing  indeed  can  be  more  deplorable  than 
the  condition  of  a  people  reduced  by,  and  con- 
fltituting  a  part  of  another  nation,  but  differ-, 
ing  from  them  in  language,  cufloms  and  re- 
ligion. Such  differences  will  expofe  them  to 
contempt ;  the  contepipt  they  meet  with  will 
ijx  time  make  them  deferve  it :  treated  with 
510  refpedt  by  others  who  have  power  pver 
them,  they  will  lofe  allfenfe  of  chara<^er,  and. 
|iavp  no  refped  for  themfelves :  thus,  not  dar- 
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ing  to  exprefs  their  refciitment  in  a  refolute 
and  manly  manner,  they  will  harbour  fenti- 
ments  of  latent  malice  j  they  will  indulge  ig-* 
BominiousTicee  ;  become  mean,  infidious,  and 
deceitful.  ^  Perhaps  circumftanccs  of  this  fort 
may  account  for  the  charadler  of  many  mo-» 
dern  Jews;  and,  fo  long  asthefe  circumftancesf 
Gontinue,  they  will  always  be  a  feparate  people. 
—On  the  difperfion  of  that  famous  nation^ 
many   things   concurred    to  keep  them  dif- 
tinft  from  the'  other  nations  among  whom 
they  dwelt,  and  to  render  them  evep  objefts 
of  their  averfion.     This  was  particularly  the 
cafe  in  Europe.   '  Among  the  European  ftates 
the  manners  and  maxims  of  chivalry  were 
about  to  commence :  men  fubfifted  by  war  and 
agriculture ;  commerce  and  manufactures  were 
not  held  in  efteem.    But  the  JewsVere  neither 
proprietors  of  land,  nor  retainers  on  great  men : 
they  no  longer  made  ufe  of  the  fword  ;  and 
liibfifted  neither  by  agriculture  nor  military 
depredation.  Contemned  anddetefted  for  their 
origin,  their  religion,  their  hatred  of  Chriftian- 
ity,  and  their  perfecution  of  its  holy  Author, 
they  felt  that  they  had  no  charader  to  lofe, 
and  betook  themfelves  for  fubfiftence  to  fuch 
employments  as  the  Europeans  defpifed.  They 
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earned  a  livelihood  by  trafgc ;  and  by  Aich  oc-> 
capations  as  among  the  Romans,   and   ibe 
northern  nations  who  rofe  on  the  rums  of 
Rome,  were  never  pradiied  but  by  thedrega 
of  the  people.     This  therefore  added  to  the 
contempt  and  ha:tred  of  their  condition ;  and 
contributed,   by  a  correfponding  procefs,  to 
render  them  really  bafe  and  defpicable.     Per- 
ceiviag  and  feeling  that    they  were  already 
hated  and  defpifed,  they  had  not  fufficient  for-' 
titude  to  contend  with,  and  overcome  the  mife- 
rable  influences  of  (ituation ;   they  fufFered 
themiHves  to  deferve  both  contempt  and  aver- 
fion»  and  not  only  engaged  in  employments 
which  were  held  difhonpurable,  but  adled  di£- 
licmourably  in  i^ch  employments.     They  not 
only  pradtifed  commerce*  but  were  guilty  of 
frauds  As  Europe  became  civilized,  they  found 
tihat  they  were  enabled,  by  their  occupations^ 
both  to  fubfift  and  become  wealthy.  Their  (itua- 
tion, therefore^  however  defpifed  by  the  Gen- 
tilea>  had  confiderable  advantages,  which  corn*- 
penfated  for  the  contemptthey  fufFered,andre- 
cc^ciled  them  to  their  condition..    It  ought 
alfotobe  remarked,  that  the  opportunity  which 
fraud  and  deceit  gave  them  of  retaliating  in 
ibme  meafure  the  injuries  they  underwent,  as 
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it  gratified  their  refentnjjsnt,  tended  to  darken 
their  underftaadings,  and  hindered  them  froai 
difcerning  the  atrocity  of  their   condw<3j*-^ 
Upon  the  \yhole,  of  thiadigreffioa  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  remark,  that  thofe  who  enjoy 
pre-eminence,  and  treat  their  inferiors  with, 
contempt,  merely  on  account  of  difference  of 
lituation>  trefpafs  againlt  the^Jnterefts  of  fo- 
ciety ,  by  compelling  men  to  beeome  worthlefs. 
It  may  alfo  be  mentioned,  that  as  fituations  of 
this  fort  are  of  fuch  powerful,  as  well  as  of 
fuch  malignant  influence,  if  there  are  perfbna 
who,  in  defiance  of  them,aflert  the  dignity  of 
human  nature  by  the  inflexible  dignity  of 
their  own  condudk,  they  do  honour  to  the 
fpecies.  . 

In  returning  from  my  excurfion  I  faw  fome 
very  beautiful  landfkips.  Travelling  through 
a  thin  wood  of  birch  and  aller,  I  had  a  fine 
view  to  the  fouth  of  the  Gulph  of  Finland, 
bounded  by  ^fthonia,  which  prefented  the 
palaces  of  Peterhoff^  and  Oranibaum^  and  was 
^iverfified  by  anumberof  veflels  that  lay  at  an- 
chor. Towards  the  eafl:  was  a  green  and 
bufliy  wildernefs  j  the  numerous  iflands  of 
the  Neva  adorned  with  wood  j  the  river  flow- 
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ing  around  them  ih'  different]  channels ;  and 
the  gilded  or  painted  fpiresof  the  city  rifing^ 
as  it  were,  from  the  midft  df  a  foreft.     The 
fun  fetting  bright  in  the  weft,  and  flouring  a 
blaze  of  radiance  on  the  gulph,  heightened  in 
a  remarkable  manner  the  beauty  of  the  land- 
Ikip.    I  went  into  a  barge  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Neva ;  the  tx>urfe  of  the  ftream  was  per- 
fedly  fmooth ;  the  banks  and  borders  of  the 
fragrant   and  green  iflands,  as  I  was  rowed 
along,  were  for  ever  changing  their  appear- 
ance ;  and  the  bargemen  firuck  their  oars  ac- 
cording to  the  cadences  of  their  vocal  concert. 
The  moon,{hining  over  the  whole  with  tempe- 
rate but  unclouded  radiance,  rendered  the  fcene 
very  foft  and  folemn. 

Adieu. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


RUSSIAN     EMPIRE*  97 

LEtTEii    XVI.    (Extract.) 
tables  iranjlatedfrom  the  German  ofLEs^iUQ. 


*  *  *  *  A  MONO  thofe  in  St.  Peterlburg 
-^^  who  feek  amufement  in  read- 
ing, I  find  that  German  literature  is  much  in 
fafliion.  Indeed  many  German  authors  have 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  of  late,  not  only  by 
their  learning  and  depth  of  philofophical  re- 
fearch,  but  by  elegance  of  compofition,  and 
the  graces  of  fine  writing.  They  feem  par- 
ticularly fond  of  fables  :  there  is  a  fimplicity 
in  their  language  which  is  well  fuited  to  that 
fpecies  of  compofition  ;  and  two  of  their  fabu- 
lifts,  Leffing  and  Gellert^  the  one  in  verfe,  and 
the  other  in  profe,  have  rifen  to  very  high  re- 
putation. With  Gellert  you  are  already  ac- 
Jjuainted ;  and  of  Leffing's  inventive  talents, 
you  will  perhaps  agree  with  me,  that  the  fol- 
lowing tranflations  of  his  fifth  and  fifty- fourth 
fables  are  no  unfavourable  fpecimens. 

H  JUPITER 
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JUPITER  and  f Be  HORSE.     A  Fablit.    * 

[Tranflated  from  the  German  of  Lcffing.  J 

**  Father  of  men  and  beads  V^  faid  the  Horfe^ 
approaching  the  throne  of  Jupiter,  "  it  ia^ 
**  faid  of  me,  that  I  am  one  of  the  moft  beau- 
•*  tiful  animals  with  which  thou  haft  adorned 
*♦  the  world  j  and  felf-fovc  inclines  nae  to  be- 
"  lieve  the  charader  juft :  yet  in  fomc  par- 
^  ticul&rs,  my  ipp^arance  might  admit  of 
^  improvement/^ 

•*  Of  what  kind  ?  Inform  me.  I  am  wilt- 
*•  ing  to  receive  inftrud:ion,"  faid  the  Father 
of  all,  and  fmiled. 

"  I  would  probably  run  better,'''  replied  the 
Steed,  '*  if-  my  legs  were  longer,  and  more 
♦*  (lender  ;  a  neck  like  a  fwan  would.be  more 
•*  becoming;  a  wider  cheft  would  improve  my 
*'  ftrength  ;  and,  fince  thou  haft  ordained  nse 
"  to  carry  thy  darling,  Man,  might  I  not  have 
**  a,  natural  faddle  growing  upon  my  back,  in- 

''  ftead 
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**  ftead  of  that  with  which  the  well-meaning 
*^  rider  confines  me/* 

*'  Have  patience,*'  reftimed  the  God ;  and 
with  an  awful  voice,  pronounced  his  creative 
word  *.  Life  dartied  into  the  dull ;  inert  mat- 
ter became  alive ;  organized  members  were 
formed ;  Ihey  were  joined  in  one  confiftent 
body ;  andi  before  the  throne,  arofe—- the  hide- 
ous Camel  1  The  Horfe  fliuddered,  and  fliook 
with  horror, 

*'  See/*  faid  Jupiter,  **  loftger  and  more 
•'  flender  legs  ;  a  neck  like  that  of  a  fwan  ; 
**  a  large  eheft*  and  a  natural  faddle.  Would 
**  you  chufe  to  have  fuch  a  ftiape  ?" — The 
Hof fe  quaked  with  extreme  averfion. 

*'  Go,**  continued  the  God,  **  takecounfel 
**  from  this  event;  be  henceforth  fatisfied  with 
**  your  condition ;  and,  in  order  to  remind  you 
"  of  the  warning  you  have  now  received*' — 
fo  faying  he  caft  on  the  Camel  a  "f  preferving 
look,  "  Live,*'  faid  he,   **  new  inhabitant  of 

•  Sparch  das  wort  der  fchocpfung. 
t  Warf  cincD  crhahenden  blick. 

H  z  «*  the 
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«*  the  world !  and  may  the  Horfe  never  fee  thee 
"  but  with  trembling  averfion!" 


The  SHE-GOATS.     A  Fable. 

[Tranflated  from  the  German  of  Lessing.] 

-The  She-goats  rcquefted  Jupiter  to  give 
them  horns ;  for  in  the  beginning  they  had 
none.  But  the  God  defired  them  to  think 
better  of  their  requeft,  and  to  confide  in  the 
care  he  had  of  them ;  for  that  along  with 
horns,  they  might  be  obliged,  perhaps,  to  re- 
ceive fome  difagreeable  appendage.  They 
perfifted  in  their  demand.  They  received 
horns— and  a  beard;  for  in  the  beginning 
they  had  none.  What  vexation  they  felt  for 
thefe  fihhy  beards !  more  vexation  than  joy 
for  their  fooliih  horns. 
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LETTER    XVIL 

Trogrefs  of  the  War. — Retreat  of  the  Ruffians 
from  Chotzim* 


DEAR    SIR. 

SINCE  the  laft  accounts  I  gave  you  of  the 
war  in  Moldavia  feveral  events  have  hap- 
pened, at  firft  favourable,  but  now  unfavour- 
able, to  the  Ruffians. 

Prince  Galitzin,  with  his  army  confiderably 
ftrengthened,  returned  to  the  Neifter ;  crofled 
that  river  on  the  13th  of  July,  and  fell  unex- 
pededly  on  a  Turkifh  army  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Chotzim.  He  gained  a  complete  vic- 
tory ;  and  of  confequence  renewed  the  fiege, 
or  blockade,'  which  he  had  formerly  been  ob- 
liged to  relinquifh.  I  need  not  enter  into  a 
minute  account  of  the  circumftances  of  the 
battle.  Suffice  it  to  fay  upon  the  whole,  that 
in  all  general  engagements,  where  the  ftrefs  of 
the  conflidt  depends  on  infantry  and  artillery^ 

H  3  the 
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the  numbers  and  impetuous  valour  of  t^e 
Turks,  their  fabres  andhorfes,  are  not  a  match 
for  the  fteady  difcipline  of  European  armies. 
Indeed,  there  feems  to  have  been  great^mifcon- 
du£t  in  the  Turkifh  officers,  in  fuffering  themr 
felves  to  be  furprifed  ;  and  we  are  told,  in  cour 
firmation  of  this,  that  Caraman  Pacha  behead- 
ed the  Serafkier  who  commanded  that  army. 

Meantime  the  great  Turkifli  army,  -com- 
manded by  Mefauge  Pacha  the  Grand  Vizir, 
advanced  from  the  Danube,  and  took  poft  at 
different  places  between  that  river  and   the 
Neifter.     The  flownefs  of  this  General's  ope^ 
rations  has  occafioned  more  uneafinefs  at  St. 
Peterfburg,  than  if  he  had  advanced  with  con- 
fident and  impetuous  ardour.     He  is  reported 
to  be  a  man  of  comprehenfive  and  fteady  uut 
detftanding.     He    is    fenfible   that   want    of 
difcipline  is  the  great  defed  of  his  army.    He 
therefore  protrads  his  operations,  in  order  that 
his  foldiers  may  be  properly  trained,  and  re-; 
duced  to  regujar   fubordination.     He  is   alfo 
fenfible,  that  more  harm  may  be  done  the  Ruf- 
fians by  harafling  them,     and    by  attacking 
the  detachments,    than   by  engaging  them  in 
a  pitched  battle.    By  this  Fabian  condudi,  he 
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3ias  already  rendered  eflential  fervjce  to  the 
Sultan.  For  although  fome  troops  were  de- 
feated, that  attempted  in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft  to  throw  fupplies  into  Chotzim ;  yet 
Ills  detachments  in  other  quarters  have  been  fo 
faccefsful,  and  the  Ruffian  army  is  fo  much 
weakened,  and  fo  much  alarmed,  that  they  have 
ragain  raifed  the  fiegCjandrepaffed  the  Neifter. 
But  this  they  were  not  able  toefFeiSuate  without 
confiderable  lofs.  Their  lofles,  however,  have 
been  greatly  exaggerated ;  and  if  I  am  not 
mifinformed,  the  regular  troops  in  Prince  Ga- 
litzin's  army  were  not  much  more  than  the 
numbers  that,  according  to  fome  accounts^ 
were  faid  to  have  been  (lai^. 

Thefe  things  have  flattened  ourfpirtts.  The 
people  are  beginning  to  murmur.  Rumours 
of  confpiracics  are  fecretly  propagated  ;  feve- 
Tal  perfons,  I  have  heard,  ^ther  guilty  or  fuf- 
pedted  of  treafon,  have  difappeared  :  but  thefe 
things  are  not  noifed  fibroad,  they  are  only 
mentioned  in  confidential  whifpers.  The 
people  are  prohibited  from  fpeaking  6t  writ- 
ing about  politics.  The  Emprefs  tells  them, 
jhat  as  ber  maternal  care  for  her  dear  people 

H  4  keeps 
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her  fleeplefs  by  night,  and  bufy  by  day ; — ? 
and  I  really  believe  that  her  nights  are  as  fleep-r 
lefs  as  her  days  are  bufy : — they  have  no  oc- 
cafion  to  give  themfelves  any  further  trouble 
about  public  affairs,  than  toad  implicitly  asfhe 
direds ;  and,  in  order  the  more  effedually  to 
favc  her  dear  people  froni  unneceffary  labour^ 
fhe  not  only  exhorts,  butadually  forbids  them 
to  fpeak,  write,  or  think  politics.  The  fpies 
are  bufy  :  the  fufpeded  great  men  are  clofely 
watched :  For* 

Not  a  Thane  of  thcRi,  but  in  his  houfe 
She  has  a  fervant  fee'd. 

Happy  king  of  England  !  who  may  go  about 
with  as  much  fecurity  after  a  defeat,  as  after 
Z  vidpry ;  who  has  no  occafion  for  a  board 
of  fpies  'againft  his  own  fubjeds  ;  and  may 
allow  his  people  to  fpeak,  write,  and  think  as 
they  pleafe. 

Among  other  changes,  which,  it  is  faid, 
ipvill  take  place  in  the  Ruffian  armies,  Prince 
Galitzin  is  to  be  recalled,  and  the  chief  com- 
piand  given  to  Count  Romanzoff.  General 
Panin,  brother  to  the  Prime  Minifter,  is  to 
^omipand    an   army   near   Bender,    and  the 
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mouths  of  the  Danube.  Both  Panin  and  Ro- 
manzoff  have  the  reputation  of  great  military- 
talents  ;  and  the  firft,  for  I  have  not  feen  the 
laft,  has  indeed  a  very  bold,  blunt,  military 
countenance  ;  very  different  from  the  fmooth 
fmiling  afpedl  of  the  Prime  Minifter.  Thefe 
phanges  may  be  for  the  public  good  j  yet  fome 
court  intereft  and  intrigue  may  have  helped 
them  forward.  Count  RomanzofPs  mother  is 
much  regarded  at  court ;  fo  alfo  is  his  fifter, 
the  Countefs  Bruce.  You  will  be  furprifed  at 
the  name,  Count  Bruce  is  the  defcendant  of 
a  Scots  gentleman  of  that  name,  who  came  in- 
to Ruflia  after  the  difcomfiture  of  the  Scots 
by  Oliver  Cromwell ;  and  who,  having  re- 
commended himfelf  to  the  good  graces  of  the 
court,  married  a  Ruffian  lady,  and  was  ad- 
vanced to  confiderable  honours.  A  gentle- 
man, named  Hamilton,  who  came  in  the  fame 
fhip  with  Bruce,  pafled  into  Swedeft  ;  and, 
in  the  laft  war,  his  defcendant.  Count  Ha- 
milton, commanded  the  Swedifti  army  ip  Po- 
pierania. 

A  fleet  of  feven  fail  of  the  line,  and  fome 
frigates,    having   with    them   a  confiderable 
pumber  of  land-forces,  and  under  the  com- 
mand 
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xnand  of  Admiral  Elphinfton,  will  fet'out, 
very  foon,  on  an  expedition  into  the  Mediter^ 
ranean.  The  Admiral  is  a  Captain  in  the 
Britifli  navy :  and,  among  other  impprtant 
fervices,  conduded  the  Britifli  fleet  through 
the  Straits  of  Bahama,  when  the  Englifli,  in 
the  laft  war,  invaded  Cuba.  Admiral  Spiri- 
dofF,  with  a  conficjerable  force,  failed  foiwe 
^time  ago. 
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LETTER      XVIIL 
frogrefs  of  the  War. — A  RuJJlan  Pafquinade* 


^*  Thofe  whom  the  gods  diftinguifli  by  their  hatr, 
f^  They  firft  confound,  an^  then  rcfign  to  fate."  ^ 


O£lobfr  17,   1765. 

T  Mentioned  to  you  the  prudent  condu6l  of 
Meflauge  Pacha,  the  Grand  Vizir ;  and 
his  plan  of  wafting  the  Ruflian  army  in  fmall 
conflids,  rather  than  of  hazarding  a  general 
adion.  I  alfo  informed  you  of  his  fuccefs ; 
and  that  his  adverfaries,  in  a  very  fhattered 
condition,  had  again  retreated  into  Poland. 
But  his  meafures  did  not  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation, nor  he  himfelf  with  the  recom pence, 
which  fuch  ability  merited.  He  was  difliked 
by  his  army  ;  fo  little  qualified  are  foldiers  to 
judge  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  a  com- 
mander. The  ftridnefs  of  his  difcipline  was 
ill  fuited  to  their  licentioufnefs  and  irregulari- 
ty.    Accordingly,  complaints  were  brought 
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againft  him  at  Conflantinople,  and  they  were 
liftened  to  with  the  greater  readinefs,  that 
the  deliberate  flownefs  of  his  operations  by  no 
means  correfponded  with  the  fanguine  expec- 
tations and  impetuofity  that  reigned  in  the 
councils  of  the  Sultan.  He  was  accordingly 
recalled  from  Moldavia,  and  beheaded  ;  and 
Moldovani  Ali  Pacha,  th^  new  Grand  Vizir, 
was  promoted  to  the  chief  command. 

The  meafures  of  Moldovani  have  been  vio- 
lent and  precipitate.  He  has  not  only  put  to 
death  Caraman  Pacha,  but  has  loft  all  the  ad- 
vantages gained  by  the  prudent  conduft  of 
his  predeceffor  ;  and  has  brought  fuch  ruin  on 
the  Turkifh  army  under  his  command,  as  may 
contribute,  by  its  confequences,  to  decide  the 
fate  of  the  war. — Prince  Galitzin  returned 
again  to  the  banks  of  the  Neifter.  The  Grand 
Vjzir,  with  a  prodigious  army,  was  ported  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Chotzim.  He  imme- 
diately determined  to  attack  his  opponents; 
but  the  troops,  which  he  fent  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  river  for  that  purpofe,  at  two  dif- 
ferent times,  and  who  exerted  themfelves 
with  obftinate  valour,  fufFered  total  difcom- 
fiture.  He  ftillperfifted  in  his  wfh  defign ;  and 
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laid  one  large  bridge,  in  place  of  three,  which 
he  had  formerly  ufed,  acrofs  the  river.  Upoa 
this  he  fent  over  twelve  thoufand  men:  they 
were  to  be  followed  by  the  reft  of  the  army ; 
but  before  the  jun£tion  could  be  made,  a  dread-* 
ful  tempeft  arofe  j  the  river  was  fwelled  to  a 
prodigious  height ;  the  bridge  was  fwept 
away  ;  and  the  Turks  that  had  crbffed  the  ri- 
ver fell  a  prey  to  the  Ruffians.  Whether  or 
not  any  terms  of  capitulation  were  offered 
them,  I  have  pot  heard  ;  if  there  were,  they 
were  not  accepted.  The  Ruffians  attacked 
them  with  unrelenting  fury;  and  thus,  in  fight 
of  the  Vizir  and  his  army,  who  muft  have  fuf-^ 
fered  on  this  occafion  the  moft  excruciating; 
torment,  as  they  were  unable  to  give  them 
any  affiftance;  and  in  fight,  I  believe,  of  Chot- 
zim,  the  fined  troops  in  the  Turkifh  army 
were  cut  in  pieces.  The  garrifoh  of  Chotzim, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Vizir's  forces,  after  the  firft 
tranfports  of  their  rage,  gave  way  to  terror 
and  confternation.  They  deferted  the  fort- 
refs,  fled  from  their  encampment,  and  made 
the  beft  of  their  way  to  the  Danube.  Thu6 
the  Ruffians  are  become  mafters  of  Moldavia 
and  Walachia ;  and  have  fioifhed  the  campaign 
with  honour. 
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Still,  however,  the  nomination  of  Coiiiit 
RomanzofF  to  the  command  of  the  grand  army 
continues^  Prince.  Galitlin  returns  to  court ; 
and  will  be  received  with  every  markof  dif^ 
tindidn.  Yet  that  his  conduct  is  not  approv- 
ed of,  is  abundantly  manifeft,  and  the  fol* 
lowing  Pafq^inade>  which  has  been  allowed 
to  circulate,  even  fined  thetedudion  of  Chot- 
zim,  will  fhew  you  fufficiently  how  he  ftand* 
with  the  public.  It  will  alfafhew  you  with 
what  licentiotifnefs  and  feverity  the  Ruffiana^ 
if  they  were  allowed,  would  indulge  theni- 
felvcs  in  political  fa  tire. 

*'  Prince  Galitzin  having  been  obliged  to 
**  retreat  from  Chotzim,  found  himfelf  much 
**  embarraffed.  One  night  he  was  fo  anxious 
'*  he  could  not  fleep^  He  rofe,  dreffed  himi- 
•*  felf,  and  heard  two  perfons  fpeaking  at  the 
•^  door  of  his  tent.  An  old  Soldier  was  tell- 
•'  ing  his  dream  to  the  centinel.  I  dreamed, 
•*  faid  he,  that  I  was  in  a  hAttle  ;  that  my 
"  head  was  cut  off  j  confequently  that  I  died  j 
*^  and  confequently  went  to  heaven.  I  knock- 
*•  ed  at  the  door.  Peter  catae  with  a  bunch 
"  of  keys,  and  made  fo  much  noife,  that  he 
*/  wakened  God^   who  came  in  great  hafte, 
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••  and  enquired  what  was  the  matter  ?  Why, 
**  fays  Peter,  there  is  a  great  war  upon  earthy 
•'  between  t^|e  Ruffians  and  the  Turks.  And 
•'  who,  faid  the  Supreme  Beings  ccrmmands 
**  the  Ruffians  ?  Count  Munich,  replied  the 
•*  Saint.  Then,  faid  God^  I  may  go  and  fledp. 
•*  I  wakened,  faid  the  old  Soldier ;  but  fell 
•'  afleep,  and  dreamed  again-  The  circum-* 
*'  ftances  of  the  fecond  dream  were  precifely 
**  ^he  fame  with  thofe  of  the  firft,  excepting 
V  that  the  war  in, which  I  fancied  myfelf  en* 
"  gagedj  was  not  that  of  Count  Munich,  but 
•'  that  which  we  are  now  waging.  According- 
**  ly,  when  God  afked  Peter,  who  commanded 
**  the  Ruffians?  the  Saint  told  him,  It  was 
•*  Prince  Galitain.  Then,  faid  God,  get  me 
•*  my  boots,  for  now  they  need  me. — ►In  a 
*'  (hort  time  after,  the  Turkifh  bridge  over 
*'  the  Neifter  was  fwept  away  by  a  flood." 
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LETTER    XIX.    (Extract.) 

With  Jome  Verfes. 

***ripHE  following  lines  were  writteil 
A  during  my  ftay  in  the  ifland  of 
Caminioioftrow.  The  fine  weather,  thd 
agreeable  fituation,  and  the  delightful  fcenery 
around  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  provoked  my 
old  propenfity  to  rhiming.  I  thought  it  was 
at  an  end ;  but  you  know  what  Horace  fays^ 
about  inclinations  that  are  either  natural,  or 
by  indulgence  rendered  habitual. 

TO  A  YOUNG  LADY*, 

With  fame  Floivers. 

To  thee,  fweet  fmiling  maid,  1  bring 
The  beauteous  progeny  of  fpriiig : 
In  every  breathing  bloom  1  find 
Some  pleafing  emblem  of  thy  mind* 

•  Now  V — fs  of  S ti 
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The  blufhes  of  that  opening  rofe 
Thy  tender  modefty  difclofe. 
Thefe  fnow-whitc  lilies  of  the  vale 
DifFufing  fragrance  to  the  gale. 
No  oftentatious  tints  aflfume. 
Vain  of  their  exquifite  perfume ; 
Carelef8;and  iweeti  and  mild,  we  fee 
In  them  a  lovely  type  of  thee. 
In  vQpder  gay«»enamelM  field, 
Serene  that  a?:ure  bloffom  fmilM  : 
Not  changing  with  the  changeful  fky, 
Its  JFaithlefs  tints  inconftant  fly ; 
For,  unimpaired  by  winds  and  rain, 
I  faw  th*  unalter'd  hue  remain^ 
So  were  thy  mild  afFeftions  prov'd, 
'Thy  heart  by  Fortune's  frown  uninov'd, 
Pleased  to  adminifter  relief, 
In  times  of  woe  would  folace  grief. 
Thefe flowert  with  genuine  beauty  glow; 
The  tints  from  Nature's  pencil  flow : 
'What  artift  could  improve  their  bloom? 
Or  fweeter  make  thfeir  fweet  perfume  ? 
•  Fruitlefs  the  vam  attempt^     Like  thefe 
Thy*  native  truth,  thine  artlefseafe. 
Fair,  unaflFeiSted  maid,  can  never  fail  to 
pleafe* 
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LETTER    XX:. 

X)EAR   Sl%  :        "    .'   l^tfv.  ij,  i7(J9r. 

THERE  are,  as  yoii  ajipretiend,  fome  cir- 
cfiftiftances  oi  a  very 'eitraordiiji  ry  na-* 
ture  in  the  funeral  ceremony' of  the  Ruffians; 
and  I  tliink  the  befl:  method  of  felling  you 
what  they  are,  is  to  defcribe  the  funeral  of  the 
Princefs  Kurakin,  of  which  I  was  this  day  a 
wifnefsi  \ 

The  proceflion  fet  out  at  texl  in  the  mprn- 
ing  from  the  little  Millione,  for  the  buffel- 
place  in  the  Monaftery  of  St.  Alexander  New« 
lkey>  about  two  miles  from  St*  Petciifbixrg. 
All  the  Greets  and  the  road  by  which  it;  >Was 
to  pafs,  were  ftrewed  with  green  twigs,.  <xhitf- 
ly  of  yew.  It  was  |)re<:eded^  by  a  baQiJ-of 
finging  boys,  who  fung  hymns,  and  chanted 
portions  of  the  funeral  fervice ;  and  who  were 
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followed  by  about  twenty  inferior  priefts,  at- 
tendants on  the  dignified  clergy.  The  Bi(hop 
trf*  St*  Peterfburg,  acconipanied  v^fith  Archi- 
mandrites, and  other  Priefts  of  higher  orders, 
iwralked  immediately  before  the  hearfe.  They 
had  mitries  on  their  hea4^,  weie  arrayed  la 
coftly.  dreffca,  and  carried  tapers  in  their 
haml$«  The  hearfe»  vrbicb  was  not  covered, 
as  in  Btitaio,  was  drawn  by  fix  horfea*  The 
eoffin  was  covec^til  with  pink-coloured  velvet, 
and  adorned  with  (liver  ornaments;  but  had 
no  paU  laid  over  it.  The  chief  mourners 
walked  behind^  and  other  friends  and  rela- 
tiona  followed  in  mourning  coaches.  Before 
they  reached  the  Monaftery,  the  Biftiopleft  the 
proceffion,  which  came  on  flowly,  and  got 
before  them  into  the  church.  There  he  put 
on  fuch  pieces  of  raiment  as  were  cuftomary 
on  fuch  occafions ;  and  performed  fuch  parts 
of  the  fervice  as  were  ufually  performed  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  the  proceflion. 

When  the  funeral  reached  the  gate  of  the 
Monaftery,  the  Bifliop,  attended  with  the 
Monks  and  Priefts,  went  out  to  meet  and 
coaduft  it  to  the  place  of  interment.  A  plat- 
form, two  fteps  in  height,  about  fix  feet  in 
I  z  length, 
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length,  and  four  in  breadthi  covered  with 
crimfon- velvet  fringed  with  gold,  waa  raifed 
in  the  outward  divifion  of  the  church.  Upon 
this  the  coffin  was  placed ;  and  on  bringing 
it  into  the  church,  all  the  fervants  and  female 
attendants  of  the  deceafed  raifed  a  moft  dolo* 
reus  lamentation,  wringing  their  hands,  beat*- 
ing  th&ir  breads,  tearing-  their  hsAr^  and  cry** 
ing  fo  as  effedually  to  drown  the  voices  of  the 
choirifters.  Meantime  thofe  who  had  tapers 
in  their  hands,  lighted  them  :  and  fix  large 
wax-candles»  which  ftood  in  candleflicks  ag- 
round the  dead  body,  were  alfo  lighted.  The 
monks  were  arranged  on  one  fide  of  the  place 
before  the  altar,  and  the  choirifters  on  the 
other.  The  Bifhop  fat  in  a  chair  covered 
with  velvet,  in  the  middle  of  the  church,  fur- 
rounded  by  deacons  and  attendants.  Others 
lifted  the  lid  from  the  coffin,  covering  the 
corpfe  with  a  pall  of  cloth  of  gold,  on  which 
was  embroidered  a  filver  crofs ;  and  folding  it 
back,  difplayed  the  dead  body  lying  on  a  bed 
of  white  fattin.  The  head,  with  the  face  un- 
covered, and  drefled  in  a  clofe  coeffure,  very 
richly  adorned  with  lace,  lay  on  a  white  fattia 
pillow.  The  features  were  elegant,  but  the 
colour  was  gone  j   the  eyes  and  lips  clofed ; 
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the  fmiles  and  graces  were  flown  for  ever. 
The  body  was  drefled  in  white  fattin,  and  the 
hands,  covered  with  white  gloveS|  were  laid 
acrofs  the  bread. 

The  Bifliop  now  performed  mafs,  with  all 
the  ufual  ceremonies  of  finging,  prayings 
fcattering  incenfe,  carrying  about  the  bread 
and  winci  the  gofpels^  and  the  crucifix.  This 
lafted  a  confiderable  time ;  and  the  Bilhop's 
ieat  being  then  removed  to  the  head  of  the 
coffin,  he  took  his  flation  there,  while  twelve 
perfons,  in  black  facerdotal  habits,  with  light- 
ed tapers  in  their  hands,  arranged  themfelves 
around  the  dead  body.  After  the  burial  fer- 
vice,  which  was  indeed  very  folemn,  the 
Bifhop  (landing  up,  pronounced  a  few  fen- 
tcnces  in  a  kind  of  deep-toned  grave  recita^ 
tive.  He  was  anfwered  in  the  fame  manner 
by  a  Prieft  on  his  right,  and  he  by  another  on 
the  left ;  and  fo  on,  by  all  thofe  that  flood 
lirotind  the  coffin.  This  part  of  the  ceremony 
was  very  flriking ;  and,  indeed,  very  noble. 
When  this  was  ended,  a  Prieft  (the  Princefs^s 
confeflbr,  as  I  was  told)  delivered  a  fcroU  of 
paper  to  the  Bifhop,  who  read  it  aloud,  and 
returned  it  to  the  confefTor,  who,  with  filent 
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and  reverential  demeanouTi  put  it  into  tfao 
right  hand  of  the  deceafed*  The  priefts  and 
monks  returned  to  their  former  portion; 
and  then  all  the  friends  and  relations,  both 
male  and  female,  but  chiefly  the  lad,  with 
loud  howling,  weeping,  e^nd  lamentation,  ga- 
thered around  the  dead  body,  ki({e4  the  hands 
and  forehead,  and  with  a  forrow  exprelTed 
with  too  much  violence  to  produce  fympathyi^ 
took  leave  of  their  departed  friend.  Thia 
part  of  the  ceremony,  including  the  preceding 
hymn,  chanted  by  the  Prieft^,  i$  termed  the 
Afpafmus,  or  Laft  Embrace. 

When  this  was  over,  which  was  not  fudn 
denly^  the  coffin  was  lifted  up,  the  platform 
removed  from  beneath,  and  a  vault  difcover-* 
-cd  under  it,  into  which  the  body  was  let 
4own.  The  Bifhop  then  advanced,  pro- 
nounced a  fliort  prayer,  aad  threw  fome  earth 
into  the  vault.  It  was  then  clofed :  the 
jnoursiers  withdrew,  and  thus  the  ceremony 
was  coi:icluded.-^-T— I  need  not  add,  that  the 
parade  was  exceflive ;  and  the  lamentation  G>, 
loud,  as.  totally  to  deftroy  the  pleafing  me^ 
iancholy,  and  the  difpofition  to  folemn  thought, 
which  fwh  ciSrfnaoqieB  pught  to  produce.    I 
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was,  however,  fo  much  pleafed  with  the  hymn 
pronounced  at  the  laft  embrace,  that  I  (hall 
endeavour  .to  have  it  tranflatedt  and  if  fo^  I 
(hall  traofmit  youa  copy.     I  am. 

Yours,  &c« 
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.     LETTER     XXI. 

The  Hymn. chanted  at  the  Afpafmus^  or  Laft 
Embrace* 


DEAR  SIR, 

AGREEABLY  to  my  promife  I  fend  you 
a  tranflation  of  the  Hymn  recited  by  the 
Priefts  or  Monks,  for  I  don't  juft  recolledt 
which  they  were,  who,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  Greek  church  in  the  burial  of  the 
dead,  iland  around  the  coffin  previous  to  the 
Laft  Embrace.  I  have  been  informed  that  it 
was  written  originally  in  Greek,  by  the  far 
mous  Joannes  Damafcenus ;  and  was  tranflatr 
ed  from  him,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ruffian  church, 
into  the  Sclavonian,  the  dialedt  ufed  in  this 
country  in  ads  of  religious  worfhip.  It  is 
divided  into  flanzas  fuited  to  the  method  of 
recitation. 

I.  : 

Come    hither,    brethren,   let  us   worfliip. 

God,  and  pay  our  laft  duty  to  the  dcccafed. 

6  No 
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No  longer  mindful  of  vanity,  or  the  cares 
of  the  ilefh,  he  hath  forfaken  his  kindred,  and 
iapproacheth  the  grave.  Where  are  kindred 
and  frieods  !  We  are  now  feparated  from  one 
^aot^er — M^y  theXord  grant  him  repofe! 

n. 

O  brethren !  what  painful  feparation^ 
wl)at  Umentation  and  wailing  accompany  this 
mournful  hour  J  Approalch.— Embrace  hii» 
who  was  lately  one  of  ourfelves.  Delivered 
pp  to  the  grave ;  covered  with  a  ftone,  he 
muft  dwell  in  darknefs,  and  be  buried  among 
the  dead.  Npw,  friends  and  kindred  !  we  are 
feparated  from  him !  May  the  Lofd  gran|; 
^im  repofe ! 

m. 

Every  wicked  conn^dlion  with  life  and 
vanity  is  difTolyed.  The  fpirit  hath  forfa):ea 
her  cottage.  The  clay  is  disfigured  :  thi  vef- 
fcl  broke.  We  carry  a  motionlefs,  infenfible 
corps  to  the  grave,' intreating  the  Lprd  to  grant 
him  eternal  reft. 

IV\ 
Oh  what  is  life!    a  bloffom !  a  vapour! 
pr  dew  of  the  morning !     Approach  therer 
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fore,  and  with  attention  contemplate  the  graye^ 
Where  now  is  the  graceful  form  !  Where  k 
youth  !  Where  are  the  organs  of  fight !  And 
where  the  beauty  of  complexion  I  They 
are  withered  like  ftubble.  Approach,  and 
weeping  worfhip  God. 

V- 

What  lamentation  and  wailing,  and 
mourning,  and  ftruggling,  when  the  foul  is 
feparated  from  the  body  !  Hades  and  perdi- 
tion are  then  difclofed.  Human  life  feems  al- 
together vanity ;  a  tranfientfhadow;  thefleep 
of  error ;  the  unavailing  labour  of  imagined 
exitlencq.  Let  us  therefore  fly  from  every 
corruption  of  the  world,  that  we  may  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  heaven, 

VL 

Looking  upon  the  deceafed,  let  us  medi-» 
Uie  on  our  latter  end.  Like  a  thin  vapour  ri^ 
iing  from  the  earth,  he  vanifhed  ;  likeafloweC| 
he  decayed :  like  grafs  he  was  cut  down,] 
arrayed  in  perifhing  apparel,  he  is  laid  in  the 
duft.  Intreat  Chrift  to  grant  repofe  unto  him 
T^bom  ye  are  now  leaving,  and  (hall  no  longer 
hsholi. 

VII,  Come 
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Come  hither,  O  defcendants  of  Adam ! 
and  fee  humbled  in  the  ground  a  man  refem- 
bling  ourfqlves;  divefted  of  all  comelinefsi 
foon  to  be  confumed  in  the  grave  j  to  periih  ia 
(larknefs,  *nd  crumble  into  duft,  latreat 
Chrift  to  gr^nt  repofe  unto  him  whom  ye  ar? 
now  leayiBg,  and  Ihall  no  longer  behold* 

VIIL 

Wheri'the  fpirit  is  ravilhed  from  the  body 
by  awful  angels,  kindred  and  acquaintance  are 
;^ll  forgx;it ;  tKe  future  judgment  engageth  our 
att€Qtk>a;  for  the  vain  purfuits  and  fruitlef« 
iabaur  of  the  fleih  are  then  at  an  end«  Sup-» 
pliqatiijg  Jthe  Judge,  let  us  befecch  him  tofor^ 
give  ;he  CiM  of  the  deceafed* 

IX- 

Come  hither,  brethren,  let  us  view  the 
duft  and  aflies  of  which  ye  are  moulded* 
Whither  are  we  going;  and  what  fhall  we 
become  ?  Who  ia  poor ;  or  who  is  rich  ?  Who 
4S  the  in?tfter }  or  who  is  free  ?  Are  not  alj 
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afhcs  ?     The  beauty  of  the  countenance  hath 
fade^i  for  death  Wafts  the  bloflbm  of  youth. 

X. 

All  the  pleafures  and  dignities  of  life  are 
vain  and  perifhing  :  We  are  all  decaying,  and 
fhalldie.  Kings  and  princes,  judges  and  po- 
tentates, the  rich  and  the  poor,  all  are  mortal. 
Thofe  formerly  numbered  among  the  living, 
lie  lifelefs  in  their  graves.  To  whom  may 
Jefiis  accord  repofe ! 

XL 

All  the  members  of  the  body  are  now 
rendered  motionlefs:  very  lately  they  were 
adive  and  full  of  vigour :  now  they  are  ren- 
dered weak.  The  eyes  are  clofedj  the  feet 
are  bound;  the  hands  at  reft:;  the  fenfe  of 
hearing  extin£t ;  and  the  tongue  locked  up  in 
filence.  All  are  delivered  up  to  the  grave  : 
All  hpman  thipgs  are  vain. 

XIL 

Thou  Mother  of  the  Sun  that  never  fets, 
Parent  of  God,  we  bcfeech  thee  intercede  with 
thy  divine  offspring,  that  he  who  hath  depart- 
ed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•RUSSIAN    EMPIRE.  125 

cd  hence,  may  enjoy  repofe  with  the  fouls  of 
the  juft.  Unblemifhed  Virgin,  may  he  en- 
joy the  eternal  inheritance  of  heaven  in  the 
abodes  of  the  righteous. Doxology* 

Words  fuppofed  to  exprefs  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  deceafed,  fpoken  by  the  Chief 
Prieft: 

^^Brethren»  friends,  kinfmen»  and  acquaint- 
ance !  View  me  now,  and  lament.  It  was 
but  yefterday  that  we  converfed  together ;  for 
the  fearful  hour  of  death  hath  furprifed  me. 
Come  here  all  who  tAderly  loved  or  efteemed 
me,  and  with  a  laft  embrace  pronounce  the 
lail  fareweVU  No  longer  fhall  I  fojourn  among 
you :  No  longer  bear  a  part  in  your  difcourfe : 
I  go  to  the  Judge  who  hath  no  refpefl:  of  per- 
ibns.  The  mafter  and  the  fervant,  thefove- 
reign  and  the  fubjed,  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
.arc  here  upon  a  level :  for  according  to  their 
deeds  Ihall  they  be  glorified  or  put  to  fhame. 
Therefore  let  me  entreat  and  befeech  you  all, 
intercede  with  Jefus  who  is  God,  that  I  may 
not  receive  the  puniftiment  due  to  my  guilt, 
but  that  he  may  eftabllQi  me  in  the  light  of 
life/' 
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The  following  addifional  Stanzas  are  ufed 
at  the  burial  of  a  Prieft ;  they  appear  to  me 
more  ftriking^and  more  pathetic  than  the  for-' 
men 

I. 

Be  ftill !  be  ftill !  let  the  departed  reft 
in  peace.  Meditate  this  awful  myftery.  ^Tis 
an  hour  of  terror  I  be  ftill !  Let  the  fpirit  de- 
part in  peacQ.  It  begins  the  treniendous  trhU 
and  with  much  trembling  dejprecates  the  AU 
mighty* 

11. 

Whether  have  the  fpirits  of  the  deceafed 
departed  ?  Or  what  is  their  lot  ?  How  I  long 
to  learn  their  condition.  But  •tis  a  myftery 
which  none  can  reveal.  Like  mortals  do  they 
tjcmcmber  their  friends  ?  Are  they  forever  un* 
mindful  of  the  mourners  ?  of  thofe  who  he- 
wail  their  departure^  and  celebrate  their  obfe- 
qiiies  with  forrow  ? 

III. 

The  flaves  of  ungoverned  paffions  eojojT 
no  f  epofe  in  the  grave :  formidable  acciifers 

are 
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%ft  there,  artd  there  the  books  are  of^ncd. 
Where  wilt  thou  look  for  fuccour,  O  maq, 
Of  who  will  maintain  thy  daufe  j  unlefs  thy 
condud  in  life  was  upright,  uolefs  thy  bounty 
relieved  the  poor. 

iv; 

ttaft thou  pitied  the  afflided,  O  man?  ia 
death  thou  (halt  bre  pitied.  Haft  thou  confoled 
the  orphan  ?  the  orphan  will  deliver  thee. 
Haft  thou  clothed  the  naked  t  The  naked  will 
procure  thee  protedion* 


I  could  fend  you  tranflaitiotia  of  fotne  othet 
parts  of  the  fuhe^al  ceremony.  But  you  will 
fMTobaibty  be  fatifeficd  with  what  you  have.       * 

I  mentioned  that  the  faneral  cercttfohy  of 
the  Princefs  Kurakin  was  perfotiticd  in  the 
Monaftery  of  St*  Alexander, Newikey.  This 
Saint  was  formerly  a  Sovereign  of  the  Ruf- 
fias,  and  was  canonized,  not  fo  much  for  Jiis 
Chriftian  virtues,  is  for  his  military  atchieve- 
ments.  His  exploits,  indeed,  were  in^  defence 
of  Ms  country  againft  the  iSwedes  or  Finns, 
md  are  ^ngrai^cd  on  a  magaifitentiilver  fhtine 
within  the  monaflery.    In  the  neighbourhood 
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of  St.  Peterfburg,  at  leaft,  he  is  fo  highly  re«* 
vered,  as  to  have  become  a  formidable  rival  to 
St.  Nicholas.  Perhaps,  it  is  becaufe  hi$ 
greateft  aftions  were  performed  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Neva;  and  that  the  church  and 
monaftery,  confecrated  to  him,  are  very  mag- 
nificent, and  happen  to  be  placed  in  a  confpi-^ 
cuous  fituattion.  The  adjoining  walks,  woods, 
and  gardeni  are  extremely  pleafant,  and  even 
romantic.  >  ,       .      ,     . 

P.  S.  I  mentioned  to  yotu  tbat»  after  rbcit-^ 
ing  the  Hymn  previous  to  the  LaftEmbracci^ 
Prieft  put  a  fcroU  of  paper  into  the  right  hand 
of  the  deceafed.  This  has^  fometimes  been  ludi- 
croufly  reprefented  as  a  paflport  to  b6  deliver- 
ed to  St,  Peter.;  The  following,  howieyer,  haa 
been  given  me^*  as  an  exad  tranflation  of  th^ 
fi:roll  above  mentioned,  and  (hews  tb€  in- 
judice.  of  that  account. 

7he  Prayer  J  HopCy  and  Decldratimt  of  a 
^  Chrijiian  Soul  in  the  Faith. 

"  Every  God-glorifying,  orthodox  chrift-t 
iaii,  having  lived  and  honoured  this  hope,  de-^ 
clares  the  folbwing  ;  and  when  he  is  dead* 

.  *  By  the  Reverena  D^  King,  tothor  of  «  learned  iccooN 
9f  the  Rites  and  CeremcAies  of  the  Gieek  Church. 
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tvhoever  is  willing,  may  pioufly  put  this  de- 
claration into  the  hand  of  the  deceafed  when 
in  the  cJoffin. 

All-creative>  Omnipotent  God  the  father/ 
God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
Three  Perfons,  but  pne  Godhead,  fubftance, 
and  effence  z  inceffanily  praifed  by  all  crea- 
tures, who,  by  thy  holy  will,  foreknowledge, 
immeafurable  goodnefs,  and  inexpreflible  wiC- 
dom,  didft  create  all  things  vifiblc  in  the 
world ;  thou  didft  create  alfo  me  thy  ferVant, 
to  glorify  thee,  O  Lord  my  God !  to  fing  thy 
holy  name }  gratefully  to  thank  thee  for  all 
thy  mercy,  and  to  endeavour,  by  'all  virtues, 
to  attain  thy  everlafting  kingdom.  But,  O, 
l)ivine  Trinity  !  I  have  finned  againft  thee; 
have  offended  thy  holinefs ;  have  broken  thy 
c6mmandments  ;  and  have  not  preferved,  as  I 
ought,  thy  image  and  likenefs  exifting  within 
me.  1  have  defiled  my  foul  and  body  by  all 
manner  of  fins  ;  and  by  wicked  aftions  have 
moved  thee  to  wrath.  But  though  I  have 
been  dazzled  with  the  vanities  of*  the  world, 
yet,  O  Lord  I  I  have  not  caft  myfelf  wholly 
from  thee,  my  Creator,  my  life,  my  joy,  my 
falvation,  and  hope*  And  now^  my  life  li- 
K  mited 
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mited  by  thy  power,  I  willingly  refign.     My 
foul  feparates  itfelf  from  my  corruptible  body; 
goes  into  immortality ;    and  if  it  fcem  good 
unto  thee,  fliall  with  this  body  arife  again ; 
which  I    hope  for  from   thy  goodnefs   and 
mercy,  according  to  the  faith  of  our  holy  re- 
ligion, and  becaufe  thou  didft  fufFer  for  our 
falvation.     Yet  I  am  terrified  with  fear,  left 
the  torments  of  the  wicked  be  inflidled  upon 
me,  for  the  fins   which   I    have    committed 
againft  thee.     Wherefore,  O  Immortal  King, 
and  my  God !  with  this  my  laft  breath  I  pray 
unto  thee,  that  thou  wouldft  forgive  all  the 
fms  I   have  committed  from  my  youth  up 
to  this  time ;  for   thou  art  my  God  and  my 
Creator ;  I  believe  in  thee ;    I  hope  in  thee ; 
by  thy  righteous  judgment  fave  me,  O  Lond  ! 
and  vouchfafe  unto  me  thy  kingdom.     Thou 
who  for  us  men  became  Jefus  Chrift,  to  deli* 
ver  us  from  fin  ;   by  thy  power  I  was  born, 
and  brought  up  in  the  wifdom  of  the  only 
holy  Eaftern  Church.     And  I  pray  thee,  O 
Lord!  confider  not  my  fins;    but  grant  me 
abfolution  in  prefence'of  the  immaculate  Vir- 
gin Mary,   the  Mother  of  God,     Free  from 
doubt,  1  come  un;o  thee,  O  God  1  and  at  the 
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reparation  of  my  foul  into  all  fpace  frotfi  the 
body,  receive,  O  Lord !  my  fpirit  into  thy 
hands,  and  according  to  thy  mercy,  revive  md 
in  the  evangelic  beatitude,  for  ever  and  ever# 
Amen! 


Ki 
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LETTER    XXII.     (Extract.) 

The  Library  belonging  to  the  Academy. — Re^ 
liques  of  Peter  ihc  Great. 


«  ♦  ♦  *  ripHE  Library  belonging  to  the 
A  Academy  is  a  large  building, 
containing  feveral  rooms  and  galleries.  It  is 
furnifhed  with  about  thirty  thoufand  vo- 
lumes. The  books  are  in  bad  order ;  nor  are 
they  very  valuable.  The  collection,  how- 
ever, of  Rufs  tranflations  of  French,  Eng- 
liih,  and  German  authors  is  confiderable.— 
Among  fome  books  in  the  Englifli  language  I 
found  feveral  political  trads,  maintaining  the 

abfolute  and  indefeafible  right  of  Kings. 

They  had   been  brought  to  Ruffia  by  Dr. 
Arefkine. 

In  one  gallery  is  depofited  a. numerous  col- 
ledion  of  Chinefe  dreffes,  coins,  arid  utenfils; 
together  with  a  number  of  Chinefe  and  Tar- 
tarian 
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taria«  nfenufcripts^  I  was  alfa  fheWtt  a 
iwmber  of  Kamfliatkadale  curiofiticft  i  and, 
amo»g  others,  two  waxen  figures,  ais  large  as 
the  life,  reprcfenting  twa  Kamfliatkadalc  for- 
cer^rs.  They  were  accoutred  as  m  the  exer- 
C1&  of  their  profeffiOn  j  and  had  hanging 
afbundi  them  a  number  of  iron  rings.  They 
had  kk  their  hand*  a  fort  of  mufical  inftru- 
ment  refembling  a  drum. 

In  another  gallery  are  a  number  of  reliques 
of  Peter  the  Great ;    his  walking-ftick,  mo- 
dels of  fhips  executed  with  his  own  hands ; 
and  indeed  fuch  a  variety  of  different  things, 
as  leffen   their    value    as    reliques.       What 
pleafed  me  moft  was  a  waxen  figure  of  that 
great  man,  as  large  as  the  life,  and  made  to 
refemble  him  as  much  as  poffible.     He  is  re- 
prefented  fitting,  dreffed  in  regimentals,  and 
having  on  his  head  an  old  hat  without  lace. 
In  one  of  the  cocks  of  his  hat  is  a  large  hole, 
faid   to  have  been  made  by  a    bullet  at  the 
battle   of    Pultowa.        His    countenance    is^ 
ftrangely  expreflive  of  thoughtful,  but  fierce, 
dignity. 

The  remains  of  Peter  lie  in  a  church  with- 
in the  caftle.   They  are  contained  in  a  marble 
K  J  cheft, 
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chefl;9  infcribed  with  his  name,  and  covered 
with  green  velvet  embroidered  with  gold. 
Near  them  are  the  remains  of  fome  other  fo- 
vereigns ;  and  near  them  alfo  are  fome  of  the 
horfetails  and  ftandards  taken  from  the  Turks 
in  the  laft  campaign.  The  caftle  is  fituated 
in  a  fmall  ifland,  oppofite  to  the  winter  pa- 
lace, and  furrounded  by  the  greaieft  branch  of 
jheNeva;  *  *  * 
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LETTER    XXIIL 

^ranjlation  of  a  German  Foem. 

BEAR   SIR, 

T  Mentioned  to  you,  I  believe,  in  a  former 
^  letter,  that  German  lirerature  was  fa- 
shionable in  Ruflia.  Indeed  the  Germans 
have  of  late  beftowed  confiderable  attention 
on  thofe  kinds  of  compofition  v^^hich  arc 
intended  to  amufe :  and  the  fiiccefs  of  their 
poets,  in  particular,  has,  in  many  inftances, 
been  very  confpicuous.  An  elegiac  poem, 
by  a  young  Lufatian,  was  lately  put  into  my 
hands:  and  pleafed  me  fo  much,  that  I  have 
endeavoured  to  preferve  its  beauties  in  an 
Englifh  tranflation.  Judge  of  it :  yet  I  am  fen- 
fibk  of  my  doing  a  bold  thing  in  offering  it  to 
your  perufal.  I  have  alfo  prefixed  the  author's 
prefatory  note,  becaufe  it  throws  fome  light  both 
on  the  defign  of  the  poem  and  the  mind  of  the 
poet.  It  feems  to  me  as  if  the  firfi:  part  of  the 
performance  were  didtated  by  feeling;  anc| 
the  fecond  by  a  fenfe  of  duty.  But  concern - 
K  4  ing 
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ing  a  work  with  which  I  have  taken  fo  much 
pains,  I  am  as  little  entitled,  or  even  qualified^ 
to  fpeak,  as  the  author  himfelf.  The  mea- 
fure  in  the  tranflation  is  the  fame  as  in  the  ori^ 
ginah  ******' 

A    B     I    R     A    N ; 

OR,    THE 

VICTIM    OF     FANCIED    WOE, 

(N.  B.  That  *'  man  is  born  to  forrow,  as, 
the  fparks  fly  upward,"  is  proved  by  daily 
obfervation,  and  too  often  by  daily  experience. 
The  r^^/miferies  of  human  life  are  quncierous: 
but  as  if  thefe  were  not  enough,  men  create 
miferies  to  themfelves.  They  fuffer  their  fancies. 
to  afflift  them,  when  fortune  and  outward  cir- 
cumftances,  according  to  the  ufual  eftimalte  of 
human  enjoyments,  are  not  unfavourable,  It 
is  ftrange  they  fhould  riot  oppofe  ^  propen-? 
fity  fo  adverfe  to  their  happinefs,  and  appa- 
rently fo  unreafonable  ;  yet  fuch  is  too  often 
the  condition  of  many  an  amiable  and  excel- 
lent charader.  It  may  indeed  happen,  that 
perfons  incapable  of  enormous  vice,  and  hav- 
ing never  fufFered  very  heavy  calamity,  may, 
however,  have  met  with  fome  a|Hidion^  and 
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may  n^  h^ve  endur€4  it  with  fuitaUe  firm* 
aefs.  BiUi  thifi  is  nf^i'jH&clent  to  account  for 
the  appeacance-  TQg^d^oi:  mih^  or  iade-^ 
pendent  of  fuch  fituayon,  their  feelinga  are 
occafioned  chiefly  by  their  having  taftes  too 
refined  for  the  objeds  in  which  they  are  con- 
verfant ;  and  in  their  having  defires  for  a  cer- 
tain elevated  fpecies  of  happinefs,  which, 
though  it  may  feem^  paradoxical  to  fay  fo, 
they  do  not  fully  conceive.  Tbey  are  even 
fenfiblfe  of  the  agreeable  circumftances  in 
which  they  may  happen  to  Be  placed^  yet 
wilhing  for  fomething  flill  finer  and  more 
perfcft,  their  enjoyments  are  incomplete. 
Nay,  they  lofe  all  reli(h,  for  the  good  things 
in  their  power.  They-  muft*  therefore  com- 
plain :  What  elfe  can  they  do  ?  or  cherifli 
their  griefs  in  fecret.  They  can  do  morei* 
They  can  havp  recourfe  to  religion:  incqm* 
pliance  with  its  didtatesj  they  mary  do  41  the 
good  they  can,  in  the  meanwhile :  they  ijxay 
thus  look  forward  to  a  future  period,; when 
pleafures,  more  exquifite  than  they  now  feel 
or  imagine,  ftiali  be  annejced  to. every,  virtu- 
ous exertion;  and-may^thu^-affilcetbenlfelves 
of  that  happinefs,  which,  by  a^wonderfol  an- 
ticipation, ikp  their  prjefijiW  ft4te  ootfkaowing, 

they 
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tbcy-  yet  defirc      Though   this  fliduld   be 

termed  delufibn,  very  barbarous  is  he  who 

would  deprive  the  poor  TufFeref  of  its  foft 
coisfdlation,              ^ 

.  The  following  verfes  are  intended  as  a  re- 
prefentation  of  fuch  imaginary,  though  the 
author,  confeffes  hlmfel^f  loth  to  call  it  unreal, 
fuffering,:  the  caufe  may  he  imaginary  i  but 
the  fuffering  is  real:  and. as  the  great  objeft 
of  poetical  imitation  is  human  nature,  per- 
kaps  tjbere  may  l^e  fome  readers  to  whom  this 
particular  afpiea  qf  the  human  mind  may  not 
be  unintererfling.  This  however  depends  on 
theexecutionofthp  thing  defigned,  no  lefs  than 
on  the  defign  itfelf ;:  and  concerning  neither 
of  thefe  has  th^  author  ^ny  right  or  any  power 
to  determine*) 

«  WHENCE  this  bppreffive  load  of  woe  ? 

'•*  Th'  involuntary  figh  ? 
"  And  th'  oozing  tear  about  to  flow 

"  From  my  dejcdled  eye  ? 

'   "  O,  Melancholy !  how  thy  powe. 
"  Againjft  my  peace  iConfpires  I 
Still  will  thy  kadiea  'afpeiSt  lour, 
*'  And  quciKh  my  genial  fire$t 

^'  O  why 
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*^  O  why  is  my  derponding  mind 

**  Become  thy  very  flave  ? 
^*  And  may  I  not — alas  !  not  find 

"  A  refuge  in  the  grave  ? 

"  The  grave  will  give  fecure  repofe 

"  From  perfecuting  grief; 
"  For  there  alone,  from  heavy  woes, 

"  The  weary  have  relief. 

"  Ala«  !  in  early  life  to  leave 
"  This  world  fo  good  and  fair ! 


<( 


i€ 


Not  fo  to  me,  who  pine  and  grieve, 
"  The  vidim  of  defpair. 


And  yet  how  bright  thofe  fhining  Ikies  ! 
"  How  lovely  Nature's  face  ! 
"  The  groves  and  hills  around  me  rif?, 
"  Robed  with  celeftial  grace. 

"  I  know  them  beautiful !  I  fee 

"  How  beautiful  they  are ; 
*^  I  feel  their  beauty !  yet,  ah  me  ! 

*'  My  bofom  pines  vsrith  care. 

**  In  vain  to  me  the  vernal  gale 

*'  Difpenfes  foft  perfume, 
^*  While  thro*  the  windings  of  the  vale 

♦*  He  flies  from  blpom  to  bloom. 

'1  Cm 
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•*  Can  wit  or  gaiety  impart 

"  Enjoyment  to  my  bread  ? 
"  I  fmile,  even  laugh  -,  but,  in  my  heai^ 
My  griefs  are  ill  fuppreis-d. 


€(. 


•*  And  what  can  tuneful  numbers  do  ?    ' 

"  Or  the  Hoelodious  firing  ? 
"  They  can  improve  the  fenfe  of  woe> 

**  And  fharpen  Sorrow's  fting. 

"  Even  when  T  would  be  gay,  a  figh. 

*^  Betrays  my  fecret  care 
"  Be  happy,  ye  who  can,  for  I 

"  Muft  ftruggle  with  defpair. 

"  Nor  can  \  Nature  blame;  flie  made 

"  Me  capable  of  joy : 
"  She  gave  me  powers  :  and  Fortune  faid. 
Go,  and  thy  powers  employ. 


u 


"  And  I  have  known  Delight ;  e'erwhile 
"  Have  feen  her  beauty  fhine : 

"  And  blefs'd  v/ith  her  endearing;  fmile,, 
"  Have  calfd  the  bleffing  mine. 

*'  Bear  witnefs,  every  foft  recefe 

"  That  heard  ray  vocal  lay  j. 
*'  And  fcenes  of  focial  happji^eft^, 

"  That  I  was  .very  gf^y4 

'^  And 
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And  bring  tbe  blrfe  of  former  days, 
"  O,  Memory  ! — flie  brings 
The  fportive  images  :  obeys, 
"  But  in  obeying  (lings. 

The'  green- hill  and  th*  enamelM  plain, 
"  Where  blyth  1  us'd  to  range, 
How  foft  and  lovely  they  remain ! 
*'  But  I  have  fuff 'red  change. 

"  Of  early  friends  untimely  refr, 
"  They  are  the  mould  ring  day ! 

"  They  fleep;  and  I,  alas !  am  left 
"  More  defolate  than  they* 

**  I  envy  you,  ye  filent  dead, 

"  And  your  eternal  fleep  : 
*'  Ye  are  from  care  and  forrow  fled ; 

"  And  I  am  left  to  vsreep.  * 

"  My  joys  are  dcaden'd  ;  clouds  inveft, 
^  And  glooms  involve  my  fkies ; 

^'  And  more  t'  afHid  my  widow'd  breaft, 
"  Soft  images  arife. 

"  I  fee  a  lovely  fcene  with  flovrers, 
"  With  groves  and  verdure  gay  :  • 

*^  I  haften  to  the  blifsful  bowers, 
*'  Lur'-d  by  the  feftive  lay, 

"  Soft 
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*'  Soft  melodies  around,  above, 
"  Breathe  thro'  the  vocal  air  ; 

*'  And  the  long,  liquid  notes  of  love 
"  Soothe  and  fubdue  defpair. 

"  And  now  I  quaff  the  cup  of  joy ! 

"  The  phantoms  fly  away ! 
^^  Stay,  ye  tranfporting  pleafures  !-— why 

"  Will  not  the  vifion  ftay  ? 

"  Wild  waftes  appear,  and  gloomy  fkies, 
"  And  pealing  thunders  roll ! 

"  And  tempefts — O  what  tempefts  lifc 
"  In  my  diftradled  foul ! 

^*  But  let  me  fearch  my  fccret  heart ; 

"  Perhaps  fome  latent  crime 
"  Hath  planted  there  a  deadly  dart, 

"  And  blafts  me  in  my  prime. 


C( 


I  am  not  guilty — gracious  God ! 
"  I  fay  not  I  am  pure: 
And  1  would  kifs  thy  chaft'ning  rod. 
And  thy  rebuke  endure : 


€( 


"  But  that  to  guiltier  men— O  heaven  ! 

*'  Forgive  my  froward  will — 
*^  To  guiltier  men  than  1  is  given 

*'  Security  from  ill.  —  ■  ■ 

'^  Poor 
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**  Poor  toiling  fpirit !  wilt  thou  yet 
"  Thus  with  thy  griefs  debate  ? 

«  Be  ftill !  be  fenfelefs  !  and  fubmit 
"  To  thy  determined  fate. 

"  O  then,  why  am  I  what  I  am  ? 

"  Why  am  I  made  to  glow 
"  With  ardour  of  extatic  flame, 

"  Yet  be  condemned  to  woe  ? 

"  Rage  on,  ye  ftorms  !  defcend,  and  dowa 

"  The  fky  with  fury  roll ! 
"  And  let  the  fiends  of  horror  frown 

"  On  my  devoted  foul.'' - 

Thus  flowM  Abiran*s  fecret  woe, 

As  thro'  a  pathlefs  glade,  . 
Unfeen,  with  fullen  pace  and  flow 

His  wayward  footftep  ftrayM  : 

And  deep  into  the  devious  wood 

He  urg'd  his  defperate  way. 
Where  favage  rocks  and  groves  exclude 

The  fun's  enliv'ning  ray  : 

And  fierce  in  his  diftemper'd  breaft 
The  dire  fuggeftion  rofe  : 
The  grave,"  he  cried,  *'  to  the  diftrefs'd. 
The  grave  will  give  repofe.'* 

•  He 
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He  pausM ;  his  cheek  grew  wan  ;  hii  eye 

With  vs^ild  diftradlion  glar'd  : 
He  rai8*d  the  gleaming  poniard  high  j 

The  frantic  bofotn  bar'd. — ^ 

Inftant,  athwart  th'  incumbent  gloom 

A  flood  of  light  appeat'd : 
The  grove  was  fillM  with  foft  perfume : 

A  fudden  voice  was  heard ! 

A  gentle  voice  !  gentler  than  gales 
That  wave  their  muflty  wings 

In  Aden's  aromatic  vales, 
Or  by  Daphnasan  fprings^ 

•*  Attend,  thou  plaintive  fon  of  earth  ! 

**  Yield  to  the  will  of  heaven : — 
"  To  me,  appointed  at  thy  birth, 

**  The  pious  charge  was  given, 

"  To  guard  thee  from  th'  infidious  wile 

*'  And  craft  of  vitious  care ; 
"  The  Syren  fong  that  would  beguile^ 

"  The  fmile  that  woiild  enfnare : 

**  Nor  lefs  to  guide  th7.  recklefs  way 
"  From  thofc  fequefterM  bowers^ 

"  Where  melancholy  would  betray^ 
"  And  blaft  thy  growing  powers- 

9  **  Spirito 
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•*  Spirits  of  fineft  texture,  oft 

"  Are  by  her  fighs  deceived ) 
**  And  by  her  air  and  accent  foftg 

"  Of  inward  peace  bereav'd. 

•*  Fly  then  from  her  recefles,  fly  I 
The  gales  that  gently  blow, 
In  fancied  fympathy  reply 
"  Harmonious  to  thy  woe, 

*'  T^ie  turtle  cooing  in  the  dale, 
**  Will  with  thy  grief  accord  t 

**  And  the  deep  umbrage  of  the  vale 
**  Congenial  glooms  aiFordf 

"  Nor  feck»  with  fruitlefs  toil,  to  learn^ 

"  Why  virtue  fufFers  pain.— 
•*  Canft  thou  the  lightning's  path  difcern  ? 

"  The  lightning's  fury  rein  ? 

"  In  earthly  frame  pent  and  co&fia^> 

"  How  can  thy  foul  pretend* 
**  The  condudt  of  th*  Almighty  mind 

*'  T'  arraign  or  comprehend  ? 

**  If  in  the  Lybian  defart  wide, 
"To  flake  the  Lion's  thirft, 
**  Even  from  the  rock's  reludant  fide 
/*  He  bids  the  fountain  burft: 

L  «   And 
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**  And  bids,  for  wild-birds,  lofty  trees 

•*  Their  ruddy  harveft  bear, 
**  The  Father  of  mankind  !  he  fees, 

"  Nor  difregards  thy  care* 

•*  Nor  fruitlefs  are  the  ftorms  of  woe 

**  To  the  progreffive  mind  : 
"  For  they  give  vigour,  and  to  glow 

"  With  energy  refin'd. 

^*  Obferve  how  winds,  and  beating  rains, 
'^  Drench  and  deform  the  dale ; 

^^  And  how  the  hufbandman  complains, 
**  And  how  the  ihepherds  wail. 

•*  But  when  the  rains  are  blown  away, 

*^  Behold  !  a  thoufand  dyes, 
•*  And  flowers  and  fruit,  and  verdure  gay, 

**  In  every  field  arife. 

**  You  know  not,  if  with  meek  regard 
"  You  wait  the  will  of  heaven ; 

"  You  know  not  what  fublime  reward 
"  May  to  your  grief  be  given." 
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LETTER    XXIV. 

yournal  of  the  Weather  for  Fifty-five  Days\ 
during  the  Winter  1769-70. 

D  E  A  R   S I  ft»  St.  Peter(barg»  Jan.  24.  1 770. 

/^UR  weather  is  indeed  very  fevere.  You 
^^  may  judge  of  its  feverity  by  our  pre- 
cautions. We  have  recourfe  to  them,  not 
only  in  our  drefs,  but  in  our  houfes* 

Our  drefs,  within  doors,  lis  the  fame  as 
during  the  winter  in  England.  But  whea 
we  encounter  the  external  cold,  our  defenfive 
raiment  is  indeed  very  grotefque.  The  head 
is  defended  by  a  large  fur  cap,  and  the  body, 
by  a  garment  refembling  a  night-gown,  ex- 
tending  from  the  neck  to  the  heel,  made  of 
whatever  ftuflF  you  pleafe,  but  lined  through- 
out with  the  thickeft  fur.  Fur-fhoes,  or  con- 
guees,  a^they  are  termed,  having  the  hair  on 
the  outfide,  arc  tied  over  the  (hoes  we  com- 
L  2  monly 
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monly  wear.  Our  arms  are  fecured  by  the 
long  fleeves  of  the  upper  garment,  or  pelifle, 
.  as  it  is  called  ;  and  our  hands  by  large  muffs, 
which  are  alfo  ufed  to  defend  the  face.  On  . 
entering  any  houfe,  fomc  of  the  fervahts  im- 
mediately untie  your  fur  fhoes,  and  divert  you 
of  yo\ir  pelifli? :  nor  is  it  unamufing  to  fee 
fine  gentlemen,  adorned  with  gold  and  filver, 
and  purple,  and  precious  ftones,  ftarting  forth 
from  their  rough  external  guife,  like  fo  many 
gaudy  butterflies  burfting  fuddenly  fp^>m  their 
winter  incrqftation. 

In  houfes  of  any  diflindlion  here,  ev^ry 
room  is  provided  with  a  large  ftove,  re^phiog 
from  the  floor  to  the  cieling.     It  is  ufually 
made  of  brick ;  and  is  often  fo  adorned  with 
various  colours,  and  with  ornaments  pf  b^^fo, 
afi  to  exhibit  a  very  good  appearance.     From 
this  ftove,  flues  and  pafl^ages,  for  conveying 
the  beat  around  the  room,  are  fometimes  cqn- 
fljrufted  within  the  walls.     After  the  wood  is 
completely  burnt  down,  fp  that  not  the  f^vall- 
eft  particle  of  flame  or  of  fmoke  remain,  the 
little  iron  door  by  which  the  fuel  wa3  pi^t 
into  its  place,  but  which  ftood  open  while  the 
wood  was  burning,  is  faftened  very  cIo£e  : 
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and,  by  another  aperture  in  Ihci  fide  of  the 
ftove,  or  petchka,  as  it  is  called^  half  way  be^ 
tweenthe  floor  and  the  cieling*  the  paffage  by 
which  the  fmoke  enters  the  dhimrtey  is  alfd 
covered.     Thus  the  he^t^   confined  entirely' 
within  the  room,  becomes  fometimes  excef* 
five^  and  almoft  infiifFerable ;  nor  have  I  ever 
felt  fo  much  warnith  in  any  houfe  in  London, 
as  in  the  houfes  of  St.  Peterfburg.     For  in  or- 
der dill  farther  to  guard  againft  the  vifita- 
tions  of  Siberian  blafts,  and  the  cold  compa^ 
nions  they  bring  along  with  them,  the  win- 
dows are  fo  formed  as  to  admit  of  double  cafe- 
ments*     Of  thefe  the  inner  cafement  may  be 
removed  at  pleafure.     It  is  ufually  fixed  in  its 
place  in  Oftober,  and  remains  till  the  begin- 
ning of  May.     The  fpace  between  the  two 
may  be  about  fix  or  feven  inches. 

In  the  intermediate  fpace  between  two  of 
thefe  cafements,  in  an  antichamber  in  my 
apartment,  I  have  fufpended  one  of  Reau- 
mur's thermometers;  and,  in  order  to  give 
you  a  more  precife  idea  of  our  climate,  I  fliall 
fubjoin  a  journal  of  the  weather  for  fifty-five 
days,  beginning  with  the  ifl:  of  December 
laft,  and  continued  till  the  date  of  my  letter. 
L  3  The 
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The  expofure  is  to  the  fouth;  but  the  obfer- 
vations  were  ufually  made  at  an  early  hour. 
Obferve,  therefore,  that  by  the  mark  8  m. 
in  the  journal,  is  meant  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  by  b.  fr. 
is  ipaeant  below  the  freezing  point. 

Dec.  I.     8  m.  9  deg.  b.  fn      The  &y  clear. 

A  little  wind  N.  W.     The  ground  covered 

with  fnow.     At  noon  the  fpirit  of  wine  fell 

7  deg.     The  Iky  cloudy,.     A  fall  of  fnow, 
Dec.  2.     8  m.  84  deg.  b.  fr.      Cloudy^^  with 

fome  mift. 
Dec.  3.     8  m.  yi  deg.  b.  fr.   Snow.   A  (harp 

wind  N.  E. 
Dec.  4.     8  m.  loi.  deg.  b.  fr.     Clear. 
Dec.  5.     8  m.  14  deg.  above  fr.     Cloudy. 
Dec.  6,     8  m.  2  deg.  b.  fr.     Clear. 
Dec.  7.     8  m.  2  deg.  above  fr.   Clear.  Wind 

S.W. 
Dec.  3.     8  m.  -  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy. 
Dec.  9.     8  m.  34.  deg.  above  fr.     Wind  S.W. 
Dec.  10.  8  m.  3  deg.  above  fr.     At  half  an 

hour  after  eight  the  fpirit  of  wine  fell  to 

three  degrees  b.  fr. 
Dec.  11^  8  m.  8  deg.  b.  fr. 
Dec.  12.  8  m.  2^  deg.  b.fr*  Wind  W.  Some 

fnow. 

Dec.  13: 
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Dec.  13.  8  m.  24.  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy. 

Dec.  14.  8  m,  3  deg.  b.  fr.     Very  cloudy. 

A  fharp  wind  £• 
Dec.  15,  8  m.  3  deg.  b.  fr.     Very  cloudy. 
Dec.  16.  8  m.  3  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow. 
Dec.  17.  8  m.  4  deg.  b.  fr.      Snow.     Wind 

N.  E. 
Dec.  18.  8  m.  7  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy.      At 

nine  at  night  the  fpirit  of  wine  flood  at  15 

deg.  b.  fr.     WindN.E. 
Dec.  19.  8  m.  22  deg.  b.  fr.     Clear.     Wind 

N.  E. 
Dec.  20.  8  m.  234  deg.  b.  fr.     Clear.    Wind 

N.  E. 
Dec.  21.  8  m.  12  deg.b.  fr.     Sno^ 
Dec.  22.  8  m.  17  deg.  b.  fr.     Clear. 
Dec.  23.  8  m.  15.  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy.  Snow 

had  fallen  in  the  night. 
Dec.  24.  8  m.  14  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy.  Sqow 

had  fallen  in  the  night.     Wind  N.  E.     . 
Dec.  25.  8  m.  II  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow  had  faU 

len  in  the  night.     Wind  N.  E. 
Dec.  26.  8  m.  9  deg.  b.  fr.    Snow.     Wind 

N.E. 
Dec.  27.  8  m.  II  deg,  b. fr.     Snow.     Wind 

N.  E. 

L  4  Dec.  28. 
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Dec.  28*  8  m.  15  deg.  K  fr.     Cleir.     Wind 

N.  E. 
Pec.  29.  8  m.  17  deg.  b.  fr.  Clqudy.   Wind 

N.  E. 
pec.  30.  &  m.  9  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy.    Wind 

N-E. 
Dec.  31.  8  m.  9.  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow. 
Jan.  J.  17704  8  m.  10^  deg.  b.  fr.    Snow* 
Jan.  2.     8  m.  84.  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy. 
Jan.  3.     8  m.  15  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy. 
Jan.  4.     8  m.  if?t  de^.  b.  fy.    Steow.     Wind 

S.  W. 
Jan.  5.     8  m.  6  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy. 
Jan.  6.     8  m.  51  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow. 
Jan.  7.     8  m.  6.  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow. 
Jan.  8.     8  m.  6^  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow, 
Jan#  9.     8  m.  8^  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow* 
Jan.  ;o.  8  m.  6  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow. 
Jan.  II.  8  ra,  54-  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow. 
J?in.  12.  8  m.  5  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow,     Win?^ 
.  •  N.  E. 
Jan.  13.  8  pa,  5  deg.  b.  fr.      Snow.     Wind 

N.E,  \ 

Jan.  14.  8  m.  I  deg.  b.  fr,     -Snow.       Win4 

S.W. 
Jan.  15.  8  m,  3  deg.  above  fr.     Snow. 
Jan.  16.  8  m.  I- deg.  above  fr.     Snow. 

Jan.  17... 
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Jm.  17.  8  m.  14-  deg.  above  fr.     Snow. 

Jan.  18.  8  m.  4  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow*     Wind 

N.  E. 

Jap,  1 9.  8  m.  5  deg.  b.  fr ♦    Snow.    Wind 

N*E. 

Jan.  3o«  8  m*  17  deg.  b.  fr.     MIfty. 

Jan.  21.  8  m.  15  deg.  b.  fr.     Snow. 

Jan.  aa*  8  m.  8|  deg.  b.  fr.     Cloudy. 

Jan.  23*  8  m.  9  deg.  b*  fr.     Cloudy. 

Jan.  24*  8  m.  Id  deg.  b.  fr.    Cloudy  *. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  have  remarked,  in  this 
journal,  that  our  weather  is  often  very  dim 
and  cloudy*  This,  however,  is  more  the  cafe 
in  the  beginning  of  winter,  before  all  the 
fnows  have  fallen,  than  afterwards.  In  the 
jnonths  of  February  and  March,  the  iky  is 

*  The  eolfileil:  weather,  daring  my  Stay  is  Rofisi,  wat  ofaally 
after  the  fnow  fell,  in  the  months  of  February  and  March. 
The  fpirit  of  wine  was  generally,  in  thofe  months,  betweea 
Un  and  fifteen  degrees  below  tb^  freezing  point.  The  coldeft 
weather  kaown^  while  J^  lived  In  St.  Peteribarg^  was  in  the 
month  of  March  1771.  On  the  firft,  fecond^  and  third  day^ 
of  that  month,  the  fpirit  of  wiiie  w&s  at  20  deg.  b.  fr. ;  but' 
on  the  fourth,  A  little  before  feveo  in  \he  mornings  it  fell  to 
3  a  deg.  b.  fr.  According  to  fome  other  obfervations,  it  Hood 
^t  34  deg.  b.  fr.  It  did  not  remain  long  at  32  deg. ;  but  rofe 
ucceiijvely  to  10,  8,  and  5  deg.  b.  fr.  On  ihe  i8ih  of  March 
|c  $ood  at  z  deg.  above  freezing. 

remarkably 
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remarkably  clear;  and  the  moon-light,  in 
particular,  when  the  firmament  is  quite  fe- 
rene,  and  the  ground  covered  with  fnow,  ap- 
pears much  brighter  than  I  have  obferved  it 
in  Britain.  Nor  in  thofe  months,  though  the 
colds  are  more  intenfe  than  at  any  other  pe- 
riod, have  we  fo  much  wind  as  at  prefent. 
The  **  Spirantes  frigora  cauri"  feem  to  be  the 
harbingers  of  the  fevere  cold ;  the  dreary  at- 
tendants of  November,  December,  and  Ja- 
jiuary* 

Perhaps  our  hazy  and  cloudy  weather,  in 
the  end  of  autumn,  and  beginning  of  winter, 
is  the  reafon  that  I  have  never  yet  feen  the 
Ruffian  iky  adorned  and  enlivened  in  an 
evening  with  ^n  Aurora  Borealis.  I  fay  en- 
livened, for  though  once  or  twice  I  have  feen 
a  dull  fullen  rednefs  in  the  air,  which  I  was 
told  was  an  Aurora  Borealis ;  I  have  never 
yet  feen  it  with  fuch  bright  colours,  rapid 
motions,  and  fantaftic  geftures,  as  embellifh 
the  Britifli  autumnal  Iky.  I  have  never  feen 
any  thing  like  the  beautiful  and  juft  defcrip- 
tion  given  us  of  this  object  by  the  bard  of  ex- 
ternal nature : 

Oft 
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Oft  in  this  feafon,  fiient  from  the  north, 
A  blaze  of  meteors  (hoots :   enfweeping  firft 
The  lower  fkies,  they  all  at  once  converge 
High  to  the  crown  of  heaven ;  and  all  at  once 
Relapfing  quick,  as  quickly  reafcend ; 
And  mix,  and  thwart,  extinguKh,  and  renew ; 
All  sether  courfing  in  a  maze  of  light. 

Though  in  the  line,  "  and  mix  and  thwart, 
&c/'  the  Poet  employs  his  verbs  in  an  un- 
ufual  manner,  the  defcription  is  juft  and 
ftriking.  It  is  more  than  pid:urefque ;  it  is 
poetic :  and  by  exhibiting  a  fwift  fucceffioa 
of  diverfified  motions,  affords  us  a  fine  ex- 
ample of  that  fort  of  reprefentation  which 
fcorns  the  powers,  great  though  they  are,  of 
painting.  On  fuch  fignal  occafions,  language 
is  an  engine  to  be  ufed  as  the  poet  pleafes* 
The  defcription  is  admirably  heightened,  by 
his  fuggefting  the  eflPeds  of  fuch  appearances 
on  the  fuperftitious  minds  of  the  vulgar :  and 
by  his  reprefenting  the  objedt  as  receiving  a 
fhape  and  features  fuited  to  their  coaflerna- 
tion. 

From  look  to  look,  contagious  thro*  the  crowd 
The  panic  runs,  and  into  wond^rous  (hapes 
Th*  appearance  throws :  armies  in  meet  array, 
Tbroflg'd  with  aerial  fpear?,  and  fteeds  of  fire. 

Till 
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Till  the  long  lines  of  fulUextended  war 

In  bleeding  fight  commix,  the  fanguine  flood 

Kolls  a  broad  flaughter  o'er  the  plains  of  heaven. 

As  thus  they  fcan  the  vifionary  fcene. 

On  all  fideft  fwells  the  fuperftitious  din 

Incontintot ;  and  bufy  frenzy  talks 

Of  blood  Md  battle ;  cities  overturned,  &c. 

The  defcription  is  carried  on,  and  rifes  by 
a  fine  amplification ;  till 

Nature's  fclf 
Is  deem'd  to  totter  on  the  brink  of  time ! 

und  is  then  concluded,  and  finely  coiitrafted, 
by  the  following  ferene  refledion : 

Not  fo  the  man  of  philofophic  eye 
And  infpedl  fage  -,  the  waving  brightnefs  he 
Curious  furveys ;  inquifitive  to  know 
The  caufes  and  materials  yet  unfix'd 
Pf  this  appearance* 
■•4 .  — 

Adieu* 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     XXV. 

Mcount  of  a  Comet  ivhicb  was/ecn  in  l^uffia 
in  the  Tear  ijC^r^Account  of  fime  $tber 

Comets. 


DEAR  SIR,  St.  Pctcffburg,  Jan.  1770. 

YOUR  letter,  informing  me  that  you  were 
engaged  in  the  ftudy  of  aftronpmyi 
gave  me  indeed  the  fincereft  jjleafure.  Icoq- 
gratulate  you  on  the  delightful  improvement 
it  wiU  s^flFord  you.  In  fo  far  as  a  mere  lovec 
of  that  fcience  may  fpeak  concerning  it,  I  will 
venture  to  a^ffirm,  that  no  literary  purfuii 
whatever  enlarges  the  mind  fp  much,  or 
yields  fuch  fublime  enjoyment*  I  am  con- 
vinced too,  that  it  influences  the  heart  and 
manners.  At  leaft  all  thofe  aftronomer* 
whom  I  have  ever  had  the  happinels  of 
knowing,  have  been  diftinguifhed  for  their 
modefty,  (?pnd,efcenfion,  and  candour.  Fond 
as  you  are  pf  this  exalting  fcience,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  that  the  following  account    of  the 

2  comet 
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comet  that  appeared  here  in  the  months  o( 
Auguft  and  September  laft  will  afford  you 
fome  amufement. 

This  brilliant  ftranger,  in  its  progrefs 
through  the  planetary  regions,  made  its  ap- 
peari^nc^  here  on  the  28th  of  Auguft.  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  it  early  in  the  morning 
on  the  I  ft  of  September.  Its  head  was  then 
lituated  almoftdueeaft,  thirteen  degrees  above 
the  horizon ;  and  made  a  right-angled  triangle, 
whofe  hypoteneus  was  fixteen  degrees,  with 
the  bright  ftar  Aldebaran,  and  the  moft 
northern  of  the  Pleiades,  September  the  ift, 
id,  and  3d,  it  advanced  with  an  oblique 
foutherly  courfe,  ftraight  upon  the  ftar  Bella- 
trix  in  the  fhoulder  of  Orion.  It  pafled  that 
ftar  within  lefs  than  half  a  degree,  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th.  By  proceeding  in  fuch 
a  tra£t,  and  with  fuch  accelerated  rapidity, 
tovi^ards  the  Perihelion,  it  feems  to  have  dc- 
fcended  upon  us,  through  thebreaft  of  Aries^ 
about  the  beginning  of  Auguft;  and  to  have 
crofted  the  Ecliptic,  when  near  thirty  de- 
grees diftant  from  the  point  of  the  vernal 
Equinox.  At  that  time  it  was  probably  too 
remote  to  be  difcerned.     From  Bcllatrix  it 

moved 
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moved  ottward  to  the  Solflitial  colure ;  paff- 
ing  that  circle  with  two  or  three  degrees  of 
N.  declination  ;  and,  before  the  loth  of  Sep- 
tember, arrived  at  the  Celeftial  Equator,  hav- 
ing a  right  afcenfion  of  an  hundred  and  three 
degrees.  On  the  isth,  it  arofe  along  with 
Sirius  at  three  in  the  morning,  and  was  then 
ieen,  for  the  laft  time,  near  the  tail  of  Mono- 
ceros,  diftant  from  the  Dog-ftar,  as  I  was  in- 
formed, twenty-fix  degrees ;  and  from  Pro- 
cyon,  or  the  Star  of  the  Little  Dog,  fifteen  de- 
grees.— In  the  evenings,  about  fix  weeks  af- 
ter, it  was  looked  for  in  its  return  in  the  con- 
ftellation  Ophiuchus ;  but  I  have  not  heard 
that  it  was  difcovered. 

During  all  the  nights  I  had  an  opportunity 
pf  attending  to  the  progrefs  of  this  illuftrious 
vifitant,  as  the  atmofphere  was  very  ferene,  I 
was  much  gratified  with  the  fine  appearance 
exhibited  by  the  long  train  of  diverging  light 
which  formed  the  tail.  On  the  morning  of 
the  sd  of  September,  it  had  increafed  from 
twelve  degrees  of  length  to  near  thirty, 
ftretching  from  the  weftern  arm  of  Orion, 
where  the  head  then  was,  full  four  degrees 
beyond  the  two  kappas  of  the  Whale.  On 
3  the 
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the  ,8th,  the  difplay  of  its  radiance  was  ftifl 
xnore  majeftic ;  for  it  now  occupied  a  fpace  in 
the  heavens  of  no  lef$  than  forty^four  degrees, 
reaching  acrofs  Orion,  even  beyond  the  ftar» 
in  Eridanus.  All  this  time  it  was  haftening 
towards  the  Sun's  place  ip  the  Exjiptic ;  and 
by  fuch  rapid  marches,  that  it  was  foon  after** 
wards  abforbed  from  our  view  by  the  efful- 
gence of  the  morning  rays. 

I  need  fcarce  obferve,  that  all  the  above 
motions  and  diftances  aferibed  to  this  beau- 
teous and  eccentric  wanderer,  are  only  appa- 
rent. The  real  track  of  a  body  fo  confidera'** 
ble,  through  the  orbits  of  the  planets^  is  another 
confideration ;  and  leads  to  refledions  of  a 
very  interefting  nature.  On  this  fubje6l  I 
have  received  the  following  information  from 
an  ingenious  friend  converfant  in  aftronomy, 
who  was  much  occupied  in  obferving  the 
places  of  the  comet,  and  has  fmce  fpent  fome 
time  in  computing  from  the  data  thus  obtain*^ 
ed.  According  to  him,  its  nearcft  approach 
to  the  earth  was  on  the  9th  of  September^ 
when  it  paffed  us  at  about  a  third  part* of  our 
mean  diftance  from  the  Sun.  Had  it  arrived 
at  the  fame  point  of  its  trajectory  twenty-one 
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da^s  later,,  we  fhould  have  been  ftill  three 
times  nearer:  though  even  at  this  neareft 
poiTibie  appro4ch»  as  the  bulk  of  the  comet 
vras  relatively  very  fmall,  the  mutual  gravi- 
tation would  have  occafioned  no  tendency  to 
diforder  in  the  motions  of  bur  planet.  It  far- 
ther appears,  that  it  pafled  the  plane  of  the 
orbit  of  Venus  from  ihe  north  to  the  fouth^ 
in  the  month  of  Auguft,  and  repaflcd  it 
again  in  Odober ;  both  times  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  from  that  planet,  as  to  produce  no  fen^^ 
fible  effefts.  On  the  7th  of  Odober  it  had 
reached  its  perihelion,  and  was  ten  times 
nearer  the  Sun  than  we  are.  Mercury  wai 
alfo  then  fo  much  out  of  the  way  as  to  efcape 
di(lurbance« 

This  comet  is  thought  to  be  a  new  one ; 
by  which  is  meant,  that  it  is  different  from 
any  pne  marked  in  the  catalogue  given  us  by 
t)r.  Halley,  or  any  additions  that  fince  hi^- 
time  have  been  made  to  it.  According  to 
the  fame  computations  of  its  real  fituation  and 
diftance,  it  follows,  that  the  lucid  emanation 
which  formed  the  tail  was  elongated  from  the 
nucleus,  to  the  amazing  extent  of  thirty-fix 
millions  of  miles.  No  wonder,  therefore, 
M  that 
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fhat  fuch  unufual  radiancfe,  \vhen  cofitraft^d 
'f^ith  a  dark  arid  fcrene  air,  flibutd  have  im»- 
parted  an  awfiil  magmfitcnce  to  the  heavens^ 
Nor  could  I  behold  iti for  tltefirlitiiiie, i^vdib- 
out  feeling  my  Ibul  fhaken  wfth  foiem©  tet- 
TOr  and  veneration^  It  feemed  hke  thebaii>» 
ntt  of  Oojnipotence,  difplayed  by  fome 
mighty  angd,  and  announcing,  not  only  to 
the  nations  upon  earth,  but  to  the  whole 
planetary  region,  from  utmoft  Saturn  to  the 
Sun  himfelf,  thfe  power  of  their  great  Creator. 
A  voice  pealing  through  the  vaft  void  of  the 
ftarry  heavens,  and  proclaiming  fome  awful 
beheft,  or  tremendous  ftunmons,  though  tt 
Slight  have  appalled,  would  not  then  have 
furprifed  me. — ^Refledion,  I  allow,  and  found ' 
philofophy,  excite  other  emotions.  They  in- 
fpire  confidence  in  the  goodnefs  of  that  Being, 
whofc  power  and  wifdoni  ate  m^nifeft6ci  in 
the  order  and  harmony  fo  confpicuous  in  the 
frame  of  nature.  ;      ' 

Thefe  are  tky  glorious  works.  Parent  of  ;W/ 

.You  will,  no  doubt,  have  already  difcover- 
ed,  in  the  courfe  of  your  enquiries  and  obfer- 
vations,  that  the  aftronomy  of  comets  is  to  be 
confideredy  even  in  this  age  of  fcience;,  as  in 
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its  infancy*  Of  the  number  belonging  to  the 
fyfiem,  theii^  is  no  room  even  for  forming  a 
conjeaure :  and  in  regard  to  their  periods,  phi- 
lofopher^  are  only  beginning  to  know  fome-» 
thing.  The  great  difad vantage  under  which 
they  labour,  is  the  want  of  ancient  obferva** 
tions.  It  was  unfortunately  the  prevailing 
dodrine  of  the  Arift<3telians,  that  comets  were 
but  tranfient  meteors,  compofed  of  comhufti- 
ble  matter,  which  floated  cafually  in  the  at-* 
mofphere)  and,  on  this  accaunt,^  they  regard^" 
edthcm  wifh  very  little  attention*  It  is  cer-* 
tain,  however^  that  Tome  of  the  aticients  en- 
tertained jufter  conceptions.  Seneca,  in  par- 
ticular, reafons  upon  this  fubje<3:  in  a  mannei^ 
fojuft  and  philofophical,  that  it  is  aftonifhing 
the  mere  authority  of  the  fchools  f^uld  have 
fo ;  long  diverted  the  attention  of  enquirersi 
and  prevented  them  fo  long  from  beginning 
really  to  obferve.  The  treatife  *  alluded  to, 
ia  fo  remarkable  for  a  train  of  the  moft  happy 
fuggeftions,  that  I  canpot  help  recommending 
it  to  your  perufal;  and  ti?  juftify  what  I  ad-» 
Vance,  allow  me  to  lify  before  you  the  follow- 
li>g  quotations  :-*'*  Ego  noftris^non  affentior. 

•  Qaaft.  Natur.  1.  vl!4 

M  u  **  NoQ 
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"  Non  cnim  -exiftimo  cometen  fubetaneum 
^'  igaem,  fed  inter  asterna  opera  naturae  *.-— 
"  Cometes  habet  fuam  fedem:  et  ideo  noa 
•*  cito  expelHtur,  fed  emittitur  fuum  fpatium : 
^*  non  extinguitur,  fed  excedir.  Si  erratica, 
**  inquit,  ftella  effct,  in  fignifero  eflet.  Quia 
"  unum  ftellis  limitem  ponit  ?  Quis  in  an- 
f^  guftum  divina  compeUit?  Nempe  haec  ipfa 
*^  fidera,  quse  fola  moveri  credis,  alios  et  alioa 
**  circulos  habent.  Quare  ergo  non  aliqua 
**  fint  quae  in  proprium.itcr,  et  ab  iftis  re- 
**  motum  feceflerintf  ? — Malta  funt  quse  effc 
**  conccditnus:  qualia  fint,  ignoramus* — 
"  Quid  ergo  miramur,  comftaSi  tarn  rarunt 
**  fpeftaculumi  non  dum  tcneri  legibus  certis; 
*•  neque  initia  illorum,  finefque  notefcere 
•*  quorum  ex  ingentibus  intervallis  recurfus 

<*  eft  ?'' **  With  our  philofophers  I  do  not 

^*  agree.  I  cannot  believe  that  a  comet  is  a 
"  fire  fuddenly  kindled,  but  that  it  ought  to 
<*  be  ranked  among  the  everlafting  works  of 
**  nature.  A  comet  has  its  proper  place, 
"  from  which  it  is  not  quickly  thrown  out ; 
**  but  goes  its  courfe :  is  not  extinguiflied ; 
•'  but  leaves  us.     An  objeftor  may  fay,  if  it 

•  Cap.  22.    t  Cap.  23,  t\,  25. 
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"  were  a  wandiering  ftar,  it  would  ke^p  in 
**  the  zodiac.  But  who  can  confine  the  ftars  ? 
•*  or  reftraiii  the  works  of  God  to  a  narrow 
**  compafs  ?  Thofe  very  ftars,  believed  by 
•*  you  to  be  the  only  bodies  of  the  kind  that 
**  have  any  motion,  move  in  circles  very  dif- 
**  ferent  from  oneianother.  Why,  therefore, 
**  may  not  fome  ftars  withdraw  into  paths  of 
**  their  own,  and  diftinCk  from  the  reft  ?  Wc 
*^  grant  that  many  things  exift,  of  whofe  na- 
**  ture  we  are  ignorapt.  Why  then  fliould 
*'  we  be  furprifed,  fmce  the  appearance  of 
**  comets  is  fo  rare,  that  we  know  nothing  of 
**  the  laws  by  which  their  motions  are  go- 
•*  vernedj  nor  of  the  limits  within  which 
"  they  move,  nor  of  the  periods  in  which 
*•  they  revolve?"  To  thefe  wonderful  anti- 
cipations he  fubjoins  the  following  remark- 
able prophecy  :  '^  Veniet  tempus,  quo ifta  quas 
**  nunc  latent  in  lucem  dies  extrahat,  et  lon^ 
**  gioris  aevi  diligentia.  Ad  inquifttionem 
"  tantorum  aetas  una  non  fufficit.  Veniet 
"  tempus,  quo  pofteri  noftri  tarn  aperta  nos 
**  nefcifle  mirentur.  Erit  qui .  deraonftret 
'*  aliquando,  in  quibus  cometae  partibus  er- 
•*  rent,  cur  tam  fedufti  a  caeteris  cant;  quanti 
**  qualefque  fmt."— —**  The  time  will  come, 
M  3  "  when 
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**  when  thofe  things  which  are  now  hii 
^*  from  us»  (hall,  by  the  diligence  and  obfer*- 
"  ration  of- after  ages,  be  fully  difclofed^ 
^^  For  one  age  alone  is  not  fufEcient  fpr  in* 
**  veftigating  matters  of  •  fueh  importance. 
♦*  The  timje  iwiU  come,,  when  pofterity  will 
♦•  wonder  that  we  were  ignorant  of  things  fe 
•*  plain, '  One  will  arifc^  who  will  d^mon^ 
**  ftrite  in  what  region  of  fpace  the  .  comets 
•*  wander,  why  they  recede  fo  far  from  the 
•*  other  planets,  how  great,  and  what  fort  of 
^'  bodies  they  are." 

But  nptwithftanding  this  bright  emanation 
from  a  philofophy  fo  pure  and  refined,  it  was 
not  till  about  the  year  1300  thjit  comets  were 
obferved  with  any  attention.  Mention  is 
tnade,  ind«d>  by  authors  before  that  period  of 
no  ftvfet  than  415;  but  from  their  informa- 
tion, little  elfe,  excepting  the  knowledge  that 
fuch  bodies  made  their  appearance  at  the  time 
fpecified,  can  be  derived.  The  particulars 
par  rated,  arp  too  general  to  admit  of  any  cer- 
tain comparifon  with  comets  that  have  yifi  ted 
MS  in  later  times.  But  fmce  the  thirteenth 
century,  or  jather  fince  the  time  of  Tycho 
Srahf?  fo  much  has  been  accomplidied,  that 

aftronomera 
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Itftroftomersf  have  now  about  f\fty  comets  fo 
v^ell  afcertained,  that  they  will  have  no  di£^ 
culty  of  knowing,  whether  any  which  may 
hereafter  appear  be  of  that  number.  .  The 
period  of  any  one,  being  in  this  manner  de- 
termined, its  return  in  future  times  may  be 
foretold :  and  thus,  by  degrees,  the  number 
of  all  thdfe  ftars  may  come  to  be  known >  and 
their  courfes  fettled.  In  the  year  I758f 
aftronomers  had  juft  caufe  of  triumph,  by  the 
adiual  return  of  one  of  thofe  bodies^  according 
to  a  predidion  founded  on.the  principles  now 
mentioned.  This  was  the  comet  which  had 
appeared  before  in  the  year  16  >  2,  and  which 
feems  to  be  the  Mercury  of  all  the  reit,  as  it 
IS  now  certain,  that  it  revolves  about  the  Sun 
in  fo  fhort  a  period  as  feventy-fix  years.  Se- 
venty-five years  was  its  period  the  time  be- 
fore; but  Dn  Halley  (hewed  plainly,  from 
the  laws  of  gravitation,  that  the  adio9  of  the 
planets  would  neceffarily  protradl  its  return 
about  one  year;  and  therefore  prognofticaied, 
that  its  return  would  be  towards  the  end  of 
1758,  or  the  beginning  of  1759.  Thrf<^  con- 
clufions  were  alfo  confirmed  by  fome  moft 
elaborate  computations  made  by  the  members 
of  the  French  academy,  when  the  time  drew 
M  4.  near, 
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near,  and  when  the  attention  of  philofophers 
was  ajgain  direded  to  a  fubjed  fo  interefting^ 
The  fad,  by  a  moft  exaa  agreement,  juftified 
the  principles  upon  which  they  had  founded 
their   opinion;   for,  in  the  evening  of  tjie 
25th  of  December  175$,  theexpefled  vifitant 
was  difcovered  tending  to  its,  perihelion,  and 
continued  vifible  till  the   14th  of  February 
1759,  wfeen  it  was  near  its  conjundion.     On 
the  I  ft  of  April  it  again  appeared  in  its  recefs 
from  the  Sun,  in  the  morning;  and  was  ob- 
fervedf  by   many  aftronomers,  in    different 
parts  of  ]^urope  for  »  conjiderable  t^me  afte^-, 
with  fuch  circqmftances  as  left  no  doub(  of  it9 
being  the  identical  comet  that  had  appeared 
in  1682. — There  is   another  comet,  which, 
from  the  correfpondence  of  period  with  one 
formerly  obferved,  ^nd  other  ftriking  circum- 
Ranees  of  agreement,  both  as  to  the  fpe^ies  and 
fituation  of  the  orbit,  is  eicpedted  to  return  at 
a  determined  time  ;  and  that  too  at  no  gres^t 
diftance.     This  is  the  comet  which  appeared 
ia  1532,  and  1661,  and  which,  at  an  equ^ 
interval  of  1251  years,  maybe  agaia  looked 
for  fthout  the  year  1789, 
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'  The  comet,  with  whofc  appearance  we  are 
next  heft  acquainted  is,  that  memorable  one 
which  was  feen  fo  long  in  the  year  1680.  At 
that  time  a  concurrence  of  happy  circum--* 
ftances  contributed  to  the  improvement  of 
this  part  of  aftronomy.  The  comet  itfelf,  of 
all  others,  from  the  extraordinary  curvature 
of  its  orbit,  was  moft  fuited  to  difcover  to  us 
the  laws  by  w^hich  its  motions  were  governed*^ 
Its  tra€t  in  the  heavens  was  carefully  and  cri- 
tically marked  by  Cafini  and  Flam{lead>  in  the 
lately  eftablifhed  obfervatorics  at  Paris  and 
Greenwich.  But,  above  all,  Sir  Isaac  New-^ 
TON  then  flouriflied  in  the  vigour  of  his  ge-t 
nlus,  and  had  unfolded  the  true  fyftem  of  the 
world.  He  demonftrated,  from  many  obfer- 
vations  of  this  great  comet,  that,  like  the  pla- 
nets,  it  was  fubjed  to  the  law  of  general  gra- 
vitation ;  and,  like  them,  refpeded  the  Sua 
in  its  periodical  courfe.  After  this,  upon  the 
principles  laid  down  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton, 
Dr.  Halley  determined,  by  an  elaborote  com-^ 
putsjtion,  what  would  be  the  motion  of  a  body 
carried  round  the  Sun  in  a  certain  ellipfis^ 
with  a  period  of  575  years,  and  found  it  moft 
perfedly  to  agree  with  the  obfervcd  places  of 
this  very  comet.  Perceiving  this,  and  re-.- 
^  marking 
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marking  that  hiftcwy  makes  mention  of  three 
very  extraordinary  comets  which  fucceeded 
one  another  by  the  fame  number  of  years,  he 
concluded,  not  without  the  higheft  probabi- 
lity, that  all  of  them  were  one  and  the  fame 
comet,  whofe  laft  return  to  its  perihelion  was 
in  the  year  1680. 

The  firft  period,  according  to  the  informa** 
tion  given  me  by  the  friend  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  the  preceding  account,  carries  us 
back  to  the  year  1 106,  when  Henry  the  Firft 
was  King  of  England*  The  comet  is  re* 
corded  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle  by  one  who 
feems  to  have  been  an  eye  witnefs.  He  tells 
ys,  "  That  on  Friday,  February  16,  a  won- 
"  derful  comet  appeared;  and  was  feen  a 
**  long  time  afterwards  every  evening.  The 
«'  ftar  itfelf  was  in  the  fouth-eaft ;  but  the 
*'  ray  which  proceeded  from  it  was  very  clear 
**  and  large,  fhining  to  the  north-weft."— 
Alfo,  in  the  confulate  of  Lampadius  and 
Oreftes,  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Juftinian, 
another  comet  like  this  appeared  ;  and  is 
pientipned  in  the  following  manner  by  the 
author  of  the  Antiochean  Chronicle:—"  A 
♦*  great  and  fearful  ftar  appeared  in  the  weft, 
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^<  feadiog'  forth  a  white  .beam  upwards, 
<^  whiehy  asjt  appeared]  }ike  the  flaQies  of 
^*  lighting,  fome  called  k  Lampadion.  It 
'*  Wasfeen.for  twei>ty:  d^ys." — Anoiher  pe- 
jriod  of  575  years  brings  u^  to  the  44th  year 
rhefore  Chrift,  when,  foon  after  the  death  of 
Julius  .  Csefar,  a  very  ,  remarkable  comet  ap- 
peared, mentioned  by  many  hiftoriana ;  and 
alio  by  Pliny,  who  gives  us  the  very  words  of 
Auguftiis  Caefar  concerning  it ; — ♦'  In  th€ 
^*  very  days  of  my  games,  a  blazing  ftar  was 
"  feen  in  that  part  of  the*  heavens  which  is 
•*  under  the  Septemtrioncs.  It  arofe  about 
**  the  eleventh  hour  5  and  was  clearly  to  be 
**  feen  all  over  the  world/'— From  thefc  ac-^ 
counts  it  appears,  that  this  comet  has  been 
obferved  thrice  fince  the  birth  of  Chrift ;  and 
Once  before  that  aera.  In  all  four  times.  But 
if  it  performs  its  revolution  regularly  and 
uniformly  in  the  fpace  of  575  years,  it  muft, 
though  nnobferved,  have  returned  frequently 
before  that  period.  If  you  confult  Blair*s 
Chronological  Tables  upon  this  fubjedt,  you 
will  find,  that  it  muft  have  returned  in  the 
year  619,  B.  C.  in  the  reign  of  Jofiah  King 
of  Judah,  when  Halyattus  II.  reigned  in  Ly-r 
diA?  QFj  according  to  Alftedius,  in  the  reign  of 

King 
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King  Hezekiah.  The  next  period  of  its  ap- 
pearance muft  have  been  in  the  year  1194, 
B.  C.  at  the  beginning  of  the  Trbjan  war. 
Another  period  of  575  years  carries  us  back 
to  the  year  1769,  B.  C. ;  and  in  the  year 
J  764  was  the  deluge  of  Ogyges,  by  which 
a  confiderable  part  of  Greece  was  rendered 
defolate  for  200  years.  Other  575  years 
brihgs  you  to  the  year  2344,  B.  C.  within 
four  years  of  the  univerfal  deluge,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1348.  Add  575  years,  and 
you  come  to  the  year  2919,  B.  C.  the  aera  of 
Lamach  and  Mathufalem.  And  by  another 
revolution  of  our  comet,  we  come  at  the  year 
3494,  B.  C ;  fo  that  if  this  account  be  well 
founded,  it  muft  have  vifited  us  fix  times  be- 
fore the  birth  of  Chrift,  exclufive  of  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  age  of  Auguftus,  If  you  fup- 
pofe  its  revolutions  to  have  gone  on  in  the 
fame  order  before  our  globe  was  brought 
into  the  fyftem,  you  will  have  it  travelling 
through  our  planetary  region  no  later  than 
fixty-five  years  before  what  we  call  the  crea- 
tion of  the  world.  I  leave  you  to  your  own 
reflexions  on  thefe,  I  had  almoft  called  them 
coincidences.  If  they  are  not,  they  are  yery 
nearly  fo ;  and  if  this  be  granted,  might  not 

great 
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grieat  allowance  be  made  for  inaccuracy  of 
calculations ;  difficulty  of  afcertaining  ancient 
dates ;  and  alfo  for  variety^  produced  by  un* 
known  caufes  in  the  period  in  which  the  co- 
met itfelf  may  have  performed  its  revolution  ? 
The  known  anomalies  in  the  motions  of  other 
comets,  and  even  of  the  planets  belonging  to 
our  fyftem,  occafioned  by  mutual  gravitation, 
or  their  adlions  on  one  another,  render  this 
lad  fuppofition  by  no  means  improbable^ 
But  you  will  fay,  I  am  launching  into  the  Tea 
of  conjedure. 

One  thing,  however,  is  certain,  that  this 
very  comet,  of  all  others  yet  known,  interferes 
moft  with  the  path  of  the  planets ;  and  more 
efpecially  with  that  of  our  habitation.  Nor 
is  it  poffible  to  read  Dr.  Halley's  defcription 
of  the  progrefs  of  a  body  fo  vaft  and  formi- 
dable, in  its  laft  vifit  to  the  Sun,  without 
confiderable  emotion.  "  Now  this  comet," 
lays  he,  **  in  that  part  of  its  orbit  in  which  it 
<<  defcended  towards  the  Sun,  came  fo  near 
"  the  path  of  all  the  planets,  that  if  by 
"  chance  it  had  happened  to  meet  any  one  of 
f'  them  when  paffing  by,  it  muft  have  pro- 
*•  duced  very  fenfible  efFeds ;   and  the  mo- 

"  tion 
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**  tion  of  the  comet  itfelf  would  ha^e  fufFcred 
^  the  greateft  difturbance.     In  fuch  a  cafe, 
**  the  plane  and  fpecies  of  its  elliptic  orbit,  and 
"  ita  periodic  time,  would  have  been  greatly"' 
**  changed  ;  efpecially  irongi  coming  near  Ju** 
**  piter.     In  the  laie  defcent,  ttie  true  path  of 
*'  the  comet  left  the  orbit  of  Salurn  and  Ju- 
*'  piter  below  itfelf  a  little  towards  the  fouth ; 
"  it  approached  much  aeargr^  to  the  paths  o£ 
^  Venus  and  Mercury;  j    and  mucl>    nearer 
'*  ftill  to  that  of  Mars.,   B|it  as  it  was  paffing 
"  through  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic  to    ita. 
"  fouthern  node,  it  came  fo  near  to  the  plane 
**  of  the  Earth,  th&t,  had  it;  arrived  thirty 
"  days  later  than  it  did^  it  woi^ld  fcarce  have 
*•  left  our  globe  one  femidiameter:  pf  the  3ua 
**  towards  the  north,  and,  without  doubt,  by. 
**  its  centripetal  force,  it  would  have  pro-» 
**  duced  fome  change  upon  the  fituation  and 
**  fpecies  of  the  Earth*s  orbit,  and  upon  the 
•'  length  of  the  year.     But  may  the  great 
*•  good  God  avert  a  (hock  or  'contafl:  of  fuch 
*'  great   bodies,    moving   with    fuch    forces 
**  (which  however,  is  manifeftly  not  impof- 
•*  fible),  left  this  beautiful  order  of  things  be 
•*  entirely  deftroyed,  and  reduced  into  its  an- 
•^'  cient  chaos  I** 

Allow 
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Allow  me  to  conclude  my  letter  with  repeat- 
ing my  congratulation  on  your  having  begun 
the  fiudy  of  the  ftars  ;  and  to  give  you  joy  on 
the  delightful  improvement  it  will  afford  you. 
Permit  me  alfo  to  fay,  that^  in  profecuting 
this  ftudy,  perfons  in  your  fifuation  have  pe- 
culiar advantages. 

Di  iibi  divitias  dederint^  artemque  fruendi. 

I  fee  you,  in  "my  mind^s  eye,"  fhakiog  off 
the  ilumbers  of  that  light  arid  refrefliing  fleep 
which  only  vifits  the  couch  of  temperance ; 
anticipating  the  dawn  of  morning;  afcend- 
ing  the  little  eminence  in  the  lawn  adjoining 
to  your  elegant  villa ;  and  there  converfing 
with  the  hoft  of  heaven-  You  will  never  re- 
pent of  fuch  early  vigils  ;  but  will  find  thofc 
filent  times,  before  the  buftle  and  cares  of  the 
day  begin,  the  fitteft  feafon  for  contemplation. 
Beholding,  with  philofophic  attention,  thofe 
glorious  fires  that  blaze  through  the  regions 
of  boundlefs  fpace,  and  adminifter  their  be- 
nign influences  to  innumerable  furrounding 
planets ;  how  your  thoughts  will  afcend  ;  and 
your  heart  glow  with  ferene  enjoyment ! 
With  what  tranfport  of  foul  will  you  refledJ, 
that  all  this  exuberance  of  creation  was  form- 
ed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


176         ANECDOTES    OF  THi! 

ed  by  the  rule  of  wifdom,  and  is  governed  by^ 
immutable  order ! — Ye  glorious  fires  !  hovir 
long  have  you  kept  watch  in  the  heavens  ? 
Where  were  ye  before  your  courfes  brought 
time  itfelf  into  being  ?  By  what  original 
fpark  were  ye  kindled  ?  Who  ftored  with  light 
your  never-failing  urns  ?  Is  the  morning  of 
your  exiftence  ftill  remembered,  when  the 
Almighty  yet  held  you  in  the  palm  of  his 
hand  ?  Know,  ye  ftupendous  hoft !  though 
your  radiance  proclaims  an  order  of  things 
majeftically  great ;  yet  the  eye  of  reafon  is 
filled  with  rays  of  a  far  purer  luftre.  They 
beam  from  beyond  the  veil  that  furrounds 
you ;  and  with  irrefiftible  energy,  raife  our 
views  to  that  eternal,  felf-exiftent  fifience,  the 
fountain  of  life,  the  great  Author  of  univerfal 
nature. 

Thefe  are  thy  glorious  works,  Parent  of  gooJ, 
Almighty,  thine  this  univerfal  fraliie. 
Thus  wond'rous  fair  $  thyfeif  how  wond'rous  then ! 
UnfpeakabJc !  who  fitt'ft  ab^ve  thefi  htavnu 
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An  Equeftrian  Statue  of  Peter  the  Greaf.^-^ 
The  Rock  intended  for  the  PedjeftaL 

D  E  A  R   S  I  R,  St.  Peterfljorg,  1770. 

THE  moft  {kilful  and  ingenious  ftattiary 
in  Europe,  is  employed  here  at  prcfent 
in  executing  an  Equeftrian  Statue  of  Peter 
•the  Great.  The  defign  in  this  work  is  partly 
allegorical.  The  pedeftal  is  to  reprefent'a 
rock,  and  the  horfe  appears  with  great  fpirit 
and  exertion  in  the  a6l  of  afcending  it.  This 
is  to  indicate  the  difficulties  furmounted  by 
'Peter  in  his  great  labour  of  reforming  the 
Rufiians.  An  enormous  fnake,  by  which 
Envy  is  typefied,  appears,  though  ftill  lifting 
its  head,  to  be  trampled  upon  by  the  hind- 
feet  of  the  horfe.  I  confefs  this  feems  to  me 
both  a  conceit  and  a  common  place  ornament. 
Befides,  as  benign  and  complacent  emotions 
are  intended  to  be  the  general  effedt  pro- 
duced by  the  Statue  in  the  beholder,  the  cir- 
cumftance  now  mentioned  conveys  too  much 
of  a  different  feeling.  For,  in  works  of  tafte, 
unity  of  feeling  is  of  no  fmall  importance. 
N  The 
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The  fnake,  however,  ferves  a  more  convenient 
purpofe ;  and  is  very  ufeful  in  fupporting  or 
in  fixing  the  horfe's  tail. 

Peter  is  in  the  attitude  of  ftretching  out 
one  of  his  arms.  He  is  thus  intended  to  ex- 
prefs  parental  affedion  for  his  people :  and 
when  we  are  told  that  this  is  the  artift's  in- 
tention, we  are  fatisfied  that  he  has  done 
what  he  purpofed.  The  expreflion  of  the 
countenance  is  happy  and  charaditeriftic :  you 
fee  in  it  afFedion  and  wifdohi ;  not,  however, 
without  fome  lineaments  of  that  ferocity  which 
ferved  as  a  foil  to  Peter's  amazing  merit.  At 
the  fame  time,  I  could  have  wiflied  that  the 
work,  which,  in  other  refpeds,  is  really  ex- 
quifite,  had  been  lefs  allegorical.  The  graces 
and  beauties  of  allegory  fubmit  not  their  de- 
licate tints  and  features  either  to  the  pencil  or 
the  chifel.  They  are  challenged  by  the 
mufe  alone.  -The  drapery  in  this  ftatue  is, 
with  great  judgment,  intended  to  be  as  fimple 
as  poffible.  It  exhibits  the  original  drefs  of 
the  Ruflians.  The  ftatue,  you  may  be  furc* 
is  a  topic  of  converfation  here  at  prefent; 
and  this  laft  circumftance  has  given  occafioa 
for  fome  good  criticifm  on  the  Coftume. 

The 
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The  rock  intended  for  the  pedeftaU'  is  it- 
fclf  a  curiofity.  I  went  lately  into  Carelia 
where  it  now  lies,  that  I  might  fee  it  in  its 
natural  ftate.  It  was  then  forty  feet  long, 
twenty-two  in  breadth,  and  twenty-two  in 
height ;  but  before  it  be  brought  to  St.  Peterf- 
burg,  it  will  probably  be  a  good  deal  curtailed; 
It  is  quite  detached,  lying  a  little  way  below 
the  furfacc  of  the  earth,  and  is  altogether  un- 
conne£ted  with  any  ftratum  of  flone  or  of 
rock.  In  its  compoH'tion  it  feems  to  contain 
a  great  deal  of  granite  and  onyx.  It  admits 
of  an  exquifite  polifh ;  and  difplays  fomc  beau- 
tiful mixtures  of  white,  black,  and  grey.  In 
fome  of  its  veins  it  fparkles  ;  and  fome  of  its 
ftreaks  exhibit  a  fine  mixture  of  pale  red,  of 
blufli  colour.  Ear-rings  and  fleeve-buttons,  cut 
out  of  the  fragments  of  this  rock,  are  at  pre- 
fent  very  fafhionable.  It  is  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  fide  of  the  Neva  on  a  machine  drawn  by 
men :  it  is  there  to  be  put  on  board  a  large 
barge,  and  to  be  towed  by  boats  to  the  city. 

The  artift  who  is  engaged  in  this  immortal 
work,  has  brought  with  him  to  this  place  a 
fine  marble  figure,  intended  as  an  allegorical 
reprefentation  of  Winter.  A  very  proper  or- 
nament, you  will  fay,  for  the  metropolis  of  a 
N  2  northern 
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northern  empire.  There  is,  however,  fomc- 
thing  very  particular  in  the  nature  of  the  de- 
fign.  Winter  is  reprefented  as  a  female,  very 
beautiful,  and  very  young.     She  is  arrayed  in 

•  loofe  drapery ;  her  countenance  is  expreflive 
of  the  moft  tender  afFedion,  as  fhc  appears 

•  gracefully  bending  over  fome  winter  flowers, 
and  in  the  adt  of  protecting  them,  with  a  fold 
of  her  garment,  from  the  fe verity  of  the  wea- 
ther.    But  how,  you  willafk,  as  I  took  the 

"liberty  of  doing,  are  we  to  know  th^t  this  is 
Winter?  By  the  following — flialll  venture 
to  fay,  conceit  ? — Near  her,  on  the  pedeftal,  is 
an  earthen  vafe  filled  with  water  :  the  fluid, 
'by  expanfion  occafioned  by  the  froft,  had 
burft  the  edge  of  the  veflel,  and  the  broken 
fragment  is  lying  befide  it!  But  my  chief 
objedion  is  againfl;  the  general  defign. 
Ought  not  Winter,  agreeably  to  the  condud 
both  of  poets  and  painters,  to  appear  herfelf 
not  infenfible  to  the  effeds  of  cold  ?  Is  not 
Death,  when  perfonified,  reprefented  as  a 
Skeleton  ?  or  fuch  as  Milton  has  reprefented 
him  ?  And  is  not  Danger,  exhibited  by  Col- 
lins, in  adual  danger  ? 

Danger !  whofc  limbs  of  giant  mould, 
"What  mortal  eye  can  fix*d  behold  ? 

Who 
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Who  ftalks  his  round,  an  hideous  form, 
Howling  amid  the  midnight  ftorm; 
Or  throws  him  on  the  ridgy  fteep 
Of  fome  loofe  hanging  rock  to  flecp. 

Fear,  by  the  fame  Poet,  appears  darting,  fly- 
ing, and  in  diforder: 

Ah,  Fear !  ah,  frantic  Fear ! 

1  fee,  I  fee  thee  near  j 
I  know  thy  hurried  ftep,  thy  haggard  eye. 
Like  thee  I  ftart,  like  thee  diforder'd  fly. 

Defpair,  too,  according  tp  the  mafterly  deli- 
neation of  Spenfer>  is  reprefentcd  as  fufFering 
the  ti^oft  exicruci^ting  torment. 

**  Tbefe  writers,*^  replies  the  artift,  who 
is  alfo  an  acute  critic,  *'  have  conduced 
**  themfelves  erroneoufly.  I  follow  a  plan 
**  oiore  coofiftent,  and  more  corred.  I  re- 
**  prefent  the  Power  who  prefides  over  the 
*•  feafon;  who  ha«  the  fole  management  of 
**  frofts  and  of  tempeflis ;  and  cannot  there^ 
•*  fore  be  fuppofed  to  fuffer  by  their  incle- 
**  fluency."  The  thought  is  ingenious ;  but 
I  cannot  fubfcribe  to  the  ^Oji^riue.  The  dif- 
cuflion  of  this,  point,  however,  would  involve 
me  ia  a  longer  letter  than  I  ha^ve  leifure  to 
write  at  prefent.     Adieu. 

N3 
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Fables  imitated  from  the  German  ^Gellert, 


D  E  A  R    S I  R,  St.  Petierfbarg,  1770. 

THE  mod  popular  among  the  living  au- 
thors in  Germany,  in  fo  far  as  I  may 
judge  from  what  I  can  hear  of  German  lite- 
rature in  this  place,  is  the  famous  Gellert, 
He  is  a  profeflbr  at  Leipfig ;  and  is  univerfs^lly 
celebrated,  not  only  as  a  man  of  diftinguiili- 
ed  ability,  but  of  great  worth.  As  an  author, 
he  is  particularly  diftinguifhed  for  fmoothT 
nefs  of  verfification,  propriety  of  expreffion, 
and  elegance,  rather  than  ftrength  of  inven- 
tion. His  works  are  of  different  kinds ; 
Letters,  tales,  and  fables.  In  the  apologue, 
he  is  confidered  as  the  Phaedrus  of  Germany 
J  (hall  therefore  conclude  the  fpeciniens  I  have 
already  given  you  of  German  literature,  with 
the  following  imitations  of  fome  of  his  fables. 
I'hey  are  imitations,  rather  tranflations:    I 
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would  have  renckred  them  into  verfe,  if  I  had 
felt  myfelf  in  a  mood  for  rhyming;  or  rather 
if  I  had  thought  myfelf  equal  to  the  tafk. 
Nor  can  I  pretend  to  any  thing  elfe  in  the 
fubfequent  outlines,  than  to  give  you  fomc 
notion  of  the  inventive  powers  of  an  author, 
whom  hiai  countrymen  have  ranked  very  high 
among  thofe  that  excel  in  elegant  compofi- 
tion.  ***** 

I. 

The  NIGHTINGALE  and  the  LARI^. 

A  Lesson  to  Poets. 

WHILE  a  Nightingale  chanted  in  the  midft  ' 
of  a  foreft,  the  neighbouring  hills  and  val- 
leys were  delighted  with  her  exquifite  me- 
lody. Every  wild  bird  forgot  to  fing,  liften- 
ing  with  fond  admiration.  Aurora  tarried 
behind  the  hill,  attending  to  her  mufical  ca- 
dences ;  and  Philomel,  in  honour  of  the  god- 
defs,  warbled  with  unufual  fweetnefs.  At 
length  (he  paufed,  and  the  Lark  took  the  op- 
portunity of  thus  addreffing  her:  "Your 
"  mufic  meets  with  juft  approbation;  the 
**  variety,  the  clear nefs,  and  tendernefs  of  the 
N  4  "  notefi 
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^*  tidtik  are  inimitabte  f  ncv^fftielefs,  ?ti  oM 
*•  cirtufnftince  I  am  entitled  to  st  preference. 
*'  My  rrielody  is  uninterrupted ;  and  eVery 
'*  morning  is  uOiered  with  my  g^at'iilaltions. 
*^  Your  fong,  on  the  contrary,  is  heard  tmi! 
**  fcldom ;  thd^  except  duritig  a  feW  week^ 
^*  in  the  fiimmer,  you  hive  ho  cTairri  to  pi* 
•*  culiar  attention/'  **  Yoii  fia^e  thentioti- 
**  ed/'  replied  the  Nightingale, . "  the  vefy 
**  caufe  of  my  fuperior  excellence*  I  attend 
"  to,  and  obey,  the  didates  of  Nature.  I  ne» 
*'  ver  fing  but  by  her  incitettiedt,  t6f  ever 
«*  yield  to  importunate,  but  uninfpired  inclina* 
r  tion/: 

ne  TRAVELLER. 

DURING  the  violence  of  a  ftorm,  a  Travel-  - 
ler  implored  relief  from  Jupiter,  and  intreat- 
ed  him  to  afluage  the  tempeft.  But  Jupiter 
lent  a  deaf  ear  to  his  intreaty.  Struggling 
with  the  unabating  fury  of  the  whirlwind* 
tired,  and  far  from  flielter,  he  grew  peevifh 
and  difcontented.  **  It  is  thus  (he  faid) 
^*  the  Gods,  to  whom  our  facrilices  are  offer- 
^^  ed    daily,  beedlefs   of  our    welfare,  and 

**  amufed 
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"  amufed  with  our  fufFerings,  make  an  ofteo- 
•*  tatious  parade  of  rheir  omnipoteiice."  At 
length,  approaching  the  verge  of  a  foreft^ 
"  Here/*  he  cri^d,  ^  I  (haM»  find  that  fuccour 
**  and  pi^teifJfon  which  Heaven,  either  unable 
*•  or  unwiUiftg,  hath  rcfufed."  But  as  he 
advanced,  a  robber  rofc  ftiAlenly  from  a 
Wake ;  and  our  TravfeUcr,  impdled^by  inftant 
terror,  and  the  f^ofped^  of  great  dat^ger,  btf- 
jDdk  himfdf  to  fiigbti  e:epofifvg  himfelf  to 
the  t^ftipdft  of  whidk  l^e  had  fo  bineriy  com- 
pMtitd.  HiA  enemy ,•  mt^a  wUle,  Mk^  an 
irro#  to  hia  b6Wy  took  exd^  aim  j  but  the 
bow-ftftng  being  relaxed  with  the  ih6ifture, 
the  deadly  weapon  fell  fhort  of  its  mark,  and 
the  Traveller  efcaped  uninjured.  As  he  con- 
tinned  his  journey,  a  voice  ifftied  awful  from 
the  clouds:  "  Meditate  on  the  providence  as 
*'  well  as  on  the  powei*  of  Heaven.  The 
•'  ftorm  which  you  deprecated  (a  blafphe^^ 
"  liioufly^  hath  been  the  means  of  yotir  pre* 
•^*  fervation.  Had  not  the  boW-ftring  of  your 
•*  enemy  befen  rendered  ufelefs  by  the  rain, 
**  you  had  falleni  a  prey  to  his  violence  I" 
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III. 
A   Well-timed  REBUKE. 

PHILINDA,  in  the  bloom  of  youth  and 
beauty,  foon  became  confcious  of  her  cbarins* 
Like  other  comely  maids,  (he  attired  herfelf 
in  gaudy  apparel,  and  was  conftantly  confuU- 
ing  her  mirror.  Her  brother,  a  grave  and 
formal  philofopher,  celebrated  for  his  erudi- 
tion, declaimed  againft  the  vanity  of  the  fex. 
**  Have  a  care,"  replied  Philinda,  with  a 
fmile,  "  left  the  charge,  be.  retorted.  Hourly 
••  I  take  counfel  with  my  mirror,  and  hourly 
•^  you  rchearfe  your  own  compofiiions." 

IV. 
The  TENDER   WIFE. 

CLARINE  loved  her  hulband  with  fincere 
afFcdiion  ;  for  they  had  been  only  fix  weeks 
married.  He  conftituted  her  fole  felicity ; 
for  he  was  exadlly  fuited  to  her  mind.  Their 
defires  and  averfians  were  the  fame.  It  was 
Clarine's  ftudy,  by  diligent  attention,  to  anti- 
cipate her  hufband's  wi(hes.  •*  Such  a  wife," 
fays  my  male  reader,  who  entertains  thoughts 
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of  matrimony,  *'  fuch  a  wife  would  I  de- 
firc  !"  Arid  fuch  a  wife  mayft  thou  enjoy. — 
Clarine*8  huiband  fell  fick.  A  dai^erous 
malady.  **  No  hope,"  faid  the  Phyfician, 
and  (hook  his  awful  wig.  Bitterly  wept  Cla- 
rine :  ♦*  O  Death,  might  I  prefer  a  petition  ! 
^*  Spare,  O  fpare  my  huiband !  Let  me  be  the 
^*  victim  in  his  ftead  !'*  Death  heard,  appeait- 
ed ;  "  and  what,"  cried  he,  **  is  thy  requeft  ?'* 
•*  There,"  faid  Clarine,  trembling  and  afto- 
^^  nifhed,  "  there  he  lies ;  pierced  with  in- 
"  tolerable  agony,  he  implores  thy  fpeedy 
^'  relief!" 

V. 

The    YELLOW    HAMMER    and 
NIGHTINGALE. 

A  Yellow  Hammer  and  a  Nightingale  were 
fufpended  in  their  cages  at  the  outfide  of  Da- 
jnon's  window.  The  Nightingale  began  to 
warble,  and  Damon's  child  was  fmit  with  ad- 
miration of  his  melody.  **  Which  of  the 
*•  birds,"  faid  he,  "  fmgs  fo  delightfully  ?" 
**  I  will  fhew  you  them,"  anfwered  the  fa- 
ther, '*  and  you  may  jguefs.'*  The  boy 
fixpd    his   eye   on  the  Yellow    Hammer: 

!*  Thia 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Mm  ANECDOTES  OF  TH:E 


"  Thig  muft  be  the  fongfter^  How  beiiuti- 
••  fiilly  paiooed  are  his.ftatbers  !  The  other, 
**  yoir  may  fee  by:  his  plumage,  is  quite  ua- 
**  ranfical,  and  good  foe  nothing  !"  **  The 
•*  vulgar,"  faid  Damon,  "  judge  pcecifcly  af- 
•^  tea  the  fame  mannct,  aoid  form  thcic  opi- 
*^  siD&  of  merit  merely  by  external  appeaiv 
ancc." 


€4. 


VL 
The   FOX   and  MAGPIE. 

SAID  Renard  to  a  Magpie,  •*  May  I  pre- 
*'  fume  to  afk  the  fubjeck  of  your  inceffant 
**  difcourfe  ?  Doubtle-fs  you  difcufs  many  cu- 
*'  rious  and  important  inquiries."  "  True," 
anfwered  the  Magpie,  **  I  minifter  truth  and 
**  inftrudion  to  the  public.  From  the  eagle 
.*^  even  to  the  bat,  all  partake  of  my  wifdom." 
"  May  I  jequeft  a  fpecimen  of  your  know- 
**  ledge  ?"  faid  the  Fox,  with  a  fubmiflive 
tone.— As  a  quack-dctftor  mounts  the  flage, 
extols  the  virtue  of  his  drugs,  draws  out  a  vo- 
luminous handkerchief,  and  coughs,  and  fpil§, 
and  harangues;  fo  the  Magpie,  fkipping 
from  bough  to  bough,  whetting  his  beak,  and 
affuming  an  air  of  profound  fagacity  and  im- 
pomoce,  addrefTed  hisdifciple:  **  My  chief 
9  y  delight 
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^*  delight  is  in  communicating  and  dlfFufing 
**  knowledge.  Attend  to  the  following 
*'  theory,  proved  l^y  inconteftable  fads,  and 
**  of  fignal  confequence  to  the  welfare  of 
"  foxes:—  Have  you  not  hitherto  iro^ginod^ 
**  that  it  is  by  four  feet  alone  that  you  per- 
**  form  the  operations  of  running  and  walk- 
''  ing?*'  "  Certainly,"  CaidRenard-  "Then 
**  be  affured,"  added  the  inftruiaor,  "  that 
•*  you  have  laboured  under  a  grofs  mifappre- 
**  henfion.  I  will  evince,  by  irrefragable  ar- 
**  guments,  that  you  run,  walk,  and  ikip 
"  upon  five  feet.  When  you  run,  your  foot 
**  moves;  and  when  you. neither  walk  nor 
"  run,  your  foot  is  at  reft.  Again,  when  you 
"  walk,  your  tail  touches  the  ground.  Thefe 
"  principles  are  fimple  and  felf-evident. 
"  Mark  the  confequence.  When  your  foot 
"  moves,  your  tail  moves ;  your  foot  moves 
**  from  one  place  to  another;  and  fo  doea 
"  your  tail.  And,  again,  when  you  run 
*•  full  fpeed,  your  tail  touches  the  ground ; 
**  therefore  your  tail  is  your  fifth  foot : 
"  Q^E.  D."  "Excellent,"  cried  .the  Fox, 
**  the  lefs  we  know,  the- readier  we  are  to  in- 
"  flru<a^nd  demonftrate." 

TIL 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


t90  ANECDOTES   OF  THE 

VIL 
The   PAINTER. 

A  Ikilful  Painter  (hewed  a  piSurc  of 
Mars  to  a  ConnoifTeur,  and  afked  his  opinion 
concerning  it.  The  ConnoiiTeur  examined  it 
clofely,  and  fpoke  his  fentiments  without  re- 
ferve.  He  told  him  he  difliked  it;  alleging 
many  good  reafons  for  his  diflike.  But  the 
artifl:  was  of  a  different  mind  ;  and  his  friend 
difputed  with  him  at  great  length,  without 
being  able  to  convince  him.  Meantime  a 
Fop  entered  the  room ;  and  cafting  a  fuperfi- 
cial  glance  at  the  picture,  **  Good  Heavens  !" 
cried  he,  in  an  extafy  of  admiration,  "  what 
**  a  mafter-piece  of  art  and  invention  !  what 
'*  an  elegant  foot !  and  how  exadly  are  the 
•*  nails  proportioned  !  Mars  lives  in  the  pic- 
**  ture  !  What  ingenuity  in  that  fhield  !  and 
"  how  much  Ikill  in  the  execution  of  the 
'*  helmet!*'  The  Painter  was  covered  with 
utter  fliame  and  confufion.  **  Now,"  faid 
he,  "  I  am  convinced  of  my  miftake  :"  And 
the  moment  his  applauding  vifitant  withdrew, 

he  expunged  the  godhead. The  work  is 

bad,  if  a  judge  difapproves ;  if  a  fool  praifes, 
efaze* 

6  VIII. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.  RUSSIAN    EMPIRE.  191 

VIIL 
The   HIDDEN    TREASURE. 

A  FATHER,  on  his  death-bed,  thus  ad- 
drefled  his  Son :  "  Providing  for  your  welfare, 

*'  I  laid  up  a  Treafure "  Death  interrupted 

him  J  for,  without  finifhing  his  fpeech,  he 
died.  "  A  Treafure  1"  faid  the  Son;  «*  but 
"  where  ?" — As  foon,  therefore, as  the  funeral 
ceremonies  were  performed,  he  gathered  his. 
friends  and  neighbours,  and,  with  fpades  and 
pick*axes,  turned  up  the  adjacent  fields. 
Their  fearch  was  fruitlefs,  and  the  young 
man,  in  defpair,  difmilTed  them.  But  looking 
accidentally  into  the  bed  where  his  Father  died, 
he  found  the  Treafure.  "  In  like  manner,*' 
fays  the  Moralift,  '*  we  often  negle£k  the  di- 
**  reft  and  immediate  means  of  difcovering 
**  the  truth,  and  defpife  them  becaufe  they 
^  are  eafy." 
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BETTER    XXVIII. 
Tthe  Slavery  of  the  Ruffian  Pea/ants. 


DEAR    SIR, 

T  WILL  endeavour,  in  fafar  as  royownrfj^- 
*  feryaiion  extends,  and  in  fo.far  i^s  I  may 
depend  on  the  information  J  have  received 
from  otliers,  to  falidfy  yo^r  enquiries  concqm- 
ing  the  political  CitnatiQn,  and  oiational  cba*^ 
xafter,  of  the  Rufiians.  On  this  Xubjeia  i 
ihall  lay  4;be  fafks  and  p^ervations  before 
*you  in  the  order .  in  .which  they  ocqviT ;  ^aipid 
•v^ith  fuchooccafional  ineiden(soc,a^epdQte3)  a^ 
^ay  tend  to  illuftraie  any  general, r^^^^^rk. 
Nor  will  I  trouble  you  with  any  apolpgiy  fer 
a  method,  if  it  may  be  termed  method,  fo  very 
defultory.  In  truth,  I  want  leifure,  and,  per- 
haps, many  other  requifites,  for  compofing  a 
formal  treatife.  I  will  therefore  confole  my- 
felf,  and  endeavour  to  fatisfy  you,  by  obferv- 
ing,  that,  for  the  purpofes  of  mere  amufe- 
ment,  the  arrangement  I  have  chofen  is  per- 
haps 
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haps  as  proper  as  any  other.  I  have  alfb  to 
premife,  that  if  any  thing  fevere  (hall  happen 
to  efcape  me  concerning  the  form  of  the  Ruf- 
fian government,  it  can  only  be  concerning 
iheform^  and  without  iny  view  to  the  prefent 
adminiftration.  I  believfe  fincerely  that  nd 
defpor^  or,  if  you  like  the  term  better,  no  ab- 
folute  monarch,  ever  ruled  with  more  pru- 
dence, or  ftudied  the  welfare  of  his  people 
with  more  red:itude  of  intention,  than  the  pfe- 
fent  Emprefs  of  Ruflia.  Yet  it  is  impoffible 
for  a  native  of  Britain,  giving  an  account  of 
this  country  to  an  Englifhman,  not  to  exprefs 
fuch  feelings  and  rbfle£tions^  as  d  comparifbti 
between  the  Britifli  government,  and  that  cf 
other  nations,  muft  naturally  fugged:^ 

The  peafants  in  Ruflia^  that  is  to  fay,  the 
greateft  part  of  the  fubjeds  of  this  empire^ 
are  in  a  ftate  of  abjeft  flavery ;  and  are 
reckoned  the  property  of  the  noblei  to  whom 
they  belong,  as  much  as  their  dogs  and  horfes. 
Indeed,  the  wealth  of  a  great  man  in  RufTia 
is  not  computed  by  the  extent  of  land  he 
poffeffes,  or  by  the  quantity  of  grain  he  can 
bring  to  market,  but.  by  the  number  of  his 
flaves.    Thofe  belonging  to  Prince  Shereba- 

O  toff. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


194  ANECDOTES  OF  THE 

tofF,  and  conftitutmg  his  fortune,  are  faid  to 
be  BO  lefs  in  number  than  a  hundred  aod 
twenty-feven  thoufand. 

Every  flave  pays  about  a  ruble  *  yearly  to 
his  owner ;  and  if  he  be  in  the  way  of  mak- 
ing money,  the  tribute  he  pays  is  augmenf* 
ed.  In  generaU  every  Ruffian  noblemao 
allots  to  the  peafants  that  belong  to  him,  a 
certain  portion  of  land  to  be  cultivated  by 
them,  the  produce  of  which,  excepting  what 
fuffices  for  their  own  maintenance,  is  paid  to 
the  proprietor;  Sometimes  thofe  flaves  prac- 
tife  trades,  or  engage  in  traffic ;  and  all  fuch 
perfons  pay  a  much  greater  fum  yearly  to 
their  owners,  than  is  done  by  the  labourer  of 
the  ground.  In  fad,  a  Ruffian  peafant  has 
fto  property  f  every  thing  he  fK>fiefles,  even 
the  miferable  raiment  that  £belters  him  from 
the  cold,  may  be  feized  by  his  mafter  as  his 
own.-*— —A  carpenter,  being  known  to  have 
made  fbme  money,  was  commanded  by  the 
rapacious  fteward  of  a  rapacious  Knaez^  to 
give  two  hundred  rubles  to  his  owner.  The 
man  obeyed,  and  brought  the  money  in  ctp^ 

•FourSliaiin^n 

-  t  per. 
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ptu  *•  I  muft  have  it  in  niver,"  faid  th6 
fieward.  The  ikw,  denying  that  he  hid  fd 
i&acll,  wafi  inftantly  (courged  till  he  promifed 
to  filial  Jihe  demand.  H«  brought  the  filver* 
ftnd  the  coretoias  fuperior  retained  both  the 

<filwr  and  copper. ^Yott  will  cafily   con^- 

ceive^  that  men  in  this  fituation,  if  they  axe 
ever  enabled  to  improve  their  fortunes,  will 
tconceal  their  wealth,  atid  aflume  an  external 
appearance  of  indigence  and  mifery. 

The  owtier  has  alfo  the  powet  of  felling  his 

-flave^  or  of  hiring  his  labour  to  other  per- 

£3ns;    and)   it   happens  fometimes^    that  a 

&iaes:9  xyr  Boyard,  fhall  give   a  flave  to  i 

neighbouring  Bdyard  in  exchange  for  a  dog 

ora  korfei     The  owner  may  alfo  infli£l  oil 

hit  flaves  whdtever  puiiifliment  he  pleafes^ 

^wi  fbr  any  fort  of  offence.     It  is  againillaw^ 

indeed,  to  put  any  of  them  to  death ;  yet  it 

happens,  fometimes^  that  a  poor  flave  dies  of 

the  wounds  he  receives  from  a  paflionate  and 

Utitelenting  fuperiat.     I  hatre  heard,  that  lidt 

lotig  ago   a   lady  at  Mofcdwj    the  fiftct  of 

'Marifchal  S-^^-^*-***,  was  convicted  of  having 

put  to  death  upwards  of  feventy  flaVes,  by 

feourging,  and  by  infli£ting  upon  them  other 

O  2  barbaroutf 
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barbarous  punifliments.     It  was  a  matter  of 
amufement  with  her  to  contrive  fuch  modes 
of  punifliment  as  were  whimlical  and  un- 
ufual.      Such  enormity,,  however,   notwith- 
ftanding  her  rank,  and  the  great  power  which 
the  nobility  have  over  their  flaves,  was  not  to 
pafs  with  impunity.      She   was    tried,   was 
found  guilty,  and  condemned  to  ftand  in  the  - 
market-place,  with  a  label  on  her  breaft  de- 
claring her  crim«,  and  to  be  fhut  up  in  adun^ 
geon.    But  flie,  who  had  felt  no  reludlance  in 
making  her  fellow-creatures  fufFer  the  moft 
inhuman  torments,  and  had  even  amufed  her- 
felf  with  the  variety  of  their  fufFerings,  had 
fuch  a  fenfe  of  her  rank,  and  fuch  lively  feel- 
ings of  her  own  difgrace,  that  pride,  fliame, 
and  refentment  deprived  her  of  her  reafon. 
In  truth,  both  the  crime  and  the  punifliment 
feem  to  me  ftrongly  marked  with  the  charac- 
ters of  barbarity. 

As  a  Ruffian  peafant  has  no  property,  can 
enjoy  none  of  the  fruits  of  his  own  labour 
more  than  is  fufficient  to  preferve  his  exift- 
ence,  and  can  tranfmit  nothing  to  his  children 
but  the  inheritance  of  wretched  bondage,  he 
thinks  of  nothing  beyond  the  prefent.     You 

are 
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are  not,  of  confequence,  to  expe^i  among 
them  much  induftry  and  exertion.  Expofed 
to  corporal  puniftiment,  and  put  on  the  foot« 
ing  of  irrational  animals,  how  can  they  pof- 
fefs  that  ,fpirit  and  elevation  of  fentiment 
which  diftinguifh  the  natives  of  a  free  ftate  ? 
Treated  with  fo  much  inhumanity,  how  can 
they  be  humane  ?  I  am  confident,  that  mod 
of  the  defeds  which  appear  in  their  national 
charafter,  are  in  confequence  of  the  defpotifm 
of  the  Ruffian  government, 

I  mentioned  that  the  revenue  of  a  Ruffian 
nobleman  arifes  from  thofe  lands  which  are 
cultivated  by  his  flaves;  and  fometimes  in 
their  being  employed  in  other  occupations 
than  tillage.  They  often  come  from  diftant 
provinces,  and  are  either  employed  ^s  domef- 
tic  flaves,  mechanics,  or  as  day-labourers,  at 
Mofcow,  Peterfburg,  and  other  cities.  In 
thefe  cafes  they  muft  have  certificates  and  a 
written  permit,  fpecifying  their  names, 
owners,  and  the  time  they  are  allowed  to  be 
abfent.  When  they  come  to  any  great  town, 
with  a  view  of  remaining  there,  and  engaging 
themfelves  in  any  work,  the  perfon  who  em- 
ploys theni  muft  lodge  their  certificates  with 

Qz  the 
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the  mailer  of  tke  police  in  the  plaoe  vfihcr^ 
they  are  about   to  refide.     After  iremaiiimg 
their  allotted  time,  they  muft  return  to  thefp 
former  owners,  and   muft  be  accoimtabfe  to 
them  for  every  thing  they  Bave  earned, — To 
thefe  pra£lices  the  Emprefs  alludes  in  the  fol- 
lowing paffages,  in  her  inftrudions  to  the  de- 
puties   affembled    for    making    laws:-^*^  It 
"  feems  too,  that  the  method  of    exacting 
*'  their  revenues,  invented  by  the  lords,  di- 
"  miniflies  both  the  inhabitants,  and  the  fpi- 
"  rit  of  agriculture,  in  Ruflia.     Almoft  all 
"  the  villages  are  heavily  taxed.     The  lords, 
^^  who  feldom  or  never  refide  in  their  viU 
^  lageSj  lay  an  impoft  on  every  head,  of  one, 
"  two,  and  even  five  rubles,  without  the  leaft 
"  regard  to  the  means  by  which  their  peafants 
"  may  be  able  to  raife  this  money;      It  is 
'*  highly  neceffary  that  the  law  ihould  pre-? 
**  fcribe  a  rule  to  the  lords,  for  a  more  judi- 
"  cious   method  of   raifing  their  revenues; 
"  and  oblige  them  to  levy  fuch  a  tax  as  tends 
**  leaft  to  feparate  the  peafant  from  his  houfe 
"  and  family ;  this  would  be  the  means  by 
**  which  agriculture  would  become  more  e35- 
^  tenfive,  and  population  more  increafed  in 
^^  the  empire;    Even  now,  forpe  hufbandmen 
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**  do  aot  fee  their  houfes  for  fiftceq  years  ta- 

"  gether,  and  yet  pay  the  tax  annually  to 

"  their'  refpe<Jiive  lords ;  which  they  procure 

^^  in  towns  at  a  vafl:  diftance  from  their  fami* 

"  lies,  and  wander  over  the  whole  empire  for 

^^  that  purpofe." 

Aaother  hardftiip  to  which  the  Ruffian  pea- 
fant«  are  expofed,  is,  that  they  are  obliged  to 
marry  whatfoeverperfonSjOrat  what  time  their 
fuperiqrs  pleafe.  Every  flave  who  is  a  father^ 
pays  a  certain  tax  to  bis  ov/ner  for  each  of  his 
children  ;  and  the  owner  is  therefore  folicit- 
ou$  that  a  new  proge?iy  be  raifed  as  foon  as 
poffible.  Marriages  of  this  fort  muft  produce 
little  happinefs ;  neither  hufband  nor  wife  are 
very  ftudious  of  conjugal  fidelity  :  hence  the 
lower  clafles  are  4s  profligate  as  can  poffibly 
be  conceived  ;  and,  in  fuch  circumftances,  we 
cannot  expe£t  that  they  will  have  much  care 
of  their  children. 

The  condition  of  thofe  peafants  who  are- 
imn>ediate  flaves  of  the  crown,  is  reckoned 
lefs  wretched  than  the  condition  of  thofe  who 
belong  to  the  nobility ;  and  they  are  of  three 
kinds  ;  The  firft  are  thofe  who,  having  either 
O  4  fecretly. 
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fecretly,  or  by  the  favour  of  a  humane  fupe- 
rior,  been  able  to  procure  as  much  money  a^ 
may  enable  them  to  purchafe  their  freedom, 
have  alfo  the  good  luck  to  live  under  a  fu- 
perior  who  is  equitable  enough  to  free  them 
for  the  fum  they  offer.  Such  perfons,  and 
their  children,  are  ever  after  immediate  flave? 
of  the  crown.  On  the  fame  footing  are  all 
'  priefts  and  their  children ;  though  the  de- 
pendance  of  the  inferior  upon  the  fuperior 
clergy,  is  fometimes  as  grievous  as  the  moft 
painful  bondage.  Soldiers  alfo,  and  their 
children ;  and  this  clafs  includes  the  whole 
body  of  the  nobility,  are  Tmmediate  flaves  of 
the  crown; 

O  fortunatos  nimiumj  fua  fi  bona  norint, 
^ritannos ! 

Adieu* 
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JL  E  T  T  E  R     XXIX. 

The  Perfons — Foad^ — Drefs^^Houfes'—and 
Names  of  the  RuJJian  Pea/ants. 


THE  RufBans  are  tall,  robuft,  and  well- 
proportioned ;  their  teeth  are  remark- 
ably good ;  their  hair  is  in  general  blacky  and 
their  complexions  ruddy.  I  have  fcarcely 
feen  any  red-haired  perfons  among  them; 
and  thofe  who  are  fair,  are  not  fo  good-look- 
ing as  thofe  who  are  dark-complexioned. 
Squinting  or  fluttering  are  feldom  met  with ; 
and  you  fee  few  or  none  who  are  either  lame 
or  deformed.  Perhaps,  from  the  little  care 
the  poor  people  can  have  of  their  children, 
and  from  the  mifery  of  their  enflaved  condi- 
tion, moft  of  thofe  who  are  feeble  and  ill- 
formed  die  in  their  infancy.  Indeed  I  have 
heard  another  reafon  alleged  for  the  few  lame 
and  deformed  people  that  appear  in  Peterf- 
burg.      The  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  it   is   faid, 

had 
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had  fo  much  delicacy,  that  (he  could  not  bear 
to  behold  fuch  perfons  ;  and  therefore  prohi- 
bited thdr  appearing  in  the  places  where  flie 
^hofe  to  refide.  This  caufe,  however,  now  ceafes 
to  operate ;  nor  have  I  heard,  that  her  prefent 
majefty  was  ever  afl3i£ted  with  fuch  averfions. 
— The  women  of  all  ranks  in  this  countty, 
though  vfery  fprightly  and  very  gay,  for  ever 
dancing,  and  (ipging,  and  laughing,  and  talk- 
ing, have  not  the  fame  pretenfions  that  the 
men  have  to  good  looks,  and  the  graces  of 
external  appearance.  They  have  no  delicacy 
of  (hape  ;  and  their  complexions  arc  ' 
what  they  pleafe.  For  thofe  ?ven  in  the 
lowcft  condition,  if  they  are  able  to  nfFord  it, 
bedaub  their  faces  with  red.  Red  is  the  fa- 
vourite colour  here,  infomuch,  that  the  word 
denoting  it  in  the  Ruffian  language,  is  fyno- 
nymous  with  beautiful. 

The  Ruffian  peafants  eat  a  kind  of  black 
]bread,  made  of  rye,  barley,  buck- wheat,  and 
other  grains  of  an  inferior  quality  ;  it  is  four, 
but  not  unwholefome.  They  alio  cat  a  great 
ileal  of  .garlic,  coarfe  oil,  and  fiffi.  They 
fHiake  no  cheefe ;  and  are  not  much  acquaint- 
ed with  the  wfes  of  milk.    They  drink  a  bad 

kind 
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kind  of  mead,  and  liquors  made  of  wild 
fruits  }  but  their  chief  potation,  and  of  which 
they  partake  very  freely,  is  extraSed  froixx 
the  corns  which  their  country  produces— 
Whait  Tacitus  lays  of  the  ancient  Germans  is^ 
in  this  circumftance,  quite  applicable  to  the 
Ruffians :  ^'  Potui  humor  ex  hordeo  aut  fru- 
**  raento>  in  quondam  fimilitudinem  vini  cor- 
^  ruptus.— Sine  apparatu,  fine  blandimentis 
^  cxpellunt  famem ;     adverfus    fitim,    non 
cadem  temperantil"      **  Their  drink  is  a 
**  liquor  prepared    from    barley   or   wheat ; 
•*  corrupted   into   a   certain   refemblance  of 
^  wine.— 'They  fatisfy  hunger  without  regard 
^*  to  the  elegancies  and  delicacies  of  the  table. 
♦^  In    quenching   their    thirft  they  are    not 
♦*  equally  temperate  *.'* 

Though  they  are  in  general  ftrong  and 
healthy,  they  are  fometimes  attacked  by  fe- 
vere  difeafes.  Their  fifh  diet  in  Lent  brings 
upon  them  violent  fluxes.  They  are  alfo. 
fubje£k  to  fcorbutiq  diforders,  for  which,  how- 
ever, Nature  provides  an  excellent  antidote  in 
ibe  berries  that  grow  native  in  Ruffia.     Thcfe 
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are  the  marofhki  *  ;  a  berry  in  fize^  and  fhapo 
like  a  mulberry,  but  hard,  of  a  reddifti  or 
yellowifli  colour,  having  a  fubacid  tafte,  with 
little  flavour,  and  growing  on  a  fmall  plant 
about  half  a  foot  high  j  the  glukoi,  or  cran- 
berry; wild  ftra wherries  ;   and  hurtleberries* 

Their  drefs,  I  mean  that  of  the  Ruffian 
peafants,  is  very  fimple,  and  well  fuited  to 
their  rigorous  climate.  It  confifts  of  fkins, 
coarfe  woollen  cloth,  and  coarfe  linen,  which 
they  ufe  for  fhirts  or  drawers.  Their  upper 
garment  is  a  large  frock,  reaching  to  their 
knees,  folding  over  before,  and  fattened  about 
the  middle  with  a  girdle.  In  the  various  and 
glaring  colours  of  the  girdle,  they  fometimes 
endeavour  to  difplay  their  tafte.  They  have 
pieces  of  cloth  wrapped  in  a  variety  of  folds 
about  their  legs,  and  fattened  with  firings  5 

♦  Cloudberry — Rubos  chamoemorus  foIIMs  fimplicibos  lo« 
batis,  caole  inermi  anilioro.— The  Swedes  and  Norvcgiana 
efteem  cloudberries  to  be  an  excellent  antifcorbucic ;  they  pre- 
ferve  great  quantities  of  them  in  the  automo,  to  make  tarts 
and  other  confections.  The  Laplanders  bruife  and  eat  thero» 
as  a  delicions  food,  in  the  milk  of  the  rein-deer  ;  and  to  pre- 
ierve  them,  through  the  winter,  they  bu/y  them  in  fnow,  and 
at  the  return  of  fpring  find  them  as  freih  and  good,  as  whea 
at  firfi  gathered.  L  i  ghtfoot. 
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nor  do  they  feetn  at  all  folicitous  of  exhibit- 
ing in  this  limb  any  qualities  of  (hape  or  pro- 
portion. Their  necks  are  naked,  and  expofed 
to  the  weather,  and,  of  confequence,  they  re- 
ferable bulls  necks.  They  have  long  beards 
and  bufhy  hair;  and  have  their  heads  cover- 
ed with  worfted  or  fur  caps,  rifing  for  the 
moft  part  in  a  conic  form.  Every  Ruffian,  of 
what  rank  foever,  ufually  wears  upon  his  breaft, 
and  hanging  by  a  ribbon  or  firing  tied  about 
his  neck,  a  foiall  crofs  of  gold,  filver,  or  lead. 
They  receive  thefe  crofles  from  their  God-fa- 
thers at  their  baptifm;  and  they  never  part 
with  them  as  long  as  they  live. 

Their  houfes  are  made  of  wood,  and  con- 
ftruded  in  a  very  particular  manner.  A 
number  of  large  trees  are  ftripped  of  their 
bark;  they  are  not  cut  into  deals,  but  are 
laid dofe  and  horizontally  upon  one  another; 
they  are  fafiened  at  the  end  with  wooden 
pegs ;  .and  thus,  by  fixing  the  end  of  one  tree 
into  another,  they  conftitute  the  walls.  The 
roof  is.fometimes  of  boards,  and  fometimes 
thatched.  I  have  heard,  that  houfes  of  this 
fort  are  frequently  placed  on  wheels,  fo  as  to 
be  moveable  from  one  place  to  another.     The 

Ruffians, 
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RxiiTiatiSy  in  conftruding  their  houfes,  inaktS 
ufe  of  very  few  iafttuments.  The  hatchet  iA 
almoft  the  oi^ly  one  iii  ufe  among  them  ;  it 
ferves  them  even  foJ:  a  faw  i  and  it  is  wonder*^ 
ful  how  ftraight  and  regularly  they  can  cut 
with  it.  They  ittake  ufe  neither  of  the  plane 
nor  of  the  chifel.  I  except  frotti  this  accoiint 
thofc  who  are  profefled  carpenters. 

tn  the  country,  the  Ruflians  getierally  live 
in  fmall  villages  j  the  ground  which  they  are 
to  labotir  for  their  proprietors  is  in  the  neigh-^ 
bourhood ;  and  in  this  cafe^  every  man  is  hiti 
own  taylor,  carpenter,  and  (hoemaker.  In 
every  village  there  are  fuperintendants,  petty 
tyrants  1 

In  fo  far  as  1  can  leatn,  the  Rtiffian  pci* 
fants  have  no  firnames.  Incapable  of  hold« 
ing  any  property^  and  having  nothing  but 
bondage  to  tranfmit  to  their  children,  fuch 
diftinaion  is  ufelefsJ  Thofe  amonf  them 
that  affeft  firnames,  generally  take  the  name 
of  their  proprietor,  additionally  to  thelf 
chriftian  name.  The  moft  comtoon  chriftian 
names  that  I  have  heard  among  them  are, 
Cufma,  Gregory,  Stephen ;  Ivan,  which  they 

tranflat^ 
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tranflat*  John  ;  Vafili,  which  they  tranflate 
William ;  Demetrius,  Alexis,  and  others,  ma- 
nifeftly  d^ived  from  their  neighbours  in  the 
ibuth.  This  eircumftance  will  appear  to  you 
the  more  fufprifing,  that  little  irttercourfe 
fubfifted  between  the  Ruffians  and  the  fubjeda 
of  the  eaftern  empire.  It  is  owing  to  their 
religion.  According  to  the  tenets  of  the 
Greek  church,  every  day  in  the  year  is  facred 
to  fome  particular  faint ;  and  every  child  is 
believed  to  be  under  the  prbtedion  of  the  holy 
perfonage  who  was  homaged  on  his  birth- 
day. Hence,  too,  unlefs  for  fome  very  parti- 
cular reafon,  all  Ruffian  children  are  called  by 
the  names  of  faints ;  aftd,  as  many  of  the 
faints  have  Greek  names,  the  Barbarians  by 
the  Ladago,  or  the  White  Sea,  ar6  called  by 
appellations  familiar,  in  later  times,  in 
Athens  or  Byzantium.  It  fdlows,  of  confe- 
quence,  in  a  country  where  the  wofihip  of 
images  is  pradifed,  that  every  one  has  an 
image  of  the  fainted  perfon  who  proteds  him, 
and  who  is  honoured  accordingly.  This 
image  is  fo  placed  in  the  corner  of  his  room, 
as  to  be  the'witnefs  of  all  his  actions,  and, 
receive  humble  obeifance  as  he  enters 
the  door.     Hence,  in  every  houfe  and  ihop, 

you 
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you  fee  an  eflSgy  of  the  tutelary  fs^int ;  and,  in 
days  of  religious  fplemnity,  a  wax  candle  dr 
two  are  lighted  before  him.  But  though  the 
Ruffians  have  fuch  facred  witneffes  of  their 
condudy  they  foon  become  fo  familiar  with 
them,  as  to  hazard  the  performance  of  any  z& 
whatfoever  before  them;  and  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  but  fome  of  the  fair  fex,  who, 
in  cafes  of  irrefiftible  temptation,  have 
thought  of  veiling  with  an  apron  the  face  of 
the  bluftiing  faint. — In  regard  to  firnamcs  I 
already  mentioned,  that  the  peafants,  in  fo  far, 
as  I  could  learn,  have  no  fuch  appellation.  Jf 
there  are  feveral  of  a  name,  they  are  diftin- 
guifhed  from  each  other  by  taking  the  name 
of  their  father,  compounded  with  the  words, 
which,  in  their  language,  fignify  fon  or 
daughter,  and  fo  denoting  that  particular  re- 
lation. Thus,  Ivan  Petrowits,  fignifies  Ivan 
the  fon  of  Peter  j  and  Anna  Ivanowna,  figni- 
fies Anna  the  daughter  of  Ivan.    Adieu. 
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LET  T  E  R    XXX. 


The  Salutations— ^arre!s — and  Amufements 
of  the  Ruffian  Peqfants. 


"^  "d'e AR  .s^k, 

TH  my  laft,  Igave you  ibme  account  of  the 
-^  jpei;lo,a8,  food,  drefs,  houfes^  and  names  of 
the  Ruldans.  The  circuuarflances  I  (hall  now 
paeptipqi,  concerning .  their  falutations,  quar- 
relSf  'and  atnufements,  may  give  you  a  more 
.particvl^t'  view  of  their  manners  and  national 
c^ara^ifS^er. 

Two  Ruflian  peifants,  meeting  each  other* 
take  off  their  caps,  bow' nioft  profoundly, 
fhake  hands,  wipe  their  beards,  kifs  one  ano- 
ther, and,,  according  to  their  different  ages, 
call  one  another  brother  or  father,  or  by  fome 
appellation  that  exprefles  afFediori.  Both 
men  and  women  in  their  falutations  bow  very 
low.      I  was  much  f!ruck  with  this  circum- 

P  fiance ; 
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fiance ;  and  foon  founds  that^  in  their  obei« 
fance  to  the  great,  and  in  the  worfhip  of  their 
faints,  they  were  early  trained  to  proftration 
and  pliancy  of  body.  Ifldeodl,  ihe/ervile  fub- 
miffion  they  teftify  to  their  fuperiors,  can  only 
be  equalled  by  the  haughty  uiji^e  ikpy  nkfi^ 
with  in  returjB, 

Two  Ruffian  peafants,  if  they  ihould  hap^ 
pen  to  quarrel)  feldom  proceed  to  blpwsj  but 
they  deal  abufe  w:ith  great  profiifion ;  and 
their  abufive  language  cdnfifts  of  the  baf^ft 
aUtdSom,  and  the  meft  (hocking  <Mcenity. 
This  ^an  rcarcely*IS6 exemplified'  in  tlie  mail- 
ners  of  any  other  nation.  If  ever  they  come 
to  blow^,  the  confiiQ:  has  a  moft  ludierous 
appearance^  they  know  lio thing  of  the 
clenched  fift  of  an  Englifhman  j  but  lay 
about  them  moft. uncouthly  with' open  haAda 
and  f xtended  arms. 

I  know  no  circumftance  by  which  the  na- 
tional charadter  of  any  people  may  more 
eafily  be  detedled^  than  their  amufements. 
AAThen  men  divert  themcfelves,  they  are  care- 
lefs^  unguarded^  and  UAreferved :   tben  the 

heart. 
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heart)  and  all  ks  latent  tende{icies»  di%iiifed 
indiiMrtidns,  and  indulged  iiabitt,  wppcm* 
Nor  am  I  acquainted  with  any  circumftaace 
by  ^ich  national  charaftens  ate  ttore  diver- 
fified.  Hie  Romans  were  a  left  refined 
people  than  the  Greeks;  tihdr  amufemofits 
accordingly  were  coarfer  and  more  fanguisoa^y. 
In  like  manner  the  diverfions  of  the  Ffeack 
and  Spaniards  marie  the  difference  of  their  tia*- 
tional  charafter.  The  prfftime  of  the  Spa- 
niardst  without  doors»  is  fierce  and  bloody; 
nor  is  the  Totos,  or  bull- fight,  of  which 
they  are  lb  paffionately  fond,  the  amufement 
of  men  only,  but  has  its  admirers  alfo  among 
the  women.    Hence  Butler  has  faid  of  them» 

That  Sr^mUfti  htrocs,  •with  thdr  Imces, 

Ulul  he  to^ircs  the  noUeft  fpottfe 
That  wi4<MiK$  greateft  her<U  of  cows* 

Chefs^  jiad  the  other  amufements  to  which  a 
Spaniard  has  recourfc  within  doors,  are  cer* 
tainly  very  grave  and  folemn.  How  different 
from  the  gaiety,  fprightlinefs,  good  humourj 
and  feeming  levity  of  a  Frenchman. 

P2  The 
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The  diverfions  of  an  EngUthman  exhibit 
ftrength,  ability,  and  the  love  of  exertion. 
Thofe  of  a  Ruffian  exhibit  floth,  inadivity* 
and  the  love  of  pleafure;  The  Ruffians^  in 
their  amtifcnaents,  are  indeed  extremely  fo- 
cial.  They  aflemble  in  crowds,  flag,  driak, 
fwing  on  fee-faws,  are  drawn  up  and  down 
and  round  about  in  flying  chairs  fixed  upon 
wheels,  fome  with  a  perpendicular,  and-fprae 
with  a  horizontal  motion.  ..■•[.  r 

In  the  winter  fcafon,  they  are  puflied  down 
ice-hills  and  gliflades.  Thofe  ice-hills  ate 
raifed  upon  the  river,,  and  are  conllruded  of 
wooden  frames.  They  are  very  high;  fo 
that  you  afcend  fifty  or  fixty  Heps  on  the  fide 
behind  what  is  properly  called  the  gliffade. 
The  fummit  is  flat,  and  enclofed  with  a  rair> 
in  order  that  thofe  who  indulge  themfdves  in 
this  amufement,  may  have  room  to  ftand  and 
fuffer  no  inconvenience  in  the  defcent.  The 
fide  by  which  they  go  down  is  fo  fteep,  as  to 
be  juft  not  perpendicular.  Upon  this  fnow 
having  been  piled,  and  water  poured,  it  be- 
comes a  precipice  of  the  fmootheft  ice.*\  In 
defcending,  you  fit  upon  a  fmdl  wooden  feat 
made  for  the  purpofe,  and  generally  in  the 

lap 
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lap  of  a  Ruffian,  who  fits  behind  to  diredl 
your  courfe,  having  his  legs  extended  on  each 
fide  of  you.  In  this  pofture  you  are  pufhed 
down  the  hill,  and  Aide  with  fuch  velocity, 
that  for  fome  feconds  you  cannot  breathe ; 
and  after  reaching  the  bottom,  the  impulfe 
you  have  received  carries  you  forward  fome 
hundred  paces.  There  are  commonly  two  of 
thefe  gliflades  erected  almoft,  but  not  quite, 
oppofite  to  each  other;  and  at  fuch  a  diftance, 
as  that  you  are  carried  along  the  ice  from  one 
to  another.  Thus  you  may  go  down  the  one 
hill  and  up  the  other,  alternately,  as  often  as 
you  pleafe. — Skating  is  not  a  common  diver* 
fion,  becaufe  the  ice,  where  it  is  not  fwept,  is 
ufually  covered  with  fnow. — The  Ruffians  are 
alfo  fond  of  dancing ;  yet  their  dancing  does 
not  difplay  fo  much  nimblenefs,  agility,  and 
livelinefs,  as  it  expreffes  the  fame  tainted  ima- 
gination, which  affumes  a  lefs  fedudng  and 
more  boifterous  form  in  their  quarrels  and 
libufe. 

I  believe  I  may  reckon  their  bathing  rather 

an  amufement  than  a  religious  pradicc.      In 

every  village,  efpecially  in  thofe  by  the  fide 

cf  rivers,  where   they  are  generally    built, 

P  3  there 
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tjiere  is  a  fteam*bat^,  cooftrtt^ted  ufuaUy  of 
wood>  to  which  aQ  the  inhabiiaacsy  both  male 
ami  female^  repair  regularly  once  a  week». 
The  place  is  (o  infufferably  hot,  that  a  per*^, 
{on  who  is  not  accuftomed  to  it,  cannot  remaia 
in  it  above  a.  few  minutes.     But  tbofe  to 
whom  it  is  not  unufual,  fit  quietly  for  a  long^ 
time  on  the  heated  bricks,  without  any  co-^ 
vering  whatfoever,  excepting  fome  branchea 
of  birch,   of  which,  however,   they  hardly 
make  any  other  ufe  than  to  fcrub  themfelves. 
After  they  have  fat  in  this  fituation,  till  they, 
have  perfpired  abundantly,  they  run  out,  and 
plunge  headlong  into  the   river.     They  are. 
excellent  fwimmers;  but  inflead  of  fwimming 
like  frogs,  as  we  do,  they  imitate  rather  the 
motion  of  dogs.    I   once  faw  one  of  thoie 
baths   catch  fire;    the  weather  was  dry;    it 
blazed  up  in  a  moment,  and  the  whofe  bevy, 
it  contained,  ran  with  the  utmofl  coniierna- 
tion  into  the  water,  fcreaming  and  plunging, 
and  looking  back  as  if  they  thought  the  flames 
were  purfuing  them. 

You  will  perhaps  imagine,  that  the  prao 
ttce  of  ufing  the  bath,  as  defcribed  above^ 
contributes  to  the  licentioufnefs  of  manneFSt 

fo 
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fo  reniMrkftble  m  tbe  lower  daffes  among  tlie 
RuffianaiBib  Nar  dimbt  it  does ;  but  feme  other 
obctttttftaocet,  fbrmerly  mentioned^  have  tkM> 
&me  tecutency.  The  power  pofleOfed  by  fth- 
paiora  of  compeMing  their  flavea  to  marrf  a» 
^7  (hall  dired^^  if  ever  exerted,  miiift  be 
completely  deflrtiftivie  of  domeftic  happinefir 
and  fidelity^  The  prafdce  fa  comnion  among^ 
the  BoMes,  of  removing  their  flavea  from  ooei 
plate  to  another,  aofcF  of  keeping  them  a  longf 
time  feparated  firom  their  families,  has  alfof 
the  fame  effe£t»  Ypa  will  readily  perodve 
tiist  this  mull  be  very  mudi  the  ca&9  vrhea 
they  are  fent  from  the  country  viUagesy  tt> 
earn  their  wages  ict  Mofeow  and  St.  Peterl^ 
burg. 

You  will  ha^^  reaiarked  too,  in  the  ac*^ 
counte  I  have  given  you,  that  the  lowec 
elaiSrS'  here  are  very  focialr  and  much  addided 
to  merriment.  They  ar^e  even  infantine  in  tfadr^ 
amitfements .  Old,  bearded  boorft  divert  them^ 
feWes  wit4>  foch  paAime  and  gambols^  a&  in^ 
our  grave  country  we  ihould  thi&k  toa  trifling 
lara:child«  The  truth*  i&,  that^  beyond  the 
prefent  moment,  they  have  nothing  either  to 
think  about,  or  care  for  ;  and",  of  confequence, 
P4  they 
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they  are  perfedly  though tleft  and'Carelefs; 
In  the  country  they  live  chiefly  in  villages; 
when  they  come  to  the  great  towns,  manyjof 
them  having  no  houfes  of  their  own,  pafit 
moft  of  their  time,  when  th^y  are  not  em*^ 
ployed  in  labour,  in  their  cabecks*,  wherfe 
they  drink,  talk,  and  fing  till  they  fall  afleepj; 
and  on  holidays  they  aflemble  together,  in 
vapant  places  in  or  near  the  city,  for  tjieir 
cuftomary  e:icercifes  and  amufements.  Thofe^ 
two  circumftances,  therefore,  namely,  their 
focial  difpofitions,  promoted  in  the  manner 
now  mentioned,  and  their  total  want  of  care 
or  concern  about  the  future,  give  them  thb 
appearance  of  having  great  fprightlinefs  and 
good  humour,  and  of  pofleffing  no  incQjifi* 
durable  (hare  of  enjoyment*  Perfons  of  high 
rank,  though  their  fituations  muft  occafion 
fome  variety  in  the  circumftances  that  in- 
fluence their  manners,  are  fubje£fc  to  the  fame 
efFeds,  and  exhibit  a  fimilar  appearance.  If 
you  call  fuch  enjoyment  happinefs,  or  fuch 
focial  difpofitions  virtuous,  yoti  may:  'I  own 
I  cannot  agree  with  you,  'Ruffians  of  all 
yanks  are  moft  ardent  in  their- expreffidiSs'^of 

,  9  Poblic-houfes.    .  . 
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friendfliip;  but  I  fufpe£t  the  conftancy  of 
their  attachments  is  not  equal  to  the  fervency 
of  their  emotions.  They  have  more  fenfibi- 
lity  than  firmnefs ;  they  .poffefs  a  temper  and 
difpofitions,  which,  properly  improved,  and 
with  the  epcouragemepts  held  forth  by  free- 
dom,* might  render  them  a  worthy,  as,  in 
fome  cafes,  they  a^e  an  amiable,  and,  ia 
many,  aii  amufing  people. 

Cdnffftently  with  this  account,  the  Ruf- 
fians^ though  they  have  great  quicknefs.ia 
learning  the  rudiments  of  art  or  knowledge, 
feldom  make  great  proficiency.  They  foon 
arrive  at  a  certain  degree  of  excellence; 
there  they  remain;  they  tire;  become liftlefs ; 
entertain  difguftj  and  advance  no  further. 
In  this  particular,  alfo,  if  they  enjoyed  the 
incitements  afforded  by  a  ittt  government^ 
their  national  charader  might  improve,  and 
they  might  be  rendered  capable  of  more  per- 
feverance.  After  the  wifhcs  of  novelty  ceafe^ 
men  engaged  in  arduous  purfuits,  mud  be 
carried  on  by  a  fteady  regard  to  their  own  in- 
tereft  and  honour.  Where  their  Honour  and 
intereft  are.  not  much  coqcerned,  how  caff 
jhey  perfevere  ?    Adieu. 
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LETTER     XXXI. 

Domejiic  Manners  of  Pcrfons  of  Rani  in 
Ruffia. 


13^EAR  SIR*  St.  Peteribaif,  I77«. 

1  CANNOT  fay  much  for  the  tafte  difplaycd 
by  perfons  of  high  rank  in  Ruffia,  either 
ia  their  drefs,  houfes,  or  retinue.  They  are 
pompoua  and  tawdry*.  The  equipage  of  a 
Rnfiian  noblemaa  delerves  particular  notice. 
The  great  man  lolls  ia  a  clumfy  gilt  coach„ 
drawa  jby  fix  horfea,  fometime^  of  diflFetent 
colours^  and  having  the  tracea  of  hempea 
tfopes  iaiUad  of  leather.  The  coachman  and 
p9ftilionS'  are  oltea.  in  the  coar fe  di efe  c^  the 
pca&nts,  ^ile  tl^ree  or  four  gorgeous  foot- 
aien  are  ftudc  beUttd.  One  or  two^  pett]iF 
ofikers  ride  by^  the  fide,  of  the  ceach^  and 
llicfe  are  uftially  attended  by  a  peaiarit,  who^^ta 
alfo  ooi  horibbaek^;.  and  thus  |mnce»  and  no^ 
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bltemen  are  dragged  to  court.— —They  read 
Inlays  and  Qoyeh>.and  often  fome  French  pht«- 
loibphy.  They  fometimes  write  little  come* 
dies;  and  fometimes  reprcfent  them,  bothia 
the  French  and  Ruflian  languages*  I  was 
lately  prefect  at  the  reprefentation  of  '*  Le 
Philofope  Mari,"  and  **  Annette  and  Lubin^** 
by  fome  noblemen  and  ladies  of  the  higheft 
rarink.  They  per&rmed  in  the  theatre  in 
the  Winter  P^ce,  and  the  Emprcfs  ieemed 
much  amaled  wtidi  the  reprefimtatiom 

I  mentioned  to  you  fonxverlyi  that  the  infcH 
rior  orders  of  men  in  this  country  are  in  a 
ftate  of  abjed  flavery.  Nor  is  it  inconfiflent 
with  this  account  to  fay,  that  many  perfons 
of  high  rank  in  Ruflia  live  on  a  footing  of 
eafy  familiarity  with  fuch  of  their  menials  as 
become  favouritest  and  are  capable  of  amnfing 
them  with  their  humour  and  low  wit.  All 
domeftic  tyraniSi  from  the  day«  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  inctuiivelyy  treat  thofe  ilaves 
who  are  not  fivvourttes-  whh  the  utmoft  ri* 
gour»  and  thoic  who  aret  with  weak  unbe-> 
Coming  indulgence^  Perhaps  in  nor  otbei? 
country  in  Europe  could  you  obtain  a  juftet 
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idea  of  the  parafitical  charadcr,  fo  frequently 
difplayed  by  the  comic  and  fatirical  poets  of 
antiquity.  The  parafites  'here  are  in  general 
Frenchmen,  whofe  lively  loquacity  feems  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  the  amufement  of  thofc 
great  men,  to  whofe  tables  they  have  admif- 
fion. 

At  the  fame  time,  if  the  following  repre-^ 
fentation,  in  one  of  the  fineft  fatires  that  any 
language  can  boaft  of,  be  founded  on  obferva- 
tion,  the  circumftance  now  mentioned  is  not 
{)eculiar  to  the  Ruffian  Princes, 

All  that  at  borne  ns  more  can  beg  or  (leal. 
Or  like  a  gibbet  better  than  a  wheel ; 
HiffM  from  the  ftagc,  or  hooted  from  the  court. 
Their  air, their  drefs,  their  politics  import; 
Obfequious,  artful,  voluble,  and  gay. 
On  BritainVfond  credulity  they  prey.— ^ 
Studious  to  pleafe,  and  re^dy  to  fubmit. 
The  fupple  Gaul  was  born  a  parafite : 
Still  to  his  int'reft  true,  where'er  he  goes, 
Wit,  bravery,  worth,  bis  laviih  tongue  beftows  j 
In  every  face  a  thoufand  graces  (hine, 
_,  .'  From,  every  tongue  flows  harmony  divine. 

The'defcription  is  heightened  in  the  next 
lines  by  a  charaderiftical  and  happy  contraft. 

Thcfc 
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Thefc  arts  in  vain  our  rugged  natives  try. 
Strain  out  with  fault'ring  diffidence  a  lie. 
And  ^ain  a  kick  for  awkward  flattery. 

I  ... 

The  fatirift  then  proceeds  in  a  fuctefsfarv^iii 
of  playful  irony ;  and  concluded  the  pafiage 
with  a  feriousi  and  indignant  addreft. 

Befides,  with  juftice  .this  difcerhing  age. 
Admires  their  wondrous  talents  for  the  fiage^ 
Well  may  they  venture  on  the  mimic's  ar^  . 
Who  play  from  morn  to  night  a  borrow'd  part ; 

'  'Praftis'd  their  matter's  notions  to  embrace. 
Repeat  his  maxims  and  refled  his  face  i  '  : 
With  ev'ry  wild  abfurdity  comply,  w   .   \:  ■  / 

And  view  each  objeft  with  another's  eye;      • 
To  ftiakc  with  laughter,  ere  the  jeft  they  hear. 
To  pour  at  will  the  counterfeited  tear ; 
And  as  their  patron  h/nts  the  cold  or  heat,         "^  *   ' 
To  Ihake  in  dogdays,  in  December  fweat; 
:How,  when  competitors  like  thefe  contend, 
,Can  furly  Virtue  hope  to  fix  a  friend?  ^ .,  ^ 

Slaves  that  with  ferious  impudence  beguile. 
And  lie  without  a  blufh,  without  a  fmile.— 
For  ants  like  thefe,  preferred,  admir'd,  care&'d,         ^ 
They  firft  invade  your  table,  then  your  breaft  ;         ^ 
Explore  your  fecrets  with  infidious  art. 
Watch  the  weak  hour,  and  ranfack all  the  hearts 
Then  foon  your  ill- plac'd  confidence  repay, 

-     Commencie  your  lords,  and*  govern  or  betray. 
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;  Befides  parafites,  many  Ruffians  of  high 
xank  retain  dwarfs  in  their  families,  and  per- 
fons  not  without  ihr^wdnefs,  who  affeft  folly^ 
Itfj4  afD^ufc  th(em  ia  the  chara&er  of  bufiboaa. 
They  ^aUb  selsaia  a  vaft  number  of  other 
flavesy  w^o  are  «mpk^*ed  bjr  them  ia  all  man- 
ner of  neceflarjr  or  whimfical  fcrvices.  The 
Countefs  W— ~-  haft  in  her  family  teveral 
Galmuck  women,  who  arc  taught  to  read 
German  and  Rufs,  who  read  by  her  bed-fide 
till  (he  falls  afleep ;  and  continue  reading  or 
talking,  without  ini^rmiflion,  all  the  thne  fhe 
is  afleep ;  for,  if  fhey  did  not,  the  Countefs 
would  awake  immediately,  not  much,  I  fup- 
pofe,  to  the  fatisfa6tion  of  the  poor  at* 
tendants. 

I  need  fcarcely  tdl  you,  that  the  Ruffians 
are  very  carelefs  in  the  education  of  their 
children.  They  do  not  fend  them  to  public 
fchoo)s;  but  have  them  taught  at  home  imder 
private  tutors*  Thde  tutors  are  generally 
French  or  Germans,  into  whofe  charader 
they  make  but  little  enquiry.  If  their  child- 
ren learn  to  dance;  and  if  they  can  read, 
fpeak,  and  write  French,  and  have  a  little 

geography. 
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gebgraj^y,  ^dxy  defire  no  more.  I  tiave 
iSdca  ioae  cf  tiiofe  udlrudons,  idio  lias,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  lilfe;  appeared  in  tiie  dtferent 
fiiapes  of  a  cdBediao,  TaletHde-ehambre,  amd 
tiair-dreirer.—**— Indeed  E  4o  mot  wonder  at 
the  condttd  of  the  Ruffians  ia  this  *re(ped« 
Why  educate  tficir  children  ?  They  are  to 
live  and  die  in  thraldom  j  lliey  may  he  ^ia 
glory  to-day,  and  tomorrow  ient  ^  Siberia. 
Wlby  &ouid  >^y  train  their  ^spring  ifor  anjr 
Cflcpeflationg  treyond  tlmfe  of  the  prefent  mo* 
mfinit  ?  The  cifiEeoa  of  free  fiidses  idone  aae 
ioexcu&ble,  if  they  'do  no;  improve  thfik 
minds  to  the  utmoft  limi^a  of  their  capacity. 
Why  quicken  the  fenfibiUuieS)  or  eiUarge  <he 
mind  of  a  (lave  i  You  only  teach  hioEi  tx>  hate 
himfelf.  Ify  however,  there  was  any  proba- 
bility, thaty  by  enlightaing  the  minds  of  the 
Ruffians,  they  &ould  not  only  be  enabled  to 
discern  the  al)afement  of  their  condition;  but 
alfo  to  contrive,  and  execute  the  meaos  of 
emancipatbn»  I  fhould  heartily  regret  tfaei|: 
prefent  blindnefs. 

The  military    education    of   the  Ruffian 
youth  is  condu&ed  very  differently^    They 

have 
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bare  an  ac^iiemy  in- tbc  Wafilo(brow>.wherd 

a  very,  coniiderable  liuxnber>  but  iione  under 

twelve  years  old,  are  admitted^     Here  they 

live  together;  and  during  the  fumpier  fleep 

in  an  adjoining  ficfld  under  tents^     They  aife 

formed  into  a  regiment ;   and  each  of  them, 

.qf  what  rank  loever,  whether  Prince»  Count, 

tQr:Boyard>  muft  pafs  through  every  condi- 

.  ttojdy  beginning  with  that  of  a  common  fcddier^ 

and'fubmit  to^very  kind  of  obedience.   They 

perform  their  exercifes  with  great  exa&nefs, 

and  are  inftrudled  in   mathematics.   .  From 

this  feminary  excellent  officers  may  be  ex- 

•pfedted.      Like    the'   Perfianst   defcribed   by 

Xenophon,  they  learn  to  obey  before  they^  af c 

:  called  to  command. 

After  the  account  I  have  givdixydn  of  the 
tafle  and  literary  education  of  the  Ruffians, 
you  will  not  be  furprifed  if  I  tell  you,  that 
their  religious  principles  are  not  very  correfl, 
.nor  in  fome  of  them,  perhaps,  very  deeply 
rooted.  A  prieil  came  to  hear  the  confeffion 
of  a  great  man.  "  Holy  Father,'*,  fays  the 
Count,  **  have  you  a  good  memory.?  V  Yes.'* 
**  Then  you  remtember  what  I  told  you  at  n^r 

"  laflr 
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^<  laft  confeifion*  Since  that  time  I  have  had 
*•  the  fame  temptations  from  without;  the 
•*  fame  weaknefs  from  within ;  and  here  is 
•^the  feme  hiimbpr  of  rubles*" — I  would 
not  fay,  However,  that  the  Princes  of  Ruflia 
are  miicK  inferior,  either  in  religious  or  moral 
improvement^  to  many  great  men,  even  in 
thofe  dates  of  Europe  that  enjoy  the  means 
of  fuperior  knowledge.  If  T  am  hot  much 
miftaken,  there  dre  among  them  a  greater 
number  who ,  z^cQ,  indifference  of  difbelief 
in  religioiis ,  matters^  than  who  really  difbe- 
lieve^  Perhaps,  in  times  of  ficknefs,  dilgrace, 
and  low-fpirits,  they  have  more  faith  in  St^ 
Nicholas,  than  in  Voltairei 

't'he  fair  fex  iii  all  ages  Kave  more  fenfibi-, 
lity,  iefs  of  the  pride  of  reafon,  and  I  had  al- 
mofl  faid,  more  good  fenfe  than  the  men ; 
fend  accordingly  yoii  find  fewer  among  them 
who  atfeft  irreiigioh.  Their  notions  may 
be  erroneous  ;  this  is  owing  to  their  inftruc- 
tors:  but  their  difpofitions  are  pious,  and 
they  owe  this  to  themfelves*  Indeed,  when  I 
fee  Ruffian  Pripceffes,  as  they  fit  down  to  an 
entertainment,  croffing  themfelves,  which 
Q_  they 
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tLey  do  very  gracefully,  in  teftimony  of  re* 
ligious  gratitude,  I  refpeft  both  their  good 
fenfe  and  their  piety.  They  will  excufe  me, 
therefore,  for  telling  the  following  ftory :  I 
do  not  anfwer  for  the  fa£k ;  but  that  fuch 
ftories  are  told,  and  reckoned  not  improbable, 
may  give  you  fome  notion  of  the  religious 

manners  of  the  Ruffians A  lady  of  high 

rank  had  a  child  fuddenly  feized  with  a  vio- 
lent illnefs.     Full  of  anxiety,   fhe  difpatched 
a  meflenger  to  a  neighbouring  prieft,  intreat- 
ing  him  to  fend  a  fdvourite  faint,  who  might 
cfFeduate  the  cure.     But  the  prieft,  being  a 
fenfible  man,  and  unwilling  to  fend  the  hal- 
lowed phyfician,  without  fixing  the  fee,  or 
for  fome  other   reafon,  r,efufed  her  requeft* 
The  lady,  in  mighty  wrath,  h^^ftened  to  the 
Emprefs,  then  fome  miles  out  of  town,  and 
brought  a  formal  complaint  againft  the  prieft-. 
The  Emprefs  ordered  him  forthwith  to  com- 
ply.    Accordingly  the  faint  was  Tent,  but  he 
came  a  bootlefs  errand;  for  a  Scotch  phyfi- 
cian,    little  defirous   that   interlopers  Ihould 
interfere  with    his  trade,   had   reftored   the 
child  to   health,   before  the   arrival    of  hi* 
ghoftlyeolleagme. 

i  write 
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1  write  to  you  in  a  very  defukory  manner ; 
and  I  am  afraid  I  may  fometlmes  be  guilty 
of  repetition.  The  truth  is,  I  have  not  a 
great  deal  of  leifure,  and  you  have  a  great 
deal  of  indulgence*     Adieu. 
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Adminiflration  of  Jujiice  in  RuJJia* 


DEAR   SIR, 

AGREEABLY  to  your  defife,  and  to  gra- 
tify my  own  curiofity,  I  have  made 
every  enquiry  I  could  concerning  the  manner 
of  adminiftring  juftice  in  Ruffia.  I  am  forry, 
however,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you 
fuch  fatisfadlory  information  on  this  fubjeiS 
as  I  wiflied  to  have  done*  Nor  can  I  offer 
you  any  other  account  of  the  courts  of  juftice, 
the  method  of  conduding  a  law-fuit,  or  the 
punifliment  of  crimes^  than  the  following. 

The  Judge  of  loweft  rank  in  this  empire  is 
the  Staroft ;  and  from  him,  in  the  fir  ft  in. 
fiance^  perfons  in  the  provinces  who  have 
fuffered  injury  may  feek  redrefs.  From  his 
decifion  there  lies  an  appeal  to  the  Governor- 
of  ;he  province^  and  from  him  to  the  College 
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of  Juftice  in  the  capital.  For  the  whole  empirjc 
is  divided  into  a  certain  number  of  govern- 
ments ;  to  each  of  thefe  a  particular  college  of 
juftice  is  appropriated  in  St.  Peterfburg  ;  and 
to  thofe  colleges  caufes  may  be  appealed. 
From  them  too  there  lies  an  appeai  to  the 
Senate.  Nor  are  the  decifions  df  that  court, 
though  of  a  name  fo  venerable,  and  though 
faid  to  have  both  a  legiflaiive  and  judicative 
authority,  confiderdd  as'  ultimate ;  for,  as  the 
Sovereign  is  regarded  as  the  fourcie  of  law  and 
juftice,  there  may  be  an  appeal  to  the  Throne, 
even  from  the  decrees  of  the  Senate.  The  So- 
vereign} however,  not  having  leifure  for  attend- 
ing to  a  multitude  of  private  law-.fuits,  dele- 
gates this  department  to  Commiffioners ;  and 
their  decifions,  or  Ucafes,  according  to  the  term 
vfually  given  theip,  are  accounted  6nal\  All 
the  judges  are  named  by  the  Sovereign,  and 
hold  their  places  only  during  her  pleafpre.— 
In  general,  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  has 
been  reprefented  to  me  as  very  tedious,  and 
liable  to  corruption.  I  have  heard,  iijdeed, 
that  the  Emprefs  intends  to  alter  the  pref^nt 
fyftem ;  and  if  fo,  it  will  cert^iflly  jreceive 
ipiprovement.  In  truth,  the  Courts  of 
Juftice  now  mentioaed,  bear  a  greater  refem- 
QL  3  blancff 
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blance  to  a  Court  of  Chancery  *  than  to  aijy 
thing  elfe.  Thedecifionsof  the  judges  are  new 
ther  founded  on  general  principles  of  equity^ 
nor  on  eftabliflied  laws.  They  are  founded 
chiefly  on  precedents  and  former  dccifions* 
This,  as  you  will  eafily  conceive,  renders,  the 
ifTue  of  a  law-fuit  very  doubtful ;  and,  in- 
deed, it  frequently  happens,  that  precedents 
and  former  Ucafes  may  be  perfe(fily  applica-* 
ble  to  the  fame  caufe  i  and  yet  in  dired  op- 
pofition  to  one  another.  In  cafes  the  moil 
Jimilar  that  can  be  thought  of,  cotitradi^^ory 
decrees  of  different  fovereigns,  and  (bmetimes 
even  of  the  fame  fovereign,  may  be  appealed 
to.  Thus  it  is  obvious,  that,  oq  the  prefenl 
footing,  every  thing  depends  on  the  will  of 
the  Judge, 

Thofe  perfons  who  correfpond  to  counfel 
or  advocates  in  Britain,  are  very  little  re-^ 
fpe^ed  in  Ruffia.  They  receive  no  re- 
gular education  in  the  ftudy  of  law.  And 
how  ftiould  they,  when  there  is  none  to 
ftudy  ?  They  are-ufually  fuch  perfpnsas  maj 
have  b^en  Judges*  fervant^,  or  have  had  other 
ppportunities  of  learning  the  forms  of  courts, 

.        *  Bhckflone^ 
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aad  of  l>eing  acquainted  vvith  precedents 
or  Ucafes.  DcKterity  in  the  knowledge  and 
application  of  thefe  conftitutes  their  higheft 
xqerit.  They  never  plead;  but  give  their 
advice  in  the  condud:  of  a  law-fuit;  write  the 
neceffary  papers  ;  and  either  in  public  or  pri- 
vate lay  the  fads  before  the  judges.  This 
Iaft>  indeed,  may  be  confidered  as  a  fpecies  of 
pleading,  fiBce  they  may  reprefent  fads  in 
fuch  colours,  as  to  influence  both  judgment 
and  inclination.  I  have  heard  it  furmifed, 
however,  by  perfons,  I  confefs,  of  acrimony, 
but  not  without  knowledge,  and  even  expe- 
rience, that  the  beft  fervice  they  ufually  ren- 
der their  clients,  is  to  inform  them  by  what 
means  they  may  have  eafieft  accefs  to  the 
good-will  of  the  Judges.  The  moft  eminent 
counfel  who  pradifcs  here  at  prefent,  hkd 
been  a  (hop-keeper,  and  had  involved  himfelf 
in  fo  many  lavv-Cuits  as  to  become  bankrupt. 
But  though  he  loft  his  fortune,  he  gained 
knowledge ;  and  the  fame  argumentative  dif- 
pofition  that  had  ruined  him  as  a  merchant, 
advanced  him  at  the  bar. 

Befides  the  courts  above-mentioned,  a  gene-- 

ral  Court  of  Police  is  eftablifhed  in  Ruflia,  of 

Q^  4  which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


232  ANECDOTES   OF  THE, 

which  the  principal  department  remains  at 
St.  Pctcilburg.  The  chief  objeds  of  the 
Mafter  of  Pblice  are,  to  keep  order  in  the . 
city;  to  profecute  for  robbery  and  murder; 
to  guard  agaipft  fire6 ;  to  keep  the  ftreets 
clean ;  to  prevent  or  difperfe  riots  ;  to  fuper-r 
intend  the  Iflivofhick«,  who  hire  fledges  or 
carioles  in  the  ftreets ;  and  to  keep  an  exaft 
account  of  the  inhabitants.  At  one  time  a 
caufe  might  be  carried  by  appeal  from  this 
court  to  the  Senate ;  at  other  times,  its  deci- 
fions  were  determined  to  be  final.  All  thefe 
changes  and  varietieiB  depend  on  the  will  of 
the  Sovereign.  ' 

You  queftipncd  me  in  particular  about  the 
pjinifhment  of  crimes  in  Ruflia,  and  feemed 
tQ  appjaud  the  plan  purfued  by  the  late,  and 
continued  by  the  prefent,  Emprefs,  of  fubfti- 
tuting  flavery*  hard  labonr^  and  corporal 
puniftiment,  in  place  of  death.  The  aboli^ 
tion,  or  fufpcnfion  of  capital  punifliments,  is 
jiijdeed  a  very  plaufible  topic ;  it  may  foothe 
pur  fentiments  of  humanity,  it  may  pleafe  ih  , 
thepry;  but  in  pradice  it  appears  very  inade- 
qij^te.  Robberies  here  are  frequent  and  bar- 
bprojus,  an^  ppnftantly  attended  with  murder^. 

Criminalsi 
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Criminals,  I  have  heard,  are  profecuted  ^are- 
lefly  J  and  thofe  who  ar?  puniflied  with  ri-s 
gour,  are  treated  with  inhumanity.  They 
fufFer  the  knout ;  that  is,  they  fuffer  dreadful 
fcourging  and  diflocation ;  and  though  they 
are  not  formally  put  to  death,  many  of  them 
die  of  the  cruel  wounds  they  receive.  I  faw 
a  crowd  lately  affembled  in  an  open  fpace  ia 
the  city  j  I  drew  near ;  a  fcourge  rofe  at  inr 
tervals  above  the  heads  of  the  people;  at  in- 
tervals were  heard  the  repeated  ftrokes  j  '  and 
every  ftroke  was  followed  by  the  low  fup- 
pefled  groan  of  extenuated  anguifh.  Aftet 
the  appointed  number  of  lalhes  were  given  ia 
that  place,  the  poor  criminal  had  a  piece  of 
the  coarfeft  canvafs  thrown  over  his  naked  and 
wounded  body  j  and  he  was  thus  led  to  ano- 
ther quarter  of  the  city,  to  have  his  torments 
not  only  renewed,  but  dreadfully  encreafed  by 
idiflocation. 

Thofe  who  furvive  fuch  punlfliments  arc 
very  feldom  reformed  j  the  difgrace  and  in- 
famy they  fufFer,  take  away  all  refpeft  for 
themfelves,  and  regard  for  the  opinion  of 
others.  On  Jhis  fubjedt  I  agree  entirely  with 
your  favourite  Greek  Tragedian. 
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•*  -  Xpnv  ,St  fufiuf  siv»i  rvivfs  roi^  Trart  Sumf 

Kruveiy.  to  yx^  vaciis^yov  sx  »^  vv  'tto^v. 


Were  all  like  thee  to  perilh 


Who  violate  the  laws,  'twould  leflien  much 
The  guilt  of  mortals,  and  reform  mankind  ♦*'• 

At  any  rate,  the  fubjeds  at  leaft  of  a  free 
ftate,  ought  to  be  much  on  their  guard  how 
they  fufFer  any  fuch  punifhment  to  be  fubfti- 
tuted  in  place  of  capital  punifhment,  as  may 
reconcile  the  imaginations  of  the  people  to 
the  poffibility  of  their  being  happy,  or  of 
their  enduring  life  in  chains  and  bondage. 
They  ought  always  to  believe,  nor  iii  adopt- 
ing fuch  a  creed,  would  they  fufFer  any  delu- 
fion,  that  flavcry  is  a  more  miferable  condi- 
tion than  death.  I  have  felt  lefs  horror  in 
feeing  malefadlors  hanging  in  jgibbets  on 
Bagftiot  or  Hounflow- heath,  than  in  feeing 
men,  beings  of  my  own  fpecies,  endowed  with 

*  The  elegant  tranflaior  of  Sophocles  docs  not  appear  to  me 
to  have  trarHated  this  (Iriking  pafTage  with  his  ufua]  fpirit. 
Pcrhap«  the  Latin  viirfion  may  convey  more  ftrongly  the  Poei^i 
nieanin^« 

*'  Deceret  autem  omnes  illico  has  pcsnas  dare 
Quicunque  contra  feges  quidvis  agere  lladet 
Uc  necaietur.    Sic  fcelera  minus  crebra  forent.** 

rcafon 
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reafon  and  a  fenfe  of  juftice,  doomed  to  hard 
labour  all  the  days  of  their  liveSf  bent  down 
with  oppreflioD,  having  their  faces  infcribed 
with  mifety»  and  their  limbs  rattling  with 
chains.  Crimes  are  not  to  be  punifhed  by 
the  fevereft  pains  we  are  capable  of  inflidling: 
and  I  hope  the  natives  of  Britain  will  confider 
chains  and  bondage,  in  the  face  of  the  public^ 
as  a  punifhment  no  lefs  barbarous  to  the 
mind,  than  torture  to  the  body.  In  another 
view,  the  effects  of  fuch  punifhments  on  the 
minds  of  a  free  people  muft  be  pernicious ; 
and  I  (hould  be  afraid  left  their  enduring 
them  for  any  length  of  time,  were  a  fatal 
fymptom  that  their  zeal  for  liberty  was  wax- 
ing cold.  There  is  much  thought  and  pene- 
tration in  the  following  fentiment,  afcribed 
by  Tacitus  to  Galgacus,  in  his  celebrated 
fpeech  before  his  battle  with  Agricola :— — 
•*  Priores  pugnae,  quibus  adverfus  Romanot 
*'  varia  fortuna  certatum  eft,  fpem  ac  fubfi- 
•*  dium  in  noftris  manibus  habebant ;  quia 
**  nobiliffimi  totius  Britaijniae,  eoquein  ipfis 
♦•  penetralibus  fiti,  nee  ferventium  littora 
•*  afpicientes,  oculos  quoque  a  contaSiu  domina^ 

♦*  tionis  inviolatis  habebamus.^ "  All  the 

^}  fhe  battles,  which  hare  yet  been  fought 

•*  with 
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'*  With  various  fuccefs  againft  the  Romans, 
"  had  their  refources  of  hope  and  aid  in  our 
**  hands;  for  we,  the  nobleft  inhabitants  of 
^*  ^rkain,  and  therefore  ftationed  in  its 
'"  (Jeejpeft  recefles,  far  from  the  view  of  fervile 
**  (hores,  hav£  prefcrved  even  our  eyes  un- 
"  polluted  by  thecoma^  of  fubjedtion*/' 


Little  provifion  is  made  in  this  country  for 
prifoaers;  and  a  poor  wretch,  without  friends 
or  money,  confined  in  a  Ruffian  jail,  runs 
fome  hazard  of  ftarving.  I  have  fometimes 
vifited  thofe  manfions  of  mifery :  and  if  fa- 
inine,  chainsi  najcednefs^  and  filth,  are  (hock* 
ing,  the  fccpcs  I  bphelcl  were  fhocking. 

On  reading  over  what  I  havp  written,  it 
feems  to  me  that  I  might  have  given  you  ^ 
more  complete  account  of  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice  in  Ruffia,  by  telling  you  what  they 
have  not,  inftead  of  what  they  have.  Suffice 
it  to  fay  then,  that  they  have  no  trials  by 
jury,  and  no  Habeas  Corpus  AGt.  A  perfon 
accufed  of  crimes  may  be  kept  in  prifon  for 
ever ;  or  if  he  is  brought  to  a  trial,  he  is  not 
tried  by  his  Peers.     In  other  refpedis,  caufes 

•  Aiikin. 
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need  not  be  numerous  and  complex:.  Thd 
peafants  who  are  thcmfclves  flaves,  wiltpfro- 
bably  have  no  law-fuits.  The  nobility,  mer- 
chants, and  foreigners  alone  can  have  any 
employment  for  courts  of  juftice.     Adieu. 

P.  S.  If  the  Emprefs  fliould  really  en- 
gage, as  I  believe  (he  intends  at  prefent,  in  the 
laborious  work  of  amending  the  method  of 
adminiftring  juftice  in  Ruflia,  feveral  paf- 
fages  in  her  inftrudions  to  the  commifHoners 
appointed  to  frame  a  new  code  of  laws,  and 
the  fqllowing,  in  particular,  promife  not  only 
changes,  biit  confidcrable  improvements  t 

'^  No  man  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as 
"  guilty,  before  he  has  received  his  judicial 
«*  fentence;  nor  can  the  laws  deprive  him  of 
**  their  protections  before  it  is  proved  that  he 
**  has.  forfeited  all  right  to  it.  What  right^ 
•*  therefore,  can  power  give  to  any  to  inflidt 
^*  punifliment  upon  a  citizen,  at  a  time  when 
*•  it  is  yet  dubious  whether  he  is  innocent  or 
«'  guilty  ?  Whether  the  crime  be  known  or 
**  unknown,  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  gain  a 
•*  thorough  knowledge  of  the  affair,  by  duly 
••  weighing  all  the;  circumftances.  If  the 
4  "  crime 
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••  be  known,  tbccriminal  ought  nottQ  ftifFef 
«^  any  punifliment  but  what  the  law  ordains } 
•*  confequently  the  rack  is  quite  unneceffary- 
■*  If  the  crime  be  not  known*  the  rack  ought 
♦*  not  to  be  applied  to  the  party  accufed  ;  iot 
'<  this  reafon,  that  the  innocent  ought  not  to  be 
**  tortured  ;  and,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  every 
*'  perfon  is  innocent  whofe  crime  is  not  yet 
"  proved.  It  is  undoubtedly  extremely  ne* 
"  ceflary,  that  no  crime,  after  it  has  been 
•'  proved,  fliould  remain  unpuni(hed.  The 
"  party  accufed  on  the  rack,  whilft  in  the 
•'  agonies  of  torture,  is  not  matter  enough  of 
••  himfelf  to  be  able  to  declare  the  truth,  &c/' 
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LETTER    XXXIIL 

Refle&ior.s  on  the  Effcfls  of  Befpotifm. 


D  E  A  R   S I R,  St.  Pcteifburg,  Oa.  iH,  1770. 

YOU  fay  I   will   have  much  pleafure  in 
contemplating  the  manners  and  political 
conftitution  of  a  people  fo  different  from  the 
natives  of  Britain.     I  cannot  altogether  agree 
with  you.     No  doubt  there  is  fome  pleafure 
ia  what  Lucretius  fays, — **  fuave  tnari  mag^^ 
,  noj  &c.''     There  is  fome  fatisfadion  in  recol- 
lediing>  that  v;hile  other  nations  groan  under 
the  yoke  of  hondage,  the  natives  of  our  happy 
iflands  enjoy  more  real  freedom  than  any  na- 
tion that  does   now,  or  ever  did,  exift.     Ia 
other  refpeds,  it  is  no  very  pleafing  exercife 
to  witnefs  the  depreffion  and  fufferings  of  the 
human  race  ;  to  contemplate  the  miferies  an4 
manners  of  flaves  !    Poor  abjed  flaves !  who 
are  not  allowed  the  rights  of  men— hardly 
thofe  of  irrational  creatures !  who  muft  toil, 
9  undergo 
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piidergo  hardfliips,  and  fuffcr  the  moft  gfiev-^ 
ous  fuffering,   to  gratify  the^defires,  or  hu-" 
mour  the  caprice  of  fome  oppreffiv6  mafter  J 
Judge  of  their  condition. — ^From  the  hour  of 
their  birth  they  arc  in  the  power  off  a  rapa- 
^ous  chief,  who  may  fell,  fcourge,  or  employ 
Ihefti  in  any  labour  he  pleafe^.      They  have 
ISO  property— no  home— nothing  that  their 
j^roud  fupcrior  may  not  feize,   and   claim  as 
his  owii.     Irhe  horfe  and  the  bull  may  cKufe 
ilieir  loves,  'according  to  their  own  inclin'a-' 
tion  ;  a  privilege  not  allowed  to  the  Ruffians; 
*rhey  no  fbofa^f  arrivd  2it  the  age  of  puberty? 
than  thfey  ate  oftfen  compelled  to  marry  what- 
foever  feihale  their  proprietoi-  chiifes,  in  order, 
by  a  continued  progeny  of  flaves,  to  preferve 
or  augnient  his   revenue.    In  fuch  families, 
tio  conjiigil  happinefs,-^no  paternal  or  filial 
ilfFedion  tin  eVer  exift.     Where  the  hufband 
and  Wife  Hate  each  other,  or  are  indifFerenti 
<here  cah  be  little  fidelity ;  the  hufband  takeS* 
little  Care  6f  the  child  ;  the  mother  is  hot  al- 
ways affectionate ;  the  poor  guiltlefs  infant  li 
thus  negle£ted ;  Nature  defeats  the  purpofei 
of  avarice,  and  a  great  proportion  of  theiif 
children  die  iri  their  nonage-      Thofe  that 

fUrVivd 
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furvive  become  Iittl6  better  than  favage*     Ift 
their  eatly  years,  ho  tender  affedioft  fofteiied 
br  humanized  their  hearts ;  none  ta<!r  gtoHr  up 
in  an  aftftr  period ;  they  receive  no  prejudicea 
c*  opinions  fai^ourable  to  cdankind  ;  and  they 
enter  into  life  a«  into  a  den  of  tyger*.     The 
guile,  the  b:>fenefe^  and  rugged  ferc^fty^  at- 
tributed   to    flavesy   aind   rfwtn   over^hdmed 
with  oppreffion,   Afd  chiefly  owing  ttf  tlieir 
opjpfreflbrs.     Expofed  to  the  avarice  and  pride 
of  foftie  haughty  fuperiot,  who  is  hi«f«tf  a 
Have,  and  who  has  not  in  hisbrdsrfl  oiW  Un^^ 
ment  of  h»inaflity<  th-ey  have  ti6  bthet  de- 
fence againft  oppreffioti  but  (deceit ;  an^  feel 
iio  other  citaotion  from  the  treatme^it  they  re- 
ceive, but  hatred  and  deep*  reven^gA     It  i* 
thus,  in  acc<iftoiniwg  t^he  trt<Hid^t<i  Vfcitttorf  ha- 
bits, mor*  thatl  in  met^dy  dlf  j^ivlng  us  of  our 
property,  aiid  the   (ecurity  of  our  peribns^ 
that  d'efpotifm  is  tli^  bane  of  fodiety.    TBTofe 
poor  unharppy  txiet^  \«^fao  are  bmi^c  sindf  fbldf^ 
who  areiKfiatdft,  teatfcd  HiWi  ifetcei^^,  artd  va- 
lued no  higher  thati  a  dog^  treated  with^  una« 
bating  rigour,  become-  inhiunmxi^   iafoltetl 
with  unremitting   cdnteMfXy  beeofxltf  ^i(c* 
and  for  ever  atfhtiti  of  Aif>aci0uf  i^jtilf idte;  they 
grow  deceitful. 
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— ^  <«  Chiird  by  unkindly  blights, 
•'  TKeir  opening  virtues  languifli  and  decay. 
.  **.  Their  features  lofe  the  liberal  air  of  truth 
*^  And  open  candour.     Dark  fufpicion  clouds 
•*  Their  Ipw'rjng  vifagc ;  and  deceit  perverts 
**  Their  fault'ring  fpeech.     When  pride  and  avariccf 

v^rarp 
cc  Yh*  oppreflpr's  heart ;  bar  his  relentlefs  ear 
*'  Againfl:  the  prayer  of  pity  ^  and  eraze 
*'  The  fenfe  of  merit  from  hjs  dark'ned  foul : 
**  What  Ihield  can  weakncfs  to  his  rav'nous  grafp 
*'  Oppofe,  but  daftard  guile?  Can  thofe  who  groan 
**  Beneath  th*  inhuman  tafk,  whofc  rueful  pangs, 
**  tlnpitied,  unreliev*d,  breed  lafting  hate, 
"  And  thirft  of  vengeance  in  the  foul  indulge 
*'  Tender  emotions,  and  the  glowing  heart? 
"  O  yc  !  who  roll  the  eye  of  fierce  difdain, 
*'  Inipute  hot  to  the  trembling,  tortur'd  flave, 
•«  Condemned  by  partial  fbrttine  to  endure 
"  The  ftripes  of  av^rice^  and  the  fcorn  of  prid^y 
*'  Iiiipute  not  guile,  or  an  uftfeeling  breaft. 
<*  Ye  teach  him  feelings  !  your  infatiate  rage 
*<  His  hate  exafperates,  and  inflames  his  heart 
•*  With  .rancour  and  unufual  wrath.     *Twas  thus 
^*  Th'  Iberian  humani%^d  tht  guiltlefs  tribes 
*'  Who  roam'd  Peruvian  forefts,  and  the  banks 
'«  Of  Orellane,  what  time,  convulsed  and  torii 
"  With  agony,  the  tortur'd  fires  bequeathed- 
«  Refentment  to  th^ir  fons  !  'Twas  then  their  hearts 
5*  Throbb'd  v^ith  new  horror;  with  unwonted  ire 
«  The  wild  eye  reddcn'd,  and  the  virtues  fled  ! 
<«  The  gentle:  virtues  !  In  their  ftcadafofe 
*«  Difmay,  the  counfellor  of  daftard  dccdsf 

**  Revenge 
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**  Revenge  and  ruthlefs  hatred.     Then  were  heard 
*'  Wailing  and  weeping ;  howl'd  the  defart  caves  ; 
**  And  Nature  from  the  roaring  torrent  figh*d." — — 

**  Facit  indignatio  verfum/^  Thofe  lines 
were  fuggefted  by  the  fcenes  of  oppreffion  I 
too  often  behold.  I  have  introduced  them 
into  a  {hort  poem  lately  publifhed  in  Britain ; 
and  intended,  in  fo  far  as  my  voice  could  be 
heard,  to  intereft  my  countrymen  in  behalf  of 
the  Corficans.  I  fufped:,  however,  that  at 
prefent,  not  many  of  my  countrymen  feel 
themfelves  much  concerned  in  fuch  a  caufe. 
«  4^  ♦  ^  ^  ^ 


Ra 
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LETTER     XXXIV. 

DEAR   SIR, 

TN  fo^r  as  my  own  abfcrtiitfon  rcachct, 
^  every  tbipg  I  fee,aoderery  thing  I  hear  from 
fuch  authority  a^  I  can  truft^  confirms  me  in 
the  opinion  1  formerly  expreffed  to  yon  con- 
cerning the  national  charader  of  the  Ruffiam. 
They  have  certainly  more  fenfibility  than 
firmncfs.  They  have  lively  feedings ;  but 
having  feldom  employed  their  reafon  in  form- 
ing general  rules  of  condu£t  for  the  com-« 
merce  of  life,  their  actions,  as  flowing  from 
variable  and  ihifcing  emotions,  are  defultory^ 
and  even  inconfiftent. 

I  have  heard,  for  inftance,  that,  in  confi* 
dential  converfation,  they  fometimes  indulge 
themfelves  in  fevere  or  indigntint  expreffions 
againfl  the  prefent  adminiftration  of  public 
Affairs. — *^  That  they  (hould  always  be  %Qh 
**  verned  by  women,  or  foreigners,  or  by  fa- 
*<  reigners  exalted  they  not  how,  or  by  pcjf- 

"  fona 
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**  fons  of  no  original  leminetfce,  to'en  of  yef- 
♦^  terrfay,  and  whd  hiave  krifeh  to  dignity  bjr 
♦*  their  guilt  of  teife  Compliantes/^-^are,  oii 
inch  occalione,  ite  lifijal  topics  of  their  dift 
totitent.     Tfcey  work  thetafelves  info  wTiat 
they  conceive  virtuotrs   indignation,   or  pa- 
triotic refeftttti'ent.  Thfey  leven  talk  of  changes 
?tftd  riBvolutioD«:    ^^  Things/'  they  will  fay^ 
**  that  have  liapt)ened    once,  may  hapi)ed 
^«  Sgaih}^'  and  thus  thfe  fertbnt  of  their  emo- 
tion^ ;  exhau'fted    in  the    expretiioh,    abates. 
Other  feelings  arife,  and  fbggfeft  other  con- 
vialoiis.*— *^  'fhe  ptcfent  adminirtration  has 
^*  b*eii  fuccefeful ;  laurels  have  been  obtain- 
^*  ed;    piiblic  mcafures  are  conduced  wita 
^*  fpirit  and  tvifdom ;    they  themfelves  enjoy 
^^  fecurity ;  not  only  fo,  J)ethaps  they  enjoy 
^*  fortune  and  honours  j    how  wrong  theii 
**  would  it  be  in  them  to  *ri{h  for  change ; 
•*  Ikw  utig<*ateftil !    hoW  guilty !    even  of 
^*  tteafon !   they  dcfetve  puiiiflimtent  J    per- 
•^  haps  it  may  come  upon  them  !    their  affo- 
*'  ciatcs  may  think  as  they  do !  may  fe?l  in-^ 
"  dignation !    or  fear  for  themfelves !    the 
"  danger  is  urgent,  and  muft  be  prcventdd/' 
Hurried  by  this  new  fet  of  feelings,  they  re^ 
p?qt^  cpnfpfs,  and,  from  the  deep  fenfe  they 
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have  of  their  trefpafs,  betray  their   friends. 
On  accounjt  of  this  extreme  fenfibility,  unfub- 
dued  or  ungoverned  by  reafon»  it  is  fcarcely 
probable    that  the  Ruffians  themfelves,  how 
jnuch  foever  they  may   occafionally  exprefs 
refentment,  indignation,  or  love  of  liberty,  as 
I  have  heard  fome  of  them  do  with  more  vio- 
lence than. any  liberty- boy  of  Brentford,  un- 
lefs  fome  dextrous,  infmuating,  and  fteady  fo- 
reigner take  advantage  of   their  temporary 
tranfports,  fhall  ever  accomplifh  any  great  re- 
Volution.     The  chief  rulers  have  penetration 
enough  to  difcern  this  defeat,  of  character; 
and  though  they  may  be  often  informed  of 
treafonable    fpeeches,   they  are  neverthelefs 
very  much  at  their  eafe. .  At  the  fame  time, 
this    feature,    in   the    national  cbarader   of 
the  Ruffians,  fhews  how  ncceffary  it  is  for 
their  Sovereigns,  without  incurring  the  blame 
of  improper  fufpici an,  to  be  watchful  over  their 
proceedings,  and  well  acquainted  with  their 
fecret  defigns  *. 

I  really  believe,  that  the  inconftancy,  the 
deviations  from  truth,  and  even  perfidy,  with 
which  th§   Ruffians  are  fometimes  charged, 

•  gee  Letter  XVII, 

arc 
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are  not  fo  much  the  efFeds  of  delerminecf 
vice,  as  of  irregular  feeling.     They  may  ap- 
pear wicked,  not  becaufe  they  ad  from  per- 
verted principles,  but. becaufe  jhey  have  no, 
permanent  principles.     They  never  could  fay 
to    themfelves,    ••  Video  meliord  proboque^  de^ 
**  teriord  fequdr^^    becaijfe  ^whatfoever  they 
do,  or  even  perpetrate,  they  think  they  are 
ading  aright ;  and  as  they  fijldom  look  back 
oh  the  paft,  or  anticipate  the  future,  they  de- 
rive little  advantage   in  the  ciiltur?  of .  their 
moral  principles  from  experience.     They  are 
bearded  children ;    the  creaturics  of  the  pre- 
fent  hdur ;    they  will  exp.refs  the  ipoft  ^rdent 
afFe<9:ion  in  jthe  moft  ardent  language ;  they 
will  exprefs  the  moft  furious  rage  in  the  moft 
TfindidiV^  terms/    But  as  you  need  not  lay 
great  ftrefs  on  tbe  advantages  to  be  reaped 
from   their  friendftiip,  fo  you  need    not  be 
greatly  afraid  of  their   inveterate  or   latent 
efemity.     In  moments  of  extreme  good  hu-' 
rixour,  a  Ruffian  will  make  ample  prornifes ; ' 
he  is  quite  fincere ;  his  feefings  ^t' tbe  time 
intereft  him  in  your  favour  ;    but  thofe  feel- 
ings   fubfide;     other    interefts    engag6    his* 
hieart;  he' never  meant  to  deceive  you;  but^ 
hi^  promifes  are  not  fulfilled.     Jf  you  feem 
•     *'  R4  anxious 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^4?        4N|9POTlg  qf  THp 

^qxiqug  ^^ut  ftny  UQ^  aod  if  thf  m^{ter  if 
not  cxaaly  jif  yoy  wiih  it  ^  he.  ypqr  Rqfn 
iian  frieDd  epter§  wafmlv  ^ntQ  yoqr  wjfhes  j^ 
he  would  n9t  add  to  your  ^n$iety«  but  he 
^Qoyr-f  that  the  faf^  is  ^^t,  ez^CtXj  a«  ycH|r 
copc^ive  J  hp  f^Cf  i^  \{,  bqwevpr,  ipipp  ciirr 
CHipilanq^?  cqrrefpopding  .  to  ywr  deCuei 
tl^eft  |ie^«lP*^Si  b?  »» Ipth  to  leVl  you  a  h^rfl*. 
trutt) ;  iind.if  l)e  does  nqt  \el\  ypu  a  pleafmg 
fi^ipn,  he  at  lea^  |yll^  ypyr  difquictudj^^^ 
lligid  virtue  may  call  this  double-dealing; 
tut  the  Ruffian  jieithpr  intends  deceit,  inoif 
think?  his  condu.0  dccgitfuK  In  l^lire  vnw^ 
^er  you  inaj  fpiBetiTO?s  fep  petfood  .qf  \^^ 
ii^eft  r?\nif,  ?Yen  fee.fot<f  ftrangew,  .epgagp 
in  violent  difpvtWi  paT^wuUrly  if  they  ^rf 
playing  a|  card^  o,r  bjlUards ;  and  tffan  obq 
j^notber  ^.t  leaft  With  inxpetuofity.  Their 
p^n  latiguage,  thpiigh  ^^ley  n^ay  l»^  be«q 
fpeakUig  Ip^rench  or  Gecroan  beforet  becpme«> 
pn  thefepccafiops^  theycbiclc  of  their  prayfDa 
amd  >«iflie6i  and  its.  habit^  of  phrafcplcgy 
if eni  better  fuited,  than:  ihpfc  of  the  weft«r^ 
langwafcs,  for  fgcb,  pm  And  ^'SpW^  *»<*»-! 
(QUf fe.  In.  a  few  minutes  after,  tbqy  arc  a% 
falj^  ajB.  if  npthiog^^^ad  happened*,  aiul  fcefl% 
^  i(^fe,9iv^  ^ptVef^tbe  qaore  fo;^  ^tcap« 
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fient  ebullition^     Perfons  of  fuch  irregular 
fefifibilitjr.arc  occ^fwasMy  rcxy  brave, or  very, 
daftardly;  and  {o  are  the  RufTiane.     Some- 
times the  flightcft  danger  appalls  therti ;  An4  . 
fometimes  you  would  imagine  that  i^ey  werft  ** 
incapable  of  fear,  or  had  no  fcofe  of  danger. " 
This  tendency  is  correded  in  their  army  By^ 
the  ftrijiaeft  difcipliqe.     It  is  pcriSedlly  con*  ' 
fiftent  with  this  account,   that  flight  enjoy-  ^^ 
mcnta  fliould  raife   them  to  the  fumipit  of' 
happinefs;  and  that  flight  lofTes*   or  difap* 
ppintments,   fhould  caft  them  down  in  dc'^ 
Ipair.      Accordingly,    their   happinefa    dif- 
plays  iifelf  ia  appearances  of  infantine  le- 
vity;   and  their  defpondency  often    termit 
nates  in   firicide*    The   immediate   view  of 
puni(hment,  or  the    profped  of  evil   firik«- 
ing    tBeir   fenfes,  may   retrain  their   raio«* 
tions ;   but,  r^naoved  at  a  diftance^  or  tf^i  o£^ 
(ight,  it  is  of  little  power.    One  of  their 
principal  dramatic  Ppeta,  and  he  hus  indeed  a 
great  deal  of  genius^  befides  the  impetudfity  ' 
and  eagernefs  entailed  upon  him  by  his  pro* 
feflion,  ha3  alfo  lo  contend  with  the  precipi- 
tancy and  irregular  feniibitity  fa  common 
among  his  countrymen.     The  Governor  of 
li^oCcow^  ^h^e  he  ufually  refide«>  oidered 

one 
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one  of  his  tragedies  to  be  reprefented.  The 
Poet  was  certainly  honoured  by  this  mark  of 
attention ;  and  the  Governor  really  intended 
to  do  him  honour ;  rior  was  there  any  thing 
that  could  reafonably  be  objected  to  the  re- 
prefentation.  But  the  Poet  had  been  taken 
in  a  wayward  humour.  He  oppofed  the  re- 
prefent'ation  with  indecent  violence,  and  treat- 
ed the  Governor  with  rude  difrefped:.  The 
Emprefs,  whom  nothing  efcapes,  was  inform- 
ed of  it;  but  refpediing  the  genius  of  the 
poet,  while  (he  rebuked  the  folly  of  the  Ruf- 
fian, fhe  wrote  him  with  tempered  .  feverity, 
and  told  him,  "That  though  fhe  was  much 
**  pleafed  with  his  imitations  of  paffiop,  fjig 
•*  could  not  bear  the  reality/' 

Perfoiis  of  the  character  now  mentioned,  * 
are  often  fluent  in  fpeech,  and  eloquent  in 
CKpreflion.  They  are  alfo  apt  to  be.  in- 
fluenced by  the  powers  of  eloquence.  Full 
of  fenfibility,  they  enter  eafily  into  the  feel- 
ings of  ©thers.     Such  are  the  Ruflians. • 

Walking  one  day  along  the  Galerin^ofF,  at  4 
time  when,  by  the  removal  of  a  bridge  of 
boats,  the  com  muuicatron  between  that  ftreef 
and  an  oppofite  iflaiid  was  interrupted,  I  faw 

aRufliar; 
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a  Ruffian,  rather  better  dreffed  than  a   com- 
mon peafant,  putting  fome  cows  into  a  boat 
intending  to  have  them  carried  to  the  other 
fide*     He  had  juft,  with  much  difficulty,  aad 
the  affiftance   of  two  or  three  boatmen,  got 
them  in,  when  a  petty  officer,  with  fome  foU 
diers,  arrived  at  the  place,  and  feemed  alfo  in 
great  hafte   to  get  acrofs  the  river.     There 
was  no  other  boat;  fo,  with  a  tone  of  great 
authority,-  he  ordered   the  grazier,  or  cow* 
lierd,  or  whatever  he  was,  to  take  out   his 
cattle,  and  let   him  have   immediate  convey- 
ance.    The  Ruffian  was  loth ;  the  officer  in- 
fifted  ;  the  Ruffian  argued*;  the  officer  grew 
angry  ;  the  Ruffian  ftill  hefitated  ;  and  a  fol- 
dier,    to  gratify  the  wrath  of  his    fuperior, 
jumped  into'  the  boat,  gave  the  man  a  blow, 
and  ftruck  off  his  cap.     The  Ruffian    in  an 
inftant,   and  you   would   fay  by   involuntary 
impulfe,  put:himfelf  into  one  of  the  fineft  at- 
titudes I  ever  faw.     He  wore  a  long  garment, 
faftened  about   his  body   with  a  girdle;  his 
forehead  was  high  and  bald  ;  his  hair  on  the 
hinder  part  of  his  head  was  fhort  and  grey  ; 
Lis  beard   long;    his  features   well  formed; 
and  his  afpedt,  notwithftanding  the  infult  he 
had  met  with,  did  txg\  fpeip'  difcompofed ;  he 

lifted 
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lifted  up  his  hands;  he  pled  with  humbUj 
fubmiflion;  he  then  rofe  in  remonftrative 
tones ;  he  then  fpoke  to  excite  comp^ffion  'j 
ind,  at  lei^th,  poured  out  a  torrent  of  irte-? 
ififtible  vehemence ;  every  change  in  hi«  ad- 
<irefs  wa$  followed  by  correfponding  changes 
in  the  countenance  and  air  of  the  officer,  lo 
whom  it  w;as  addrefled*  Till,  att  lengt^' 
quite  fubdued,  he  turned  to  him  who  had 
given  the  blow,  and  beat  him  in  the  moft  fu** 
rious  manner.  The .  orator,  in  the  mean 
time,  lifted  his  cap,  put  it  on  with  an  air  of 
triumph;  and  bowing  once  or  twice  to  the 
officer,  while  he  was  adminiftering  chaftife* 
ment  to  the  ibldier,  rowed  off  immediately 
with  his  cattle.— That  Ruffians  of  aU  ranks 
are  fond  of  mufic,  is  no  lefs  coqfiftetit  wit^ 
the  foregoing  account,  than  t}xc\t  powers  and 
fufc^ptibiUty  of  eloquence. 

In  a  word,  the  defers  in  the  natk>nal  thieu 
rader  of  the  Rui^ana^  feem  to  me  to  tttiih 
chiefly  from  \vant  of  culture*  Were  they 
taught  to  refje^  on  the  paft,  and  anticipaift 
the  future,  they  would  be  led  to  form  maxima 
and  general  rules  for  the  direfkion  of  thtfit 
condu^*.  Reafon  would  thea  bi?  li^ftcned  toj 
?  Sec  licttcr  LIY^ 
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fknd  th«ir  yioral  principles  would  recover  their 
authority.     But  they  will  never  either  fefledl 
or  anticipate^  till  they  are  moved  to  thofe  exer- 
eifcs  by  fome   prevailing  intereft ;    nor  oaa 
tfeey  ever  have  any   (uch  intereft,  till  they 
have  eotire  fecurity  for  theic  perfons  and  pof- 
fcflions.     How  is  this  to  be  done  ?    It  is  an 
important  problem  ;  and  great  and  immortal 
would   be  the  glory  of  that  fovereign  who 
would  really  defire  to  undcrftand  the  folution< 
Itnmortal  would  be  the  glory  of  that  fove- 
reign who  would  reftore  above  twenty  mif* 
lions  of  men  to  the  rights  of  intelligent  and 
rsrtional  beings«     But  is  this  atchievement  to 
be  performed  by  one  perfon,  and  at  once  ?   I 
believe  not.   It  muft  be  the  work  of  time ;  and 
muft  be  carried  on  by  fucceflive  changes.    To 
give  Kb^rty  at  once  to  twenty  nrilUonsrof 
flaves^  would  be  to  let  loofe  oq  mankind  fo 
many   robbers  and  fpoilers.      Before  (laves 
can  receive  freedom  in  full  fjpfofleffio9»  they 
mud  be  taught  to  know,  relifli,  and  ufe  its 
bleflings.    This,  however,  is  to  be  done  gra- 
dually }  and  if  it  is  to  be  done  according  to  a 
regular  plan,  thofe  who  have  fuch  things  in 
their  power,  muft  obferve  the  growth  of  free- 
dom in  thofe  places  where  it  arofe  fponta- 

neoui^ 
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neous,  and  without  any  previous  purpofe.-** 
Perhaps,  if  a  defpot  intended  to  lay  the  found* 
ation  of  a  defign  fo  magnificent,  it  would  be 
proper  to  begin  with  giving  great  privileges 
to  commercial  and  manufaduring  towns.  It 
would  alfo  be  proper  to  reftore  their  rights  to 
fuch  provinces  as  might  formerly  have  en- 
joyed fome  freedom ;  and  of  which  they 
might  ftill  entertain  fome  fond  recollection. 
I  am  the  more  inclined  to  exprefs  thefe  opi- 
nions, as  fome  of  the  Ruffians,  and  particularly 
thofe  in  the  vicinity  of  Archangel,  who,  I 
have  heard,  enjoy  greater  privileges  than 
their  brethren,  are  ufually  reprefented  as  ho- 
ned, able  and  induftrious^  and,  indeed,  of  a 
character  very  different  from  the  refl. 

But  I  quit  fuch  Utopian  fpeculations  j  and 
will  only  exprefs  my  wifhes,  that  the  fmall 
portion  of  the  human  race  who  enjoy  real 
freedom,  may  preferve  and  make  a  proper 
ufe  of  it.     Adiexi, 
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LETTER      XXXV. 

With  fome  Verfes* 

i)E.AR   SIRi  Oa.  loth,  1770. 

TH£  Banks  of  the  Neva  are  indeed  very 
fine,  the  iflands  delightful,  and  the 
\^oods  fragrant ;  but  they  are  filent.  .  Not  a 
thrufti,  linnet,  or  goldfinch  have  I  feen  in 
Ruffia*  People  tell  me,  however,  that  the 
fault  is  my  own;  and  that  if  I  were  in  the 
country  early  enough  in  the  feafon,  I  might 
both  fe€  atid  hear  therti.  They  eVen  pretend 
that  they  have  nightingales.  One  nightin- 
gale indeed  I  faw,  heard,  and  admired.  But 
it  came  from  Aftracan.  It  belonged  to  a 
lady;  and,  unable  to  endure  the  approach  of 
winter,  fome  weeks  ago  it  died.  *'  Alas  !*^' 
jrou  will  fay,  ''Poor  Nightingale!'^  And 
yoii  have  more  reafon  to  regret  its  death  than 
you  are  perhaps  aware  of;  for,  inftead  of  get- 
ting a  letter  full  of  news  about  Turks  and 
Ruffians,  and  of  hearing  how  the  Ottoman 
I  empir 
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empire  is  fhaken  to  the  very  centre,  you  are 
to  have  a  poem  oa  the  death  of  a  bird.  In 
blank  vcrfe  too  !  It  cannot  be  helped  j  and  all 
you  can  haye,  by  way  of  compenHMion,  is  to 
amufe  yourfelf  with  temarkidg,  how  whimfi«- 
cally  we  may  be  affcded  by  the  various 
events  arid  incident^  that  happen  under  the 
fun.  A  fmall  bird,  hatched  near  the  Cafpiad, 
and  buried  in  an  ifle  in  the  Keva,  (hall  almoft 
dlfpofe  you^  who  are  fitting  in  a  neat  parlour, 
in  a  trim  manfion  on  the  border  of  Windfor 
foreft>  to  frown ! 

Ver/es  m^  the  Death  of  a  Nightingale^  ibritteh 
in  the  IJle  of  Camima/irow^i 

MELODIOUS  warbler  I     Lucia  tev'd  thee^ 

charmM 
\Vith  thine  enchanting  wild  iiote  t  and  I  ween 
Her  gentle  maimers,  that  in  every  breafl: 
Kindle  affedion  and  efteem,  in  thee 
Kindled  affedion  ;  and  the  ftrong  defire 
To  imitate,,  to  feize,  and  to  transfufe 
Into  thy  fong-like  fwectnefs*     And  thy  voice 
Obey'd  thee ;  tuneful  in  thy  native  groveSy 
Where  Volga  rolls  his  mighty  flood,  and  laves 
The  realm  of  Aftracan  j  more  tuneful  now^ 

Even 
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Even  in  a  northern  clime,  and  in  the  ifles 
Of  logrian  Neva.     Not  the  mournful  plaint 
Of  that  Hefperian  Nightingale,  that  charm'd 
The  foul  of  Marp,  when  his  raptur'd  mufe     ' 
Beheld  theThracian  Poet,  by  the  ftreapi 
Of  Hebrus,  wailing,  with  inqeflant  woe. 
His  loft  Eurydice :  Nor  even  the  fong. 
That  fiird  with  extafy  th'  impaffion'd  mind    - 
Of  Milton,  when,  beneath  the  moonlight  pale. 
All  by  the  margin  of  his  native  Thames, 
He  held  high  converfe    with  th' .  infpiring 

*    Powers 
That  dealt  him  minftrelfy  divine-r-QOuld  e'er 
Thy  melody  furpafs.     The  gentle  gales 
Chil'dren  of  Summer,  born  in  Tempe,  heard 
Thy  fongs  expreffive ;  and,  with  fond  delay, ' 
Lingered  amid  the  northern  fky,  beyond 
The   time  alldw'd  them,  fhedding   fragrant 

flowers, 
And  mildnefs  unpermitted.— 
Boreas  beheld,  as  on  a  fnowy  cliff, 
Shining  with  thoufonds  of  reflected  rays. 
Azure,  and  green,  and  crimfon,  he  reclin'd, 
Wrap'd  in  a  robe  rough  with  effulgent  froft. 
Viewing  his  vaft  domain,  from  Zembla  fouth 
To  the  chafF'd  billows  of  the  Cafpian  main. 
Boreas  beheld  !  **  And  fhall  thefe  wanton  gales 
S  **  Longer 
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"  Longer  infult  me  ?  Shall  a  warbling  notd^ 
"  Or  the  weak  native  of  a  fouthern  clime, 
**  Even  by  my  throne,  with  arrogant  delayi 
««  Detain   them?    He  fliall   perifli.'*  fternly 

fierce 
He  fpake ;  and  inftant  fent  a  rapid  blaft, 
Arm'd  with  an  icy  fliaft,  and  in  a  fliowcr 
Of  fnow  enveloped.     Howling  how  he  fleW 
Acrofs  the  darkening  Ladago  !  The  flowerg 
Withered  before  him  :  and  at  evening  hour> 
He  gain'd  the  border  of  our  ifle.     O  then 
Thy  melting  voicci  fweet  Nightiogtlc!  wad 

loft:  (galet 

Thy  Lucia  mourn'd }  the  mufes  mourn'd ;  the 
Of  fummer  fled  reludant ;  on  thy  grave 
Sighing  full  fore,  and  fcatt*ring  as  they  fiew 
Decaying  bloomtj  (ad  relics  of  their  woe. 
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L  E  T  t  E  R    XXXVI. 

Ai:cmnt  ofG^ods  exported  from  St.  Peterjburg 
in  1769. 


$t.t^etcrlbiirg,«NoVk  ytli,  I77d» 

m  %  %  ^  ^  4^  np  HE  iron  in  Siberia  is 
A  wrought  at  little  expence : 
the  places  where  it  is  found  arc  by  the  fides 
of  large  rivers.  Provifiona  are  cheap:  a 
fheep  may  be  bought  for  thirty  copies  *,  and 
the  rivers  are  ftored  with  excellent  fifh.  Wood 
for  working  the  iron  is  found  every  where  in 
the  greateft  abundance.  Not  only  fo,  but  the 
(oil  in  the  fouthern  and  eaftern  parts  of  I(uf- 
fia  is  very  fertile.  The  Ukraine  alone,  with 
no  other  labour  than  that  of  plowing,  could 
fttpply  the  whole  of  European  Ruflia  with 
corn.  The  empire,  befides  its  vicinity  to  the 
Cafpian,  Euxine^  Baltic,  and  Northern  Seas, 
is  interfperfed  with  lakes»  and  interfeded  by 

•  li.  jd. 
S  2  navigable 
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* 

navigable  rivers;  thefe  might  eafily,  by 
means  of  canals,  be  made  to  communicate 
with  one  another.  Nor  is  even  land-carriage 
interrupted,  or  rendered  difEcuIt  here,  as  in 
many  other  places,  by  fetis  and  mountains. 
The  natural  advantages  of  Ruffia,  therefore, 
might  render  it  one  of  the  richefl  countries  ift 
Europe. 

Accordingly,  even  in  its  prefent  jlnfant  ftate 
of  improvement,    the  balance  of   trade  has 
been,  of  late  years,  more  unfavourable  to  Bri* 
tair>  th^kn  formerly-      Maay  fuch  manufac- 
tures as  were  in&portcd  by  Englifla  traders, 
fonae  time  ago,  and  fold  here  vrith  large  pro- 
fits, are  novir  wrought  in  the  country.     For- 
merly th^  coarfe  cloth,  tvith  which  the  army 
is  clothed,  was  brought  from  England  j  it  is 
now  Wrought  in  Ruffia*     Pewter  alfo  was  a 
profitable  commodity ;    but    pewter    difhes, 
with  earthern  ware,  and  even  china,  may  be 
had  here  very  good,  and  manufadured  rn  the 
country.     The  filk  manufadlure  at  Mofcow  is 
in  a  thriving  condition ;    and   Ruifian  linen 
and  diaper  are  fold  in  Britain, 

You  will  receive,  however,  a  more  diftin<3: 
notion  of  the  commerce  of  this  empire  from 
the  following 
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Account  of  Goods  exported  from  St.  Peterfiurg  in   i;69, 

by  326  Englijh  Ships,  and2J[,J  of  other  Nations. 

Q^iality  of  Goods. 

Iron           «           — 

Quantity. 

Firft  Coa. 

Pood          2,409,587 

RubU^   1,686,7  TO  :  90 

Clean  Hffmp    —    — 

i,?29  400 

1,548,2x0 

Outlhot  D  tto       — 

i6?,69r 

i85,5<so  :  10 

Half  clean  Ditto    — 

9^.a58 

9*.*53 

Hemp  Cod i He       — 

113.^3* 

4S'3.3>  i  80 

Flax,  11  bcided     — 

104407 

■9S.95'  -  87 

Ditto,  9  ditto    —     — 

3989^ 

6».833s     5 

Ditto,  6  ditro        — 

jo,*o5 

11,011  :  37 
66,44  :  2  5 

Ditto  Codille    —    — 

'4,765 

Hidei         —         — 

I44>6ia 

«38,749  s  60 

Briftles^  id  a^d  sd  fort 

13,761 

IfiOgUfi         ^      — 

4.»»4 

82,798 

Soap  and  Candle  Taljow 

A6Z.640 

630,336 

Soap          —           — 

12,801 

19,201   :     5 

Hemp  Oil      —      — 

9^.403 

110  883  :  60 

Train  Oil     —       — 

93«8 

11,165  »  60 

LintfeedOil     —    — 

■J.243 

2,113  t  10 

Wa«         —            — 

8.4 

«,750  J  50 

HorfcHair    —     — 

$><88 

5,758   ;  40 

HcrfeTaUa    —    -^ 

30,547 

3,054.1    80 

Cow  Hair     —      — 

180 

900 

Tallow  Candici     1— 

9.096 

30,016  ;  80 

Cairiar          —         — 

5^484 

J3710 

WaxCandlea      — 

41 

541  :  «o 

Cordage        -«      -^ 

j6,688 

14,703  *  60 

Ho?s        —        — 

467 

1,214  '  *o 

Tobacco        —        — 

4.5«' 

4,«a2  I  90 

Soal  Leather        — 

6,334 

3t»67o 

Copper        —        — 

4,020 

29J45 

Pitch        —        — 

8,391 

10,070  :  40 

Tar            —         — 

i>658 

1.989  :  60 

Rofin      ^  *-        — 

1.47  <; 

M75 

Carraway  Seed       —     . 

J62 

194  :  40 

Anife  Seed     —      — 

3 

3  :  30 

Broad  Diaper      — 

Ariheea        431.616 

36,687  :  36 

Narrow  Ditto     —    -^ 

4S8>070 

22  903  :  50 

Broad  Linen     —    — 

»6»„«)77 

»*,353  •     5 

Narrow  Linen       — 

1,69;  668 

76,305  :     6 

Sundry  fotts  Linen 

i35>  H 

9.487  i   38 

Crafli        — 

873*776 

26  213  :  28 

Drills         —        — 

Pieces             6  ,^^i 
ix,6oi 

195*749 

Firms         •— 

75,606 

Raven  Duck       — 

43,406 

173,624 

Sail  Cloth     —      -7 

33'335 

200,010 
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Account  of  Goo4sy  ^€*  continued. 

Quality  of  Goods. 

Quantity. 

Firll  CoiJ. 

Hare  Skins         _ 

Pieces            29793  iS 

Rubles        47  >  600 

Squirrel  Skim       — 

47,500 

3'56*  «  SO 

Bear  Skins         — 

483 

2,173  '  so 

Fox  Skins     —       -* 

4*8 

511  :  60 

Lynx  Skins    —        -^ 

%% 

224 

Ermine        — *•      — 

Ton                       15 

210 

Feathers      —      — 

Pood                     375 

1,4*0 

Down     ••—      —      — 

J32 

i,34« 

Gunpowder      —     — <- 

60 

36a 

Rhubarb       •-<•       -^ 

I 

«5 

Mafts         — "       — 

Pieces                     6a 

6,200 

Deals       —        —    — 

Docen              «5.375 

"S»3i9  »  44 

Matts          ^         -^ 

Pieces                 4i^oo 

.84 

Wheat          —          — 

Chetiverts        29,100 

Ii6,4«o 

Ox  Bones         —        -^ 

Pieces              a7,ooo 

300 

Old  iron        —      ^ 

Pood                 2,450 

I»470 

RoUes  6,964,504:     6 

K.  B.  1  Bergcultx  is  lo  Pood, 

I  Pood  is  40  Pound,— vfnn  equal  to  |5{  Pound  Englifli. 

I  Arflieen  is  it  laches  Englifl). 

7^  Chttwerts^cora  meafure,  make  a  Tun. 
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LETTER    XXXVIL 

f^ith  an  Accwnt  of  the  Abdication  of  ViSior 
Amadeus^  King  qf  Sardinia^  in  tbc  Tear 
1730. 


DEAR    SIR.  St.  PctcrAurg,  i;;©. 

I  FLATTER  myfelf  that  the  inclofed  ac- 
count of  the  Abdication  of  Vi^aor  Amadeus, 
King  of  Sjjrdinia,  wtjo  refigncd  his  fcieptre  in 
the  ye^r  1730,  will  afford  you  fome  amufe- 
ment.  He  is  not  the  only  Prince  recorded 
in  hiftory,  who  exchanged  the  pomp  and 
jcaree  of  royalty  for  the  obfcurity  or  the  peace 
of  retirment.  Biut  though  feveral,  before  the. 
prefeot  century,  have  prefented  this  curious 
fpedlacle  to  mankind,  we  cannot  boaft  of 
being  fully  acquainted  with  their  motives  qr 
expedattons.  A  crown  has  fo  many  charmSf 
that  the  ftate  of  mind  which  pould  induce  a 
Sovereign  Prince  to  refign  his  dignity,  and 
his  fubfequent  condudk  or  deportment,  are,  to 
thofe  whcKWPuld  obferve  human  nature,  ob- 
S  4  jeCts 
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jeds  of  great  curiofity.  The  following  ac-? 
count  pretends  to  give  a  full  view  of  the  mo- 
tives that  urged  his  Sardinian  Majefty  in  his 
abdication,  and  of  his  condu(3;  ia  his  retire- 
ment. Nor  would  Ihave  offered  it  to  your 
perufal,  if  I  did  not  believe  the  intelligence  it; 
conveys  authentic.  It  was  written  originally 
in  Italian,  and  as  I  know  not  of  its  having 
been  ever  publifhcd  in  Britain  *,  either  in  the  j 

original,  or  in  any  other  language,  I  hope  the  j 

perufal  of  the  following  Englifh  f  tranllatioa 
will  afford  you  fome  entertainment. 

You  will  recoiled,  that  Pope  Paul  III. 
created  his  natural  fon,  Peter  Lewis  Farnefe, 
Duke  of  Parma, — that  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Parmefan  remained  in  the  Farnefe  family  till 
the  year  1731J — that  as  the  failure  of  the 
the  male  line  feemed  inevitable,  it  had  been 
agreed  upon  that  Don  Carlos,  fon  to  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  who  was  defcended  of  the 
Farnefe  faniily,  fhould  fucceed  to  that  duke- 
dom ;  but  not  without  receiving  it  from 
Charles  Emperor  of  Germany  as  a  fief  of  the 
Empire, — that  this  fettlement  was  determined 

*  Yet  a  French  tranflation  of  this  little  trad  may  be  met 
tviih  in  many  places  on  the  Continent, 
t  By.  an  ingenious  friend. 

by 
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by  a  treaty  between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and 
Madrid,  ratified  at  Vienna  in  the  year  1 725, 
r— ths^t  by  the  treaty  of  Seville,  ratified  in 
the  year  17129,  Great  Britain  engaged  to  affift 
the  Spaniards  in  bringing  fix  thoufand  Spa- 
niih  troops  into  Tufcany  and  Parma,--^and, 
laftly,  that  the  Emperor,  jealous  or  appre-» 
henfive  of  the  power  of  Spain,  notwithfiand^ 
ing  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  was  determined  to 
ppppfe  the  entry  of  thofe  troops  into  Italy. 
Keeping  thofe  previous  events  in  view,  you 
YfiW  enter  eafily  into  the  following  detaiL 

THE  EMPEROR  OF  GERMANY  having 
formed  the  refolution  of  oppofing,  by  the  moft 
vigorous  exertions,  the  entry  of  fix  thoufand 
Spaniards  into  Italy ;  having,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  fent  a  confiderable  army  into  Tufcany 
and  the  Parmefan ;  and  having  engaged  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Florence  on  his  fide,  was  fen- 
fible  it  would  be  of  the  greateft  advantage  to 
his  affairs,  alfo  to  engage  in  his  interefts  the 
King  of  Sardinia.  With  this  view  he  figni- 
fied  to  that  Prince,  by  the  Governor  of  Mi- 
lan, that  if  he  would  unite  with  him,  he 
would  furnifli  him,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  with 
an  army  of  1 2,000  men,  confifting  of  8,000 

.    foot 
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foot  and  4,000  horfe,  to  ad  in  concert  with 
the  Germans;  that  he  would  appoint  him 
GoTcrnor  of  the  Milancfe  for  life ;  and  to 
enable  him  to  hold  his  troops  in  readinefs  to 
march  on  the  fhorteft  notice,  that  he  would 
pay  down  to  him  immediately  300,000  phi-f 
lips.  Amadeus  accepted  of  thefe  conditions ; 
and  the  Emperor  ordered  the  money  to  be 
paid,  providing  that  he  {hould  refund  it,  if  he 
had  no  occafion  for  the  12,000  men.  Thiaf 
treaty  was  concluded  and  figned  at  Milan  by 
the  Ambaffadors  of  the  Emperor  and  thofeof 
his  Sardinian  Majefty,  inthe  month  of  June, 
A.  D.  i73«. 

Some  time  after  this  the  SpaniCb  Ambafia* 
dor,  then  at  Genoa,  vifited  the  Court  of  Turia 
incognito ;  and,  in  a  private  audience  with  tha 
King  of  Sardinia,  offered  him,  on  the  part  of 
the  King  his  tnafter^  the  cities  of  Novare  and 
Pavia,  together  with  feveral  adjacent  territo- 
ries beyond  the  Teffin,  which  now  conftitute 
a  part  of  the  Dukedom  of  Milan,  and  belong 
to  the  Emperor,  on  condition  that  he  would 
join  him  to  expel  the  Imperialifts  out  of 
Italy,  unlefs  they  would  allow  Don  Carlos  the 
unmdefted  pofieffion  of  the  Parntefan.    Vic^ 

tor 
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tor  not  only  regarded  thefe  ofFers  of  Spain  as 
much  more  advantageous  than  thofe  of  the 
Imperial  court,  but  alfo  believed  that  England 
and  France  had  entered  into  a  refolution  to 
co-operate  with  the  Spaniards  in  driving  the 
forces  of  the  Emperor  out  of  Italy.  He  ' 
therefore  willingly  accepted  of  them^  and 
promifed  to  affift  Don  Carlos  with  his  army 
ag^inft  the  Germans. 

Notwlthftanding  the  great  precautions 
which  he  had  ufed  to  conceal  this  new  and 
perfidious  alliance  into  which  he  had  entered, 
the  Emperor's  emiflaries  entertained  fome 
fufpicions  of  the  truth  j  they  communicated 
them  to  their  mailer ;  and  he,  of  confequencc, 
gave  immediate  orders  to  the  Governor  of 
Milan,  to  threaten  Vidor  with  the  heavieft 
efFeds  of  his  vengeance.  That  Prince  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could,  by  denying 
the  charge.  But  when  he  was  afterwards  in- 
formed, by  his  Ambaflador  at  Vienna,  that 
the  Aulic  Council  feemed  difpofed  to  enter  in- 
to the  meafures  of  the  Allies  of  Seville,  he 
was  filled  with  terror  and  confternation,  from 
the  apprehenfiori  that  thofe  two  powers  would 
undoubtedly  take  fuch  fignal  vengeance  on 
5  his 
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his  perfidy,  as  would  prove  equally  ruinous 
to  his  interefts,  and  difgraceful  to  himfelf. 

Vidor,  thus  agitated  by  a  thoufand  difFer- 
ent  emotions,  and  at  a  lofs  how  to  recover  the 
falfe  ftep  he  had  takep,  refolved  at  length  to 
diveft  himfelf  of  the  fovereignty,  till  his  af- 
fairs Ihbuld  aflume  a  more  favourable  afpedl:. 
He  hoped  that  he  might  thus  fhelter  himfelf 
from  the  ftorm  which  was  ready  to  burft  over 
his  head,  and  that  a  pretended  abdication  of 
the  Crown,  by  extricating  him  from  thofe 
embarrafling  engagements,  would  tend  to 
filence  the  clamour  that  might  be  raifed 
againft  him.  This  meafure,  indeed,  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  maxims  of  Machiavel,  whoni 
this  Prince  had  hitherto  followed  with  fcru- 
pulous  exa(3:nefs.  He  flattered  himfelf,  how- 
ever, with  hopes  of  fuccefs  -,  and  trufted  to 
the  implicit  fubmiffion  of  his  fon,  together 
with  the  afFedionate  attachment  of  his  fub^ 
jedls.  But  we  fhall  fee,  in  the  fequel,  how 
widely  he  was  miftaken. 

Previous  to  the  excution  of  his  fcheme,  he 
judged  it  proper,  by  communicating  fomepart 
of  his  defigns  to  the  Prince  of  Piedmont,  t^ 

prepare 
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prepare  him  for  this  important  event.  With 
this  view,  for  two  months  before  his  abdica- 
tion of  the  crown,  he  retired  with  him  daily 
into  a  private  apartment,  and  addrelTed  him 

in  fuch  terms  as  thefe; "  My  dear  Son, 

•*  I  am  not  yet  fo  much  funk  under  the  in- 
**  firmities  incident  to  old  age,  as  I  am  op- 
**  preffed  by  the  anxious  cares  that  attend  on 
*'  fovereignty.  I  am  therefore  difpofed  to 
*'  retire  for  fome  time  from  public  affairs,  in 
"  order  to  unbend  my  mind,  and  to  commit 
the  reins  of  government  to  your  hands. 
The  burthen,  my  Son,  is  indeed  heavy, 
and  my  fears  are  great,  left,  at  fuch  an  age, 
"  you  fhould  prove  unequal  to  its  weight. 
**  Your  experience  in  affairs  of  ftate  is 
**  fmall  J  for  you  know  that  I  have*  hitherto 
**  avoided  to  initiate  you  in  the  my  flexes  of 
*'  politics,  or  to  trufl  to  any  one  the  manage- 
**  ment  of  the  ftate.  I  have  hitherto  govern- 
**  ed  my  fubjeifls  without  the  aid  of  any  mi- 
•*  nifter.  But  this  is  an  art  to  be  attained 
**  only  by  long  experience.  It  is  therefore 
"  abfolutely  neceffary,  my  dear  Son,  that  you 
•*  fliould,  in  the  beginning  of  your  reign, 
"  have  fome  fage  Mentor,  to  direft  your  prp- 
*<  ceedinge,  and  enable  you  to  maintain,  or 
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**  even  increafe  that  authority  with  which  1 
**  am  tiow  about  to  inveft  you.  But  as  it  is 
"  very  dangerous  for  a  Prince,  in  early  life, 
•*  to  repofe  unlimited  confidence  in  any  indi* 
**  vidual  of  his  fubjeds,  I  have  refolved,  un- 
**  til  you  are  qualified  to  govern  alone,  that  I 
•*  myfelf  (hall  difcharge  the  duty  of  your  di- 
**  reftor.  On  thefe  terms,  my  Son,  I  have 
**  refolved  to  furrender  to  you  my  crown  j 
•*  confider  them,  and  inform  me  whether 
^  they  be  fuited  to  your  inclinations/' 

The  Prince  of  Piedmont  replied  with  the 
moft  profound  refpeft,  **That  his  Majefty 
**  might  do  what  feemed  to  him  meet ;  and 
•*  that  while  he  enjoyed  that  life  which 
••  he  derived  from  him,  he  might  remain 
*'  affured  of  his  fubmiffion  andfideKty  ;  that, 
**  whether  his  Majefty  chofe  to  divcft  iiim- 
"  felf  of  his  royal  authority  or  not,  he  would 
•*  ever  efteem  it  his  indifpenftble  duty  to 
^^  yield  the  mofl:  entire  obedience  to  his  will. 
*•  In  one  word,  he  promifed  that,  whatever 
♦*  events  fliould  take  place,  he  fliould  always 
^  relpea  him  a«  his  Father  and  his  Sove- 
"  reign.*  This  declaration,  often  repeated 
by  a  young  Prince,  hitherto  a  ftranger  to 
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the  arts  of  difimuUtion,  gave  the  moft 
entire  fatisfaaioa  to  the  King ;  and  he  r6- 
folved  to  delay  no  longer  the  executtoa  of 
a  fcheme  from  which  he  expcded,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  derite  both  tranquillity  and 
honoun 

He  therefore  iflued  an  order  oh  the  fccond 
of  September  1730,  to  the    Princes  of  the 
Blood,  the  Knights  of  the  Order  of  the  An* 
nunciation)  the  Minifters  and  Secretaries  of 
State,  the  Archbifliop  of  Turin,  the  Grand 
Chancellor,  the  firft  Prefidents,  the  General) 
of  the  army,  and  all  thofe  who  held  the  chief 
offices  at  court,  to  aflemble  on  the  morrow,  at 
three  o*clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  Caftle 
of  Rivole.     There,  after  having  fummoned  a 
Council  of  State,  he  declared,  that  he  made  a 
general  abdication  of  his  kingdom,  ^nd  of  all 
his  dominions,  in. favour  of  his  fon  Charles 
Emmanuel,    Prince    of  Piedmont.      Then, 
haying  ordered  all  thofe  who  had  come  from 
Turin,  in  obedience  to  his.  commands,  to  b^ 
admitted,  the  Marquis  del  Borgo,  Secretary  of 
State,  read  the  A£fc  of  Abdication  with  a  loud 
voice,  after  which  his  Majefty  addrefled  the 
affembly  in  a  very  pathetic  ^ifcourfe,  to  the 
fpUowing  purpofe : 
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**  The  innumerable  troubles  and  toil* 
"  inrhich  1  have  undergone,  without  inter- 
•'  million,  during  a  reign  of  fifty  years^ 
**  without  mentioning  the  infirmities  to  which 
^*  all  men  are  liable,  and  the  age  to  which  I 
•*  have  attained,  would  have  been  more  than 
**  enough  to  reader  the  burthen  of  govern- 
••  ment  heavy  and  intolerable  to  me.  Be- 
••  fides,  as  my  end  is  now  drawing  nigh,  and 
**  as  I  begin  to  regard  death  as  the  common 
••  lot  of  fovereigns  and  of  their  fubjeds,  I 
••  confider  myfelf  as  bound,  by  the  moll  fa* 
**  cred  obligations,  to  interpofe  fome  fpace 
•*  between  the  throne  and  the  grave.  Thefe 
**  motives  have  been  powerful  enough  to  lead 
"  me  to  that  meafure  which  I  have  this  day 
•*  adopted ;  and,  efpecially,  as  Providence 
**  feems  to  favour  my  intentions,  by  beftow- 
**  ing  upon  me  a  fon  worthy  of  fucceeding 
**  me,  and  of  governing  my  people ;  a  fon 
•*  emlowed  with  all  thofe  qualities  that  adorn 
"  a  deferving  Prince.  I  have  therefore  re- 
<*  folved,  without  hefitation,  to  transfer  to 
**  him,  by  a  folemn  aft,  figned  this  day  with 
•'  my  own  hand,  the  fupreme  authority  over 
'^  all  my  dominions,  and  am  refolved  to  pafs 
"  the  remainder  of  my  days  at  a  diftance 

**  from 


Digitized  by 


Google 


RUSSIAN    EM  P.'I  R  E.  273 

•*  from  affairs  of  ftate,  I  exhort  yoU)  there- 
**  fore,  to  ferve  the  King,  my  well- beloved 
**  fon,  with  the  fame  inviolable  fidelity  which 
**  ye  have  ever  demonftrated  towards  my- 
*'  fclf ;  affuring  you,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I 
•*  have  earnertly  recommended  you  to  hU 
*'.  royal  favour/' 

King  Amadeus,  upon  his  abdication,  had 
recommended  it  to  his.  fun  10  caufe  all  the 
eftates  of  his  nobility  and  gentry  to  be  fur- 
veyed,  and  to  proportion' their  taxes  to  the 
extent  of  their  poffeffions.  Had  this  mea« 
fure  been  carried  into  execution,  it  would  in- 
deed have  augmented  the  revenues  of  the 
crown,  but  it  would  have  ruined  the  no- 
bility. When  Charles  afcendcd  the  throne, 
he  found  it  improper  to  adopt  it.  This  gave 
great  offence  to  the  abdicated  Monarch  ;  he 
wrote  his  fon  on  the  fubjeft,  more  in  the  ftyle 
of  a  matter  than  of  a  father ;  and  when  he 
found  that  his  fon  ftill  perfifted  in  negledting 
his  remonftrances,  he  formed  the  refoluiion 
of  refuming  the  fovereignty. 

Amadeus  had  referved  for  himfelf  a  yearly 

penfion  of  5o>ooo  crowns,  and  retained  only 
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a  few  domeflics  about  faia  perfoa.  He  had 
made  choice  of  the  caftle  of  Chamberry  fpr 
the  place  of  his  refidence ;  td  which  he  re- 
paired a  few  days  after  his  abdication,  being 
then  in  the  fixty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  a 
widower  fmce  the  26th  of  Auguft  17a ft.  He 
had  left  a  miftrefs  in  Piedmont,  who  was 
known  by  the  title  of  the  Countefs  of  St.  Se- 
baftian ;  and  as  this  lady  performs  a  very 
confpicuoas  part  in  the  fequel  of  this  ftory» 
it  will  not  be  foreign  to  our  purpofe  10  men- 
tion, in  this  place,  the  outlines  of  her  life  and 
ehara£l:er» 

Her  maiden  name  was  Madamoifelle  de 
Cumiane.  While  yet  only  fifteen  years  6f 
age,  fhe  was  a  mnid  of  honour  fo  the  Queen 
Dowager,  the  mother  of  Amadeus.  This 
Prince,  who  was  then  only  in  his  thirtieth 
year,  took  more  delight  in  the  gay  converfa- 
tibn  of  the  ladies  of  his  mother's  court,  than 
in  eanvaffing  with  his  minifters  the  difficult 
affairs  of  ftate  *y  and  fuch  amufement  was  the 
more  agreeable   to   him,  that  the  Queen*, 

*  She  had  hstn  educated  at  the  Court  of  France,  beiDg  the 
daughter  of  the  Duke  de  Nemours^  «vbo  was  killed  in  a  duel 
by  the  Duke  de  Beaufort,  which  was  the  occaiion  of  Lewis 
XIV.  prohibiting  duels  on  pain  of  death. 
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i»?ho  was  no  Icfs  addided  to  gaiety  than  him- 
felf,  admitted  thofe  only  into  her  train  who 
were  remarkable  for  their  beauty.  Thus  the 
Prince*  and  the  young  lords  of  his  court,  en- 
joying the  pleafures  of  variety,  never  expe- 
rienced difguft.  At  length,  however,  Ama- 
deus,  fixing  his  afFediions  on  Madamoifellc 
de  Cumiane,  loaded  her  with  extraordinary 
favours,  fo  that,  in  a  (hort  time,  (he  became 
diftinguiflied  from  all  her  fair  companions;, 
by  an  unfeemly  change  in  her  fhape.  In  or- 
der to  remove  this  deformity,  the  Queen 
Dow^ge^,  who  was  a  faithful  confident  to  her 
fon,  as  well  as  an  afi^edlionate  mother,  gave  ^ 
her  immediately  in  marriage  to  the  Count 
de  St.  Sebaftian,  her  Premier  Ecuyer^  who 
efteemed  himfelf  highly  honoured  in  being 
admitted  into  fuch  an  intimate  connedion 
with  his  Sovereign.  The  Countefs  his  wife 
was  made  one  of  the  Q^ieen's  Dames  dHon- 
neur  ;  and  nor\)^ithftanding  her  marriage,  was 
often  honoured  by  the  afliduities  of  the  King. 
Sometimes,  however,  when  any  new  intrigue 
intervened,  thefe  attentions  were  interrupted. 
But  even  when  the  Countefs  no  longer  pof- 
fefled  the  King^s  affcftions,  (he  had  the  addrefs 
fo  effedually  to  fecure  his  friendfhip  and 
T  a  efteem. 
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efteem,  that  fhe  ftill  maintained  her  influence 
over  him  ;  and  when  flie  was  left  a  widow  in 
A.  D.  1723,  the  King  undertook  the  care  of 
her  children,  and  attended  to  them  as  particu* 
larly  as  if  they  had  been  his  own.  He  at  the 
fame  time  appointed  her  an  apartment  in  the 
palace,  which  commimicated  wiih  his  owni^ 
and  enabled  him  to  vifit  her  as  familiarly  as 
he  defired,  without  ohfervation  or  fcandaK 
He  afterwards  named  her  one  of- the  ladies 
in  the  train  of  the  Princefs  of  Piedmont, 

Such  had  been  the  fortunes  of  the-Countefs 
de  St,  Sebaflian,  till  the  abdication  of  Ama- 
deus*  As  foon  as  fhe  received  information 
of  this  event,  being  naturally  ambitious^  and 
well  verfed  in  intrigue,  (he  immediately  went 
in  queft  of  Father  Audormiglia,  Abbot  of  a 
Monaflery  of  Feuillants,  and  Confeffor  in 
Ordinary  to  King  Amadeus,  and  of  Dr. 
Boggio,  Curate  of  St.  John  s,  his  Spiritual  Di- 
redor.  She  fuggefted  to  them,  that  the 
King,  in  order  to  make  reparation  for  the  in- 
jury which  he  had  done  her  and  her  family, 
had,  fince  the  death  of  the  Queen,  frequently 
promifed  to  conclude  with  her  a  private  mar- 
riage ;    and  that,  noW  having  abdicated  the 
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throne,  he  ought  not  any  longer  to  delay  the 
performance  of  his  promife  ;  for,  having  thus 
defcended  to  a  level  with  private  perfons,  he 
could,  with  lefs  difficulty,  fulfil  the  duty  of  a 
Chriftian,  and  of  a  man  of  honour.  She  then 
promifed  thofe  two  ecclefiaftics,  that  if,  by 
their  means,  fhe  became  the  wife  of  that 
Prince,  Ihe  would  employ  ail  her  intereft 
with  her  hufband,  in  order  to  promote  them 
to  the  chief  dignities  of  the  church.  En- 
gaged by  thefe  promifes,  as  well  as  by  the 
pleafing  and  infinuating  addrefs  of  the  Coun- 
tefp,  thofe  ecclefiaftics  did  every  thing  ia 
their  power  to  promote  her  defigns,  and  they 
found  little  difficulty  in  rendering  their  en, 
deavours  efFedual  ;  for  the  King  was  very 
well  pleafed  to  have  fuch  a  companion  in  his 
folitude  as  this  lady,  to  whom,  as  to  another 
felf,  he  might  confide  the  moft  fecret  fenti- 
ments  of  his  heart.  In  (hort,  he  fent  for  her, 
and  married  her  publicly;  he  thereupon  de- 
manded 100,000  crowns  of  the  King  his  fon, 
which  were  immediately  granted  himj  this 
fum  he  prefented  to  his  wife,  that  (he  might 
purchafe  with  it  an  eftate  for  the  children  of 
her  former  marriage ;  and^  with  this  view, 
T3  ihe 


Digitized  by 


Google 


278  ANECDOTES   OF  TM^E 

(he  purchstfed  the  Marquifate  of  Spigna,  of 
which  fhe  henceforth  aflumed  the  title. 

Amadeus,  dur/ng  the  firft  four  months^  ap- 
peared to  he  fqfficiently  happy  in  his  retire- 
ment ;  and  the  Marchignefs  his  wife,  who 
Jfiudied  afliduoufly  to  fuit  herfclf  to  his  hu- 
mour, alfo  aflumed  the  appearance  of  hap- 
pinefs.  At  the  fame  time,  obferving  that  the 
King  was  diflatisSed  with  his  houfe,  and  that 
he  frequently  propofed  to  repair  it,  fhe  exert- 
ed herfelf  ftrenuoufly  to  diflaade  him  from  his 
purpofe,  by  reprefenting  to  him,  that  it  was 
not  worth  his  while  to  repair  an  old  caftlet 
which  wa^  e,very  where  falling  into  riXin  j 
that  he  could  never  render  it  either  agreeable 
;or  commodious,  but  by  pulling  it  down  and 
creding  a  new  one  in  its  fte^d  ;  and  for  this 
•fhe  faw  no  neceffity,  fmce  his  Majefty  had 
many  fine  palaces  in  Piedmont,  amongft 
which  he  might  chufe  the  place  of  his  refi> 
jdence ;  to  all  which  flie  added,  that  the  cli-^ 
jtiate  of  that  country  wopld  be  more  favour* 
able  to  his  health  than  that  of  Savoy. 

By  fuch  arguments  as  thefe,  the  Marchjo:? 
nefs  endeavoured  to  givp  her  hufband  a  dif- 
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guft  iit  his  refidence  at  Ghamberry,  and  to 
perfuade  him  to  return  into  Piedmont.  But 
they  only  fcrvcd  to  agitate  him,  without  per- 
fuading  him,  as  he  had  firmly  refolved  to  re- 
main for  fome  lime  at  a  diftance  from  the 
court,  in  order  the  more  efFedually  to  conceal 
his  defig'tis;  The  Marchionefs  indeed  had 
other  reafons  befides  the  health  of  the  King, 
forbeir/g  ib  ea^er  to  perfuade  him  to  ex- 
cibiinge  his  prefent  refideiios  for  that  of  Pied- 
mont {hut  thefe  /he  took  care  not  to  Ai?fe<wer, 
until  Ihe  knew  how  they  mi^kt  coirrefpond 
with  the  inclinations  of  her  hufband. 

In  the  mean  time,  flxe  ftudied  to  infmuatc 
harfelf  more  and  more,  by  flattery,  and  an 
affeded  fondnefs,  into  his  good  graces ;  and 
fo  fuccefsful  was  flie  in  her  endeavours,  that 
the  King  one  day  requefted  of  her  to  check 
her  impatience  only  for  a  little  ;  and  that,  in 
a  fhort  time,  fhe  would  obtain  that  for  which 
fhe  moft  earneftly  wiftied ;  for  (hat  it  never 
had  been  his  intention,  nolwithftanding  v^hat 
he  had  made  his  fon  believe,  on  his  abdica- 
tion of  the  crown,  to  pafs  the  remainder  of 
his  days  at  Cbambcrry. 

.     T4  After* 
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After  this  mark  of  confidence,  the  Mar- 
chionefs  was  convinced  that  it  would  be  eafy 
to  penetrate  into  the  fecret  motives  o£  his  ab- 
xjication,  to  which  fhe  had  hitherto  remained 
a  ftranger.  From  this  period,  with  great  art 
and  penetration,  flie  ftudied  to  difcover  his  fe- 
cret fentiments.  She  kne\y,  by  long  expe- 
rience, thofe  foft  and  favourable  moments  of 
acc^fs,  in  which  a  wife^cag^obtain  j?«y  t)oon 
from  a  hufband  ;^  fte  ftized  the  propitious  inj^ 
ftant.|-^cf  learned  that  his  inteutioft  Was  to 
refume  the  crown  in  \efs  than  two  years. 
**  Two  years !"  exclaimed  the  Marchionefs, 
in  a  tranfport  of  joy ;  **  and  why  will  you 
**  defer  it  to  fo  diftant  a  period?"  The  King 
then  communicated  to  her  the  fecret  motives 
of  his  abdication,  with  the  reafons  which  hin- 
dered him  from  refuming  the  crown,  until  the 
differences  between  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  Spain,  with  regard  to  the  Parmefan 
and  Tufcany,  fliould  be  terminated  either  by 
a  peace  or  war ;  previous  to  which  event,  he 
could  not  extricate  himfelf  from  his  engage- 
ments, confiflently  with  his  honour  or  inte* 
refts ;  for,  on  the  one  hand,  fhould  he  join 
the  allies  of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  their  fending  a  powerful  army  to 
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fupport  him  in  Italy,  he  might  be  very  ealily 
overpowered  by  the  Germans: — or  fliould 
he,  on  the  other  hand,  declare  in  favour  of 
the  Emperor,  the  allies  would  not  failto  take 
the  fever  eft  vengeance  on  him  if  they  ever 
gained  the  fuperiority,  which  in  all  proba- 
bility would  happen,  as  the  Emperor  and  he 
would  never  be  able  to  make  oppofition 
againft  four  powers  fo  formidable  as  Eng- 
land, France,  Holland,  and  Spain.  As  he 
had  then  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  enter  into 
engagements  with  the  Emperor  and  the  King 
of  Spain  at  the  fame  time,  he  had  been  able 
to  find  no  other  expedient  by  which  he  could 
repair  his  fault,  than  by  abdicating  the  throne 
in  favour  of  his  fon,  recommending  it  to 
him  to  maintain  a  neutrality  with  regard  to 
the  contending  powers,  until  their  difpute$ 
Ihould  be  brought  to  an  iffue. 

The  Marchionefs  approved  of  her  huf- 
band's  condudl ;  and  they  agreed  to  remain 
at  Ghamberry,  where  they  might  watch  for  a 
time  and  an  opportunity  favourable  to  their 
dcfigns. 

During  their  refidence  in  Savoy,  this 
haughty  woman   fuggefted  to  her  hufband, 

that 
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that  it  would  be  proper  to  exercifey  at  timest 
that  fovereign  authority  which  he  ftill  re- 
tained over  hi8  fon  and  hia  mioifters,  that  it 
might  not  infenfibly  be  loft.  Amadeus  en-r 
tered  readily  into  her  view8»  and  put  her  ad- 
vice in  pradlice.  He  ordered  the  King  his 
fon  to  vifit  him  at  Chamberry,  to  receive  his 
inftrudions  with  regard  to  fome  important 
affairs ;  and  that  Prince  obeyed  him,  as  if  he 
had  been  ftill  his  fubje£t.  In  the  fame  man- 
nier,  he  ordered  the  mmifters  of  ftaie»  and  fe* 
veral  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  court,  to  at- 
tend his  perfon  ;  and  he  was  obeyed,  as  if  he 
bad  been  ftill  their  Sovereign, 

In  the  beginning  of  Auguft  173 1>  Ama- 
deus, having  been  informed  that  the  Empe- 
ror had  at  length  confented  to  permit  Don 
Carlos,  with  his  6000  Spaniards,  to  enter 
into  Italy,  communicated  the  intelligence  to 
his  wife.  This  gave  extreme  pleafure  to  the 
JMarchionefs,  becaufe  (he  faw  herfelf  noTV  ia 
a  condition  to  execute  the  fcheme-  which  flie 
had  fo  long  meditated.  For  this  purpofe,  ftic 
withdrew  with  her  hufband  into  her  clofet ; 
where  ftie  obferved  to  him,  "  That  it  was 
^*  now  time  to  return  into  Piedmont,  and  to 

•'  refume 
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'•*  refume  the  crown,  whilft  his  fon  and  his 
^'  fubjeds  yet  retained  for  him  fentiments  of 
*'  refpefk  and  obedience ;  that  any  delay,  at 
**  that  period,  might  prove  fatal  to  himj 
•*  efpecially  fhould  the  Emperor  and  Doa 
**  Carlos  recognife  his  fon  as  King  of  Sar- 
**  dinia ;  that  the  young  King,  by  being  any 
*'  longer  accuftomed  to  the  charms  of  fove- 
"  reignty,  might  begin  to  feel  their  influences 
**  too  powerfully,  to  be  willing  to  renounce 
"  them,  and  to  defcend  to  the  rank  of  a  fub- 
"  jed.*'  Thefe  infmuations  of  the  Mar- 
chionefs  left  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  mind  of 
Amadeus,  who  had  now  become  more  jealous 
than  ever  of  his  authority,  though  he  had,  in 
appearance,  furrendered  it  to  bis  fon.  He 
therefore  refolved,  without  delay,  to  return 
into  Piedmont;  and  having  lignified  his  fe* 
folution  to  his  fon,  the  caftle  of  Montcalier 
was,  by  his  orders,  immediately  prepared  for 
his  reception.  In  the  end  of  Auguft,  Ama- 
deus left  Chamberry,  with  his  wife,  and  fixed 
his  refidence  in  that  place* 

The  King  his  fon,  with  the  principal  per* 
fons  of  the  court,  immediately  attended,  him, 
ivith   congratulations    on    his    fafe  return. 

The 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC  -— 


aS4  ANECDOTES  OF  THE 

The  Archbilhop  of  Turin^  and  the'  Magi- 
flrates  of  the  city,  paid  him  the  fame  marks 
of  their  refpedt.  The  Queen  herfelf,  ac- 
compauied  by  feveral  ladies  of  her  court,  vi- 
fited  the  Marchionefs  de  Spigno;  and  (hewed 
her  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  efteem  and  affec- 
tion. In  (hort,  Amadeus  and  his  wjfe,  fince 
their  return  into  Piedmont,  appeared  to  be 
the  real  Sovereigns  of  that  country.  In  fre- 
quent converfations  wliich  that  Prince  had 
with  the  Minifters  of  State,  and  with  the 
Governors  of  Turin  and  of  the  Citadel,  he 
artfully  endeavoured  to  found  their  inclina- 
tions; and  as  thofe  officers  had  always  pro- 
feffed  great  fubmiffion,  and  a  warm  attach- 
ment to  his  perfon,  he  was  perfuaded  that  he 
might,  at  that  time,  reafcend  the  throne, 
without  meeting  with  any  oppofition,  either 
on  thfe  part  of  his  fon,  or  of  his  miniftry.  He 
even  relied  on  the  attachment  of  the  foldiery: 
he  knew  that  he  poffefled  their  efleem,  and 
he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  alfo  had  their  af- 
feftion:  as  the  greateft  part  of  the  officers 
were  his  creatures,  he  did  not  doubt  but  that 
they  would  pay  refpedl  to  bis  inclinations ; 
and  he  even  hoped,  that  they  would  readily 
concur  in  promoting  his  defigns.     But  the 

fequel 
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fequal    of  this  great  erent  will   flievir  hovv 
much  he  was  deceived  in  his  expedations. 

He  wrote  to  Mar^chil  Rc^bhinder  in  very  ge- 
nerate though  flattering  and  infmuating  terms. 
But  that  General,  who  wis' Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  forces,  was  immediately  fcnfihle 
of  how  much  con/equence  it  was,  to  deftroy 
every  expectation  in  Amadeusofeverreafcehd- 
ing  the  throne.  He  replied  accordingly,-^That 
lie  ackiiowledged  hirafelf  his  debtor  in  all 
that  he  pofleffed, — his  eftate,  his  honours* 
and  his  dignities*  "  Your  Majefty,*'  faid  thfe 
Marechal,  **  has  made  me  what  I  am,  I  owe 
**  nothing  to  Kiiig  Charles;  and  all  my  ex- 
**  prcffions  of  obligation  are  due  only  to  your 
•*  Majefty.  But  of  all  the  favours  with 
**  which  you  have  loaded  me,  I  have  always 
**  held  the  honour  of  your  efteem  to  be  the 
**  moft  precious.  Permit  me  then,  Sire,^;  to 
"  preferve  this  honour  inviolated ;  which,  t 
*'  will  take  the  liberty  to^  fay,  I  have  acquired 
**  at  the  expence  of  that  blood  which  I  have 
"  flied  in  your  fervipe.  But  I  would  forfeit 
**  it,  Sire,  were  I  unfortunate  enough  to  prove 
"  difloyal  to  that  King  whom  you  have  fet 
**  9ver  me,  and  to  whom  you   have  boudd 

*  •*  me 
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•*  n»c  to  yield  obedience.  I  wiH  maintain  iht 
"  fame  fidelity  to  him  that  I  have  done  to  your 
•*  Majefty  i  and  I  will  lofe  the  laft  drop  of 
•'  my  blood  in  the  fupport  bf  his  throne; 
•^Atthe  fame;,tiitie,  Sire,  I  (hall  be,  it  all 
•*  times»  ready  to  give  your  Majefty  the  raoft 
•*  unequivocal  marks  of  my  refpedful  at-» 
•*  tachment  j  fully  fenfibk  that  you  will  ne-» 
•*  ver  impofe  upon  me  any  gOninijand^^  thai 
^*  may  be  incpnfiftent  with,  thaj;  juftice  and 
•*  honour  which  have  evet  atcEwmp^nied  al) 
••  my  aflions." 

On  the  28th  of  September,  ,1731,  about  Cm 
oVlock  in  the  afternoon,  Amadeus,  being 
tjhen  alone  with  his  wife  at  Montcalier,  dif-* 
ffatched  a  meflage  to  the  Marquis  del  Borgo/ 
with  orders  to  attend  him  immediately.  That 
minifter,  without  entertaining  the  flighteft 
Aiifpicion  of  the  bufinefs  oh  account  of  which 
his  prefence  was  required,  inftantly  obeyed' 
tftie  iCbmmons,  as  he  had  been  wont  to  do  bti" 
formct  occafions.  Immediately  on  his  enter-^ 
ing  the  apartment,  the  •  King  faid  to  him, 
**  Dd  Borgo,  I  have  fent  for  you  to  fup  y'ith 
•*  my  wife  and  me,  that  you  might  ernleavour, 
^  by  your  good  humour,  to  remove  a  head-ach- 
9  "  with 
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"  with  which  (lie  is  afflidled ;  and  afrer  fupper 
•*  I  will  impart  to  you  an  affair  which  will  give 
•*  you  pleafure.*'  The  Marquis,  with  the 
utmoft  refpeft,  acknowledged  the  honour 
which  his  Majefty  had  done±im,  and  took 
his  feat  at  table.  The  King  was  in  high 
fpirits  during  the  time  of  fupper,  and  enter- 
tained the  Marquis  with  a  flow  of  humour 
and  gaiety.  When  fupper  was  over,  and  the 
domeftics  retired,  the  King  addrefled  Del 
Borgo  in  the  following  terms:  **  It  hath 
**  given  me  great  pleafure  to  obferve,  that  the 
"■  King,  my  fon,  has  retained  in  his  fervice 
**  the  fame  perfons  whom  I  had  employed 
'^myfelf;  fince,  without  doubt,  be  could 
not  have  chofen  any  that  were  equal  to  you 
in  fidelity,  or  in  abilities,  or  in  experience. 
"  I  doubt  not,  at  the  fame  time,  that  you 
"  know  fufficiently,  that  it  was  I  who  ex- 
•*  prefsly  charged  my  fon  to  employ  the  famie 
**  minifters,  on  whom  I  myfelf,  during  my 
**  reign,  had  fixed  my  choice ;  and  I  hope 
•*  that,  as  well  out  of  duty  as  out  of  gratitude, 
"  you  are  ftill  firmly  attached  to  him  who 
**  has  been  the  author  of  your  fortunes/' 
The  Marquis  replied,  «  That  his  Majefty 
"  might  always  rely  on    his  obedience,  as 

«  well 
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^  well  as  on  the  afFedion  of  all  the  minifters 
**  and  officers  of  the  King  his  fon,  in  the 
^{dLtnt  manner  as  if  he  were  ftill  their  Sove- 
reign I  and  that,  with  regard  to  himfelf,  be 
would,  on  all  occafions,  embrace  every  op- 
portunity of  dcmonftrating  to  him  the 
^  moft  iincere  and  inviolable  attachment.*' 

The   King   then    refuming   that   haughty 

and  authoritative  tone,  in  which  he  had  been 

wont  to  addrefs  his  Mlnifters,  repliqd,   "  We 

*^  are  fo  fully  convinced,  Dei  Borgo,  that  you 

**  are  entirely  devoted  to  our  fervice,  that  we 

"  have  eyer  diftinguiftied  you  above  all  our 

*^  minifters,   by  our  particular   regard ;    we 

have  always  feleded  you  from  amongft  the 

reft,  in  order  to  entruft  to  you  our  moft 

irnpoilant  affairs ;  and  we  have  now  made 

*^  choice  of  you  to  be  thedepofilor  of  our  moft 

^  iecret  refolutions.     Jt  is  now  about  a  year 

^  fince  we  have  abdicated  the  throne  in  fa- 

♦^  vour  of  our  well-beloved  fon  Charles  Em- 

•*  manuel,  from  the   motives   which  we  fct 

*'  forth  at  Rivole  on  the  day  of  our  abdica- 

^  tion  ;  to  which  it  may  be  added,  that  we 

^  had  alfo  in  our  view  to  try  how  that  Prince 

•*  would  demeaa  himfelf  in  the  character  of  a 

"  Sovereign^ 
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^^  Sovereign,'  that  we  might,  in  our  lifetime^ 
^^  affifT  him  with 'our  advice^  and  be  able  M 
**  leave  you,  aftir  our  deceafe,  a  Prince 
"  worthy  of  filling  our  Throne.  And  tholigh 
"  we  have  been  eiUirielyJatisfied  with  his 
"  adminiftration,  yfet  the  intereft  of  our  ftate 
"  lays  Ua  under  an  indifpenfible  obligation  to 
"  re(upse^  ih^  reins  of  Government  imme- 
"  diatelyi  as  we  ate  now  upon  the  eve  of  fee- 
"  ing  very  important  revolutions  in  Italy^ 
"  which  might  jprove  deftrudlive  to  our  Soii^ 
**  and  to  his  fubjeds,  were  the  adminiftration 
"  then  vefted  in  a  young  Prince,  yet  inexpe- 
**  rienced  in  thofe  wiles  and  myfteries  of  po- 
**  litixial  art,  which  a  Sovereign,  who  would 
"  maintain  his  power,  is  under  a  neceflity  of 
"  employing^  For  thefe  reafons,  Marquis, 
"  we  command  you  to  deliver  up  to  us  the 
*^  Adtof  our  Abdication  ;  and  then  to  fignify 
**  our  intentions  to  our  Son,  and  to  his  Mi- 
^^  nifterfe,  in  order  that  we  may  be  inVefted 
*.*  to-morrowi  without  delay,  with  the  Sovc*. 
"  reignty  J  for  fuch  is  our  will  and  plea- 
*•  fure*'' 

A  declaration  fo  unexpedied  threw  the  Mar- 
quis into  the  utmoft  confternation }   and  he 
•       U  was 
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was  at  the  greateft  lofs  how  to  extricate  him« 
felf  from  an  affair  of  fuch  delicacy  and  dan- 
ger. For,  on  the  one  hand»  had  he  ^ven  a 
pofitive  refufal  to  this  high*fpirited  and  im* 
petuous  Princet  who  had  never  met  with  a 
refufal  in  his  life,  he  ran  the  rifque  of  throw* 
tng  him  into  a  tranfport  of  fury,  to  which  he 
himfelf  might  have  fallen  a  vidim ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  had  the  Marquis  yielded  to 
his  demands,  he  would  have  proclaimed  him- 
felf a  rebel  againft  his  jnfl  and  lawful  Sove- 
reign, and  have  incurred  the  penalty  of  high 
treafon. 

In  this  embarraffing  fitaation>  that  artful 
miniftcr,  hoping  to  efcape  the  dorm  which 
threatened  him  by  an  excufe  full  of  fubmif- 
fion  and  flattery,  replied  to  the  King,  re- 
quefting  of  him,  with  the  utmoft  humility,  to 
refled,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  reftore 
the  A^  of  Abdication,  until  he  had  firft  ob« 
tained  permiffion  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  to 
whom,  as  his  Majefty  knew,  be  bad  fworn 
fealty.  The  King,  chafed  and  enraged,  in- 
terrupted him  in  thefe  words  : — "  Del  Borgo^ 
**  do  you  acknowledge  any  other  Sovereign 
^  than  me  ?  To  whom  did  you  firft  fwear 
I  "the 
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^  die  oath  of  fealty  ?  To  mC|  or  to  my  Son  f 
**  Are  you  not  a  traitor,  both  ungrateful  and 
"  difloyal  towards  the  perfon  who  hath  raifed 
^  you  to  that  eminence  which  you  poflefs> 
**  atid  to  whom  yoii  have  this  moment  pro- 
•*  fcfled  perpetual  obedience  ?  But  I  will 
•*  eafily  find  means  to  bring  you  back  to  yout 
**  duty,  (hould  you  fail  to  obey  me  inftantly/* 

The  Marquis,  in  the  utmoft  trepidation^ 
proceeded  in  the  following  terms  i — **  Sire,  if 
**  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  liften  to  me  a 
"  moment,  you  fhall  be  convinced  that  I  am 
"  not  fuch  a  man  as  you  imagine  me  to  be. 
"  It  it  true,  that,  by  your  orders,  I  have  en- 
**  tered  into  a  new  allegiance  to  the  King  your 
**  Son ;    but,   notwithftanding  this,  I   have 
*•  ever  regarded  you  as  my  juft  and  lawful 
^  Sovereign ;  and  in  order  to  convince  you, 
•*  Sire,  of  my  entire  refpedl  and  obedience,  I 
*^  will  bring  you  the  A<a  of  Abdication  to- 
"  morrow  morning,  without  mentioning  the 
"  affair  to  any  perfon  whatfbever ;    and  the 
"  only  favour  that  I  will  reqtieft  in  return  is, 
"  that  you  fhould  juftify  my   proceeding  to 
♦*  the  King  your  Son,"  *^, 'This  anfwer  paci- 
fied Amadeus,  who,  after  having  obliged  the 
U  a  Marquis 
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Marquis  to  promife  repeatedly  that  he  woulcf 
religioufly  keep  his  word,  left  him  at  liberty 
to  retire. 

The  Marquis  had  fcafce  departed,  than  this 
Prince,  refle£ting  on  wh^t  had  pafled,  began 
to  repent  of  having  difcovered  his  intentions* 
He  began  to  entertain  a   diftruft  of  all  his^ 
Son's  minifters;    he  was  apprehenfive   that 
they  would  oppofe  his  defigns  ;  and  his  mind 
was  agitated  by  turns  with '  the  emotions  of 
ambition  and  of  revenge.     At  one  inftant,  he 
flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes    of  fuccefs 
from  the  docile  and  yielding  difpofitions  of 
his  Son  ;  at  another,  he  wa-s  tortured  by  the 
moft  agonizing  apprehenfions,  left  that  Prince, 
^fter  having  once  tafted  the  pleafures  of  un- 
bounded liberty,  and  of  abfolute  power,  (hould 
refufe'  to  fubmit  again  to  the  authority  of  a' 
Father  fo  ftern  and  rigid  as  himfelf,  and  fo 
averfe  to  the  purfuits  of  pleafure.     Such  re- 
flexions as  ihefe  funk  his  fpirit  into  the  loweft 
defpondency;    nor  did  he  knpw  of  any  re- 
fource  to  which  He  could  apply ;  but,  ftripped 
of  his  power,"  and  abandoned  by  his  friends, 
he  faw  himfelf  devoted  to  the  rigour; of  h?8 
fate:     The   Marchionefs,  who  had  hitherto 

*  .    .V  been 
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been  "wpnt  to  enliven  his  folitary  hours,  and 
to  banifh  his  cares  by  her  gaiety,  and  tender 
ofiicioufnefs,  now  durft  not  open  her  lips,  left 
(he  might  irritate  his  refentment,  and  draw 
on  herfelf  the  efFeds  of  his  difpleafure.     In 
this  ft^te  of    penfive    melancholy,   fetching 
deep  fighs,  and  at  times  giving  way  to  tranf- 
, ports  6f  outrageous  fury,  which  difcovered 
the  agitations  that  he  inwardly  underwent, 
he  walked  about  his  chamber  till  midnight, 
when  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  Marchionefs  > 
abruptly,  as  if  juft  awaking  from  a  difmal 
dream,  he  exclaimed,    "   My^  rcfolution  is 
"  formed ;— order  my  horfe  to  be  got  ready 
^  for  me  without  delay  1"    She  obeyed,  with 
much  reluftance,  unable  to  guefs  the  motive 
offofuddena  refolution,  and  not  daring  to 
make  any  enquiry.     He  mounted  his  horfe, 
attended  by  one  valet-de-chambre,  and  pre- 
fented  himfelf  at  the  gate  of  the  citadel  of 
Turin,  demanding  immediate  admittance- 
One  of  the  officers  of  the  citadel  immediately 
acquainted  the  Baron  de  St.  Remis  with  the 
arrival  of  King  Amadeus.     The  Baron  was 
aftonifhed,  and  could  fcarce  be  made  to  be- 
lieve thart  he  could  vifit.him  at  fo  unfeafon- 
able  an  hour :  he  went  himfelf,  without  de- 
U3  lay, 
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lay  to  examine  into  the  truth  ;  and  adualtj 
found  Amadeus  on  the  fpot,  extremely  impa* 
tient  to  obtain  admittance.  The  Governor 
begged  to  be  informed  what  was  his  pleafure 
with  him.  '^  Open  the  gate  this  inftant,'* 
replied  he,  **  and  1  will  fatisfy  you/'  The 
Baron  an(wered>  that  if  he  had  any  orders  to 
give  him»  he  might  deliver  them  frooi  the 
place  in  which  he  ftopd)  or  fend  them  to  him 
in  writing,  for  that  he  coiil^l  by  no  means 
open  the  gate  at  fuqh  an  hour,  without  being 
wanting  to  his  duty,  which  he  was  refolvcd 
fliould  never  be  the  cafe. 

The  King,  after  this  repulfe,  returned  tq 
Montcalier   filled   with  confufxop^  with  ap- 
prehenfions,  and  with  rage.     He  had  expe<i!i- 
ed  that  the  Baron  would  have  received  him 
into  the  citadel  without  fcruple,  becaufe  he 
owed  the  place  which  be  then  held  to  his 
good  ogices;    4pd  he  bad  flattered  bimfelf 
with  the  hopes;  that  were  he  once  admitted, 
he  might  be  able,  by  means  of  the  Governor, 
to  fet  bimfelf  at  the  head  of  the  troops  fta* 
tioned  in  that  place;  and  thus  to  compel  hi^ 
Son  to  reftore  the  crown,  if  he  fliould  not  be 
difpofed   to  furrender  it  voluntarily*.      But 

now 
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now  all  his  fchemes  were  fru(lrated»  becaufe 
he  found  oobody  inciioed  to  aflfifl:  in  pro- 
moting his  defigns.  Overwhelmed  by  the 
keeneft  agony,  he  threw  himfeif  down  on  a 
couchy  without  faying  a  word  to  the  Mm^ 
chtonefs,  who  was  {landing  by,  filled  with 
diftrefs,  at  obferving  the  afflidion  whi4:h  her 
ht^and  endured,  wbilft  (he  was  ignorant  of 
the  immediate  ciaiufe  of  his  fuflFerings^ 

No  footier  had  the  Marquis  del  Borgo  got 
back  to  Turin,  than  hehaftened  to  court,  and» 
with  the  ftrongeft  mai'k9  of  confternatioci» 
demanded  an  audience  of  the  King.  Upoai 
this  one  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Bedchamber  inn 
Hantly  aro&,  and  went  to  awake  bis  Majefty^ 
informing  liim,  with  much  trepidation,  that 
it  was  by  the  orders  of  the  Marquis  del  Bor- 
go, who  wa«  then  es^peding  him  in  an  anti^ 
chamberi  to  confer  with  him  concerning  af- 
fair^ of  thue  higheft  moipenr*  The  King  arqfe 
immediately,  and  entered  hi*  clofet,  after 
paving  g}ye^pf^cn  tp  admit  nobody  but  the 
Marqyis  only.  He  ww  then  informed  by 
that  Minifterf  that  the  l^ing  his  Father  in? 
tended,  the  next  day^  to  pefpme  the  Crown ; 
^pd  thj^t  he  had  commandet^  hini  to  reflore 
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into  his  hands  the  A€t  of  Abdication,  and^  a^ 
the  fame  time,  to  announce  his  refolution  jto 
his  Majefty  and  his  Minifters.  -The  King 
immediately  replied  to  the  Marquis,  without 
any  emotion,  *^  That  fince  he  had  afcended 
^'  the  Throne  by  his  Father's  commapd,  and 
^'  with  the  univerfal  app!;obation  of  the  peo^ 
?*  pie,  he  held  it  to  be  a  duty  which  he  owed 
"  them,  to  confult  their  fentiments  before  he 
"  refigned  his  fovereignty.''  And  as  the 
ihortnefs  of  the  time  required  decifive  mea- 
fures,  he  immediately  commanded  the  at- 
tendance df  the  Minifters  of  State,  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Turin,  the  two  Firft  Prefidents,  and. 
the  other  general  Officers  of  the  Crown,  in 
order  to  deliberate,  in  full  council,  on  an  af^ 
fair  of  fuch  delicacy  and  importance,  on 
which  depended  the  happinefs  and  tranquil- 
lity of  the  realm.  Thofe  Minifters  haying 
aflembled  w^ith  all  poffible  difpatch,  the  King 
communicated  to  them  the  intentions. of  Ama* 
deus,  informing  them,  at  the  lame  time,  that, 
for  his  own  part,  in  order  to  convince  his  Fa- 
ther of  his  filial  obedience,  and  of  his  entire  re- 
fignation  to  his  will,  he  was  ready  to  fqrren- 
der  to  him  his  Crown  v  but  that  this  was  a 
(lep  which  he  could  not  refolve  to  take,  with- 
'  put 
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out   previoufly  confulling  their   inclinations 
ind  opinions.     Upon  this  all  the  members  of 
that  illuftrious  affembly  ardfe,  and  after  tefti- 
fying  their  deep  fenfe  of  the  deference  which 
his  Majefty  had  paid  to  them,  by  a  low  bow, 
the  Archbifllop,  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  fpoke 
to  the  following  efFe<a :  *'  That  fmce  his  Ma- 
"  jefty  had  permitted  them  to  declare  their 
*'  fentiments  upon  the  fubjeft  which  was  the 
*'  occafion  of  their  meeting  at  that  time,  it 
**  appeared  to  him,   that  Amadeus   having, 
"  more  than  a  year  ago,  voluntarily  furren- 
*'  dered  the  Crown  in  the  moft  folemn  man- 
*'  ner  that  could  be  devifed,  and  for  the  rea- 
^'  fons  fet  forth  by  himfelf,  in  his  fpeech  on 
**  on  that  occafion  (which  was  inferted  in  the 
"  A6t  of  Abdication),  it  appeared  to  him,  he 
*'  faid,  that  the  King  could  not  poffibly  have 
*'  any  juft  or  reafonable  motive  at  that  time 
"  to  refume  the  Crown;  fince  he  muft  have 
"  been  fully  fatisfied  with  his  Majefty's  ad- 
"  miniftration,  which  had  been  equally  agree- 
^.'  able  to  his  fubjeds,  and  calculated  to  pro- 
f*  mote  the  eafe  of  King  Amadeus,  who  eii- 
f'  joyed  the  fubmiflion  and  refped  due  to  a 
Jf  Sovereign,  without  being  fubjedcd  to  the 
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^  troubles  and  cares  which  attend  that  exalc<* 
^  ed  ftation  :  that  for  thefe  reafons^  though 
^  that  Prince  had  fo  fooa  relrafted  what 
**  he  had  folemnljr  fworn  to  obfcrve  in* 
^*  violably,  he  did  not  appear  to  be  influenced 
^*  by  juft  and  reafonabte  motives ;  and  that 
he  ftrongly  fufpeded  that  he  was  inftigated 
in  this  affair  only  by  the  boundlefs  vaaity 
•*  of  the  Marchionefs  his  wife,  who  had  often» 
*^  fince  her  marriage,  betrayed  an  eager  de- 
^*  fire  to  be  declared  Queen ;  That  as  they 
•*  had  every  reafon  to  believe  this  to  be  the 
"  cafe,  his  Majefty  was  in  hoqour  and  duty 
**  bound  to  preferve  the  Crown,  and  to  pre?» 
•'  vent  his  fubjeds  from  falling  a  prey  to  the 
^^  infatiable  ambition  of  a  tnifchievou^  woman; 
**  That  he  could  not  help  admiring  and  apr 
^^  plauding  that  dutiful  fubqiifl^on  which  |bi| 
•*  Majefty  profefled  to  the  will  of  his  Father  j 
**  but  that,  in  this  inftance,  his  obedience,  in- 
"  ftead  of  meriting  applaufe,  would  become 
"  the  fubjeft  of  cenfure,  as  it  jA^puld  prove 
"  ruinous  to  his  own  interefts,  and  to  thofe  of 
"  his  people :  That  the  interefl:  of  the  public 
*'  fliould  ever  regulate  the  adions  of  a  Sove- 
**  reign ;  and  that  he  ought  to  rejed,  with- 
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^*  out  a  fcruple,  every  meafure  that  tended  to 
^  obftrud:  this  general  view/' 

All  the  other  members  of  the  Council  un- 
animoufly  concurred  with  this  Prelate  in  opi- 
niout  and  approved  of  the  dutiful  remon- 
ftrances  which  he  had  offered  to  his  Majefty* 
As  they  were  deliberating  concerning  thofe 
meafures  which  it  would  be  proper  to  em- 
brace, in  order  to  ward  off  the  calamities  which 
threatened  the  ftate,  they  were  interrupted  by 
a  fudden  knocking  at  the  door  of  the  hall,  in 
which  they  fat :  The  Marquis  del  Borgo,  by 
his   Majefty's  command,   went   to  examine 
what  was  the  matter,  and  found  that  it  was 
an  officer  difpatched  from  the  citadel  by  the 
Baron  de  St.  Remis,  with  a  letter    to  the 
King,  containing  an  account  of  the  late  ftep 
which    Amadeus  had  taken   there,  in  order 
to  promote    his  defigns*      The    King  and 
all    the    Council    were    fo    much    alarmed 
by    this     information,    that     they     agreed, 
with  one  voice,  on    the  neceffity  of  imme- 
diately feizing  the  perfons  of  King  Amadeus/ 
and  of  the  Marchionefs  his  wife,  in  order  to 
fecure  the  tranquillity  of  his  Majefty,  and  that 
pf  the  ftate,  which  they  threatened  to  difturb. 

The 
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The  young  King  exclaimed  repeatedly 
jigainft  this  meafure :  **  What!  make  my 
^'  Father  be  feized  !  No,"  faid  he,  *'  it  is  im- 
•*  poffible  that  I  (hould  ever  confent  to  it." 
It  was  a  long  while  before  he  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  agree  to  this  meafure  ;  and  it 
V^as  only  in  compliance  with  the  preffing  in- 
treaties  of  his  council,  that  he  was  at  length 
brought  to  give  his  confent.  When  he  fign?- 
ed  the  order,  his  hand  trembled  fo  violently, 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  was  obliged  to 
guide  his  pen. 

They  committed  the  execution  of  this  bold 
cnterprize  to  the  care  of  twenty  officers,  of 
the  moft  intrepid  refolution,  accompanied  by 
a  detachment  of  dragoons  and  infantry ;  and 
the  Count  de  la  Peroufe,  Lieutenant-General 
of  the  forces,  was  charged  with  the  office  of 
feizing  the  King,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  large 
detachment  of  troops,  entrufted  to  him  for 
that-  purpofe. .  Thefe  troops  had  been  drawn 
out  from  Turin,  and  the  places  adjacent; 
they  fallied  forth  at  the  fame  inftant  from 
their  Rations,  and,  without  knowing  the  place 
of  their  deftination,  marching  in  profound 
filence,  without  beat  of  drum,  or  found  of 
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trumpet,  they  appeared  before  the  caftle  of 
Montcalier,  the  ftation  appointed  them ;  and 
it  was  immediately  furrounded  by  dragoons. 
The  Count  dc  la  Peroufe,  attended  by  .  the 
Chevalier  de  Solave,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
guards,  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of  grena- 
diers with  mounted  bayonets,  afcended  the 
ftaircafe  which  led  to  the  King*8  apartment; 
and  the  Marquis  D'Ormea,  Secretary  of  State, 
who  carried  the  order  figned  by  King  Charles, 
with  another  detachment  of  grenadiers,  took 
poffeflion  of  the  back-ftairs,  De  la  Peroufe, 
finding  the  door  of  the  apartment  locked, 
gave  orders  that  it  (hould  be  forced  open; 
and  there  he  feized  a  page,  who  being  then  ia 
waiting,  lay  in  the  anti- chamber.  .  In  the 
fame  manner  he  advanced  forward,  forcing 
all  the  doors,  till  he  reached  the  bed-chamber* 
where  the  King  lay  with  the  Marchionefs  his 
wife.  That  Lady,  hearing  the  noife,  as  it 
approached,  arofe  fuddenly;  and  having  only 
time  to  throw  a  night-gown  around  her,  (he 
ruflied  towards  the  door.  On  feeing  fo  many 
armed  men  advancing,  {he  exclaimed,  **  Sire, 
**  we  are  betrayed  V^  They  did  not  allow  her 
time  to  fay  any  more.  Two  officers  imme- 
diately conducted  her  into  an  adjacent  apart- 
7  ment, 
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ment,  where  they  ordered  her  to  drefs  ;  and 
they  afterwards  conveyed  her  to  the  caftle  of 
Ccve,  in  Piedmont. 

Neither  the  cries  of  Madame  de  St.  Sebaf-* 
tian,  nor  the  noife  which  the  officers  made, 
had  diilurbed  Amadeus,  who  flill  continued 
funk  in  the  profoundeft  fleep.  The  Cheva- 
lier de  Solave  took  pofleiSon  of  the  King's 
fword,  which  he  obferved  lying  upon  the 
table»  and  M.  de  la  Peroufe  advanced  and 
drew  the  curtain.  The  King,  upon  thi8» 
ftarting  out  of  his  {Ieep»  demanded  what  was 
the  matter  ?  "  I  have  an  order  from  the 
•*  King,"  faid  Peroufe,  ''  to  feize  your  per- 
^  fon.'*  **  And  who  is  your  King,*'  return- 
ed Amadeus :  "  I  am  yodr  King  and  your 
•*  matter;  nor  ought  you  to  acknowledge 
any  other  as  fuch.'*  **  Your  Majefty  has 
been  my  King,"  replied  the  County  **  but 
you  are  fo  no  longer  j  and  fince  you  have 
thought  proper  to  give  us  Charles  for  our 
Sovereign,  and  to  command  us  to  obey 
**  him,  I  hope  you  will  yourfelf  be  difpbfed 
"  to  fet  us  the  example  of  loyalty." 

The 
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The  King  was  quite  tranfportcd  with  rage ; 
he  menaced  the  officers,  and  refufed  to  get 
out  of  his  bed.  He  gave  the  Chevalier  de 
Solave,  who  advanced  too  near  him,  a  blow 
on  the  bread,  and  angrily  commanded  him  to 
retire.  As  he  obftinately  refufed  to  rife,  the 
dSicers  found  themfelves  under  a  neceffity  of 
raifing  him,  and  dreffing  him  by  force.  He 
declared  that  he  wiihed  to  fill  the  throne 
again  only  for  two  hours,  that  he  might  have 
it  in  his  power  to  hang  the  mifcreants  who 
had  feduced  his  Son  ;  and  among  this  num- 
ber he  reckoned  the  principal  perfon$  at 
courtt 

When  he  was  dreffed,  the  officers  fur- 
rounded  him,  and  conduded  him  by  the  great 
fiaircafe  towards  his  chariot,  which  waited 
for  him  in  the  court.  He  appeared  con- 
founded when  he  faw  the  anti- chamber  full 
of  armed  men  j  and  the  foldiers,  who  were 
as  yet  in  the  dark  with  regard  to  the  bufinefs, 
were  aftonifhed  when  they  found  that  it  was 
their  old  King  whom  they  were  carrying  a 
prifoner.  **  What !  'tis  our  King  !"  they 
whifpered  among  themfelves :"  "  What  has 
•*  he  done?    What  are  we  about?"    The 

Count 
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Count  de  la  Peroufe,  apprehcnfive  of  a  mu-^ 
tiny,  cried  out  to  the  foldiers,  *'  By  thi 
**  King  s  authority  I  command  (ilence,  oh 
"  pain  of  immediate  death."  "   • 

The  King  found  in  the  court  a  regiment 
of  dragoons  which  he  had  always  diftinguifli-* 
ed  above  the  reft  of  his  troo^.     Their  pre* 
fence  feemed  greatly  to  afFedl  him,  and  he 
toiade  an  attempt  to  addrefs  thetti  particularly, 
tjiey  did  not  howeveif  allow  him  leifure  for 
this,  but  hurried  him  precipitately  into  his 
chariot.     The  Count  de  la  Peroufe,  and  the 
Chevalier  de  Solave,  begged  his  permiffion  to 
take  their  feats  by  him  ;  but  he  replied,  that 
this  was  what  he  would  by  no  means  allow^ 
Mounting  therefore  on  horfeback,  they-took 
their  ftations   on  each  fide  of  the   chariot, 
which  was  at  the  fame  time  furrounded  by 
the  troops ;  and  in  this  manner  the  King  was 
conduced  to  Rivole.     I  had  omitted  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  when  departing  from  Montcalicr, 
he  demanded  three  things,  his  wife,  his  pa-  < 
pers,  and  his  fnuff-box :  of  all  thefe  he  obtain- 
ed only  the  laft.     The  garrifon  of  the  citadel 
was  reinforced  that  night  with  two  regiments, 
and  that  of  Turin  was  confiderably  augmented. 

Early 
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Early  in  the  morning  the  officers  and  dra- 
goons that  guarded  Amadeus  at  Rivole  were 
relieved  by  a  body  of  600  foot ;  and  AriGt  or- 
ders were  given  to  the  commanding  officer  to 
keep!  that  Prince  always  in  fight.  For  after 
the  rcfufal  of  the  Baron  de  St.  Remis  to  ad- 
mit him  into  the  citadel,  he  had  funk  into  a 
kind  of  lifllefs  infenfibility  ;  his  fpirits  having 
been  exhaufled,  by  ruminating,  on  the  affront 
which  he  thought  had  been  offered  to  him  on 
that  occafion,  and  on  the  means  of  revenging 
it.  But  when  hie  found  himfelffeized  by  his 
own  oflScers,  and  abandoned  by  all  ihofe  who 
bad  hitherto  profefTed  the  greatefl  refpe£l  and 
attachment  to  his  perfon,  he  became  outrage- 
ous and  ungovernable.  They  were  therefore 
under  the  neceffity  of  confining  him  in  a 
room,  of  fecuring  the  windows  wdth  iron 
bars,  and  of  watching  his  adions  narrowlyf 
left  he  fhould  deftroy  himfelf,  or  commit  any. 
other  outrage.  When  the  King  obferved  the 
glazier  bufy  about  the  windows  of  his  apart- 
ment, he  demanded  what  he  meant?  '*  I 
**  mean,"  replied  he,  '*  to  furnifh  you  with 
"  a  double  cafement,  left  you  fhould  catch 

cold  during  the  winter."     "  What!  vil- 
X  *'  lain/' 
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•*  lain/'  faid  the  King,    "  do  you  imagine 


i€ 


that  I  fliall  pafs  the  whole  winter  here  ?' 
Ay,  faith,"  replied  the  glazier,  "  tl^is,  and 


**  many  more/' 


He  was  ferved  in  his  confinement  with  ail 
the  attention  and  refpe<fi  due  to  his  rank* 
The  Chevalier  de  Solare,  with  two  Captains 
of  the  guards,  had  the  charge  of  attending 
him ;  and  he  fometimes  amufed  himfelf  in 
playing  with  them  .at  billiards.  They  had 
orders  to  treat  him  with  every  mark  of  re* 
fye&, ;  but  never  to  return  any  anfwer  to  the 
tomplaints  which  he  might  be  difpofed  to  ut- 
ter in  their  prefence. 

The  Council  of  State  iffued  orders,  on  the 
fame  day,  to  arreft  the  Confeflbr  of  that 
Prince,  together  with  near  fifty  perfons  of 
•  diftindion,  who  had  entered  into  the  cabal 
with  the  Marchionefs  de  Spigno,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  dethroning  the  reigning  Prince.— 
An  exprefs  was  difpatched  to  the  Governor, 
to  the  Intendant-General  of  Chamberry,  and 
to  the  Count  de  St.  George,  his  brother,  who 
was  firft  Prefidcnt  of  that  city,  with  or- 
ders 
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defs  for  them  to  repair  immediately  to  Tu- 
tin,  to  deceive  new  InftruAions.  The  Count 
de  St.  George,  who  was  fufpeded  to  hive  en- 
gaged in  the  affair  more  deejily  thin  the  reft, 
he  being  a  near  relation  of  the  Marchionefa 
deSpigno,  was  Cent  to  the  citadel  of  Turin, 
to  be  privately  examined.  The  Count  de 
Cumiane,  her  brother,  obtained  his  pardon, 
by  difcoveririg  all  the  fecrets  with  which  his 
fitter  had  entrufted  him.  What  may  be 
Reckoned  fingularly  fortunate  for  King 
Charles  in  this  affair  id,  that  none  of  his  fub- 
jeds  wert  found  deficient  in  loyalty  towards 
him ;  and  that  he  was  not  laid  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  tarhifhing  the  glory  of  his  ireign  by 
{bedding  the  blood  of  any  of  his  fubjeds* 
Madame  de  St.  Sebaftian  funk  into  the  loweft 
dejc£tion  of  fpirits,  and  took  nb  other  fuf-* 
tenaace  than  broth,  which  fhe  herfelf  pre- 
pared. After  her  difgrace,  her  fon,  then  an 
Enfign  in  the  guards,  \tithdrew  from  Court* 
The  young  King  took  notice  of  his  abfencc> 
and  Very  generdufly  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that  he  might  again  appear  at  Court,  and 
continue  in  his  employment ;  fignifying  to 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  however  guilty 
X  2  Madame 
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Madame  de  St.  Sebaftian  had  been,  the  con^ 
fequences  would  not  be  extended  to  him; 
and  affuring  him  that  he  himfelf  woiUd  take 
the  charge  of  his  future  fortune* 
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LETTER    XXXVIII.  (Extract.) 
The  Hofpodar  of  Wallachia. 


St.  Peterfbarg,  Oft.  12,  1770. 

*  *  *  *  rpHE  Hofpodar,  or  Prince  of 
X  Wallachia,  arrived  fome  months 
ago  at  St.  Peterfburg.  He  is  a  captive.  Soon 
after  the  redufltion  of  Chotzim  he  was  taken 
prifoner  in  the  capital  of  his  dominions. 
Captive  Princes  are  objects  of  curiofity.  They 
are  like  ftars  fliorn  of  their  radiance,  and  caft 
down  from  the  firmament.  If  they  conduft 
themfelves  with  fuitable  dignity,  we  regard 
them,  even  in  their  fall,  with  veneration: 
and  according  to  the  fortitude  they  difcover, 
along  with  a  proper  fenfe  of  their  calamity, 
are  pur  feelings  of  refpedf ul  compaffion.  Be- 
fides,  in  confidering  them  as  fallen  from  ex- 
alted power,  to  a  ftate  of  humble  dependence, 
our  fentiments  are  finely  fhaded  by  obferving 
the  fleeting  weaknefs  of  human  grandeur. 
X  3  Evea 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


3IO  ANECDOTES    OF   THE 

Even  circumftances  of  no  very  important  na-r 
ture  give  a  certain  energy  to  thofe  feelings  : 
fo  that  not  only  a  graceful  deportment,  but 
even  a  good  appearance,  and  a  drefs  fuited  to 
their  character  and  fituation>  promote  and  im*? 
prove  them. 

Some  circumftances  of  this  fort  concur  in 
the  appearance  of  the  Prince  of  Wallachia. 
He  is  tall,  robuft,  aged  about  fifty,  of  a  dark 
complexion,  and  of  a  grave  afpe<£t.  He  wears 
on  the  crown  of  his  head,  which  feems  either 
bald  or  very  clofely  Ihaved,  a  fm.all  round  cap 
of  fcarlet  cloth ;  it  is  entirely  without  orna- 
ment ;  dpes  not  cover  his  ears,  nor  reaches  to 
his  neck  or  forehead,  His  body  is  wrapped 
in  a  wide  pelife  of  crimfon  cloth,  with  long 
ileeves,  Uned  with  fable,  and  flowing  down  to 
his  feet.  Jle  wears  yellow  leather  half-bootsi 
flanging  loofe  about  his  ankles  ;  and  h^s  no- 
thing about  him  very  ornamental,  excepting 
that  on  his  little  finger  he  has  a  fmall  gold 
ring,  fet  with  a  beautiful  turquoifc,  fmrround* 
ed  with  a  row  of  diamonds. 

As  he  is  of  Greek  origin,  his  being  a  man 
of  fome  accomplifhments  will  not  furprize 
you.     He  is  fond  of  mufic :  fpeaks  Latin  ^nd 

Italian, 
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Italian,  and  underftands  French,  But  he 
fpeaks  little.  Indeed  he  feems  conftitution- 
ally  gfave  and  taciturn.  He  appears  to  have 
been,  at  all  times,  a  man  of  more  pride  than 
vanity ;  and  exhibits  at  prefent  a  fine  pidure 
of  fullen  grandeur. 

He  looks,  as  doth  the  tower,  whofe  nodding  wajls 
After  the  confli£l  of  heaven's  angry  bolts. 
Frown  with  a  dignity  unmark'd  before 
Even  in  its  prime  of  ftrength. 

Alas!  in  my  next  fentence,  fo  faithful  are 
our  feelings^  at  leaft,  to  the  inierefts  of  vir- 
tue !  I  fhall  undo  the  charm ;  efface  every 
pleafing  impreiion  I  may  now  .have  given 
you ;  and  deftroy  all  the  prepoflefllons  you 
may  have  entertained  for  the  Hofpodar  of 
Wallachia.  He  i6  faid  to  have  proved  falfe 
to  the  Sultan,  and  to  be  inwardly  pleafed 
that  he  is  a  captive.  Away  theA  with  his 
princely  ftature,  his  grave  afpefl:,  his  few 
word«,  and  his  flowing  robe. — Gregory  Giko, 
for  that  is  bis  name,  wears  nothing  about  his 
neck ;  but  if  he  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Muflulmen,  it  will  probably  be  embraced  with 
{I  bowflring  *• 

*' Iff  have  not  bcm  mifinfori^e''^  !.e  was  reflored  to  bis 
4pn)i Dions  when  the  peace  was  concluded  between  the  Turks 
9Dd  RiiiHaft?^  an^  was  ^^on  afr^r  a/Tafliaatcd  in  his  palace. 

X  4  Yov 
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You  will  fay,  perhaps,  that  as  he  was  a 
Greek,  his  wiflies  were  naturally  hoftile  to 
the  Turks.  But  you  will  alfo  remember,  that 
he  was  proteded  by,  and  depended  upon,  the 
Sultan.  You  know  that  the  principalities  of 
Mold-avia  and  Wallachia,  as  well  as  the  Cri-. 
mea,  are  dependents  on  thq  Turkifli  empire ; 
and  that  their  Sovereigns,  if  they  may  be  call- 
ed fo,  are,  in  fome  meafure,  nominated  at 
Conftantinople.  In  this  view  therefore  he  is 
inexcufable.  You  will  obferve,  that  the  great 
Defpots  of  Europe  feem  defirous  of  having 
fmall  Princes,  rather  than  mighty  Potentates, 
on  the  frontiers  of  their  dominions.  Such 
neighbours  are  not  fo  formidable  :  in  cafe  of 
foreign  wars  they  ftand  in  the  way  of  inva- 
.  fion  ;  and  may  in  time  become  a  part  of  the 
neighbouring  empire.  Perhaps  the  Sove- 
reigns  of  Ruflia  would  not  be  forry  to  fee 
Finland  and  Lithuania,  no  lefs  than  the  pro-* 
vinces  of  ancient  Dacia,  ereded  into  wha^ 
they  might  be  pleafed  to  term  independent 
Dukedoms  or  Principalities.  **  Why,"  they 
will  fay,  in  the  fuperabundance  of  their  good- 
nefs,  **  ought  the  Finlanders  and  the  Lithua- 
**  nians  to  be  fulyj^rci.  to  theiiings  of  Poiu**^ 
/'  and  Sweden?*' 

It 
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It  is  impoflible  to  confider  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  diftrids  bordering  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  Danube  and  the  banks  of  the  Neifter, 
without  feeling  regret.  No  foil  is  naore  fer- 
tile ;  no  clitnatc  more  delightful ;  and  the 
Euxine,  together  with  the  navigable  rivers 
that  fall  into  it,  afford  the  means  of  intercourfe 
with  the  reft  of  the  world.  Yet  thofe  fine 
provinces^  which  might  form  of  themfelves  a 
refpedable  kingdom,  oppreffed  and  ravaged, 
are  almofl  a  defart* 
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LETTER   x:?5:xix. 

4^eqdotc5  of  the  Battle  of  I^huh^md  of 
Cqunt  Rqmanzmv^ 


Su  Peterfbarg. 

IT  gives  me  the  fincereft  plcafurc,  my  dear 
Sir,  that  our  correfpondence,  after  a  long 
interruption,  is  now  renewed ;  and  I  congra- 
tulate you,  with  all  my  heart,  on  the  pleafure 
you  will  receive  in  vifiting  France  and  Italy* 
^  «  «  « 

Long  before  this  reaches  England,  you 
will  have  heard  of  a  decifive  vidory  obtained 
by  Count  Romanzow  at  the  River  KahuU 
pver  the  Vizir  and  the  grand  Turkifli  army* 
It  will  at  leaft  determine  the  fate  of  Bender> 
which  General  Panin  has  for  fbme  time  paft 
been  very  clofely  befieging. 

.  Some  amufing  circumftances  relating  to  the 
battle  are  mentioned  here.~The  Sultan  hav-» 

ing 
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ipg  confulted  his  aftrologers,  was  told,  that  if 
the  Vizir  crofled  the  Danube  on  one  day,  and 

the  Agji  of  the  Janiflariesonanotherjboth  which 
days  were  particularly  fpecified,  and  if  they 
marched  immediately,  and  began  theif^ttacl; 
on  the  Ruffians,  they  would  prove  fuccefsfuK 
Accordingly  orders  were  fent  to  the  Vizir  to 
ziSt  agreeably  to  the  predidliona  of  the  wife- 
men  ;  and  in  (b  far  as  the  Ruffians  permitted 
them,  they  were  pundually  obeyed.  Fop 
Rdfcanzow,  by  beginning  the  attack,  has  afr 
forded  an  excufe  to  the  aftrologers  for  the 
failure  of  their  prophecy ;  and  fo  perhaps 
may  have  {aved  them  their  heads. — The  Ruf- 
fians, going  on  the  attack,  had  to  march 
through  a  field  of  wheat ;  and  the  common 
foldiers  embracing  this  opportunity  of  making 
an  addition  to  their  provifions,  filled  their 
pockets  with  the  wheaten  ears.  This  cir- 
cumftance  was  a  better  omen  to  the  General^ 
than,  were  the  predidions  of  aftrologers  ta 
the  Sultan ;  it  fhewed  him  that  his  men  had; 
no  apprehenfion  either  of  dying,  or  of  being 
farced  to  return* 

The  Emprefs  has   rewarded    Romanzow 

with  the  rank  of  Field  Maribal ;    and  has 

4  given 
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given  him  a  prefent  of  5-00  flaves,  corre- 
fponding  to  the  number  of  flain  on  the  field 
of  battle.  •  You  will  know  the  value  of  this 
prefent,  by  recolle^fJing,  that  a  great  man's 
eftate  rn  Ruffia  is  not  reckoned  by  the  extent 
of  his  lands,  fo  much  as  by  the  number  of 
boors  he  pofleffes.  They  labour  the  ground ; 
pay  him  an  annual  tax ;  and,  in  proportion 
as  their  wealth  increafes,  their  tax  is  aug- 
mented. 

Count  Romanzow,  by  his  condud  in  thisi 
campaign,  has  juftified  the  high  opinion  that 
was  generally  entertained  of  him  as  a  foldier. 
Perfons  on  whofc  veracity  and  information  I 
can  depend,  have  given  me  the  following  ac- 
count of  him. — He  poffefles  gr^at  ftrength 
of  mind,  and  is,  of  confeqiience,  very  fteady 
and  determined.  His  eagernefs  and  adlivity 
in  profecuting  every  enterprize  he  undertakes, 
are  invincible.  *  His  ambition  is  very  great; 
yet,  in  his  temper,  its  violence  may  be  coun- 
teracted by  attention  to  prefeat  intereft.  He 
is  friendly,  and  even  refpcdful  to  his  equals; 
condefcending  to  his  inferiors;  to  his  fope- 
riors  haughty  and  unpliaat.     This  difpofition 

may 
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may  prove  inconvenient  to  himfelf,  and  hin- 
der him  from  enjoying  much  happinefs  in 
attending  on  a  court;  but  it  marks  a  high- 
minded  man.  In  particular^  the  perfon  who 
refpeds  his  equals,  fhews  that  he  refpeds 
himfelf^  Perfons  of  confcious  inferiority 
alone  exprefs  a  mean  opinion  of  thofe  who 
are  in  the  fame  conditioa  with  themfelves. — 
Count  Romanzow's  abilities,  as  a  politician, 
are  faid  to  be  no  lefs  eminent  than  his  mili- 
tary talerits ;  and  his  negociations  may  per- 
haps be  no  lefs  fuccefsful  than  his  fword,  in 
putting  an  end  to  this  cruel  war. 

The  following  anecdote  of  his  youth  is  re- 
lated and  believed. — ; — His  earlieft  paffioa 
was  the  love  of  military  glory  :  his  fuperior 
underftanding  foon  convinced  him,  that  im- 
provement in  his  profeffioh  could  not,  at  that 
time,  be  obtained  in  Ruflia ;  and  his  eager- 
nefs  determined  him  to  a  meafure  which  his 
perfeverance  and  addrefs  enabled  him  to  exe-t 
cute.  He  left  his  own  country  without  the 
knowledge  of  his  friends,  and  enlifted  as  a 
private  foldier  in  the  army  of  his  Pruffian 
Majefty,     Here  he  continued  for  fome  time  ; 

was 
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Ivas  at  length  difcovcred  ;  received  promd^ 
tion  fuited  to  his  rank ;  and  did  not  return  tc* 
RufEa'but  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
his  Sovereign.  This  anecdote  receives  fome 
confirmation  from  an  expreffion  in  a  letter 
from  Romanzow  to  the  Britifh  Ambafladorj 
delivered  by  a  Scotch  officer  who  had  been 
tecommended  to  him  by  his  Lordfliip,  and 
who  ferved  with  diftinguiflied  honour  to 
himfelf  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Ruffian  army. 
Of  that  letter  *,  written  originally  in  French ^ 

the  following  is  an  extradi: "  Iconfefs 

•V  I  have  always  been  ambitious  of  having 
"  the  good  opinion  of  your  nation.  I  had 
**  much  intetcourfe  with  the  natives  of  youf 
••  country  in  my  youth  j  and  I  reckon 
**  among  thefn  many  particular  friends. 
'*  Befides  the  obligations  I  owe  to  the  late 
•*  Marefchal  Keith,  that  is  to  fay,  all  the 
"  knowledge  I  have  in  my  profeffion,  and 
*'  confequently  all  my  fortune,  fhali  make 
•*  me,  on  all  occafions,  ardently  defire  to 
•*  render  jufttce  to  the  merit  of  Engli(hmen. 
•*  It  is  a  fort  of  retribution ;    and  the  wor- 

*  Commonicated  to  me  by  the  gentlemtD  who  h«d  beta 
recommended  to  Count  Romanzow^ 

*^  ihicft 
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••  thieft  incenfe  I  am   capable   of  ofFering 

^^  to  the  manes  of  that  great  man/* The 

letter  is  written  with  the  fpirit  of  a  foldier  ; 
with  the  poUtenefs  of  a  gentledian;  and,  I 
may  add,  with  the  elegance  of  a  fine 
writer. 

I  amt  yours^  8cc« 
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LETTER     XL. 

To  a  Lady^  ivho  had  gone  to  London  foom  St. 
Peter/burg^  requejling  her  Return. 


St.  Pcterfbarg,  Dec.  23,  1770. 

ALLOW  me,  Madam,  to  tell  you,  that  by 
remaining  in  London,  inftead  of  return- 
ing to  Ruflia,  you  neither  confult  your  own 
intereft  nor  ours.  I  will  give  the  reafon  in  a 
comparifon.  You  have  probably  obferved  in 
a  frofty  evening,  and  fuch  evenings  are  not 
fcarce  in  Su  Peterfburg,  that  there  are  fewer 
ftars  in  the  north-weft  quarter  of  the  Iky 
than  in  any  other.  You  will  alfo  have  ob- 
ferved, that  any  bright  ftar  that  condefcends 
to  fhine  there,  does  more  good  than  if  it  (hone 
in  the  milky  way;  it  feems  to  illuminate 
thofe  who  would  otherwife  have  fat  in  dark* 
nefs ;  and,  of  confequence,  as  the  reward  of 
fuch  condefcenfion,  it  draws  much  more  at- 
tention, and  is  much  more  admired.  The 
5  application 
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hot  prevail,  aiid  thit  libthltig  rfi^  be  left 
iinatteaiptedt  I«  ifi  tty  JHfo  ^h!at  terft  irfay 

do. 

LESBIA,  return — I  Caniiot  fay 

To  flowery  fields,  ind  feafons  gay : 

The  Mufe,  defpbnding,  cannot  fing 

Of  the  iwefet  garniture  of  fpring ; 

Of  funny  hills,  and  verdant  vales. 

And  groves,  dnd  ftreaiiis,  and  gentle  gdlfei  i 

Thefe,  in  more  hbfpitdble  climes, 

May  run  melliflueiit  in  my  rhymes : 

For  Winter,  hoaf y  and  feveriei. 

Rules  an  itapdrioiis  defpot  here; 

In  chains  the  Headlong  flood  he  binds; 

He  rides  iinpetuouS  on  the  winds ; 

Beforfe  hiih  awful  foreft^  bend, 

And  tempeils  in  his  train  cotitend. 

But  what  tho*  wintry  winds  prevail^ 

And  Boreas  fends  his  rattling  haiU 

Siberian  fnows,  and  many  a  blafl;^ 

Howling  along  the  dreary  wafte, 

From  Samolda  to  the  fhores^ 

Where  black  with  ftdrms  thfc  Enxiriefdai'Si 

Thy  blamelefs  wit,  thy  polifliM  fenfei 

Can  eafe  and  gaiety  difpenfe. 

Y  Ctittie 
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Come»  th^n^  enchanting  Maidi  and  bring 
The  kindly  influence  of  Spring  i 
,   G)me,  with  thy,  animating  air, 
And  Nature's  weary  wafte  repair. 
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LETTER    XLt; 

Prince  Henry  of  PriiJ/ia  at  St.  Peterjhurg^^d 
fplendid  Mafquerade  and  Fire^Wotk'si 


UeAR   sIr,  St.  P(Bterli)arg,  Jan.  4.  1771. 

THIS  city,  fince  the  beginning  of  wintefi 
has  exhibited  a  continued  fcene  of  fef« 
tivity  and  atnufement :  feafts,  balls,  concertsi 
plays,  operas,  fireWorks,  and  mafquerades  in 
cdhftant  fuccefiion;  and  all  in  honour  of,  and 
to  divert  his  Royal  Hightiefs  Prince  Henry  of 
Ptuffia,  the  famous  brother  of  the  preferit 
King.  Yet  hii  Royal  Hightiefs  does  not 
feem  much  diverted.  He  looks  at  them  as  aa 
^Id  cat  looks  at  the  gambols  of  a  yoiing  kit^ 
ten ;  or  as  one  who  had  higher  fport  going*  ' 
on  in  his  own  mind,  than  the  patlime  of  fid"* 
dling  and  dancing* 

He  came  here  about  the  beginning  of  No- 

^dmber,  on  pretence  of  a  friendly  vifit  to  the 

,Emprefsj    to  havt    the  happinefs  of  wait-* 
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iog  on  fo  magnanimous  a  Vnnctki  and  to  (ec^ 
with  his  own  eyes  the  progrefs  of  thofe  im— 
menfe  improvements  fo  highly  celebrated  by 
Voltaire>  and  tjic  ErcncbArriters^  who  receive- 
gift&  from  her  Maj^fty.  As  the  Queen  of 
Sheba  had  beard  of  King  Solomon  s  '<  ada' 
**  and  wifdwn;"  and  *•  came  to  (be  whether  fhe^ 
"  had  heard  a-true  report  of  them  in  her  owa^ 
**  land;"  fo  alfo  this  royal  Prince  hath  come 
to  vifit  this  oHghty  Princefs*  It  avay^  be  teo^. 
that,  like  the  Queen  of  Sheba*  he;  i&  come  to 
prove  her  Majqfty.  with  •*  hard  queftionfi  j*'  iC 
fo^  he  may  depend  upon  getting  anfwers  to 
^all  his*  queftions;^  and  if  he  has  any  defires 
which  flie  can  grant»  (he  will  ^^  ^ant  him  bia:^ 
**.  heart's,  defire/'  I  could,  with  the  grcateft 
eafe^  make  out  an  excellent  parallel,  in  which 
the  precious  ilones^  the  camels  and  aflea 
brought  by  the  Shebao  Potentate  to  Jerufa-- 
lem,  would,  I  affure- you^  make  no  comr 
temptible  figure^ 

But  do  you  feriouftf  imagine,  that: 
this  creature  of  fkin  and  bone^  fhould  tra- 
vel through  Sweden^  whence  be  i%  come 
at  p^eient,  and  Finland,  and  Polapd)  ^alL' 
lor.  the  pleafure  of  feeing^  the  n)etropoli9  an4 
.       •f  Emprdli* 
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Emprefe  of  Ruffia  ?  Other  Princes  -may  pui> 
afuc  fuch  paftimc;  but  the  Princes  <>f  th* 
Hodfe  of  Brandratbtrrg  fly  at  a  noblir  quarry • 
Or  is  the  King  of  Pruffia,  as  a  tame  fpeajator, 
to  reap  do  advantage  from  the  troubles  ttf 
Poland,  andthfc  Tutki(h  war  I  What  is  th« 
meaning  of  his  hite  conferences  with  the  Em-^ 
peror  <3f  43erniahy  ?  Depend  upon  it,  thefe 
plancttuy  conjundiona  are  the  forerunners  of 
^reat  erents.  Time,  and  perhaps  a  few 
months,  may  utifoH  the  fccret.  You  will  re* 
colled:  the  figds,  when  y<Hi  fhall  hear  after 
this  oF  changes,  xifurpations>  4nd  revdluiions* 

Prince  Henry  of  PriiiTu  is  one  of  the  moft 
-celebrated  Cenerals  of  the  prtfent  age.  S^ 
greit  are  iiis  military  talents,  that  his  bro- 
ther, who  is  not  apt  to  pay  compliments,  fayf 
of  him,-r;lhat  in  commanding  an  army  he 
was  never  known  to  commie  a  fault.  This, 
4iowever,  is  but  a  neg^tivfe  kind  of  pf^ife.  He 
.referves  td  himfelf  the  glotf  of  fuperior  ge^ 
nius,  which,  though  .tfapable  of  brilKant  at- 
chievcments,  is  yet  Hable.to  unwary  fniftakes ; 
.and  allows  him  no  other  than  the  pr^ife  of 
^orrednefs.  To  judge  of  hm  bjr  his  appear- 
.^uce^  J  ihould  form  no  high  eftimate  of  hi& 

Y3     '  abiUties. 
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abilities.  But  the  Scyihlan  ambaflador^ 
judged  in  the  fame  manner  of  Alexander  thQ 
Great.  He  is  under  the  middle  fize ;  very 
thin;  he  walks  firmly  enough,  or  rathec 
(Iruts,  as  if  he  wanted  to  walk  firmly ;  and 
has  little  dignity  in  his  air  or  geftqre.  He 
Is  dark-complexioned  ;  and  he  wears  bis  hair> 
which  is  remarkably  thick,  clubbed,  aad 
drefled  with  a  high  toupee.  His  forehead  is 
high  ;  his  eyes  large,  with  a  little  fquint ;  aod 
when  he  fmiles,  his  upper  lip  is  drawn  up.  a 
little  in  the  middle.  His  look  expreifes  fa* 
gacity  and  obfervation;  but  nothing  very 
amiable :  and  his  manner  is  grave  and  flifF 
rather  than  afFabk.  He  was  drefled,  when  I 
firft  faw  him,  in  a  light-blue  frock,  with  fil-^ 
Ter  frogs  J  arid  wore  a  red  waiftcoat  and  blue 
breeches.  He  is  qot  very  popular  among  the 
Ruffians  ;  and  accordingly  their  wits  are  dif* 
pofed  to  amufe  themfclves  with  his  appear- 
ance^ and  particularly  with  his  toupee.  They 
lay  he  refembles  Samfon  ;  that  all  his  ftrength 
lies  in  his  hair ;  and  that,  confcious  of  this, 
and  recoUeftipg  the  fate  of  the  fon  of  Ma- 
poah,  he  fufFers  not  the  nigh  approaches  of 
any  deceitful  Dalilah,  They  fay  he  is  like 
the  cornet,  which,,  about  fifteen  months  ago, 

appeared 
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appeared  fo  formidable  in  the  RufEah  hemi-' 
fphere ;  and  which,  exhibiting  a  fmall  watry  ^ 
body,  but  a  mpft  enormous  train,  difmayed 
the  Northern  and  Eaftern   Potentates   witk 
•' ,  fear  of  change.*' 

I  faw  him  a  few  ^nights  ago  at  a  mal^ue-  -" 
radein  the  Palace,  faid  to  be  the  moft  magni- 
ficent thing  of  the  kind  everfeen  at  the  Ruf- 
fian Court.     Fourteen  large  rooms  and  gal-  • 
leries  were  opened  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  mafks ;    and  I  was  informed  that  there 
were    prefent  feveral  thoufand  people.      A 
great  part  of  the  company  wore  dominos,  or^ 
capuchin    dreflcs.       Though,  befides   thefe, 
fomQ  fanciful  appearances   afforded  a  good 
deal  of  amufement.     A  very  tall  "Goffack  ap-' 
pcared  cfompletely  arrayed  in  the  ^*  Hatiberk's 
♦*  twifted  mail."     He  was  indeed  very  grim 
and  martial.    Perfons  in  embleniatical  dreffes, 
reprefenting    Apollo    an4    the   Seafons,  ad- 
drcffed  the  Emprefs  in  fpeeches  fuited  to  their 
charafters.      The   Empreft   herfelf,   z,x,    the 
time  I  faw  her  Majefty,  wore  a  Grecian  habit; 
though  I  was  afterwards  told,  that  (he  varied 
her  drefs  two  or  three  times  during  the  maf- 
querade.     Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia  wore  a 
Y  4  white 
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wW^  ^ofnj^,    Sever?!  p?rfoqs  ^ppefire^  ^ 
tl)?.  <Jreff€8  pf  fJ.i|P^er.ept    nations,   jChipele, 
Turks,  Pfrfipp,  a|)d  ^jroiiii^ijys.     Th?  motf 
hpniqro}i§    ^pd     ^fqtaftl^al    |ig^rf    ww    a 
Frenchman,  who,  with  wonderful  nimWenefs 
and  dexterity,  reprefented  an  overgrown,  but 
very  b^^vtiifu^.  ^moi^     Jde.  chattei^d  with  a 
^r?at  !^?1  pf  Ipkit  5  i*9^  few  (hfiuWera,  covered 
With  grpfp  fcjitbfrf,  ^^fyrpgi  adniJraWytbe  : 
pafi  pf  lying*,    ^p  dfpvf  tba  «ttentif>n  ^.  the 
E^preff ;  ^^|f)g  vsa^fotvffi^-f  h^,  W«fq«ite 
l^aP&?5    fluttered  hip  plyniagej    pj^f.  (fiQ?, 
fpcechqt  in  Ruf§,  frpp^h,  ajnd  to|er{iy?  E^g-. 
]i^  I  the  Ia4ies  wcr^  (SXfee/din^Iy  div^irtpd  { 
every  body  laughfd  bMjt  Prince  Hi|niy,whq . 
fl^o4  b^fiilp  th?  E^jnprefs,  and  was  (o  gr?,y^ 
apd  To  folepnni,  that  h?  would  have  p^JTcirn^f^:: 
his  p^rt  fppft  ^dmjf^bly  in  tjjp  |h»p^  fi€.?ni; 
pwj.     Th?  parrot  qbierved  him  }  yrasijpier- 
jnjniid  ,^Q  hav?.  reyengp  J  and  hftviog  iji^d  ?«. 
inany  good  flying?  as-hecg^id  to  her  Mftip^y. 
Jie  was  bsppipg  aw.iiyj  |>ut  juH  as  h<f.  waf 
going  pjit  <»f  th^  cjrcle,  feeming  to  recplle^ 
nimfelf,'  he  flopped,  lool;ed  over  his.  (hbtild^r 
fit  the  formal  Prince,  and  ^uite  in  tjis  parrot. 
fone   and   French  JicCi^n^  he  addrcffed  him 

jnoft  einphatically  wi^U  fifm-t!  ffen^i !  ^^i  i. 
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flifid  <!ben  diving  into  the  crowd,  difappeared. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  was  difconcerted ;  he 
was  forced  to  fmile  in  his  own  defence,  and 
the  company  were  not  a  little  amufed. 

At  midnight  a  fpacious  hall  of  a  circular 
form,  capable  of  containing  a  vaft  number  of 
people^  and  illuminated  in  the  moft  magnifi*^ 
cent  manner,  was  fuddenly  opened.    Twelve 
jtables  were  placed  in  alcoves  around  the  fides 
of  the  rooo),   where  the  Emprefs,    Prince 
Henry,  and  a  huodred  ;ind  fifty  of  the  chief 
npbility  and  foreign  minifters,  &t  down  to^ 
fupppp*     The  reft  of  the  company  went  u^^ 
by -flairs  on  the  outfide  cf  the  room  into  tii^ 
Jofty  gaUefies,  placed  all  abound  on  the  infide.' 
Sqcb  a  row  of  mafiked  vifagcs,  many  of  them 
wi^grotefque  features  and  bufhy  beards,  nod- 
ding from  the  fide  of  the  wall,  appeared  very 
iildicrovs  tp  thofe  below.    The  entertainment 
wa*  Ci^Uyeaed  with  a  concert  of  muficj  and 
at;  different  intervals  perfons  in  various  habits 
entered  the  hall,  and  exhibited  Coflacfc,  Chi- 
npfe,  Pojifli,  Swediflb,   and   Tartar    dances. 
The  whole  vvas  fo  gorgeous^  and  at  the  fame 
time  fo  fantaftic,  that  I  could  not  help  think* 
ing  myfelf  prefent  af  fome  of  the  magnifi- 
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cent  feftiyal§  defcribed  In  the  old-fa^ioned 
rpn^ances ; 

themarfhal'd  feaft 
Serv'd  tip  ifi  hall  v?ith  few^rs  and  feaefhaU. 

The  reft  of  the  company,  op  returning  to  the 
rooms  adjoining,  found    prepared  for  them . 
alfo  a  fumptiious  banquet.      The  n^afquerade 
began  at  fix  in  the   evening,  and  continued 
till  five  next  morning. 

Befides  the  mafquerade,  and  other  fcfttvi-  ' 
tips,  in  honour  of,  and  to  divert  Pfince 
IJenry,  we  had  lately  a  mbft  magnificent 
ftiew  of  fireworks.  Tfiey  were  exhibited  in  a 
wide  fpace  before  the  Winter  Palace-;  and,  in 
truth,  "beggared  delcription.''*  -They  dif- 
played,  by  a  variety  of  emblematical  figures,^ 
thereduaion  of  Moldavia,  WallachiaV  BefFa-  ' 
rabia,  and  the  various  conquefts  and  vrdories 
atchieved  fince  the  comhiencement  of  the  pre- 
fent  war. .  The  various  colours,  tlie  bright 
green,  and  the  fnowy  white,  exhibited  in 
thefe  fireworks,  were  truly  aftonifhing.  For 
the  fpace  of  twenty  minutes,  a  tree  adorned 
with  the  lovelieft  and  moft  verdant  foliage, 
feemed  to  be  waving  as  with  a  gentle  breeze. 
It  was  entirely  of  fir^i  and  durinjg  the  whole 
t  of 
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pf  this  ftupendous  fcene,  an  arch  of  fire,  Iqr 
the  continued  throwing  of  rockets  and  firc^ 
balls  in  one  direction,  formed  as  it  were  a 
fui table  canopy, 

On  this  occafion  a  prodigious  multitude  of 
people  was  aflbmbled ;  and  the  Emprefs,  it 
was  furmifed,  feemed  uneafy.  ^  She  was 
afraid,  it  was  apprehended,  left  any  accident, 
like  what  happened  at  Paris  at  the  marriage 
of  the  Dauphin,  fhould  befal  her  beloved 
people,      i  hopie  I  have  amufed  you ;   and 

jpyer  am, 

Yours,  &c. 
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LETTER    XLII. 
'^/iccount  of  the  CoTt/ccration  ^  the  Waterti 


DEAR   S  I  R»  St^tteterAargy  Jam  7.  i^ju 

ONE  of  the  moR  magnificent  ceremonies 
in  the  Gi'^ek  church,  and  that  which 
feems  chiefly  to  draw  the  attention  of  ftran- 
gers  is,  the  confecraiion  of  the  waters.  It  is 
performed  twic:e  in  the  year ;  but  the  moft 
fplendid  difplay  of  this  ceremony  is  exhibited 
on  the  6th  of  January,  and  is  performed  in 
commemoration  of  the  baj^ifm  of  our  Sa- 
viour. As  I  was  yefterday  prefent  at  this 
folemnity,  I  fliall  mention  tP  you  fome  of 
thofe  cirqumftances  in  the  (hew,  which  feem^ 
«d  to  me  moil  remarkable. 

A  pavilion,  fupported  by  eight  pillars,  uij- 
der  which  the  chief  part  of  the  ceremony  wa^; 
performed,  was  erefted  on  the  Moika,  a 
ftream  which  enters  the  Neva  between  the 

Winter 
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Winter  Palace  and  the  Admiralty.  On  the 
fbp  was  a  gilded  figure  of  St.  John :  on  the 
fides  were  pictures  of  our  SaTbur,  reprefent^ 
ed  in  diflferent  &tuation€ ;  and  within,  imme- 
diately over  the  hole  which  was.  cut  through 
the  ice  into  the  water,  was  fufpended  the 
figure  of  a  dove.  The  pavHion  was  fur- 
rounded  with  a  temporary  fence  of  fir- 
branches  }  and  a  broad  lane  from  the  palace 
was  defended  on  each  fide  xna,  fimilar  man- 
ner. This  paOagc,  by  which  the  proceffion . 
advancedr  was  covered  wkh  red  doth*  The 
banks  of  the  river,  and  the  adjoining  ftrects» 
were  lined  witk  foldiers.  The  Moikat  in  ho- 
:nour  of  the  event  commemorated  by  tiiis  fo^ 
lemnity,  is  always  dignified,,  on  tfaue  6th  of 
January,  with  the  name  of  the  river  Jordan. 

On  the  prefent  occafioA  the  Arehbifliop^ 
of  Novogrod  prefided  ;  and  the  firft  part  of 
the  fervice  was  performed  ih  the  Imperial 
chapeL  The  proceflion  then  advanced,  by  the' 
paflage  abovementiened^  to  the  Jordan  of  the' 
day.  It  codfifted  of  muficians,  inferior  clergy, 
and  dignified  dergy,  with  all  their  ufual  pa-'^ 
ride  of  tapers,  banners,  lofty  mitres,  and- 
flowing    robes^      They  ranged    themfelvea 

withiii' 
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witb'io  the  pavilion,  and  were  foon  after  join- 
ed by  another  proceflion  of  fuch  of  the  Em-^ 
prefs's  Court  and  Family  as  chofe  to  be  pre- 
ient  at  this  folemnit^ ;  for  the  Emprefs^ 
owing  to  fome  indifpofition,  wasabfent.  -Na 
parade  of  Priefts  and  Levites,  even  in  the 
ifays  of  Solomon,  and  by  the  banks  of  Shiloh, 
could  be  more  magnificent.  After  the  rite 
was  perforthed  with  cuftbmary  prayers  and 
KymnS,  all  Who  were  prefent  had  the  happi- 
jlefs  df  beitig  fpHnkled  with  the  water  ihiis 
ctohfecrated  and  rendered  Holy.  The  ftan- 
dards  of  the  army  and  the  artillery  received 
fiihilar  confecration ;  and  the  rite  was  con* 
eluded  with  a  triple  difcharge  of  mufquetry* 

The  Ruffians  conceive  that  the  water*  thusi 
faiidifiedj  poffefles  the  moft  lingulkr  vif-  - 
tues.  Accordingly  the  multitude  who  were 
aifembled  on  the  outllde  of  the  fence,  and  the 
guard  furrpunding  the  pavilion,  when  the 
ceremony  was  over,  rufhed  with  ungoverned 
tumult  to  wa(h  their  hands  and  their  faces  ia. 
the  hallowed  orifice.  What  pufliing  and 
bawling,  and  fcolding  and  fwearing— to  get 
rid  of  their  fins!  the  Priefts  of  different 
churches,  and  many  other    pcrfons,  carried 
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Jbome  with  thfem  large^  quantities  of  holy 
VAter ;  aind  believed  themfelves  in  poffeffioli 
of  a  moft  invaluable  treafure.  For  they :  a]p^- 
prehend,  that  it  is  not  only  bleffed  with 
fpirituai  energy,  and  is  efficacious  in  wa(h<» 
ing  aWay  the  difeafes  of  the  foul,  but  is  alfoa 
ipvcreign  .antidote  againft  the  malign  in- 
jiuences  of  evil  fpirits;  and  may  be  prefcrib^ 
cd  with  great  advantage  againft  the  pains  and 
maladies  of  the  body.-*--— ^A  Lady,  as  tfie 
fiory  goes,  had  a  child  ill  of  a  fever ;  many 
medicines  were  tried,  but  without  efFed :  fhe 
was  at  length. previailed  with  to  adminiftet 
holy  water:  it  was  many  months  after  the 
time  of  confccration ;  the  water  was  fpoilt ; 
but  £he  did  not  believe  it  was  fo :  for  fuch 
water  is  reckoned  incapable  of  fpoiling.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  fhe  adminiftered  a  copious 
draught;  and  the  child  died.  But  having 
been  poifoned  by  the  waters  of  Jordan,  the 
mother  could  not  repine* 

On  the  fame  principle,  all  infants  who 
are  baptized  with  the  water  of  the  facred 
orifice,  are  fuppofed  to  derive  from  it  the 
moft  peculiar  advantages.  Parents  therefore 
are  very  eager,  even  at  the  hazard  of  their 

childrens' 
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cbtldreQa'  lives,  ta  embrace  the  bleffed  ccci-' 
iion.  I  have  heard  that  a  prieft^  in  iffidier- 
iiQg  a  child»  for  ba|ttiifn  is  performed  bc^  hj 
the  immerfion  of  the  whole  bddyi  Ictt  k  iKpj 
through  inattention^  into  the  watter.  The 
child  ^as  drowned ;  bat  the  holy  man  fnSer^ 
ed  no  confternstion.  *^  Give  one  anmber^** 
laid  te,  with  the  utiisoft  coasfotvtttif  **  for  the 
^'  Lord  hath  tafaen  this  to  himfelf/'  The 
EmiH-efSy  however,  having  otiier  ufesp  for  her 
fofaje^St  and  not  defiriog  tbat  the  Loni 
ihould  have  any  more  ia  thait  way  at  leaft^ 
gave  orders,  that  all  children  to  be  baptized 
Mt  the  Jordan,  ffaould  faencefinrtii  be  let  doli^ 
in  a  bafloet.     Adieu# 
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t  E  t  t  E  R    XLin.    (ExtRAcf .) 


To  the  Reverend 


Concerning   the  EffeSi  of  pompous    religious 
kites  on  the  l^eVotiSn  of  tl)e  Worjhippet. 

*  *  *  *  ¥.  AM  more  than  ^ter  of  ydur  opi-* 
**  nion,  that  fimplicity  ought  to 
reign  in  the  forms  of  religious  worftiip.-^— * 
•*  Piety,  and  a  fenfe  of  the  Supreme  Being,'* 
as  I  hare  heard  you  obferve,  ♦'  ought  not  to 
i«  be  mere  holiday  raiment,  or  a  cloke  to  be 
**  worn  only  on  Sundays.  The  fentiments; 
**  and  difpofitions  produced  by  true  religion 
**  ought  to  be  mingled  with,  and  form  a  part 
**  of  our  temper.  We  ought  to  entertain 
*« /them  habitually  in  our  minds,  and  carry 
•*^them  with  us  evdn  to  fcenes  of  bufinefs  and 
^^  of  amufement.  They  will  render  bufinefs  [ 
*•  agreeable,  and  heighten  the  pleafure  of  the 
*♦  ryral  walk."  Thefe  are  your  do<3:rine», 
..•:.;...-•?:.  [  and 
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and  they  are  well  founded.     But  if  we  think 
It  effential  to  the  exefoifes  of  devotion,  that 
our  minds  be  much  elevated  and  tranfportedj 
if  we  muft  feel  violeat  raptures  and   ftrong 
emotions,  we  deceive  ourfelves.     Thefe  tran- 
fpotts  are  of  little  fervice.     Extacy  foon  fub- 
fides ;  the  refolutions  which  it  Occafions  are  no 
lefs  tranficnt  J  they  vanifli  with  the  mood  that 
produced  them ;  they  are  a  gaudy  ftrudture, 
but    have  no  foundation.     Pompous   cere*** 
monies,  glaring  pidures,  and  even  raviihing 
inuiic,  havei  no  doubt,  very  pleafing  eflFe^ts  j 
but  they  rather  tend  to  produce  wild  enthu* 
f^afm,  than  meek   religion.     I  had  lately  a 
tvhimfical  inftance«     At  a  very  tnagnificcnt 
cercfnoiiy  of  the  Greek  church,  at  which  I 
was  prcfent,  every  thing  was  contrived   to 
work  on  the  fenfes,  and  inflame  the  imaginsi** 
tion  :  Solemn  procclfiona  of  mitred  Pricfts— * 
a  refpeftable  and   numerone  atldicrice— the 
Emprefs  of  this  great  empire,  and  all  hef 
Goiirt— evefy  one  with  the  geftutcs  and  face 
of  dcvotioii — myfterious  forms— and  fblemil 
Inufic.    I  was  ftruck !    'tis  a  falfe  religioni 
faid  I  to  myfelf  t   but  ftili  I  wds  amazed  M 
what  I  felt ;  and  almoft  joined  in  worfhipping 
the  glaring  Saints      >  nl  was  next  night  at 
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in  txijuifite  opera  t  the  mufic  rapturous— the 
fcenery  like  Enchantment — the  theatre  lofty— 
the  drefleS  magnificent — atid  the  dancing, 
Which  wai  intermixed,  refembled  the  light 
iairy  geftures  pf  fylphs  or  praeternatural 
being$.  In  one  party  4  PriefteTs  of  Dian$j  ac- 
companii^d  with  a  chorus,  confiAing  of  aa 
hundred  Priefls  atid  Nymphs,  fung  hymqs  to 
the  Goddefs :  it  was  aiFeding.  **  It  is 
**  ftrange^  thought  Ij  yefterday  I  was  of  the 
«^  Greek  perfuafion ;  and  I  am  this  night  a 
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LET  t  E  R    XLIV*, 

Obfervations  on  the  Puni/hment  of  Crimes^  iti 
Atipwer  to  the  Thirty-fecond  Letter  in  this 
ColleSiion^  concerning  the  Adminifiration  bf 
Juftice  in  RuJ/la^ 


DEAR    SIR, 

THERE  areTeveral  circumftantes  in  your 
fituation  which  rauft  afford  you  a  great 
deal  of  pleafure,  efpecially  the  opportunity^ 
which  you  enjoy,  and  which  I  fee  you  do  act 
negka,  of  comparing  the  condition  of  man- 
kind in  foreign  countries  with  that  which 
you  were  acquainted  with  at  honie^  and  of 

*  The  Author  of  this  Volaiffe  had  no  notion,  when  he 
wrote  the  Thirty-fecond  Letter,  of  the  merit  it  was  about  to 
have  with  his  Readers.  It  produced  this  Anfwer^  which  thd 
ingenious  Wrifer  has  oioft  obligingly  allowed  him  to  publifli. 
If  the  Editor  coofld  have  prefented  t^try  other  Letter  in  the 
coileAion  fo  well  fapported  as  that  which  has  occafioned  this 
return,  the  fdicitude  he  now  feels  on  coming  befofe  the  Public^ 
might  perhaps  have  been  le&ned. 
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obferving  thfe  Yarieties. which  the  difference* 
between  thiein  prodRccs  upon ,  ia«an.eii6  und; 
character.  It  ie*  flattering  to  ouf  jifttionaL 
pride,  that- you  ,have  hithei:tQimet  with  no-^ 
tiding  that  fiends  19  weaken,. y our  laitechmenfc 
to  tfee  liberJy  &ad  tl^:  cuftoto^^of  yout  counr) 
tryn^W-  .    '      •.    ■  ..  /•-  •   ^  -  •  ■  /  /-  •  -'    --^ 

'  In  your  enquirieSji  the  varioiis.  regulation^ 
bJF  police  defervedly  'occupy  a  part. of  ypur^ at- 
tention J  and,  among  thefe,  the  laws ,  jrelatine 
to  the  prevention  or  punifhment  of  frime^ 
certainly  occupy  a  very  diftinguiflied  pl^c?^ 
Every  good  citizen  ougtit  esirqeftly  -  to  wifh^ 
that  the.  magiftrate  itpuid  bp  enabled  to 
watch  over  the  inter^fts,  pf  .^11  the  individual^ 
l^elbnging  to  the  community,  and  to  reftrjiii} 
any  perfon  ,  whatey&r .  frpm  violating  theif 
right^.  .  For  the  fake  of  abfolute  feeuritj^ 
from  41  injuries  to  his  ^perfon. or  prqperty^Jb^^ 
might  perliaps  be  difpofcd  to  facri^cs/evera} 
other  valuable  priyilej^es,  .     ...     .^    .  ,   .;  .  .  ,' 

There  ^are  tegiilations  ^nd  eftaWifhinents 
of  *pbliw  in  other  countries,  which  tend  more 
efFeftually  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from*  thfe 
fraud  and  violence  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
than  any  provifions  that  have  been  made  by 
Z  3  our 
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oar  lawB.  I  entirely  acquiefce,  hic>N«reyer,  in 
your  judfmcnt,  that  fimUar.  plains,  fdr  pre- 
ventidn  of  crifnes,.  ^^voiAd  bntf  ^tended  mtl^ 
great  and  imu>i?ie«t  4ang^r,  if  they  were 
$Nio|Aed  ifk  Britaiti. '  It  |6  not  to  1>fe  dgaicif, 
that»  m  this  iflan^,  4^ntvg  attacks  liaye  pftei^ 
been  made  \}y  defper^te  inciiyiduals  upon  the 
perfons  and  properties  of  pen;  and,  on  ac- 
count of  thefe,  pur  unequalled  form  of  ^o^ 
▼crnnacnt  ha?  frequejatly  fuffer,ed  reproach 
aipong  the  adyocates  for  arbitrary  p6wer  iq 
foreign  ft^tes.  The  Tejprefehtatlons  of  this 
evil  th^t  have  been  .given  a^-c  not  entirely 
grpundlefs,  thopgh  they  are  fometimes  g'roftly 
and  induftrioufly  ;  exaggerated.  But  even 
granting  that  th^y  are  Itriaiy  true,'  it  wil} 
pot  fie  found  eafy  to  devife  a  remedy  that  will 
not  pccafioh  more  fatal  '^onfeouen^^s  than  th? 

Jiifcafe.    It  is  better  to  remain  as  ye  are, 

i    '    '  '  ' '  '.,■'"''.•     ■    .  ■.  . . 

though  iometiinei  e^j)ofecl  to  danger  fron; 
the  ftecWe  ^ttacfc  W  'a  timid  'an4ft;ulking 
plunderer,  |th;^n  to  anri  a  protisdor  wjth  irrc-i 
fiftMcr.  ppwera,  that  may  ,^fter wards  be 
PP^iy  cm{>lojred  W  rob  ^t^  of  o^r  aipft,  vj^-. 
|ua^e  fights.         .      ,        .  ,     ,.     ^_ 

I  I 

'     _         •■,,,-•  r?.-.  -    I  ta^e 
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1  ha^e  heard  of  two  fchemes  that  have  becr» 
fefioufly  propofed,  with  a  view  to  prevent 
the  frequency  of  crimes,  efpecially  of  rob* 
beries,  in  this  country.     The  one  of  thefe  is,' 
to  eredJ  a  Board  of  Police  In  the  capital,  re^* 
fembling  that  which  is  eftablilhed  in  France; 
Under  the  infpedion  of  a  fit  perfon,  corre- 
fponding  to  the  Lieutenant  of  Police  in  Paris* 
who/ by  means  of  fpies  ^nd  emilTaries,  and 
by  means  of  information  regularly  tranfmit- 
ted  to  him  from  proper  officers  ftationed  in 
Jhe  country,  mjiy  have  a  perfedt  acquaintance 
with   the   refidence  and   tranfaifliona  of  all 
perfons  wbofe  charaders  are  fufpicious.     The 
other  fchpme    is,   to  condemn  fill   pprfons, 
jguilty  of  robbery,  or  of  other  grofs  crimes,  to 
bondage  and  hard  labour,     I  am  i^ot  fatisfied 
that  either  of  thefe  propofals,  if  carried  into 
execution,  would  anfwer  the  end  intended  by 
them;  and  1  am  thoroughly  qpnvinccd  that 
neither  of  them  is  adapted  to  the  conftitutidh 
of  Britain,  arid  the   temper   of  its  iRh^iBi'? 
t:ants. 

The  firft  of  thefe  fchemes,  By  which  it  -U 

propofed   to  form  a  great  eftablifl>mcnt  of 

police^  comprehending  niany  inferior  depa#l- 

Z  ^  ments, 
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ments,  with  their  proper  officers^  is  recom* 
mended  by  ihe  fuccefs  in  preventing  or 
fpeedily  deteding  crime?,  witji  which  fimilaij 
plans  havp  been  attended  on  the  Cpntinent, 
efpecially  in  France.  We.  mpftjiiot^  how- 
pver,  allow  thi-s  confideration  ^Ipnc  to  (}eter-» 
mine  pur  judgment,  fpr  there  may  b<;  regu- 
Jftions  well  adapted  to  the  manners  and  go^ 
vernment  of  other  nations,  that  are  incoq^ 
iiftenl;  with  our  fentimehts,  and  wi^h  the  fpirij 
of  ouf  conftittjtion,^  ..  .....;  r        ? 

An  obvious  objedion  to  this  plan   aVifei 
from  the  great  expence  with  which  the  exe- 
cutioiv  of  it  rnuft  neceflarily  be  attended,  ,  It 
^ouM  require  a  vaft  nunibdr  of  fpies  of  dif- 
ferent ranks,  connefted  with  one  another  by 
iheir  fubordination  to  comnion  fuperiors.— 7 
We  can  hardly  fuppofe  that  thefe  fpies  could,i 
at  all  timep,  poffefs  a  fufficient  degree  pf  ip- 
telligenc^  for  the  purpofc5-  of  the  eftabliflx-^ 
.ptent,  if  they  were  lefs  numprpu^  than  th^ 
officers  of  excife.     As  it  rpight  be  neceffary, 
however,  that,  in  appearance  at  leaft,  they 
^fhpuld  carry  en  fome  ordinary  bufinefs,  with 
:ft  'view  to  conceal  their  rpal  employment,  th^y 
j^jght  not  epiircly  dppepd  pji  the  pijblic  tre:^- 
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fiiry  for  fiibMcflcc,  and-'^tnight  therefore  btf 
fopp6rt€*^tfr  Vfm^ller^^^^  the  fame 

number SF  ^ife-officers;-^  At  the  fame  time, 
tthen'-w^'i-efite^,  that  feciret  ferVices  miift  be 
¥i^eH\\y'pii&^i6v^  and  that  It  might  be  reqiil- 
fitfe^tolha^e 'i^es  Who  cbuld  eafily  obtain  ad- 
teiffi^nlttO^Tifftildtiable  crrcl'es,  there  is  reafoA 
W'bekeW^&Vfc^  di#erence  of  exp^nc^;  upoii 
the  x^hole^'ihfght  not  ?)¥  very  cOiifid^rabld 
•Thdiigh  the'exciie'Ue  a"  Very  prodiiaive'taxf, 
;tTie^n«jb8^' has   always  "complainl^fl.  of  th^ 
'heav^'  cfeai-^'s '  paid  for  colleftlng^'it.     If  a 
^turthen'tqdafly  gfievOUS^Verc  lajd  ^uponi 
*ifree  people,  *witti6ut  apj  prcfence  of  dexendT- 
Ingtlieif  edfintry,  Or  qf'aririoyiiig  thteir  pne^ 
fnie^,  it  woutd  be  ^atfogether  linfupportabl^^ 
**The  Frehch  Indeed  do  not  murmur :  but  .t^'e 
French  dd  nOt  tax  tnemferves,  and  they  cTaitn 
bo"'  rfeht  'to  enquir,^  into  the  expendUure  pf 
public  monty. 

'  ThereJs  aft6tiier  bbj^i^feii^tQ  :thi>  j^f-opofal 
of  m^h  more\<re!ght  than  that  which!  ha  Ve 
alrea^dy  mentioned^  irififag  from  the  nattfre  of ' 
our  dvil  coqftitmion.-  -A  rfree  ]^eo|)le  ve^Ml 
nev^rfiibmit,  for  the  fakd  of  the  moft-p^i^c^ 
iscumy  from  the  in^uriods  »tack&«  of  iodrvl* 
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duab,  to  the  reKraiQt:Qf  a<2ij^'a1wiy$ Jind^r 
the  infpeaion  of  fpics^ ,  Tjrcy  w^H  si^  allow 
their  houfe^  to  be  examinpd  by  ojSjce^a  of  po-> 
lice,  without  legal  warrants  frop  the  magif-* 
trate ;  nor  will  they  bear,  with  patience  to  fc9 
their  feUow-fubjefls  carried  awafy.to  prifont 
uniefs  they  know  the  grouncU  upon  which 
they  are  fufpeded,  and  are  ^alfo  lUTured  thaJt 
they  ij^allfooa  be  brought  to  ,a  fiiir  and  open 
triaU..  Men  who  Ipye  civil  libertyt:  would  ra- 
ther ch^(e  that  their  ,^oo^s  ap^  pfrfona 
fhould  be^  expofed  tPvfome  fmall .  d?gr!:ee  of 
danger,,  tlian  purcbafe  f,  complete . fecujity 
from  fuch  injuries,  by  /fii^eripg  thpfe  who 
are  ip  power  to  infpeA  every  man  ^  bpiinefs 
and  converfation^  An  eftabUfliment  of  po- 
lice, per fedly  adapted  to  jtnfwer  its  eqdi  re- 
quires that  cognizance  ihoqld  b)?  taken  of  the 
fufpicious  as  well  as  of.  the  guilty^  apd  is 
therefore  inconfiftent  wjtl^  liberty. 

It  is  only  in  arbitrary  gjoyerntivpfltf  that 
fuch  great  and  reg^ftr  f^fft^ms, of  police  have 
beea  carried  imp  ^^ecijtioii:  ^.ad;  tllpre  is 
reafon  to  believe,  that  they  are  fupported  at 
greal  e)cpence»/and  with  unremining  atten-? 
tioO)  much  moce  from  xeafonS't>f  ilate  than 

from 
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from  any  regard  to  the  fecuricy  of  the  fub- 

jed^  or  thje  good  order  of  the  community^ 

The  eqi  which  they  have  In  view  doea  not 

•appear  to  be  fo  much  the  puniChment  or  the 

prevention  of  crimes,  as  the  fafety  of  the 

princess  perfoni  and  the  maintenance  of  his 

authority*    A  defpot  ia  at  all  times  jealous 

arid^^fy^icious.     ^c  dreads  every  whiijper,  as 

if  it  were  the  voice  of  a  confpirator ;  and  his 

^hrone  Shakes  below  him  whenever  there  is 

fhefmalleft  commotioo  among  his  fubjefls. 

vjSpies-are  nteeflary  to  bring  him  information 

^  every  thing  that  has  the  appearance  of  de*- 

jig*  0jr  0f  exJcrtion,  that  hcf  inay  be  enabled  ti 

preferydr  through  all  his  dominions,  the  ftill^ 

bci^  of  t)ight*    But  be  endeai^ours  fo  it^onceal 

iiis  own  ^^arg  ^uhder  the  piaufible  |>»«!ence, 

jthaf  «U  bia  ani^ieties  ard  produced  by  his  un^ 

ceafiiig  attl?qifion  to  the  fifety'<  arid  fdfciJiity  ck 

his  fabjeas.     The  Sovereign  of  a  fre^  ftate  is 

agitated  by  po  (ioiilar  fearsj  for    he  reign^ 

agreeajbly  tp  the  declared  inclinations  of  hU 

people }  hip  jioffefles  their  confidence,  and  cah 

depend  u|k>p  their  affeiJlions.     As  long  as  thfe 

Sovereign  of  a  free  country  is  difpofed'tb  rule 

.agreeably  to  the  principled  of*h^  c6ttftihition, 

he  wili  Uhde^vdur  to  be  directed  by  thi?  gene- 

^     '       *    '      '  ■      '  nd 
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ralwifccsof  his  peopk;:  and  v^enevdr.  he 
begins  to  fupprefs  the  open  declaratiousof 
their  fears  and  difgii£ls>  and  to  obtain  fecret 
and  indirefi  information  concernmg  their  fen- 
timents,-he  certainly  means  .to  increafe.  his 
^wn  power ♦  and  to  leffcn  their  infiqeacc*  Hfc 
diftrufis  theoii  ibecau£e  he  knows,  that  he  hioii* 
iclf  dqfervcs  not  to:betiiifted.  . 

/  A  fyftem  of  pgli^e,  fo;;  the^purpofc  of  de?- 

.teaing:cr^?»es  by  igieayas.  of  Sp^si  Jiaf ,  fof  a 

/confiderable  tijne,  been  carried  on  in  L^i^on^ 

under  4he, -infpei3;jQ9  ^qf  Sir  John;  Fielding)} . 

^but  itl^r  not  eipienijye^ilpr.is  i?  fubferyifot- 1{> 

any  t^wng  byt  {be  ftdminiftr^itioDi  qf  jirflice. 

;It,i3ftHfit(be^<;ondpa^d>  ip  fpm^  way  ^h»f  is  very 

^differ* «|  frpmu  ij^  prcr(^t  form^  bcibre.  any 

Aifpi^iPn  <a5o  rcfefoflpbly  irifeijthatit  may^  iat 

J[afl:,i^^iiiji4p  ufi;  pf:  (o  f^rve  purpofeapf  ftate. 

Tbe.lieft  of  rulf rs,  h^^veyer,  are  natwaU^  >de- 

i^xou^  of  increafjog  cjieirppwpiir;  and  rheiiM^ha 

h^vg j)rivy?ges['tp  Itijfe^  ought.fpr  fiver!. to.be  on 

their, guard.     ^The  jcqnd\i<^  Qf  ths.;(i}fpieiaus 

.piuft.  jfonietimes  t(e  enqqiredr  into;   but   let 

the  i^aturc  and  gropqds^  of  tbe^  fufpicion  unr 

de.fjg»|jpch,  t^iey  lie  always  be?  tnade  publicly 

known;    apd  let  the  enquiry  b^  i)pen>  im- 

.n    "^  *     partial, 
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paVtt'ah  and-not  uimcccflarily  delayed;  'Not- 
^ithfta^ng  etery  precaution  that  cjn  be 
takteh,  the  innocent  may  (bmetimes  be  in- 
juftly'fufpefted,  and  may  become  fufferers  by 
confinement  before  the  truth  can  be  invefti- 
gated?  but  let  them  neter  fuffef,  unlefs 
ftrong  prefumptions  lie  againft  them,  and  let 
it  be  underftood,  that  fufFcring  is  very  differ-- 
ent  in  itii  nature  from  punifliment,  for  though 
it  may  be  fevere,  it  is  not  ignominious. 

The  other  fcheme,  by  which  it  is  ptopofed' 
to  condemn  certain  claffes  of  criminals  td 
hard  labour,  as  well  as  the  former,  feems 
liable  to  ftrotig  objediidns.  Punlfliments  of 
various  kinds  may  be  devifed,  and  many  kindi* 
of  them  have  been  infli€ked  in  difFereni  coun— 
tHes,  fome  of  them  with  better  and  fomewith' ' 
worfe  efFefts.  All  thofe  which  are  accom-* 
^anied  with  torture  are  happily  laid  alide  iii 
our  own  iflandj  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
iVifeft  men,  (hould  be  abolifhed  every  where. 
Why  fhould  the  delicate,  the  fenfible,  and  the 
compaflionate,  be  wantonly  fubjeded  to  that 
anguiOi  which  they  muft  neCcfiarily  feel, 
when  they  are  forced  to  fee,  or  to  hear  of 
fufFerings  that  are  (hocking  to  humanity  ?    Is 

it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


is^       Anecdotes  or  frfM 

it  even  prudent  to  txpok  atrodous  guilt  k 
thofe  particular  ciroumftaoccs,  in  it?hich  itl 
bafenefe  is  concealed,  or  palliated,  by  emo^ 
tions  of  pity  excited  in  favour  of  thfe  cri- 
minal? Such  puniiixments  are  inconiiftent 
with  the  natural  principles  of  tnapj  and  with 
the  ends  of  penal  fandlons; 

The  punifhments  that  are  fhocking  to  hu^^ 
manity  ought  never  to  be  inflicted  j  yet  therei 
are  crimes  that  juftify  great  feverity.  Juf- 
tice  may  reafonably  demandi  that  a  man  whd 
ba«  been  guilty  fhould  fulFer  in  his  fortune  i 
though,  at  the  fame  time^  rigour,  in  thi^  re- 
ff^dL,  fhould  always  be  avoided,  when  the  fu- 
ture welfare  of  his  family  is  conneded  with 
the  forfeiture.  A  man  may  alfo  deferve  to  be 
baniflied  from  his  country,  and  to  be  legally 
divefted  of  all  thoie  privileges  which  he  for-^ 
merly  enjoyed  as  a  citizefi.  He  may  even  be 
guilty  of  fuch  atrocious  zGts^  that  the  indigna- 
tion of  mankind  cannot  be  fatisfied,  if  his  lifd 
be  fpared.  Banifhment  and  death  are  puniih- 
ments,  by  which  future  danger  from  the  slU 
tempts  of  a  perfoct,  who,  by  the  perpetration 
of  grofs  crimes,  has  difcovered  an  incHnatipa 
add  capacity  to  injure  fociety  in  its  moft  ef^ 
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{etitial  inoirefts,  inay  be  effectually  prevent-* 
cd;  and  tbey  ilo  not  teem  improper  under 
any  form  of  g^tttttofteat. 

.  Pq)riyauon  of  liberty  ia  a  kind  of  punUh-^ . 
naem  that  may  alfo,  in  fome  forofis  of  it,  be 
adopted  in  any  civil  commutiity.  Impri(ba*« 
m»ht  for  a  limited  time,  if  it  be  regarded  as  a 
fevere  and  sot  as  a  Ihameful  pnnifhtnent, 
may  often  be  very  reafonable  and  proper* 
Even  perpetual  imprifonmcnt  is  a  fort  of  pu- 
inflimetit  that  is  not  inconfiftent  with  the 
principles  of  free  government;  but  irt  any 
ftate,  whether  free  or  defpotical,  to  retain  a 
perfon  who  is  never  to  be  of  any  fervice  to 
the  community,  and  who  might  perhaps  be 
ufeful  elfewhere,  feems  to  be  a  meafure  unne^* 
celTary  and  inexpedient.  If  there  be  a  man, 
whom  it  i«  dangerous  to  preierve  in  the  com* 
miinity,  the  obvious  didate  of  common  fenfe 
feems  to  be,  that  he  ought  to  be  thrown  out 
of  it. 

Inftead  of  prefetving  afi  uielefa  life  in  a 
ftate  of  long  imprifonment,  it  has  been 
thought  a  wife  expedient  in  fome  nations  to 
condemn  to  flavery  thofe  criminals,   whofe 

guilt 
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is  not  Gonfidered  as  heioous  enough  to  def^ 
ferve  deathy  though  their  vicious  inclinations 
are  fo  well  known  that  iti^(]^ld%.daiigeroua 
to  entruft  them  with  liberty*  It  has  been 
ima^ned,  thai  whife  ^eir  labour  was  a 
puniihmeat  to  themfelves,  it  might  be  pro-^ 
dudive  of  fome  benefit  to  the  ftate*  This  i* 
the  mode  of  treating  certain  claiTes  of  felons ; 
which  {bme  are  defirous  of  feeing  eftabiiflied 
in  Britain.  ; 

There  arc  feveral  lights  in  which  the  ten-* 
dency  of  this  fort  of  punifliment  may  be  exa-^ 
m^ned.  If  we  look  upon  it  as  an  engine  of 
police,  merely  intended  to  prevent  men  who 
are  ill-*difpofed  from  the  commiffion  of 
crimes,  it  appears  to  be  very  well  contrived. 
While  perfons,  from  whom  danger  might  be 
apprehended,  are  kept  under  the  immediate 
infpedlion  of  proper  officers,  while  their  taiks 
are  regularly  demanded  from  them,  and  the 
rod  of  corre&ion  is  continually  fufpended 
over  their  {heads,  they  can  hardly  find  any 
opportunity  to  injure  the  properties  of  others. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  reafonably  expeflied^ 
that, this  mode  of ^ punilhmont  will  producQ 
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iinyifuch  good  efFeft,  uhlefs  the  criminal  h6 
condemned   to   flavery  for  life.     There  are. 
fome,  indeed,   who  are  inclined  td   believe, 
that   hard  labour,   continued   for   a   limited 
courfe  of  yedrs^  may  be  fufHcicnt  to  anfwer 
the  piirpofef.     They  found  their  belief  uponi 
the  perfuaflori,  that  a  happy  alteration  in  the 
manners  and  chara<?lers  of  the  fufFerers  may 
gradually  be  produced;     I  am  rather  of  opi- 
nion, that  every  fucceffive  year  the  morals  of 
perfohs  iii  fiich  circuraftances    will  becomd 
inore  and  more   cofrupit.     Slavery   muft  be 
followed  with  cbnfeqiiences  entirely  fimilar 
to  thofe  which  attend  other  punifliments  of 
an '  ijgnominious  nature;   all  of  which  feem 
vety  ill  adapted  to  make  ariy  def|rablfe  altera- 
tion in  the  offender.     A  man  who  is  fubje<St- 
cd  to  public   infamy  immediately  lofes   all 
febfe  of  Ihame^  sind  becomes  front  that  time 
bolder  iii  guilt  than   ever    he  was   before; 
This  evil  is  comitioh  to  all  ignominious  pU-* 
tiifhments  when  the  Criminal  is  permitted  td 
farvive  them,  and  to  continue  in  the  fame 
fociety  to  which  he  formerly  belongedi      But; 
there  are  alfo  other  evils  which  are  peculiar 
to  that  mode  of  infamous  punifhiheilt  which 
ife  are  confidering.     If  it    Ihould  become 
.  A  a  commoa 
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common  to  condemn  felons  to  hard  labour^  ir 
yill  be  impoffible  to  keep  them  .under  proper 
difcipHne,  unlefs  a  numberof  them  be  collefl:- 
cd  together  j  and  if  they  be  permitted  to  live 
in  fociety  with  one  another,  each  of  them  will 
become  more  corrupted  than  he  was  before: 
and  perfons  thus  trained  up  in  the  fcbool  of 
Tice^  whenever  their  period  of  fervitudc  ex- 
pires) wi}l  become  the  xnoft  daring  of  villains* 
The  contagion  of  bad  principles  that  tnfeds 
every  manufadory  where  labourers  are  col^ 
le^ed  together,  cannot  fail  of  fpreading  with 
great  rapidity  among  men  who  are  ftigma- 
ti^ed  for  their  villany,  and  legaHy  deprived 
of  reputation.  The  lot  of  flavery  alone  is' 
£u£cient  lo  debafe  the  minds  even  of  the  in* 
genuous,  and  9)uil  render  thofe  w|h>  9re  al-* 
ready  corrupted  totally  abandoned.  If,  tl^re- 
lore,  k  be  %t  ail  proper  to  make  flavery  the 
jyunifhment  of  crimes,  it  ought  to  fee  perpc-* 
tual ;  for  in  no  other  way  can  it  effectually 
prevent  the  difturbance  ta  which  Society 
might  afterwards  be  exppfed  from  the  (ame 
peifonft  who  had  ibrmerfy  violated  its  laws. 

The  matter  may  be  examined  in  another 
fl^vf.    OfkQ  importaEU  end  of  puoifliment  ii 
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to  prevent  the  future  commiflion  of  crimes 
fimilar  to  that  for  which  the  penalty  is  in- 
Aided.  Condemnation  to  hard  labour  does 
not  feem  to  be  an  expedient  well  adapted  for 
anfwering  this  valuiable  purpofe.  Its  efFeds 
indeed  extend  to  the  guilty  perfons  who  fuf- 
fer  ;  it  reftrains  from  injurious  ads  fome  oi 
the  worft  members  of  the  Society;  but^it  does 
not  fufficiently  deter  .other  perfons  of  abfin- 
4oned  principles  from  committing  the  fame 
crimes  for  which  they  arefufFering.  No  pu-? 
niibnoicnt  can  he  very  efFedual,  unlefs  it  ftrxke 
the  imagination  of  the  fpedator ;  and  for  this 
purpofe,  it  is  not  enough  that  it  be  fevere,  it 
is  further  requifite  that  it  (bould  rarely  occur. 
Slavery  in  itfelf  is  undoubtedly  very  fevere, 
even  more  fevere  than  death  j  but  it  feldom 
appears  to  an  indifferent  fpedlator  in  this 
light.  The  generality  of  men  thoughtlefsly 
eftimate  th^  lot  of  a  ilave  as  not  much  harder* 
than  that  of  the  labouring  poor.  They 
look  only  to  his  external  appearance,  without 
entering  into  the  diftrefsful  thoughts  that  are 
infeparable  from  his  wretched  ftation,  Whefe 
flavery  is  eftabliflied,  the  evils  attending  it  are 
frequently  expofed  to  view,  and  the  impref- 
fion  which  they  make  upon  the  mind,  even  of 
A  a  2  the 
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the  compaffionate,  is  fcarcely  felt.  A  puni(h- 
ment  that  is  continually  exhibited  cannot  be 
very  ftriking;  We  ceafe  to  be  moved  with 
the  moft  fhocking  fpedacles  when  we  are 
accuftomed  to  fee  them  every  day  j  and  a  vil- 
lain will  not  feel  much  uneafinefs  from  the 
dread  of  thofe  fufFerjngs  which  long  obferva- 
tion  has  rendered  familiar  to  him. 

It  may  be  added,  that  condemnation  to 
hard  labour  is  the  moft  unequal  of  all  punifh- 
ments  that  can  be  inflided.  Death  and  exile 
are  equally  fevere  upon  the  generality  of 
men  ;  but  the  evils  of  flavery  fill  men  with 
different  degrees  of  diftrefs,  according  to  the 
diverfity  of  their  circumftances.  A  man 
who,  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  has 
been  accuftomed  to  work  with  his  hands,  and 
whbfe  expedations  fcarce  ever  rofe  beyond 
provifion  for  a  fcanty  maintenance,  could  not 
fuffer  nearly  fo  much  from  being  obliged  to 
labour  in  a  way  fimilar  to  hrs  ordinary  em- 
ployment, as  the  man  who  has  been  brought 
up  in  luxury  and  refinement.  The  fpend- 
thrift  clerk  of  a  grocer  may  be  guilty  of  the 
fame  crime  with  a  coal-heaver ;  but  it  would 
be  moft  unmerciful  to  condemn  the  formed 

to 
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to  undergo  the  fame  bodily  labour  with  the 
latter.  One  of  them  wants  entirely  thofe 
habits  which  the  other  has  fpent  his  days  ia 
acquiring.  Cafes  might  eafily  be  fuppofed, 
m  which  punifhmcnts  of  this  fort  would  be^ 
more  fevere  than  any  thing  which  the  inge- 
nuity and  cruelty  of  men  have  been  able  to 
devife.  A  judge'might  indeed  be  allowed  to 
difcriminate  among  a  number  of  criminalst 
dnd  allot  to  each  of  them  the  degree  of  punifh* 
ment  which  he  thought  proper,  and  adequate 
to  his  offencf,  his  conftitution  and  his  habits  ; 
but  in  a  freeftate,  every  difcrimination  of  fuch 
a  nature  is  looked  upon  as  grofsly  iniqui* 
tK)u«; 

A  law,  thfen,  condemning  criminals  of  a 
certain  defcription  to  hard  labour,  though  it 
might  be  ^'attend^d  with  feveral  advantages  as 
a  regulation  of  police,  appears  at  the  fame 
time  to  be  infeparable  from  various  difadvan-^ 
tages  that  are  more  than  fufEcient  to  counter- 
balance all  its  falutary  effeds.  The  incon- 
veniences, however,  that  have  been  men- 
tioned, are  not  the  whole,  nor  are  they  the 
moft  alarming  of  thofe  that  might  be  men^ 
jion^d.  It  is  to  be  apprehended,  that  fuch  a 
•     '  A  a  3  law 
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law,  if  it  were  e^vwuted  wi^h  rigourji  might 
indireftly  produce  confequences  of  a  public 
^ad  moft  imports^nt  kind.     I  am  fully  fatif- 
fied   that  flavery,  linjited   to  a  certain  terra 
of  years,  will  not   anfwer  the  intention  of 
preventing  crimes,      In  order,  therefore,  ta 
jcender  a  law,  by  which  felons  are  condemned 
to  hard  labour,  effeftual  in   bringing  about 
its  end,  it  will  be  necefiary  to  make  the  pe- 
Ijalty  perpetual.     If  the  condemnation  of  fe-* 
Ions  to  a  ftate  of  bondage,  which   is  to  ter-r 
ipinate  only  with  their  lives,  were  eftablifhed 
by  ftatute,  and  if  the  law   were  rigorpully 
executed  through  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
it  is  manifeft  that  the  number  of  bondmeq 
would  foon  become  very  great.      The   ex- 
pence  neceffary  for  fupporting  the  inftitution 
would,  in  a  (hort  time,  become  enormous  and 
intolerable  to  the  nation  ;    for  the  labour  of 
flaves,  employed  in  public  works,  and  placed 
under  the  diredipii  of  an  overfeer  who  haa 
no  intereft  in  them,  will  produce  nothing  by. 
which  the  chs^rge  of  mahitaining  them  may 
be   defrayed.     The  expences  might  indeed 
be  leflened,  by  employing  them  in  the  ordi* 
pary  occupations  of  civil  life;    but  if  this^ 
^grf  tl^e  ^aik,  the  diflindio^  between  them 
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and  other  clafles  of  citizens  would  be  too 
fiightly  marked  to  render  their  punifliment 
examplary ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  ho- 
ned kboarer  would  fuffer  degradation  in  hi$ 
own  fancy  and  that  of  others,  from  the  re- 
flexion, that  he  earned  his  bread  by  manual 
z€ts(o  mean  and  To  ievere,  that  condemnation 
to  the  performance  of  them  was  thought  a 
proper  punifliment  for  thofe  who  are  the  dif- 
grace  of  our  fpecies.  The  following  feems 
to  be  the  only  reniaining  expedient  for  pre- 
venting thefe  evils,  if  this  fort  of  penalty  be 
infified  upon,  to  wit.  That  thofe  who  maybe 
condemned  to  hard  labour  fliall  be  made  the 
private  property  of  individuals,  who  being 
bound  to  maintain  them,  will  have  an  intereft 
in  obliging  them  to  perform  the  tafes  aflign* 
ed  them.  But  ftill  this  expedient  would 
bring  along  with  it  new  inconventenciea*  It 
18  greatly  for  the  intereft  of  the  community, 
that  perfons  of  notorioufly  abandoned  cha- 
rafters  fhould  be  kept  by  themfelves  ;  but, 
according  to  this  fcheme,  they  would  again 
be  difperfed  and  mingled  with  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  whom  they  would  have  an  op- 
portunity to  corrupt.  Their  punifliment 
might  be  abundantly  and  even  exccffively  fe- 
A  a  4  vere ; 
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yere;  ;bu.t  being  endured  in  private,  itcoulcl 
not  be  exemplary;  and ^  there  is  reafon  tq 
fear,  that  it  .would  very  frequently  be  capri* 
poufly  and  iniquitoqfly  inflided.  It  muft  be 
added,  that,  from  the  inflant  when  fuch  a  re-» 
gulation  took  efFed,  domeftic  flavery  would 
be  introduced,  an4  fupported  by  the  authority 
pfbw. 

If  domeftic  flavery,  in  any  confiderable  ex- 
tent, were  tolerated,  and  a  legal  method  qf 
acquiring  flaves  ihftituted,  the  horror?  of  that 
deplorable  ftate  would  appear  to  the  imagina" 
tion  in  colours  much  lefs- lively  than  they  do 
at  prefent,  and  would  foon  ceafe  to  be  fhock- 
ing.     Cuftom  apd  familiarity  would  reconcile 
the  mipds  of  men  to  the  view  of  rnifery,  and 
in  procefa  of  time,  it  would  probably  not  be 
thought  cruel  to  deprive  men  of  their  liberty 
for  very  fm^ll  offences.      The  confequences 
might   at    laft   become   worfe  than  at  firfl 
might  be  fufpeded,  or  indeed  can  be  ealily 
conceived.     In  fuch  circumftances,  would  an 
ambitious  ftatefman  hefitate  to  court  the  fa-? 
vour  of  the  rich,  by  freeing  them  from  the 
burthen  of  poorVrates,  which  might  be  eafily 
^Qne,  if  tj^e  min^s  of  men  were  reconciled  to 
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dotneftic  flavery,  by  adopting  the  plan  for 
maintaining  the  pqor,  which  was  propofed 
^nd  recommended,  about  the  beginning  of 
this  century,  by  Mr.  Fletcher  of  Saltoun  ? 
Would  he  think  it  hard,  to  make  thofe  who 
could  not  fupport  themfelves  and  their  fami- 
lies, together  with  their  wives  and  children 
the  legal  property  of  their'  rich  and  powerful 
neighbour,  who  might  be  willing  to  fupply 
with  food  the  feeble  and  the  infant,  from  the 
profpedl  of  acquiring  a  fuflBcient  recompencc 
by  their  future  labour  ?  As  one  ftep  naturally 
and  infenfibly  leads  to  another,  we  might 
reafonably  expeft,  that  a  fcheme  of  this  na-. 
ture  would  be  embraced,  as  foon  as  the  minds 
of  men  could  be  brought  to  bear  it.  The 
ancient  Romans  allowed  the  perfon  of  a  man 
who  could  not  pay  his^debts  to  be  fold.  If 
we  were  accuftomed,  as  they  were,  to  the  de- 
privation of  liberty,  domeftic  flavery  would 
foon  become  univerfal. 

A  ftate  in  which  domeftic  flavery  prevails 
may  be  great  and  vigorous,  and  may  enjoy 
very  extenfive  political  liberty;  but  its  free- 
dom muft  be  the  freedom  of  an  ariftocracy, 
jindcr  wjiicb  inaufpicioqs  form  of  govern-- 

pient, 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


36a         ANECDOTES    OF  THE 

mtinty  whatever  bleffings  may  be  enjajed  by 
i  few>  the  great  body  of  the  people  muft  ht 
in  ft  condition  of  bondage  and  ignorance^^ 
t>eiy  Uttle  foperiof  to  the  conditidi!!  of  bcafttf 
ef  borthefi. 

I  have  giVen  you  nay  fentiments  with  rc- 
{geOi  to  thefe  two  expedients  for  prevenri* 
ing:  and  puni(hing  crimes.  Both  of  then^ 
xaoAric^  my  opinion,  be  inadequate,  as,  long 
asihey  are  OMnaged  confidently  with  the 
principles  of  free  government*  I  thmk  it' 
would  be  highly  dang,erous  to  this^  country  (a 
cjtfry  them  into  execution  in  af>y  degree  what- 
ever;  becaufe  it  is  not  improbable,  that,  at 
{omc  future  period,  a  minifter  inclined^  as 
mixiifters  oftea  are^  to  increafe  the  power  of 
the  crown,  might  avail  himfelf  of  them  ta 
pronK}te  purpofes  that  were  not  iatende^  by 
thofe  who  at  firft  propofcd  them^  A  free 
country  can  never  be  enflaved  till  the  cuftoms 
and  the  feelings  of  men  be  altered  ;  but  this  is 
^  fort  of  change'  that  may,  by  flow  and  infen- 
fible  degrees,^  be  at  laft  effeded.  In  a  fiate 
where  the  conducS  of  none  of  the  citizeti«  has 
ever  been  watched  over  by  fpies,  the  miniflcr 
who  employs  fuch  emdlTaiies,  for  bis  owia 
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ends»  will  be  univerfally  detefted.     But  if  an 
eftablifhment  of  this  jealous  nature  be  already 
founded  in  one  department^  and  the  minds  of 
men  reconoiUd  to  it,  femeihing  df  the  fame 
kind  may,  with  lefs  difficulty,  be  introduced 
into  another.  Free  men  abhor  flav^ry  j  but  if 
they  can  be  induced  by  motives  of  conve- 
niency  to  tolerate  it  in  one  inftance,  they  may 
gradually  be  brought  to  bear  it  with  patience 
in  more.     If  they  can  behold  a  felon  reduced 
to  flavcry,  without  any  emotiorns  of  indigtia^ 
tion>  they  may  be  brought,  by  degrees,  to 
behold  thofc  whom  they  defpife^  or  in  whofe 
welfare  they  haw  no  intereft^  reduced  to  thie 
fame  condition,  without  feeling  much  for 
their  mifery*     It  is  the  duty  of  a  free  people 
to  watch  over  their  liberties  with  a  jealous 
eytf  and  to  look  even  upon  fmall  circum- 
ftances,  by  which  they  arc  infringed  or  en- 
4»ugered|  as  matters  of  great  importance. 
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LETTER     XLV. 

Ci^nccrning  the  Progrefs  of  the  Feudal  Syjlem 
iriRuJJtd. 

PEAR  SIR, 

FROM  all  the  enquiries  I  have  been  able  ta 
make,  I  do  not  find  that  the  Feudal  Syf^ 
tern  was  ever  fo  fully  eftabiifhed  in  Ruffia  as 
in  the  other  countries  of  Europe. 

The  Sovereigns  of  this  country,  for  near  a 
t|ioufand  years,  feem  to  have  reigned  with 
unlimited  power.  Nor  have  I  ever  found, 
notwithftanding  the  fond  aflertions  o(  fonic 
patriotic  Ruffians,  that  in  all  that  p<er4od  they 

ever  beheld  a  fingle  glimpfe  of  freedom. ^ 

You  will  readily  obferve,  from  the  iituation 
of  this  country,  that  it  was,  in  early  times, 
much  expofed  to  the  invafions  and  ravages  of 
the  neighbouring  nations.  It  had  been  the 
thorough- fare,  in  fome  meafure,  by  which 
the  Eaftern  tribes  had  entered  into,  and  taken 
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pofleffion.  of  Europe.  After  that  period,  the 
nations  that  remained  in  it  were  governed 
by  various  independent  leaders,  or  Knezes» 
Thefe  neceflarily  quarrelled,  and  waged  war 
againft  one  another.  At  length  they  were 
all  fubdued  by  the  anceftors  of  the  Ruffiaa 
Emperors,  whofe  territory  being  in  early 
times  limited,  they  refided  firft  at  Wolodo- 
mir,  but  afterwards  transferred  the  feat  of 
their  dominion  to  Mofcow. 

Not  only  were  the.Ruflians  expofed  to  the 
inroads  of  furrounding.  barbarians,  but  the 
whole  country  may  be  confidered  as  one  ex- 
tenfive  plain.  It  is  not  defended  by  fuch 
faftnefles  of  rocks,  and  chains  of  mountainSi 
as  have  fometimes  ferved  as  a  barrier  to  other 
nations.  In  order  therefore  to  be  ever  ready 
to  repel  violence^  and  protect  his  fubjeiSls 
from  the  predatory  affaults  of  their  rapacious 
neighbours,  the  Sovereign,  or  Velike  Knez, 
was  provided  with  a  body  of  armed  troops* 
He  gave  them  regular  pay ;  he  kept  them  in 
readinefs  to  obey  his  commands ;  aad  never 
difmiffed  them,  from  his  fervice; .  In  this 
manner  he  afforded  fuch  ample  protediipn  to 
his  fubjeds  of  every  denomination  from  the 
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incuiCons  of  foreign  enemies,  that  they  he^ 
«tnc  carelefs  of  their  own  defence.  Every 
thing  vfM  entrufted  to  the  Vdike  Knez, 
kiiovra,  after  the  rcdudlion  of  Cafan,  by  the 
Dame  of  Czar,  and  of  late  by  the  more  fa- 
Ihionable  name  of  Emperor.  His  valour  and 
aftivity,  aided  by  his  army,  though  fome- 
times  feverely  tried  by  his  fufrounding  ad- 
verfarTes,  preferved  them,  upon  the  whole, 
not  only  from  depredation,  but  infult* 

Another  confequence  flowing  from  the 
fame  caufc  was,  that  perfons  of  great  pro- 
perty did  not  fix  fheir  conftant  refidence  on 
their  cftates  in  the  country^  nor  lived  fepa* 
lately  from  one  another,  furrounded  by  their 
dependants,  and  in  a  (late  of  rural  magnifi- 
cence. They  left  the  care  of  their  eftates  to 
fuperintendants,  and  reforted  to  the  great 
towns,  and  particularly  to  Mofcow.  Here 
they  not  only  enjoyed  fome  fecurity  from  the 
ravages  of  the  Tartarian  and  northern  tribes, 
bat  fhared  in  the  infercourfe  of  focial  life. 
This  intercourfe,  however,  though  it  migfht 
be  favourable  to  proje6s  and  confpiracieS 
againll  the  power  of  the  SpvereigUi  never 
produced  any  combination  fo  fuccefsfu^l  as  to 
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overthrow,  or  even  (hake  hi^  auihbrity* 
Were  they  ever  fo  much  inclined  to  revolt 
againft,  or  abridge  his  power,  tl^cy  were  def* 
titute  of  the  means.  They  wore  removed  to 
a  diflance  from  their  dependants;  their  de- 
pendants themfelves  had  no  other  connedlion 
with  them  than  to  render  them  obedience,  of 
the  fruit  of  their  labour*;  and  were  not  pre- 
fent  to  partake  of  the  glory,  or  adopt  the  re* 
fentment  of  their  fuperiors.  Add  to  this^ 
that  the  armed  force  in  the  hands  of  the  Czar 
would  immediately  crufh  the  beginning  of  a 
rebellion. 

The  fatne  feems  to  have  been  the  fitaatixm 
in  the  eaftern  monarchies,  and  particularly  in 
Perfia  and  Aflyria.  The  great  men  lived  to- 
gether in  fenced  and  walled  cities :  they  were 
at  a  diftance  from  their  vaflfals,  and  under  the 
immediate  view  of  the  (Sovereign.  Henoc 
thofe  cities  of  enormous  magnitude,  that  dif* 
tinguiflied  in  early  times  the  more  improved 
parts  of  Afia.  Hence  too  the  name  of  the 
capital  fometimes  became  the  name  of  the 
country  or  of  the  people.    The  Sovereigns  oC 

•  Stawi*!  View  of  Sockty  ia  Eoropei  p.  a.  ch.  i. 
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Chaldea  were  often  ftykd  Kings  of  Babylofiv 
In  like  iftanner  the  city  of  Mofcow  had  al- 
inoft  impofed'the  name  of  Mufcovy  on  Ruf-* 
fia,  and  of  MufcoVited  on  the  Ruffians,  It 
required  a  confiderable  effort  in  the  rdlers  of 
Ruffia  to  recover  and  preferve  their  original 
name. 

In  ttnife^iuence  of  the  krmed  forfce  and  fuc-^ 
cefsof  the  Velike  Knez  in  defending  his  fub- 
jeds,  he  entertained  ambitious  views,  and 
meditated  conqueft.  Accordingly  he  fub- 
dued  the  kingdoms  of  Cafan  and  Aftracan^ 
and  extended  his  dominions  towards  the  Bal* 
tic*  Thefe  conquefts  contributed  in  a  variety 
of  different  views  toconfirm  his  abfolute  power 
at  home.  He  rofe,  accordingly,  to  the  ftate 
of  an  Oriental  Defpot.  So  totally  were  all 
notions  of  real  rights  and  privileges  extiil- 
guiflied  in  the  breads  of  the  nobility,  that 
when  the  line  of  Ruric,  which  had  reigned 
700  years,  was  extini^,  and  when  a  new* 
Sovereign,  or  Dynafty  of  Sovereigns,  was  to 
be  appointed,  the  Ruffians  never  thought  of 
binding  their  race  of  rulers  by  any  fuch  co-* 
venant  or  regulations  as  would  even  tend  ta 
emancipation.     Even  of  late,  when  the  Em-« 
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jpri^fs  Anna  Ivaoowna  was  exalted  td  the 
throne,  and  was  in  fuch  critical  circumftahcea 
as  would  hiiv*  indiiccd  her  to  grant  arty  pri- 
vileges tb  her  fubjedls,  thofe  which  wbre  dif- 
inanded  had  little  refpedt  to  the  general  free- 
dom faf  the  people,  or  evfcn  of  the  nobility  t 
and,  therefore,  that  Ihe  wiis  not  compelled  to 
grant  them,  need  not  be  regretted.  Such  ab- 
folutfc  And  utldifptited  authority  has  the  Sd^ 
Tereign  of  this  empire  continually  maintain* 
ed ;  and  fo  little  oppofition  has  he  ever 
encountered  from  his  great  lords  or  chiefs 
^ains,  that  I  have  not  learned  of  his  evet 
having  found  it  expedient^  in  order  to  en^ 
cumber  their  ambition,  to  interpofe  in  behalf 
of  their  Vaffalsf  or  countenance  among  theifi 
any  prctenfioni  to  independence.  In  the 
fame  view  it  is  amufing  to  remark  the  nature 
of  the  fufpicions  entertained,  by  the  Rullians 
againfl  Demetrius,  a  pretender  to  the  Ruffian 
throne,  and  the  charges  that  were  brought 
againft  him^  *^  His  laying  adde  the  haughty 
*^  ftate  of  the  former  Czars,  by  appearing  ia 
^^  public  more  than  they  had  ufed  to  do; 
••  and  his  fuffering  people  to  fpeak  to  him 
^'  without  being  commanded,  a  treatment  the 
••  Ruffians  had  not  been  ufed  to,  were  deem- 
.:     '  Bb  ^'  ed 
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•  cd  derogatory  from^  his  dignity,  and  con- 
**  firued   into  proofs   of  his  not  being  the 
•*  perfoQ  he  pretended.*"— The  manner  too, 
.in  which  fonae  of  the  Ruilian  Emperors  chofe 
.Uieir  wives,  refembles  that  of  the  Artaxerxes'a 
asd  Ahafuerus's,  and  other  Sovereigns  of  an- 
tient  Afia*     "  The  fineft  njMtidens  in  the  em* 
**  pire  were  fent  for  to  court ;  the  moaapch  or 
>*  faw  jtheai  either  undej?  a  borrowed  «ame, 
^^  wttb^H^tdifguife;  the  wedding  d^y  wasfixed; 
•••  and  (he  bi'idegroom  decUred  hia  chi>ice|  by 
•^*  prefcnting  a  wedding  fearroem.to  the  bi^de. 
•*  It  was  thus  the  Czar  Michael  Romaoaovr 
'H  married  Eudoxta,  the  daughter  of  Strcflineii, 
^  who  was  tilling  his  grouiid  with  his  owa 
'  **  fervants,  when  a  mefienger  broaght  hina 
^  prefents  from  the  'Emperor,  and  ififbrmed 
f^.  him  ihat.hia  daughter  was  oh  the  dirone.^ 

.  Althangh»  thereforei  you.  may  hav«  re- 
marked feme  circumfta«Lc4a  m  the  accouots  Z 
fiave  given  you  thetrcfitaiMe  feudal  maanera^ 
jci  I  cannot  thitik  they  have  their  ortgia  'm 
the  feudal  inftitutions.  No  doubt,  in'  fa  far 
as  feudal  principles  are  eommoa  to  all  men^ 
in  a  certain  ftate  of  fociety^  and  may  he  traced 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romany  no  lefs  thao 
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atpoii^th'?  anpeftMs  qf  (he  modferUr  European 
tiatiptiS|:the  Ruffians  alfo  may  have  exhibited 
fomc  cMrtffponding  appearances;*.  But  th& 
chief  particijlars  ia  th^ir  •ruantiprs,.  tdbat  dif* 
Iplay  any  fuch  pretpnfiosa,  arife  fi^^-jhe  fu- 
preofve  authority  of  the  Emperor  .Qver^he  hp-« 
bililyi' aa^  of  the  not>iUty  over  their  (laves.     : 

Jhe  peafantry  wereobliged  ta  obey  theifi 
fu.perjors,  either  in  labouring  the  ground, or  ia 
going  out  to ^ war;    hut  it  does  pot  appeafj^ 
that  the  terms  oii.^whlph  they  were  allowed 
to  derive,  fubfiftence  to  .  tbemfiplyes  frooi  til-i 
lag?  were)  that  they,  (hould,  on  denjandi  per- 
form military  fcrvice,.  /,  If  they  ,.;ra«i^fgreflred 
ag'ainft  the  will  .of  their  ownex,  they  might 
no  Houbt  be  driveti  out  of  his  eftate^.     But 
themafter  wajs  unwjiUiog*  to.  infli4l.):his  kind 
of 'punjfhment;  it  wa^  like  depriving  him- 
felf  of  a  dog  or  a  hpffe*     The,raojR:  coip^ 
mq^n '  puniflimept  woul^  be   the   fei?ure  oC 
their  eSeds,  or  cQrp,9ral  fi^ffering,.    In  this 
we  fee  nothing  like  ^he  incident  Qfjg/r./??^^?,^ 
In  like  manner  the  incident   of  marriage  h 
not  to  be  looked  ^r  in   the  powgr,  of  thq 

*.  MiUarV  elegatit  aftd  'itfgvhlotts  Accouht  of  tire  On^iii  of 
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mafter  to  make  his  flave  efpoufe  whom,  of 
at  what  time,  he  appointed.     He  did  fome-^ 
thing  (imilar  for  the  propagation  Sf  his  herds 
and  flocks.     Confidered   as  having  no  pro- 
perty but  what  depended  on  the  good-will  of 
their  owfiers,  we  need  not  fcarch  among  them 
for  ward/hipSf  mn-gntries^  or  aids.     Nor  doe»    ' 
any  relation  of  a  feudal  nature  feem  to  have 
fubfifted  between  the  Sotereign  and  hfs  no- 
bility.  He  was  as  abfolme  over  them,  as  they 
were  over  the  kbourers  of  the  ground.     If 
he  wanted  to  recruit  or  augment  his  army,  he 
told  the  rulers  of  certain  diftrids  the  ntimfaer 
of  men  he  wanted,  and  they  were  bound  to 
fuppTy  them.     In  cafes  of  great  emergency, 
no  doubt,  they  muftered  all  their  vaflals,  and 
this  force  has  been  termed  a  militia :  it  is  ma-^ 
nifeft,  however,  that  it  could  only  be  employ- 
ed for  defence,  and  that  Other  forceaf  were  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  wars  waged  at  a  diftance,  and 
the    extenfive    cbnqtiefts   atchievcd    by    the 
Czars.     As  we  have  nothing,  therefore,  in 
the   early  accounts  of  this   country,   corre* 
fponding  to  the  mititjary  fervtce  in  the  wefl 
of  Europe,  the  Ruffian  hiftory,  if  I  miftake 
not,  furnifhes  few  inftances  of  the  judicial 
combat,   nor  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms^ 
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flowipg  from  fuch  praftice  or  inftitution. 
Neither  have  I  found  any  thing  in  tHe  early 
ftate  of  this  country  that  ha$  the  appearance 
of  aq  aflfenibly  of  chieftains,  met  togeth^er  for 
the  pyrpofes  of  enading  Jaws,  adminiftcring 
juftiqe,  or  pf  deciding  concerning  the  expe- 
diency of  peace  and  war.  The  Senate,  as  it 
i§  termedi  (een^s  to  me  to  have  been  originally 
1)0  other  than  ^  certain  number  of  leading 
men,  nominated  by  the  Sovereign^  to  ^flift 
him  in  his  deliberations.  But  what  clearly 
fhews  that  feudal  cuftoms  were  never  very 
much  known  in  Ruffia,  is  the  manner  ia 
which  a  man's  family  fuccceded  to  his  eftate* 
The  right  of  primogeniture,  till  of  late,  was 
never  much  recognized  or  regarded.  The 
wife  generally  fucceeded  to  one- fourth  part 
of  a  moveable  fubjeft,  and  one-feventh,  or 
one-eighth,  of  immoveables.  Thehufband,  in 
like  manner,  fucceeded  to  the  fortune  of  his 
wife;  and  if  (he  liad  no  children,  the^emaia- 
der  of  her  effeda  was  divided  among  her  re- 
lations. In  thefe  particuljtrst  however,  I  fuf- 
ped  there  is  fome  inaccuracy.  I  fufpedi  the 
interefts  of  the  wife,  in  fuch  a  divifion,  would 
be  little  attended  to.  But,  as  Herodotus  fays, 
with  regard  to  cixcumftances  in  his  narrativa» 
1^  b  3  which 
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which  feemed  to  himfelf  rather  ftrange^  I  tell 
you  what  I  was  told.  Each  of  the  daugh-" 
ters  in  a  family  fucceeded  to  a  portion  equal 
to  half  what  the  widow  received ;  and  all  the 
reft  was  divided  equally  among  the  fons.  If 
this  was  the  cafe  in  early  times,  you  will  ob- 
ferve  that  it  tended  diredly  to  deftcoy  an  he- 
reditary nobility ;  and  fo  contributed  in  the 
ttioft  obvious  manner  to  irK^eafe  the  power 
of  the  Sovereign. 

There  is  fo  great  a  difference,  according  ta 
the  views  now  fuggeftcd,  between  the  ihan- 
n^rsi  cuftoms,  ind  political  conftitutiorts  of 
the  Ruffians,  and  other,  nations  of  Chriften- 
dom,  that  I  mention  them  with  the  utmoft 
diffidence.  I  believe  I  am  founded  in  the 
account  I  have  givtn  you;  I  have  no  theory 
toftfrve  by  tte  things  now  mentioned;  ytt 
yau  may  fet  them  down,  if  you  pleale,  un<kr 
the  head  of  tx)nje£lur€.  Two  particular sy 
however,  I  mud  fubjoin  ;  the  one  in  favoyc 
of  what  I  have  Cuggcfted,  and  the  other  f a-^ 
thcr  inimical 

1. 1  am  apt  to  think,  that  the  full  completion 
Qf  thc.feudil.fjLfteai,  as  it  arofe  ia  the  weft 
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of  Europe,  is  a'  Angularity  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind  ;  and  patficularly  in  the  hiftory  of 
thofe  nations  that  have  any  pretetifions  to  im- 
provement. The  great  empires  of  Affyria^ 
Chaldea,  and  Perfia,  if  we  make  due  allow* 
ances  for  difference  of  climate,  prefent  nearly 
the  fame  appearance  with  the  fovereignty  of 
the  Czat)  or  Vclike  Knez.  Their  Emperors 
commanded  great  armies,  which  enabled 
them  not  only  to  make  extenfive  eonquefts, 
but  to  exteod  their  authority  at  home ;  and 
their  nobility  refidcd  either  in  the  metropolis^ 
in  Ninevehf  Babylon,  or  Sufa;  or  in  the 
fenced  cities  of  the  provinces.  The  goverti- 
ment  of  the  provinces  was  altogether  military^ 
I  am  inclined  therefore  to  view  the  Ruffian 
ftatc  as  a  great  oriental  empire:  and  If  I  may 
truft  certain  fymptoms  in  the  charafter  of  the 
nation  and  its  rulers,  notwithftanding  the  ef^ 
forti  made  by  Peter  the  Great  atid  the  prefent 
^mprefs,  to  give  it  fome  refemblance  to  other 
European  ftates,  for  they  are  the  only  Poten- 
tates who  have  really  made  the  attempt,  it 
will  again  return,  1  will  hot  fay  f  elapfe^  inio 
ita  fortaer  orietital  condition.        ' 

f\  »  .  ;  II.  ... 


Digitized  by 


Google 


j7^  ANECDOTHS  OF  TH^E 

2.  The  Other  circumf^afice  to  be  memione<^ 
is,  tha(  feudal  cuftomf  ar^  aiTerted  by  grava 
authority  to  preTail  aot  only  ia  the  neighbour- 
jbood  of  Ru0ia,  but  even  in  fpqie  diftri&s  that 
lire  now  provinces  of  th^  Ruffian  etnp^i e*  '  An 
ingenious  French  Writer,  the  author  of  an 
lEflfay  on  Public  Happinei«,  e^iprefles  himielf 
in  the  following  mariner:— —^M  We  have 
*1  ftilljn  the  Ukraine  a  ftriking  exanfiple  of 
**  the  feudal  government  in  all  its  purity, 
^^  and  fuch  as  it  muft  have  been  in  the  be- 
*^  ginning.     The  Czars  gave  this  province 
^\  to  the  CQ0ackSy  on  condition  that  they 
V  fliould    improve    it,   and    be    ready    to 
.*•  render  them  what  fer vices  they  (hpuld  re- 
/*  quire%      Military    forms   and  regulations 
^f  were  i^  place  qf  f  very  other  rule  or  inftl- 
*•  tution,     The  province  is  divided  into  fcv;?- 
?*  ^al  regiments,  which  form  fo  qpiany  d^f- 
f*  tridls.      One  company  maizes  a  yillage, 
.  ^*  [uhycQi  to  a  Qptain,  who  is  un^er  ^h^  Qo- 
**  ioncl,  who  rcfides  in  the  city*    TFhe  Het- 
*^  man  refides  in  s^  fort  of  capital,,  vyfa^icb  is 
^*  no  Qtl^r  than  a  camp,  where  he  al^wsj^ys 
••  keeps  in  his  pay  a  certain  number  of  i^ji- 
♦•  fantry  and  of  eavalry*     The  reft  labour 
!*  and  cultivate  the  ground,  on  no  other  con-^^ 
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V  diticn  than  that,  whenever  there  U  any 
?^  need  for  them,  they  fliall  appear  in  arms/* 

According  to  this  account,  no  doubt,  there 
is  in  the  Ukraine  an  appearance  of  feudal 
inftitutions.  .But,  as  was  hinted  above,  the. 
principles,  fo  to  fay,  of  feudality    may   be 
found  in  all  nationa;  among  the  Romans,  in 
the  relation  of  Patrons  and  Clients ;  among 
the  Greek;,  at  the  fiege  of  Troy ;  in  Mexico, 
when  that  COUP  try  was  fubdued  by  Cortes; 
in  Otaheite,  and  the  South  Sea  Iflands.     Nor 
has  the  above  quoted  Author  aflerted  that  the 
particular  incidents  of^  the  feudal  fyftem,  and 
Vrhich  give  it  its  peculiar  charader,  are  to  be 
fnet   with  among  the  Coflfacks.     I  confefst 
fhough  the  outlines  of  the  fyftem  may  be 
traced  among  them,  I  doubt  much  whether 
they  ever  had  it  in  its  full  completion. 

At  prefent  the  Ukraine  may  be  confidered 
9S  in  all  refpeds  a  Ruffian  province.  It  has 
no  pretenfions  to  independence.  The  title 
of  Herman  is  in  fomd  meafure  abolifhed. 
Count  Rofamoufty,  the  prefent  Hetman,  is 
.  more  commonly  known  by  the  title  of 
Marifchal  than  of  Hetman.    He  was  raiicd 
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to  his  office  by  the  Sovereign  of  Ruffia,  and 
may  be  removed  at  the  Emprefs's  pleafure. 
He  refides  in  a  fplendid  palace  at  St*  Petcrf- 
burg)  and  exhibits  all  the  indolent  m^nifi* 
cence  and  gorgeous  luxury  of  a  Magabazus* 
or  ArtabazuS)  or  any  other  Perfian  Satrap  in 
the  reigns  of  Darius  or  Artaxerxes,  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  peafants  in  the  Uk- 
raine, who  were  not,  as  in  Ruffia,  attached  to 
the  lands  they  laboured,  the  fole  property  oi 
their  mailers,  and  to  be  bought  and  fold  at 
their  pleafure,  but  naight  hire  their  fervices 
on  any  eftate,  or  to  whom  they  chofe,  have 
lately  undergone  a  deplorable  change,  and 
have  been  reduced,  by  an  edid  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  Emprefs,  to  the  condition  of  her  other 
Ruffian  fubjeds. 

You  will  perhaps  infer  from,  the  foregoing 
account,  that  Ruflia  was,  in  early  times^  in 
a  more  improved  date  than  the  Tai tar  and 
other  nations  in  its  vicinity.  You  will  be  apt 
*  too,  to  aik  the  reafon.  I  am  afraid,  however,  I 
can  give  ypu  ,no  farther  fatisfa<Sioa  on  this 
iubjedk,  than  to  fay,  that  the  differenoc  muft 
have  arifen  from  difference  af  foil  and  cliiiiate. 
The  fouth(^ra  and  eaftcrn  ^rt|  ^f^  Ru^$ 

cfpecially 


Digitized  by 


Google 


R  U  S  S  I  A  N   E  M  P I  R  E.  379 

erpecially  about  the  banks  and  mouths  of 
the  many  great  rivers  by  which  this 
empire  is  fo  abundantly  watered,  are  ex- 
ceedingly fertile,  and  capable  of  the  higheft 
improvement.  This,  therefore,  along  with 
ibme  other  circumfiances,  determined  the  inV 
habitants  of  this  country  to  fow  corn 
and  build  towns,  while  their  Scythian,  Lap- 
ponian,  and  Tartarean  neighbours  led  a 
wandering  and  fugitive  life.  In  like  man- 
ner, thofe  who  lived  in  former  ages  by  the 
banks  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  cultivated 
the  ground,  and  were  expofed  to  the  depre- 
dations of  thofe  favages  who  iflued  from  the 
*  wilds  of  Arabia,  the  faftneffes  of  Mount 
Taurus,  or  the  defcrts  of  Caucafus. 
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L  ET  T  E  R    XLVL 

Concerning  the  Caufes  that  Duelling  and  Singh 

Combat  have  not  been  fo  ufual  in  Rujfta 

as  in  pther  Countries  in  Europe. 

PBAR  §IR, 

THE  Rufliaqs  are  i)ot  addid^d  to  duelling^ 
Pcrfons  of  fafliion,  Iq  fo  far  2^9  \  caQ 
learn,  do  not  appeal  to  the  fword,  either  to 
r(!venge  an  affront,  or  tp  vindicate  their  ho* 
noun  In  th^s  refpefb  alfo,  the  maimers  of  th(; 
Ruilians  differ  from  thofe  Qf  other  nations  in 
Cbriftendom.  The  circumftance  is  indeed  fq 
fingular,  that  you  will  be  incline^  to  dSk  how 
|t  happen^. 

It  occurs  immediately,  ip  confidering^  thi^ 
fubje£i:,  that  we  hear  of  no  duels  among  the 
Romans,  Greeks,  Jews,  Perfians,  or  any 
people  of  antiquity;  nor  even  among  the  mo- 
derns, if  we  except  the  Europeans  and  their 
defcendaats.    That  conteils  between  two  per- 
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iobS)  even  bloody  contefis,  and  terminating^ 
In  death,  have  not  exifted  in  all  times  and 
places  fitice  the  days  of  Cain  and  Abel,  is  not 
aflerted.  1  only  aflert,  that  we  have  no  evi- 
dence that  the  judicial  combat  ever  exiftedt  or 
gave  rife  to  the  modern  duel,  but  among  Eu- 
ropean nations.  By  no  other  people,  in  fo  far 
•as  I  have  heard,  was  ever  perfonal  valour 
made  the  teft  of  truth ;  or  a  matter  of  faA 
proved  by  the  fword  ;  or  the  will  of  heaven 
fuppofed  to  be  revealed  by  the  death  or  vic- 
tory of  a  combatant  in  (ingle  combat.  But 
among  our  eaftern  and  northern  progenitorSf 
even  in  very  early  times,  conflids,  having  fuch 
fingular  importance  annexed  to  them,  were 
not  unufual.  Frothon,  a  very  ancient  Scan- 
dinavian Prince,  declared  by  edid,  "  that  it 
^*  was  better  to  terminate  differences  by  arms 
**  than  by  argument ;  and  by  blows  than  by 
**  words.*'  This  dodrine  was  very  readily 
and  very  generally  embraced.  Rotharis^ 
King  of  the  Lombards,  who  was  the  firft  in 
his  nation  that  formed  a  regular  fyftem,  or 
code  of  laws,  and  who  borrowed  nothing,  as 
we  are  told,  from  ftrangers,  but  only  colleded 
und  renewed  the  unwritten  laws  of  his  fa- 
ther$|  enabled)  ^^  that  if  a  man>  pofTefllng 

**  lands> 
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"  J^nd8>  or  any.  kind,  of  property,  were  ac- 
""cufed  of  holding  Ujcra  .uajuftly#  He  might 
*'_aflfcrt  his  jight.  by  fingle  cpB^biait,*'  Such 
edids  might  be  expelled  from  the  defcend- 
anta  o^  thofe  who,  according  to  the  account* 
bojh  of  Casfar  and  Paterculus,  determined  the 
moft  facred  rights^  and  fuccjefliQO  to  the  moft 
importafit  offices,  by  the  fword.  About 
thifty  years  after^Rothari*,.  Griw)«l^  his 
TucceiTpr,  boafted  c^>  having  .  fiefouned  his 
iyftem^.  ^  .A  Kin^  of  the  Buxgundiahs  alfo,  ajt 
aj^ery.  early  period,  enaiSed,  th^t.  ttiefipgle 
combat  might  be  pfcd  as ,  lawfpl .  j? vidence* 
The;  Goths^and  other  nations^  vflp,  letriedia 
lands  that  had  been  \nuQh  ocQupjcd.  by  .the 
Romaris,  became,  in  this  refped,  m^d^j:  thaa 
their  brethren  of.  the  north.  Hqnp?  Kiog 
Theodoric,  according  to  Cafl^odpvuf,  pror 
pofecl  them  a^  a  pattera  to  be  followed  ^7  Ws 
iubjeds  in  Hungary,  and  in  the  regions  along 
the  Danube.  **  Why,"  fays  he,.  SS  bavcte-^ 
**  courfe  to  fingle  ccwnbat,  fince  thft  judges  ia 
!*  my  dominions  are  ipcs^pable  Qfii>^D£;  venal. 
•*  Meddle  not  with  arm*  bvrt  ,;^g|inft  your 
"  fpesj  .and  in  this  refp?^.  ftpljow  the 
y  Goths/* — "  Univerfis  barbaris^  8;c^  per 
^'  Pannoniam  conltitutis.   Hes  parva  non  vog 

*'  ducal 
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•**  ducat  ad  cxtrcma  difGrimina.  Acquiefcite 
*^  juftitia  qua  miindus  laetatun  Cur  ad  Mo- 
^*  nomachiam  recurritis  qui  venalem  judiccm 
**  non  habctis.  Dcpofite  ferruni  qui  non 
^  habcds  inimicum>  &c.  Quid -opus  eft 
*^  homini  lingua  ii  caufam  manua  ags|t  ar-^ 
**  mata  ?  Aut  unde  pax  efle  creditur,  fi  fub 
**  civilitatc  pugtletur  I  Imrtamirii  ccnh 
•*  Gothos  noftros  qui  foris  prselia,  intiis  noi 
*•  TuntJexerciBreinodeftiaili**' 

In  explaining  thcTeafons  of  a  diflFerence 
fo  remarkable  between  the  manners  of  the 
Romans,  to  whom  I  fliall  chiefly  appeal  on 
the  ptcfent  occafion,;  and  the  anceftors  of 
fomc  modern  European  ftates,  you  will  pro- 
bably be  able  alfo  to  difcern  the  reafon  of 
the  fimilar  difference  between  them  and  the 
Ruffians.  Whence  then  has  it  arifeii? — In 
attending  to  the  fubjeft,  you  will  perhaps 
agree  with  me,  that  three  circumftancea  re- 
fpefting  the  dre/s^  governments  and  fuperfii^ 
tion  of  the  nations,  concerning  whom  we  arc 
treating,  have,  by  their  joint  operation,  pro* 
duced  this  curious  efFed*  Dtfunited;  no  one 
of  them  apart  from  the  reft  could  have  done 
it ;  but  by  combining  their  powera,  and  by 

exerting 
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fxerting  them  ifi  the  fame  dire£tioc»  the^ 
have  given  rife  to  this  fidgulat  diSFerence.  I 
will  endeavour,  in  this  view^  to  illuftratd 
tbofe  three  particulars ;  add  if  in  this  difcuA 
iion  I  offend  your  patience,  let  nofe  trave  the 
indulgence  of  a  friend. 

!•  Wc  tave  the  ttftimony  of  feveral  aii^ 
tlent  authors,  hidorians  as  well  as  poets  and 
orators,  that  neither  the  Romans  nor  the 
Greeks,  riot  indeed  any  nation  of  antiquity, 
unieft  in  very  rude  tinies,  ufed  oflFenffve 
aritis  as  a  part  of  their  drefs ;  nor  indeed 
upon  any  other  ocCafibn  than  that  of  adual 
engagement  with  an  enemy-  Our  informa-^ 
tion  concerning  the  Romans,  is  apprehended 
io  be  no  lefs  appofitfe  than  decifive*  No  Ro- 
inan"  wTio  was  not  a  foldier  was  allowed  to 
eafry  ftrms.  Even  thofe  who  were /enrolled 
in  the  legion,  were  flot  entrufted  with  offen* 
five  weapons,  but  in  the  time  or  inflant  ex- 
pedation  of  battle.  The  arms  of  the  arrays 
when  they  were  encamped,  were  carefully 
depofited  near  the  Prsetorium,  and  were  not 
to  be  ufed,  nor  put  into  the  hands  of  the  fol-* 
diery,  but  by  the  exprefs  order  or  leave  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,     "  Accedunt  infuper 

"  hoftcs 
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**  holies  ferociusmultdjUt  ftatiiiflc,  hdn  pug* 
**  nare  confulies  cogtiituih  eft.     Quippe  im^ 
•*  pune  infultaturos.     Non  credi  tniliH  ar-^ 
*•  ma*'^      When  Tuftius    Herdonius   was 
charged  by  Tarquln,  in  a  general  meeting  of 
the  Latins^  with  a  defigtr  againft  his  life,  th^ 
jproof  wasi  that  he  was  poffefTed  of  arms.     A 
fearch  was  inftantly  made :  arms  Wert  found 
in  his  cuftody  i  they  had  been  conveyed  pri-* 
Vately  to  his  lodging  by  the  partlzans  of  Tar* 
quiti;  and  he  was  of  confequence  accounted 
guilty.     "  Non  dubitate  fi  vera  defefantor 
♦*  quin  prim4  luCe,  tibi  ventuih  in  coricilio  fit^ 
'^^  inftru£kus  cum  conjuratortim  rnanu,  arma^ 
**  tufque  ventiirus  fit.     Eiint,  incliilatis  qui* 
•*  dem  ad  credendum  animis,  tamen  nifi  gla- 
•V  diisdeprehenfisjccetera  vanaeiiiftiniatura'f.;* 
In  times  of  peace,  or  during  any  ceflatioB  of 
hoftilitiesi   the  arms^  even  of  thofe  foldiera 
who  had  been  recently   engaged,  or   tvtrd 
about  to  engage  in  warfare,  were  taken  from 
them^  and  depofited  in  the  armory  \.     Add 
to  thisj  that  no  perfon  was  allowed  to  fabric 
cate  arms,  either  in  the  city  ot  in  the  pro* 

•  Liv.  1.  ii.  ct*  45,  t  Liv.  U  i.  c,  51, 

^j.  Pctifctts.  Senrius 
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viaces,  wiihxwct  ibe  permiffiottiQ'catithority  of 
tbe  ffate*..i    ViTginius;  wlK).c^me^i^irc^Jr 
f^ol^  the  army  to  favefais  daughter  from  difho- 
Bjqux,  does  not  appear,  to  have*  been  armed* 
even  with  a  fword;    but.  put  her  to  deatk 
ifvith  a  butcher*8  kmfe.    ^*  Ab:  lanio  cultro 
•'  arrepto>  hoc  te  iino  q,uo  poffuEtt»  ait^  modo> 
^\  filia  in  libertatem  viodico^     Pe<aus  dc&ndc 
♦f  Puellae  traqsfigitf.:^--: — -The  Senators  ot' 
Oreat  Britain,  like  iheiir   Grermaa  anceftorSf 
'when  they  meet  in  their  legiflaiivc  d&mbly^ 
appear  m  arm&;  but   the  Roman  "Senators^ 
who  put  Ca^far  to  death,  armed.  themfeWe? 
fccretly  for  that  particular  pwrpofe;  nor  bad 
Casfar  any  weapon  to  defend   hwnfelf  with^ 
but  an   iron   pen  feized  fuddenly  from  the 
liand  of  a  clerk  ^.     It  was  certainly  owing  to 
ihe^egdlationsy  which  hindered  tbe  Romans 
in  the  city  fro»  wearing  arms,  that  for  many 
cenuaries  before  the   time   of  the  Gracchi, 
notwithftanding  the  tumults  and  violent  con;. 
teds  between  the  Patrieia-ns  and   Plebeians, 
excepting  in  two>  or  three  inftances,  there  w» 
little  bloodshed,  and  ik)  life  ever  ]o^^ 

*  PotifciH*       t  Liv.  L  3^  c.  48.        t  SacuuuM. 

*  But 
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But  in  this  refped,  the  pradicp  of  the  Geif- 
mans,  according  to  the  accounts  given  us  b)r 
Tacitus,  was  verjr  differerjt.  ^^cniour  confti- 
tuted  a  part  of  their  dreft.     In  all   public 
meetings^  and  in  all .  deliberative  aflembliesy 
^en  in  times  of  the  profoundeft  peace,  they 
nfver  jnet  but  in  arms.     The  confecjuencc 
was,  that  in  all  difputes  and  diflentions  they 
appealed  to  the  fword,  as  to  a  prompt  artd  de- 
qfive  umpire.      Impatient   of  contradidioui 
psi^qnat^  and  furious,  as  men  in  an  earl]^. 
(late  pf  .fociety  j,  high-minded,   Cour^giouSj^ 
and  expert/  ip  arms,  as   the  progenitors  of 
the  French  and  Englifh,  they  proceeded  to 
inftaot   confli<3:.      **    Turn   ad    negotia   nee 
**  mijtuis   faejpe  ad   con vi via    procedunt    ar- 
*'  mati  crebrae  rixae,  raro   conyiciis,   fsepius 
**  caede    et   vulneribus  transfiguntur/' — Not 
only  was    this   pradifed    by   the    Germans 
in    the   times    of    Tacitus,   Paterculus,  and 
Caeftrr  but  was  continued  long  after      The 
poft^riiy.of  iht   Germans,    when   they  be* 
cam^.  a  n^ighty   people,  and    were  divided 
into    various    ftares,    went    in   armour,  not 
only  to  their  parliamer>ts  and   public  coun- 
cils, but  to  their  vifus  and   private   meet- 
C  c  a .  ings. 
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*ng8*.  Indeed,  no  race  of  men,  fo  far  ad- 
vanced in  improvement,  continued  this  prac- 
tice fo  long  as  the  anceftors  of  the  nations  in 
the  weft  and  north  of  Europe.  Yet  the .  ciif- 
tom  is  fo  peculiar,  and  muft  neceflarily  have 
been  of  fo  much  influence  in  the  tommon  la^ 
tercourfe  of  life,  that  vee  need  not  be  furprifed, 
if  it  fliould  diftinguilh  the  people,  among  v?h6m 
it  prevailed,  with  the  moft  peculiar  ufages 
and  inftitutions;  Indeed  the  wonder  would 
be,  fuppofmg  fuch  a  difference  to  fubfift  be- 
tween two  nations,  the  Rotoan»,  for  example, 
and  the  defcendants  of  the  antient  Germans, 
if  its  confequences,  in  a  variety  of  remark- 
able circumftances,  did  not  diverfify  their 
manners,  and  render  them  diffimilar.  Henco 
not  only  the  duel  and  judicial  comba*,'butthe 
joufts  and  tournaments,  that  make  fo  great  a 
figure  in  the  hiftory  of  ^modern  Europe, 

II.  It  is  obvious,  that  fuch  exccfles  as  thofe 
mentioned  in  the  paflagc  from  Tacitus,  ten- 
ded to  injure,  and  even  ruin  fuch  fmall  com- 
munities as  German  tribes  ;  and  called  upoa 

•  A  Vkw  of  Society  in  Enrope,  by  Dr.  Gilbert  Stnart:  a 
work  tt  be'ftodied  by  all  who  woul4  really  undeifland  Ttd- 
wi'i  Treatife  of  Ancient  Germany. 

the 
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the  rulers  to  interpofe  every ,  means  of  pre- 
vention.    The  lofs  which  the'Siate  fuftained 
by'the  death  of  intrepid  leaders  ;  the  tumalts 
occaiioned  by  fuch  outrageous  diCTention  ;  and 
tkc  lafting  enmity  between  different  familiest 
d|fleminated  by  fuddcn  a£bs  of  violence,  were 
in  the  number  of  thofe  calamities  that  arofc 
from  furious  and  irregular  ftrife.     The  ru- 
lers, therefore,  were  niucK  interefted  in  hav- 
ing them  foftened,  or  entirely  prevented.    But 
how  was  this  to  be  done  ?  Not  fdrely  by  pofi- 
tive  and  expiefs  prohibition.     The  powers  of 
government  were  then  fo  weak,  that   fuch 
prohibition,  oppofed  to  the  furious  paffions  of 
valiant  men,  were  of  little  effect.     "  Nee  rcr 
•'gibus  itifinita,  aut  libera  ppteftas :  et  duces. 
**  exemplo  potius,  quam  imperio,  &c.  pras- 
*•  flint  *.**     *'  Their  Kings  have  not  an  abfo- 
**  .lute  or  unlimited  power;    and  the\r  Gene- 
**  rals  command  lefs  through  force  of  autho- 
**  rity  than  of  example/'   V 

In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  misfortunes 
of  the  kind  above-mentioned,  the  rulers,  of 
States  betook  theipfelves  to  other  means  than 
^iredt  prohibition.     They  faid  to  the  angry 

'..'-.         }      *  Tacitus. 

C  c  3  perfontjj 
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Jyerfons,  who  would  terminate  ^tlieir  difieh* 
tions  by  violetice/*'  Do  as  you  pleafe  ;  fijght 
*•  if  you.  will  i  but  have  refpedt  for  the  meet- 
•♦  ing  :  let  not  the  bufinefs  of  a  pu^j^ "  jjeT^i 
•*  bcration  be'caft  into  diforder  by  yoiir  diia- 
•'  grecment:  nayi;  do  juftipc  to  yourfelves ; 
**  let  no  one  take  advantage  of  another  fg^ 
^*  forth  to  an  open,  place:  ufe  propec  wear 
^*  pons:  and  let  each  of  you  carry  along  With 
^*  him  an  equal  ^i^umber.  oT,  friends,  to  affift 
**  you  in  fo  far  as  may  be  confident  y^ith  ho- 
••  nour,  and  be  the  faithful  witnefles  oF  your 
**  valour/^— In  all  this  there  was  npthing 
that  oppofed  their  paffions :  nay,  their  ifeif- 
importance  was  in  fome  degree  J  flattered. 
IMeantime  delay  was  obtained :  by  the'  ^6od 
Vsfl5ces6f  friends  their  anger  Alight 'Be  ap- 
peafed:  at  any  rate,  tlie  mifchiefs  arifin^ 
■from  outrageous  difcord  were  leflehed ;  and  as 
the  perfon  who  feir  would  feem  to  have  met 
with  fufficient  juftice,  the  refentment  of  hia 
adhereots  would  be  afiwagod*     - 

The  difpofitibn  of  rulers,  in  early  timeSt  to 

»  prevent  violence  by  indireft  means,  and  even 

by  a  Teeming  compliance  with  the  an^y  paf- 

(ions  of  thofe  they  governed)  when  their  real 

dcfiga 
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well  ^Uufthat^d  by  thid  methods  .pradifed  by 

jfomb  tedwn*  nationa   ia  pmiiihiag  muixler. 

i^Tbeyare  me^tioDed  particttlarly  by  Lafiuu  ; 

^ndlitttk.ckief'abjfidi  fbems  to  hare*  beea5:tD 

appeafe  tbd irefentment  ^f  diofe  «m^ho'W6u||i 

cfdel  themfelves  incited  to  avenge  tiveieaih.  of 

-A.fiiehd.  :  The  criminal  was  obJiged.toqgiile 

-fiKty  pnefents^  nipe  of  thefe  were  gt^en  to 

-the  frieod$;of  thedeceaifedy  and  the  r«(l-we#e 

fafpetsJded -ordr   |)h^  dead  body.      Some  df 

^ibein  weris  faid"  to  be'  given  to  toake  tbte 

^tomahawk;  fall  from  Aehaiid  of  yengeance  ; 

foflW'lo  'A^fipfethe  wotindft  of  the  dead;  Afid 

others  to  icoa(bIe  hk  friends  aad  Telatiooa*  ^ 

IIL  Attother  circnmflaBce,    whicli,  along 

with  tbe  preceding^    tended  to  produce  the 

judicial  combat,  ao^  paf  (icularly  the  forcnali* 

ties  <xf  t&atcuftom  among  a-rudA  people^  ib 

.  fituat^ci:^8^  ihp  .ancient . Gjacmans  and  tbeic.  de- 

fcewdaiHe*  wa*  their  pronebeft  to.  fiipeaiftition^ 

Theij- gods,  «i8  they  believed,  were  inteccfted 

10  their  fortunes }  and,  of  ilQi^fe^uenc^,  were 

interefted   in   nothing  fo   much    concerning 

ifheni,  as'  What  felated  to  their  life  or  death. 

fiaite^oy^rirgarded  the  fingle  Combat  ai  an 

C  c  4  appeal 
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appeal  to  the  juftice  of  the  Beings  they  wor-r 
{hipped ;  or  an  infallible  method  to  prevail 
vfith  them  to  reveal  their  will  to  maokind. 
Thus  evety  fuch  confiid  implied  a  fort  of 

.  tacit  cOnyeution  with  the  prasteimata^al  .ob- 
jects of  divine  adoration  ;  and  the  appeal  to 
heaxeii  eonfiituted  a  firiking  feature  of  this 
finguhtr  cuftom.  The  difpoiition  to  beliene 
that  th$  Gods  announced  proqiifea  of  protce* 
UOUi  and  confequently  their  opinion  con-* 
cerning  the  juftice  of  any  cauky  by  the  itio* 
fefs  qf  a  combatant  in  fingle  CQiqbat>  appear- 
ed  fo  early  as  among  the  nations  defcribed 
by  Tftcitus,  •*  Ejus  gentis  cum  quabellum  eft 
**  ?aptivuni  quoquo  modo  interceptuiQ)  e»oi 
^*  eledo  popularium  fuorum,  patriis  quemque 
^*  armis  committunt :  vidoria  hujus  vet  il- 
♦•  lius  pro  prsEjudicio^accipitur/'  ♦*  They  o?- 
♦*  Ijge  a-prifoner,  taken  by  any  means  what- 

'^V  foever  from  the  nation  with  whom  they  isire 
<<  at  variance^  to  %ht  with  a  picked  man  of 
^*  their  pwn»  each  with  his  country  arms; 
<^^and  according  as   the  vidory  falls,  they 

^  prefage  fuccefc  to  one  or  t|ie  othfe?  partya'* 

As  the  fingle  combat  was  thus,  <^ridefed 

fs  it  deJ!;Kia)i4  on  heavep  to  ii)|erpofe. in  b^ 

^^  ^  '      '  '  ^    iwtf 
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half  of  truth  or  innocence,  it  was  coii- 
dufted'with  religious  folemnity.  Moreover, 
as  thfe  Gods -could  licit'be  fuppofe'd  to  favour 
falfehbod  or  injuftice,  a  perfon's  pronenefs  in 
calling  the  fword  to  witnefs,  was  held'  a 
fymptbm  of  his  integrity:  hisfuccefs  was  re- 
'garded  as  4nconteftible  Evidence  in  his"fa- 
vouf ; '^arfd  thus  perfonal  valour,  fupported 
By  Ikill  iti  arms,  becamfei' in  fome  meafure, 
the  tefft'-of  truth,'  The  propagation  of 
Chriftiamtyi  by  a  ftrahge  perverfiofi,'  tontri- 
but^d  to  give  the  ciiftbm  ftability.  By  the 
•doftrines  of  that  benign  religion,  the  Deity 
was  rcprerented  a$  inclitied  to  interpofe,  in  a 
very  particular  manner,  in  behalf  of  integrity, 
and  as  regarding  deviations  from  truth  with 
peculiar  difpleafure.  From  the  mifappHca- 
tioji  of  thoiip  Qpinions,  by  the  groffeft  and 
moft  arrogant  fuperftition,  the  Supreme  Being 
had  a  method  prefcribed  to  hiiji  for  the  dif- 
.  play  of  his  authority ;  and  was  requined  (o 
mapifeft  hi#  juftice  withip  the  li(|.^  of  the 
{ingle  cQu^b^t.  Themannei^s  ofitnen  becatne 
gradually  more  improyed ;  government  ac* 
quire^  vigjour;  %offeia^s  w«e^reftrftio64  or 
punifhed  by  pofitive  laws  :  the  judicial  com- 
batj  like  the  ifierjr  ordeal,  was  no  longer  ap- 
'  pealed 
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jjpale^fto;  .and  fo  went  into  difv,jfc.  But  a 
CQonfi^ion  had  been  formed  between  valoqr 
and  truth :  it  was  cherifhed  by  the  ardent 
fpirits  of  impciuouj^  men:  they  wore.arms  to 
defend  their  honour:  it  was  natural  th^ 
ihoqld  feel  refenrraent  againft  thofe  who  im- 
peafhf^d  jtheir  yer^acity :  and  ,girt  with  a 
fword«  it  was  r  no  leis  .natural  ^ that  the  fword 
fliould ,  exprefs  thidr.  refentmenf^.  .Thus, 
thougjij.ihe  judicial  ,oonvbat  was  ^ifcQiiitinued, 
it  Ipft  us  its  reprefeniativc,  the  moderQ  duej. 
,Laax  aware  of  thje  diftindion  between  the 
,  is ngle, combat,  oonfulered  as  an  ipftitution  of 
jho^o.ur,  a^dan  inftitution  of  q^l  polity*; 
nor  does  jit  feem  incc^ftcut  with  the  fore- 
going obfervatiohs.^  ,  ^ 

'  IJpon  '4he  whdle,  the'  no'fthefn' nations 
•  wore  tirma  on  all  occafions, Vnd'ih  ^periods  of 
'co'rrfiderable  impravanhit  ;'\:he'Rt^mAns  ftU 

dcim  •>' the  powers  of  government  *ambng  the 
-  faokfirfh   nation*  were*  wdafci  ''atnotig  tfce 

ftomails  ftrong:  and  thefe  rirciAtaftantics, 
:^Along^  with  Tujperffltion,  a  quality*  of  -whSch 
<fell  fliefty  as  wtfll  Ronian«  as  Hiitis  "^ttd  Lorn- 

baMivliaveatwAjrs  ^pbBTefled  qiSftiMirty  enough 


•  Dr.  Suiflrk 
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for  producing  fuch  valuable  inftitutions  as 
judicial  combats  and  fiery  ordeals,  explains  the 
difference  above  ftated;  and  apply,  with  pro- 
priety eriaiighJto  tile  Sngiiliriry  iA  the  man- 
ners of  the  Ruffians,  which  has  impofed  the 
-<a&  ^pQ&you^  ofTea4i%'thtsae^i^^if^\|Ll^l^« 
If  am  not  iniftnformedi  the  lR^kffian^,*e2R?ept- 
ing  the  guard  of  the  Velike  Knez,  and  the 
(landing  army,  were  not  accuftomed,,  to  ap- 
pear fii  iarms.    Kp  abufes,  thereforV/Arifme: 
trom  the  promilcuous  ijle    of   military  Vac-* 
coutrdmentSp  /called  eitlieir^for   tlie.  direfttf^r 
^ indirect  intei^pofitioii  of  government. .  ..  T^e 
'  Judicial  combAt,  and  coni^eq^entIy  tHe  cUie^^^ 
'  hoftouri  nevrt^.exifted  among  them.  Bot^as  fhe 
*'  JFafliiotiS  of  Europe,  apd  parVi'cularly  ilfiofe^^pf 
^'France,  are  making  progfefs  aniong  thj^  n^- 
'tivesofthiscouhtry,  fome  perfons  among  t!y in 
Who  affca:  patriotifin,  expreTs  their  expeSa- 
tions,-  that  they  wift  foon  tave  the  crqdit.pf 
Wowing  out  bhie  ahother'^s  brains  in  th^'eaScft 
.  and  polit^  manlier.    Adieu,  ' 
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.  M9!giifl>  payers  in ,  RuJiar-^Pnol(^me  on  d^dk* 
:    i^S^n  Efiglj/b  Theatre  «t  St.  P^tcrjburg. 

"* ' ',    b  B  X  R    S  i  Jt,  St.  Pecertborg,  Feb.  I2.  1771. 

"^^^OU  Will  be  furprifcd  to  hear,  that  We 
" '  A  ^-  have  got '  at  St.  Teterfburg  an  Englifh 
'^^layltoufe.  A  Company  of  Players  arrived 
liere  m' the  end  of  autumn.  They  were  ad* 
*  yifed,  yjc^ii  may  be  fure,  to  return  home  with- 
oil!  rpfs^  of  time  j  they  chuftf  however,  to 
make  their  home,  at  leaft  for  one  winter,  in 
Hijflia,  and  truft  to  the  well  known  humanity 
of  their  countrymen  in  the  GallerinhoflF; 
Accordingly,  with  great  diligence,  and  much 
tinfel,  they  furbiOied  up  an  old  barn  into  the 
likenefs  of  a  theatre  j  and  that  every  thiqg 
might  be  as  complete  as  poflible,  they  had  in 
it,  not  only  a  feat  for  the  Britifli  Ambafiador^ 
but  boxes  for  the  Great  Duke  and  her  Impe* 
rial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruflias.     So,  on  the 

firft 
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fir  ft  night  that  the  thieiti-e"  was  ojjenddV  ^' 
their  countrymen   came  to  thcrti,    to'  giVd" 
them  charity,  'and  to  laugh,  as  might  have  ^ 
been  expected,  at  the  Tragedy  oif  DoUgl«'.V 
But  inftead  of  laughing,  they  cried.     The'' 
part  of  Douglas  wa«  performed  by  a  femi^te 
player  with   inimicable  pathos.     The  audu^ 
ence  were  furprifed  into  the  Warmeft   k^l 
plaufes.     The  fame  of  this  excellent   per-^ 
formance  was  fpread  through  the  city;  and,:; 
for  two  or    three    fucceffive    eveniogi  ther- 
theatre  was  crowded  with  Ru|Bans  an^QlBrtil 
mans  as  well  as  Englifh.     On  the.  fbkrth'^ 
night  of  the  reprefentatation,  juft  as  the  piay 
began,  the  door  of  the  Emprefs^s  box  wasi- 
linexpededly    opened ;     and    her    Majel^,  * 
without  having  given  any  previous  warning, 
took  poffeffion  of  Jier  feat.     You  may  cafily;^ 
imagine  how  much  we  were  pleafed  and  flat-*/; 
tered  with  this  mark  of  her  Majefty's  cod&-. 
dence   and   condefcenfion.       This  was   fliir 
more  the  cafe,  when,  in  anfwer  to  fome  apo-* 
logy  that  had  been  conveyed  to  her,  about 
the  badnefs  of  the  accommodation,  flie  re-, 
plied,   ♦'  that,  among  the  Englifh,  ihe  was 
•*  quite  at  eafe."     In  order,  however,  to  re- 
medy^ the  real  incoQjvenicnces  of  the  (huatigp^: 
;  —  .  and 
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aajd  toteftifjf  ftHl/v.th«,her/y-^»^part^lity. 
tcio^.r  n^tioi:j,.^lhe  ordered  a  better. theatre  tq 
be.preijared J  apd  oa  occafioa  of  ppening  it,, 
the  playe^  YhobaddfaTya  fo  much  attcmion,.' 
delivered^  the  following  Prologue : 

l¥nl30lJT;tlw  aid  of  oroamcnt  or  art,   «    . . 
Tq^fpe^kth^  lang^4|^e  of  a  grateful  h«firtg  \     /  . 
I  i»fne^^cfpc;^fuU^    Little  known  to  fame,  .     '     ] 
Tbro*  ftormy  fcas  to  diftant  fliores  wc  came  j 
And  to  bs,  Brltpiis,  in  a  fprcign  land, 
Britonrf  extended  the  prbtefting  hand : 
Fricncflcfe  we  came  j  but  every  Britifli  heart 
In  Wi  our  ihtcrcfts  wAk  k^  friendly  part. 
Fiirfame  attend  you  I  Oinay  due  fuccefs 
Reward  your  merit  and  your  Jabours^  hlcls  t 
Kiod  a%  ye  are,  and  generous,  may  ye  Hill 
Enjoy  the  pawer,  as  ye  pop/s  the  will ! 

'  The  Rulers  of  this  land  beheld,  with  joy. 
How  Britifli 'hearts  on  Britifli  hearts  rely  : 
How  Albion's  fans,  incapable  of  change. 
Thro*  no  variety  of  friendft^ips  range : 
Kind  without  interefl,  with  affcAlon  true, 
Gea'rous  and  conAant  where  their  faith  is  dtie« 

The  Rulers  of  this  land,  whofe  hofts  defied 
The  rage  of  infidels,  and  qucU'd  their  pride  ; 
Made  KahuPs  f!reams  with  flaughter'd  foes  run 
"^ '  red  •,  \  (dead  > 

HeapM  Bender's    walls  with    thoufarids  of  the 

Undaunted 
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Undaunted  in  the  gallant  ftrife  of  arms. 
Even  to  Byzantium  carried  dire  alarms ; 
Ting'd  the  iEg«an  wave  with  Ottoman  gore. 
And  ftiook  with  terror  Afia*s  diftant  Ihore ; 
They  faw  your  goodnefs,  felt  it,  and  were  mov'd 
To  emulate  the  worth  their  fouls  approved  : 
This  genVous  fympathy  their  favour  drew  ; 
Us  they  applauded,  but  they  honoured — You. 

With  unexampled  goodnefs  from  the  Throne 
The  radiance  of  th'  Imperial  bounty  (hone,  - 
Beam'd  glory  round  us,  raised  us  from  the  groun^jb 
And  bade  us  bloom,  and  bade  our  fruits  abound.^ 
Far  thro*  the  nations  may  that  radiance  blaze^;. 
The  goodto  cherifli,  and  the  meek  to  raifej 
To  foft^r  merit,  from  the  haunts  of  men. 
To  banifti  Difcord,  and  her  ghaftly  train  : 
Envy  (hall  pine  and  ficken  at  the  fight ; 
And  Tufkilh  crefcents.mingk  with  tke.mgiit. 
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LETTER    XLVili. 

Copy  of  a  httterfrom  Count  Orhffto  Roujfeau, 
with  the  Anfwer. 


DEAR   SIR> 

I  SEND  you  inclofed  what  I  am  perfuaded 
you  will  confider  as  a  literary  curiofity : 
a  letter  fent  by  Count  OrloflF  to  the  famous 
Roufleau;  and  another  from  that  Grange 
citizen  of  the  world  in  return. 

Copie  (Tune  Leitre  de  Monf.  U  Comte  D'Orloff 
en  Rujfie^  d  Monf.  J.  J.  Roujfeau  en  Angle-* 
terre. 

MoNtiBuit,  Dec.  t766« 

VOUS  ne  fcrez  point  etonne  que  je  voua 
ccrive^  car  vous  favez  que  les  homimes  font 
inclins  aux  fingularites.  Vous  avez  les  vo- 
tres ;  j'ai  les  miennes :  cela  eft  dans  lordre s 
Ic  motif  de  qette  lettre  ne  Tcft  pas  moins. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


itlSSIAN  Ei^l^IR£^  4ot 

|e  Vous  vols  depaU  loag^tems  4ller»  d'un  ea*^ 
droit  ^  lautre.  J'en  fait  les  raifbaa  par  lea 
tcnea  publiques ;  et  peut*etref  les  &i  je  mal  i 
parcequ'elles  pauVent  etra  fauflbs.  Je  voua 
crois  en  Angleterre  chez  le  Due  de  Rich« 
mond,  et  jefuppofe  que  vous  y  etes  biem  ce-^ 
pendant  it  m'a  prid  fantafie  dc  vdui  dire, 
que  j*ai  une  terre  eloignce  dd  foixante  verftea 
de  Bt.  Peterlborg^  ce  qui  fait  de  dix  iieu:st 
d'AUemagrv^f  m  Tair  eft  faiii^  Teau  admirable^ 
les  cotcaux  qtti  entourrent  difFerenta  lacs^  for^ 
inent  de  promenades  agr^ables  tfes  praprea 
a  rever  j  les  habitans  n  entendent  ni  I'Ang- 
lois  ni  la  Francoife ;  encore  mois  la  Grec  et 
ia  LatinCi  Le  cur^  ne  fait  point  difputer  ni 
precheir ;  et  les  ovailles,  en  faifant  le  figne  de 
la  croii^/ croient  bonnement  que  tout  eft  dit* 
He  bitfn,  Monfieur,  fi  jamais  ce  lieu  Ik  eft  a 
Votre  gout»  vouis  pouvez  y  venir  de  demeurer. 
Vousautiezla  neceflaire,  fi  vous  Ta  voulez.  Si 
hon,  Vous  auriez  de  la  chafle,  et  de  la  peche* 
Bi  voii^  voulez  avoir  a  qui  parler  pour  voua 
defengager,  vous  le  pourrez:  mais  en  tout,  et 
fur  tout^  vous  h^efluyerez  aucune  gene  fur 
rich ;  ni  n  auriez  aucune  obligation  a  per- 
fonnc*.  De  plus,  toute  publiciti^  fur  fe  fcjour, 
fi  vottS  fauhaitez,  pourroit  etre  cvitee:  et 
D  d  dans 
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daDS  ce  dernier  cas,  vous  ferez  bien,  feloft 
moi,  fi  vous  pouvez  fupporter  la  mer,  de  feire 
le  trajet  par  eau.  Auffi  bien  les  curieux 
vous  importunerent  moins  fur  ce  chemin,  que 
fur  la  route  de  terre. 

,  Voila,  Monfieur,  ce  que  je  me  fuis  crfi 
endroit  de  mander,  d'apres  la  reconnoif- 
fance  que  je  vous  ai,  pour  les  inftr ac- 
tions que  j'ai  prife  dans  vos  livres,  quoi- 
que  ils  ne  fuffent  pas  ecrits  pour  moi.  Je 
fuis,  Monfieur,  avec  beaucoup  de  refpe^t, 
V.  &  &c. 

LA   REPONSE. 

Lc  23me  de  Fcvrier,  a  Hatton. 

VOUS  vous  doiinez,  Monfieur  le  Comte, 
pour  avoir  dcs  fingularites.  En  effet,  ce'n  eft 
prefque  une  d'etre  bienfaifant  fans  interet: 
et  e'en  eft  une  bien  plus  grande,  de  Tetre  de 
fi  loin,  pour  quelqu  ua  qu'on  ne  connoit 
pas.  Vos  obligeantes  ofFres,  le  ton  dont 
vous  me  les  avez  fait»  et  la  defcription  de 
rhabitation  que  vous  me  deftinez,  feroient  afr 
fure.ment  tres  capable  de  m*y  attircr  j  fi  j'etois 
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tnoins  infirme,  plus  allant,  plus  jeune,  et  que 
vous  fufliez  plus  pres  du  foleil.  Je  craindrois 
d  ailleurs,  qu'en  voyant  celui  que  vous  ho- 
norez  d'une  invitation,  vous  nV  euffiez  quel- 
que  regret :  vous  attendriez  a  une  maniere 
d*homme  de  lettres,  un  beaudifeur,  <jui.de-. 
vroit  payer  en  frais  d'efprit  et  de  paroles 
votre  genereufe  hofpitalite;  et  vous  n'auriez 
qu'un  bon  homme  bien  fimple,  que  fon  gout 
et  fes  malheurs.ont  rendu  fort  folitaire,  et 
que  pour  tout  amufement  herberifTant  toute  la 
journee,  trouve  ce  commerce  avecles  plantes, 
cette  paix  fi  douce  a  fon  coeur,  que  lui  ont  re- 
fuse les  humains.  Je  n'irai  done  pas,  Mon- 
fieurf  habiter  votre  maifon  ;  mais  je  fouvicn- 
drai  toujours  avec  reconnoiflance  que  vous 
me  I'avez  offertc ;  et  je  regretterai  quelque 
foix  de  ny  etre  pas  pour  cultiver  les  bontes^ 
ct  Tamitie  du  maitre. 

Agreez,  Monfieur  le  Comte,  je  vous  fup-» 
plie,  mes  remerciments  tr^s  fmceres^  et  mea 
tres  humbles  falutationa. 


1)  d  a  Tratiflathn 
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%rar{^tum  of  thA  a&ov$  I^tfirs* 

I 

YOU  wiff  net  be  fiirppifecf  at  my  writings 
you  ;  for  you  know  men  are  apt  to  have 
fingulanties :  Y6u  have  yours,,  and  I  have^ 
mine :  thefc  are  things  of  courft.  My  mo- 
tive lor  writing  you  is  not  lefs  fb:  I  have  ob* 
ferved  you  fop  ifbnje  time  gping  from  place  to 
place.  1  know  the  reafons  of  this  by  public 
rumour;  and  perhaps  I  am  mifinfbrmed,  aS' 
public  rumour  is*  noe  always  true,  f  believe 
you  are  now  in  England  with  the  Buke  of' 
Richmond;  andl  fuppofe-  that  there  you^  are^ 
bappily  fituafed.  INevertheteft,  I  have  takea 
it  into  my  head  |o  tell  you^,  that  I  have  ait 
eAate  difknt  fht ty  vorftsi  th^t  is^  ^bout  tea^ 
German  miles>  from  St,  Peleiiburg^  where 
the  air  is  healthy,  the  water  admirable,:  and- 
the  little  hiU&  fiirrounding  the  kk-es^  form* 
walks  very  ¥?ell  fiiited  ft>p  eoat^mplation*; 
The  inhabitants  are  igaoraat  b6tkof  Engliflfc 
and  French  ;  and  ftill  more  fi>  of  Greek  and^ 
Latin.  The  curate  can  neither  argue  nor 
preach;  and  his  Ihcep^Jn  making  the  fign  of 
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fhecrofb,  are  fatisfied  in  good  earadl  that 
they  have  dond  all  that  is  needfuK  Ncm^ 
Sir,  if  eVet-  this  place  fuit  your  tafte,  you  lAajr 
come  here  anfd  live.  You  fliail  have  your 
*(ranti  fiipplied,  if  you  dhufe.  If  not,  yoii 
ihall  hav6  himting  and  fifhing.  If  you  tire 
^f  folitude,  ftnd  thufe  cotiTerfatton,  it  ii  in 
your  powtr.  But  in  all,  aad  above  all,  you 
fhall  fufFet  reftraiut  in  nothing,  and  have  ob** 
ligations  to  none.  Befides,  your  retreat  may 
tre  as  fecrct  a«  you  incline  i  and,  in  that  vievr, 
1  tvould  advi&  you,  if  you  caa  bear  the 
toyage,  to  ooitae  by  fca.  By  taking  that  route^ 
you  will  be  tefs  teized  by  inquisitive  perfoaf 
^an  if  ytim  came  by  Jland^ 

All  tbisj  Sii:,  I  thought  my  6uty  to  teU 
^011,  out  tf  gratitude  for  the  inftrudioa 
^hich  youi*  books,  tboiigh  they  were  not 
written  on  *y  acdount*  have  afforded  me.: 
«nd  aalj^  Sir^  wkh  mtxch  refj^A^  &c 

YOtJ  would  pafs.  Sir,  for  a  peifon^  who 

hw  fingularhies.     In  truth,  it  is  a  firigularity 
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to  be  beneficent  without  felf-lntere^^^Jt  is 
much  more  fo  to  be  beneficent  from  fo  great  a 
diftance,  and  towards  a  perfon  with  whom 
you  are  not  acquainted.      Your  obligi.ng  of^ 
fer6>  the  'manner  in  which  they  are  made^ 
and  the;  defcription  of  the  dwelling  you.  in- 
tend for  me,  would  be  fully  fufficierit  to  draw 
me  thither,  wer^  I  kfs  infirm*  better  able  to 
travel,  and  younger  than  1  am,  and  if  ;you 
were  fituated   nearer  the   fun.  -   Befidcs,   I 
would  be  afraid,  left,  in  feeing  him  whom 
you  honour  with  an  invitation,  you  fhould 
feel  fome  regret.  You  expe£t  a  fort  of  learned 
man,  a  rare  talker,  who  ought  to  repay  your 
hofpitality  with  wit- and  fine  fpeeches  ;  and 
inftead  of  this  you  would  have  but  a  very 
plain  and  fimple'  man,  whofe  tafte  and  mif* 
fortunes  have  rendered  very  folitary;    and 
who  has  no  other  amufement  thanto  pais 
the  day  in  herbalizing  ;    but  who  finds,  la 
converfing  with  pjants,  that  peace,  fo  pleafing. 
to  his  heart,  which  men  have  refufed  him. 
I  will  not,  therefore,  gq  to  live  in  the  houfe 
you  mention ;  but.  Sir,  I  will  always,  with 
gratitude,  remember  the  offer  you  hav^,  made 
Ipe  J  and  I  fhall  fometimes  regret  that  I  ara[ 
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not  there  to  enjoy  the  goodnefs  and  friend- 
ihip  of  its  owner, 

I  intreat  you,  Sir,  to  accept  of  my  fincereft 
thanks. 


Dd4 
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L  E  T  t  E  il    XLIX- 

Tranjlation   of  an    Eafier    Hymn,  fometime^ 
recited  in  th(  Churches  of  the  Greek 
^    Communion. 


To  the  Reverend  Dr.  1-- 


R?V.  DEAR  SIR, 

YOU  know  that,  at  Eafter,  in  churches  of 
the  Greek  comnaunion,  Priefts,  appoinU 
cd  for  the  purpofe,  reprefent  the  Refurrefiion 
of  our  Saviour.  On  that  occafion,  I  have 
been  informed,  that  the  following  Hymot 
written  originally  in  Greek  by  a  Bifhop  d^ 
Theffalonica,  is  fometimes  fung.  You  will 
cafily  obferve,  that  it  is  int<»nded  to  be  recite^ 
in  the  interval  ))etweei:^  th?  b^ri^l  ^n^  (he  r^^ 
furredion. 

O  WHAT  an  awful,  awful  hour. 

Beheld  our  Saviour  die  1 
TThe  Sun,  in  dire  eclipfei  withdrew 

fi\s  radiance  from  ;he  iky. 

The 
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The  waters  of  the  troubled  deep 

To  their  abyfles  fled : 
The  mountains,  and  the  folid  earthy 

3hook  with  exceffive  dread* 

Amazement  was  in  heav'n !  But  wIiq 

The  folemn  myftVy  few, 
That  ftfuck,  ev  n  in  the  heav'n  of  heavens, 

Angelic  hbfls  with  »we  f 

At  that  tremendous,  awfql  hour, 
'The  gates  of  heaven  were  cIosM; 

The  fabric  of  the  rolling  fpheres 
With  confternation  paus'd. 

Meantime  what  deeds  were  donie  on  earth  { 

Deeds  of  atrocious  ftrife  ! 
The  powers  of  Death  aod  X)arknefs  ftrov^ 

Againft  the  JL»ord  of  Life  J 

And  conqu€r'dff*-iis  they  vamly  deemed  I 

Nor,  io  their  frenjiy,  knew, 
That  they  ibo«W,  by  that  heinops  aft, 

Their  own  rebellion  rue, 

The  darknefft  flies  away !  thegatei 

Of  heaven  are  open'd  wide ! 
^pd  fudden*  from  th«  fap^ure  throne, 

Blirfts  ao  effiilgent  tide.    . 

Emerging 
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Emerging  from  the  cloud  of  light, 

With  beaming  harps^  behold  ! 
In  bright  attire,*  the  Seraphin 

Their  radiant  forms  unfold* 

On  high  their  Ipud  holannas  flow : 

Meffiah's  praife  they  fing : 
The  nether  orbs  refume  their  fpeed. 

And  with  hpfannas  ring. 

^*  Meffiah  triumphs,"  they  proclaim, — 

♦«  Tho*  in  the  grave  he  lies, 
•*  Soon  will  he  burft  the  bonds  qf  Deatb» 

**  And  reafcend  the  Ikies. 

««  Ten  thoufand  thoufand  angels  thea 

*^  Shall  join  the  vocal  lay ; 
*•  And  hail,  triumphant,  his  return 

^*  To  everiafting  day  ! 

"  To  Him  a  crown  of  majefty 

**  Amid  the  hofts  of  heaven, 
•'  Shall  by  Jehova  be  with  power 

*^  And  wide  dominion  given. 

*•  Far  thro'  the  ftarry  realms  of  fpace 
"  Blazing  with  beams  of  gold, 

**  His  banner,  at  the  gate  of  heavenji 
,*^  An.angelflia|l  unfold. 

<*  Then 
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**  Then  pealing  with  tremendous  voice 

The  Seraph  of  the  Sun, 
**  Shall,  as  his  flames  expires,  proclaim 

*'  Mefliah's  reign  begun. 

♦'  RousM  by  that  voice,  in  white  array, 

''  Hi^  Eleajo  the  iky    . 
**  Shall  foar,  and  reign  with  glory  crownM 

*'  In  realms  of  blefs  on  high. 

^^  Glory  to  God,  and  to  the  Son, 

"  And  to  the  Spirit  pure  ! 
•*  Their  juftice,  goodnefs,  and  their  power, 

•  ^  Forever  (hall  endure*'* 


/ 
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LETTER    L. 

The  Seraftitr  of  Bender. 


DEAR   SIR,  Joly  lothi  1771^ 

TT  is  faid  hcrt,  that,  except  Conftafitinoplc» 
7^  no  city  in  Kurope  contains  a  greater  Ta- 
riety  of  ftrangers  than  St  Peieiiburg.  In 
London  and  Paris  you  have  Europeans  of  all 
nations ;  but  you  have  not»  additionally  to 
thefe,  different  races  of  Tartars,  Circaffians, 
^nd  Armeniaqs, — —The  moft  beautiful  Cir- 
caffian  I  have  feen  here  is  the  wife  gf  an  Ar- 
menian merchant ;  and  her  beauty  Teems  of  a 
J^ind  foroewhat  fingular.  She  is  moft  grace^ 
fully  formed ;  but  has  not  the  leaft  tint  of 
complexion :  nor  does  (he  imitate  the  Ruf- 
fian ladies^  in  fummoningart  to  the  afiiflaaca 
of  nature.  Her  (kin  is  as  white  as  the  driven 
fnow;  it  is  fo  tranfparentt  as  to  ihew  thdt 
purple  veins  underneath;  her  features  dif- 
play  the  beauties  of  Helen;   her  eyes  are 

deep 
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deep  Wuc ;  her  eye-hrows  excjuifite  j  and  her 
tiftir,  fto^ing  wer  her  irofy  ncck>  is  as  blacb 
9a  the  wiag  of  a  raren.  This  fpecies  of 
beauty,,  however*  doea  m>t  diftiaguifh  all  th« 
Qrqafl^s  I  have  feen ;  feme  of  them  hj^vc^ 
hlack  eyeat  aod  a  ruddy  <;QmplcaoiK 

In  confequence  of  the  number  of  ftraugert 
in  St.  Pfeterfburg,  many  perfons  fpeak  a  va- 
riety of  different  languages:  nor  would  cve» 
the  ladies  think  you  were  calKng  them  bad 
names,  if  you  were  to  fay  t&ey  were  Poly- 
glots, The  Engliih  ladies  here  fpeak  French^ 
German^  and  Rufs^^and  foipe  of  them  Italian. 
Their  other  graces  and  accompli (hments  aa« 
proportioned  to  their  gift  of  tongues. 

The  varkty  of  ftmngevs^  h«re^  te^  di¥erfil€d 
at  pr<rfeft^  by  the  addiiioa  ef  a  greM  many 
Tvrkifii  pri^aemi.  Tbey  aM  remarkably 
imll^  uibd;  and  go  alxomt  the  cifiy  with  a  great 
deal  of  fresedoiir.:  The  uioft  diftiiiguiihed 
per&naga  among^  them  ia  tW  SerafiE^,  who 
faehaiiivfc  f^  g^oiidy  in  the  defence  of  Bender. 
IfeiaaniKwia;  tftat  !»»  a.  dc^feeodanfi  of  Ma^ 
boiriet;  aiid^.a^.  atmaHk  of  bb.  high  lineage^ 
ite  Qohm  <k£  hkk  sobe  is  8rae»«    The  fafhioa 

of 
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of  his  drefs,  excepting  that  he  wears  ^  tut^ 
ban,  is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Hofpodaf  of 
Wallachia.    But  he  is  a  different  perfoii  from 
the  Hofpodar.     Gregbrio  Giko  is  rather  tall, 
and  of  a  dignified  appearance  :  the  Serafkier 
is  little,  meagre, -marked  with  the  fmall-pox, 
and  of  a  n^ean  appearance.     But  he  is  as  va- 
liant as  the  edge  of  his  fabre,  fteady  to  his 
truft,  a£tive  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  and 
determined  in  his  tenor  of  condud.     Though 
conquered,  and  a  captive,  he  is  not  fubdued  ; 
but  exhibits  an  unyielding,  And  even   con- 
temptuous fternnefs,  that  furprifes  his  con- 
querors.    He  infiiled  on  having  a  numerous 
attendance  of  Turks,  including  a  part  of  his 
feraglio,  and  a  perfon  of  fmall  ftature,  who 
difplays  the  antic  geftures  of  a  buffoon :  his  re- 
quifition  was  immediately  granted.  A  Huflian 
nobleman  afked  him  to  his  houfe :  **  I  anx 
*^  your  prifoner,"  he  replied ;  **  you  may  da 
**  with  me  what  youpleafe ;  you  may  cut  ofF 
♦'  my  head,  if  you  will :  but  if  lam  free  to 
**  go  to  your  houfe,  or  not ;  I  will  not  go."— 
One  of  his  baftiaws  gave  a  blow  with  hi^  fift 
to  a  Ruffian  officer.     The  officer  complained 
to  his  General ;  and  the  General  aflced^  die 
Serafkier,  "  what  would  have  been  done  to  9, 

'f  Ruffiai^ 
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**  Ruffian  at  Conftantinople,  who  (hould  have 
♦*  behaved  in  that  manner  to  a  Turk?*' 
'*  They  would  have  ftrangled  him,"  he  re- 
plied.    But.  the  Turk  was  not  ftrangled. • 

The  Serafkier,  however,  paid  a  vifit,  at  his 
houfe  in  the  country,  to  the  Britifti  Ambaf- 
fador.  He  came  on  horfe-back,  with  his 
green  flowing  garment,  and  his  horfe  moft 
fumptuoufly  caparifoned.  He  fpoke  little ; 
for,  foon  after  his  fitting  down,  one  of  his 
Attendants  brought  him  a  very  long  tobacco* 
pipe,  and  he  continued  fmoking  all  the  time 
of  his  vifit.  His  buffoon  appears  very  often 
in  parti-coloured  garments  in  the  ftreets  of 
the  city ;  and  endeavours,  by  his  drolleries, 
to  amufe  the  paflerigers.  The  Turks  them- 
felves  appear  fo  grave  and  folemn,  that  it  is 
really  amufing  to  fee  a  Turkifti  buffoon.^ 
Adieu. 
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1  ^  T  t  fe  R     LI. 

AbftraSf  of  a  Ruffian  CaUchlfni^ 


Ta  the  Reverend 


ftEV.   t>EAR    SIB,'  Augafti77r. 

I  MENTIONED  to  yoii,  ikdX  the  Ruffiaft 
Clergy  were*  for  the  mod  part,  v^ry  ig-» 
norantw  I  alfo  fuggefted,  that  thi$  general 
cenfure  was  not  to  be  received  withqut  limi* 
tationj  and  tl>at  among  them  were  fome 
perfons  of  learnings  and  of  great  moderafionu 
Some  attempts  have  been  made  of  a  very 
laudable  nature,  to  difleminate  among  thd 
people  correa  and  enlarged  fentiments  of  re- 
ligion. Of  this  kind  is  a  Catechifm,  wbich^ 
in  many  paflTages,  not  only  breathes  a  liberat 
and  pious  fpirit;  bm  is  compofed  with  much 
fimplicity,  both  of  language  and  manner.^ 
You  are  fo  much  a  friend  to  any  thing  good^ 
Wi  fubjefts  of  fufch  importances  that  I  per- 

fi»ade( 
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fnade  myfelf,  you  will  receive  with  pleafure 
the  following  abftra<3:  of  this  performance. 
Befidea,  in  fome  of  the  explanations,  you 
wilU  perhaps,  find  ibme  allufions  to  the  man* 
ner?  of  the  country,  that  will  make  you 
fmile. 

The  Ruffian  Catechifm  is  divided  into 
Three  Parts.  ^  The  Firft  treats  of  Natural  Re- 
Jigion ;  the  Second,  of  Revealed ;  and  the 
Third,  of  the  Divine  Laws. « 

P  A  R  T      L 

In  the  Firft  Part  are  confid^ed  the  being 
and  nature. of  God;  the  creation  of  the  world, 
and  its  prefervation ;  and  the  duty  which 
man  owes  to  God  as  his  creator  and  governor. 
The  prooifs  of  the  exiftence  of  God,  arc  urged 
from  the  contemplation  of  the  world ;  from 
the  general  confent  of  all  mankind  ;  from  the 
t^ftimony  of  confciencej  and  from  the  in- 
nate defire  of  the  foul  after  perfedlion.  A(^ 
fuming  the  neceffary  exiftence  of  God  as  a 
principle,  from  it  are  deduced  his  unity,  eter- 
nity, immateriality,  immortality,  fpirituality, 
and .  confequently  his  wifdom,  truth,  juftice> 
'  E  e  goodnefs, 
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goadnefs,  and  atl  hi6  other  moral  qualities^ 
The  creation  of  the  world  is  then  briefly 
treated  of;  and  the  following  acoouiM  grven 

us  of  the  origin  of  evil : Every  thing  it 

faid  to  be  created  by  God's  wifdom ;  rievcr^ 
thelefs  the  beft  things  may  be  abufed;  a 
fwprd  may  be  ufed  to  flay  the  innocent,  and 
the  human  underftanding  may  be  employed 
in'guile.  Man  is  faid  to  have  been  made  ai^ 
ler  the  image  of  God,  witli  a  natural  propen- 
fity  to  good,  and  averfion  to  evil.  The  pro- 
vidence of  God  is  alfo  aflerted;  and  that  the 
utility  refulting  to  mankind,  from  the  know* 
ledge  of  God  and  of  ourfelvea*  coqfifts  in  be-, 
getting  in  us  confidence  in  God,  and  refigna- 
tion  to  his  willj  in  ftrengthening  our  moral 
principles,  and  in  difpofing  us  to  worfhip 
God.  The  worfliip  of  God  is  faid  to  be  tyro- 
fold  ;  interior,  confifting  in  love,  fear,  vene- 
ration, and  gratitude  to  God ;  and,  exterior, 
confifting  in  the  external  forms  of  devotion^ 
Confcience,  however,  is  faid  to  inform  us, 
that  our  utmoft  efforts  to  fulfil  the  will  of 
Cod  are  imperfeft;  smd  that  our  only  hope 
is  in  his  mercy.    No  mentipn  of  original  Hn. 

P  AK  T 
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P   A   R   T      IL 

Tr EATING ^  of  Revealed  Religion,  it  19 
ohfervqd,  that  the  light  of  nature  is  not  alone 
fufficient  for  our  falvation ;  that  falvation  is 
only  had  by  the  gofpel,  which  contains  the 
joyful  tidings  of  our  redemption ;  that  reli- 
gion is  the  receiving  the  gofpel  in  our  hearts  $ 
that  the  great  truths  of  the  gofpel  are  con- 
tained in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  and 
are  fummarily  contained  in  the  Apoftles 
Creed ;  that  by  it  we  are  inftru£ted  in  all  the 
great  dodrines  of  Chriftianity;  that  God  is 
one  in  cffence,  but  confifts  of  thred  perfoiis-, 
the  Father  eternal,  the  Son,  begot  by  the  Fa- 
ther before  all  ages,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
proceeding  from  the  Father ;  all  three  to  be 
equally  adored  :  that  faith  in  Chrift  is  of  in- 
finite ufe,  by  calming  the  terrors  of  con- 
fcience,  and  reprefenting  God  as  merciful  as 
well  as  juft ;  that  it  muft  be  an  a<5live  faith, 
turning  us  to  repentance  and  the  true  wor- 
ihip  of  God  ;  that  all  thofe  who  truly  believe, 
conftitute  the  church ;  that  thofe  who  belong 
to  the  church,  are  initiated  by  baptifm;  a 
myfterious  rite,  by  which  the  foul  is  wafhed 
from  fin ;  that  the  Eucharift  is  another  ritfe, 
E  e  a  by 
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by  which  we  teftify  our  faith^  and  by  eating 
bread  and  wine,  myfterio^ifly  converted  into 
the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift,  receive  great 
fpiritual  advantages,  and  oblige  ourfelves  to 
live  in  union  with  the  church ;  and  that  the 
care  of  imparting  the  Eucharift  is  committed 
to  the  clergy  ;  that  the  cHurch  poflefles  other 
facraments,  undion  at  baptifm,.  and  extreme 
undion ;  that  it  hath  other  inftitutions  for 
the  fake  cJf  good  order;  and,  finally,  that. all 
Twiio  aft  according  to  the  gofpeU  and  believe, 
fiiall  rife  to  immQrtal  life ;  and  that  all  who 
a<ft  in  a  contrary  manner,  fliall  be  eternally 
punifhed. 

PART     III. 

Concerning  the  fubjefts  of  the  laws 
of  God,  it  is  aflerted,  that  faith,  without 
works,  is  inefFedual ;  that  we  muft  not  only 
believe,  bat  aft  agreeably  to  the  law  of  God ; 
that  the  will  of  God  is  contained  in  the  De- 
calogue }  that  thofe  who  fin  againft  the  firft 
commandment,  are  atheifts ;  Epicureans,  re- 
jeding Providence;  polytheifts;  forcerers,  who 
divine  by  dreams,  who.obferve  omens,  and 
afcribe  fandity  to  certain  dfefles  and  ton- 
5  fures; 
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fure^;    heretics  and  fchifmatics ;    and  (hofe 
who  depend  for  all  their   welfare  on  their 
wealth  or  on  human  aid  :  that  the  invocation 
of  faints  is  not  forbid  by  this  commandment, 
becaufe  they  are  invoked  as  interceffors  with 
God  and  Chrlft.     God  is  faid  to  be  the  maf- 
ter,  and  they  are  his  principal  fervants;  but 
that  it  is  finful  to  honour  them  in  their  fefti- 
vals  equally   with  God.      That  the   fecond 
commandment  is  tranfgrefled  by  thofe  who 
worfhip  graven  images  j  by  ufurers  and  pro- 
fligates ;  by  hypocrites,  who  think  they  wor- 
fhip God  by  penances  and  feftivity ;  by  fu- 
perftitious  people,  who  pretend  to  have  inter- 
courfe  with  ghofts  ;  and,  briefly,  by  all  thofe 
who  hope  to  gain  God's  love  otherwife  than 
by  faith  and  good  works.     That  it  is  not  fin- 
ful to   have  pi^ures  of  Chrift  and  of  the 
faints,  for  the  pidtures   are   not   themfelves 
worfhipped,  they  only  aid  the  memory  and 
imagination ;  but  this  practice  is  liable  to  be 
perverted  to  idolatry.     That  the  third  com- 
mandment   is .  tranfgrefTed    by  blafphemers, 
perjured  perfons,  habitual  fwearers,  falfe  pro- 
.  phets»  and  by  thofe  who  make  indecent  re- 
quefts  to  God.     That  the  fourth  command- 
ment enjoins  the  obfervance  of  the  Sabbath, 
Ee  3  and 
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and  of  feftivals  on  religious  occaiions  ;    par- 
ticularly it  enjoins  reft  from  labour,  and  the 
going  to  church  to  pray ;  it  enjoins  the  giv- 
ing charity,  the  giving  for  the  fupport  of  the 
church  and  its  minifters,  for  hofpitals,  fchools, 
and  for  the  care  of  ilrangers  and  prifoners ; 
that  all  thofe  who  slOl  otherwife,  whether 
kity  or  ecclefiaftics,  either  through  impiety 
or  negligence,  or  wantonnefs,  or  profligacy,  or 
avarice,  tranfgrefs  the  commandment.     That 
the  fifth  commandment  enjoins  revereiice  and 
obedience  to  parent8>  rulers,  dergy,  teachers, 
bcnefailors,  and  old  men ;    that  the  duty  of 
parents  is  to  educate  and  inftrud  their  chil- 
dten  J  the  duty  of  children  is  to  fupport  their 
J)arents  ;  and  to  ad  in  like  manner  in  all  the 
other   relations  above-^mentioned  j    that  the 
duty  of  fovereigns  is  to  procure   peace  and 
happinefs  to  their  fubjeds,  to  maintaitt  juftice^ 
to  punilh  the  guilty,  and  reward  the  deferv-* 
ing,  to  fupport  the  clergy,  and  be  as  fathers 
to  their  people ;  that  the  duty  of  fubjeds  i^ 
to  love   their  fovereigns  next  to  God, — to 
obey  them  without  complaint,  to  pay  tribute, 
and,  in  cafe  of  need,  to  give  their  lives  for 
their  fafety  ;  that  the  duty  of  paftors  is  to  in^ 
ftrufl  mildly  by  precept  and  exanxplc;  the 
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yduty  of  the  flock  to  follow  the  fliepherd  with 
^11  due  refjpeft  J  that  the  duty  of  mafters  is  to 
inftrwS:  their  fervants,— *not  to  overburthe^ 
them,  iior  to  punvfh  them   too  rigoroufly  j 
that  the  d^ty  of  fervants  is  to  fear  their  maf- 
Jters  with  filial  fear,  to  obey  without  floth  or 
Aiurtnuring,  to  put  up  with  their  ilUhumours, 
and  defend  their  honour  j  that  the  duty  of 
<the  hufband  is  to  love  his  wife,  to  eorredl  her 
;fault8^^;7/i?)^j  the  duty  of  the  wife  to  love 
4^and  fevere  her  huiband ;  that  fidelity  is  the 
^uty  of  both ;  that  the  rich  are  bound  not  to 
rfae  proud  nor  cavet6u«r' but  liberal,  and  that 
the  poor  are  bound  to  be  honed  and  induflri-> 
ous  i  that,  in  general,  we  ought  to  love  and 
.confult  the  intoreft  of  all  men.      Againft  the 
Cxth   commandment    thofe    tranfgrefs  who 
take  away  life  froto  themfelves  or  others,  or 
twho  are  acceflbry  tp  fuch  crimes,  by  aiding 
or  coticealing  the  guilty  ;  alfo  unjuft  judges; 
thofe  who  let  the  poor  die  of  cold  o^  hunger; 
thofe  who  punifh  and  opprefs  their  fervants, 
fo  as  to  kill  them\    and  all  tvho  encourage 
hatred,  anger,  malice,  envy,  inhumanity,  the 
difpofitions  of  mind  tending  to  the  deftrtic- 
tion  of  mankind.     Againft  the  feventh  com- 
mandment all  thofe  tranfgrefs  who  are  im^ 
E  e  4  pure 
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pure  in  any  manner  in  thought,  word^  or 
deed ;  and  all  who  indulge  in  wanton  dif^ 
courfe,  dainty  livingi  and  debauchery,  tend-, 
ing  to  encourage  impurity.  Againft  the 
eighth  commandment  all  thofe  tranfgrefs  whO' 
rob,  or  fteal ;  all  fuperiors  who  enflave  the  free  ; 
force  thofe  to  fell  who  do  not  chqfe  it;  who. 
exadl  more  labour  of  workmen  than  they  en- 
gaged for  ;  who  feize  their  neighbours  goods, 
lands,  &c.  at  their  pleafure ;  who  retain  the 
labourers*  hire  ;  alfo  all  thofe  who  take  ad^ 
vantage  of  a  dearth  to  raife  the  price  of  pro- 
vlfion  :  who  exaft  unconfcientious  fervice  of 
the  poor  in  return  for  aiding  tlvcm ;  all  ufu- 
rers  ;  all  thofe  who,  in  felling,  impofe  on  the 
buyers,  by  vending  damaged  goods ;  all  who 
rob  or  cheat  the  government  or  the  church ; 
all  who  having  found  what  had  been  lofti 
keep  it  without  feeking  the  owner  j  all  who 
pradife  fimony ;  who  forge  wills  or  ac- 
counts; who,  being  rich,  pretend  they  are 
poor,  that  they  may  get  charity ;  all  hypo- 
crites, who  get  money  by  pretending  zeal ; 
all  flatterers,  who  get  money  by  impofing  on 
the  weaknefs  of  others,  &c.  Againft  the 
ninth  commandment  all  liars  and  diffemblers 
tiT^nfgrefs.     And  the  tenth  commandment  ijS 

ft  fummayy 
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a  fummary  of  the  preceding  one»,  and  prohi- 
bits us  even  from  thinking  finfully.  It  ia 
alfo  aflerted,  that  we  cannot  perform  every 
thing  required  of  us  in  thefe  laws, of  our- 
felves,  without  the  grace  of  God,  which  is 
obtained  by  prayer;  and  that  our  prayers 
ought  to  be  formed  on  the  model  of  tht  Lord'^ 
Frayer. 
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LETTER     UL 

Jtcc^unt  of  a  Circqffian  Princefs^  the  Widow 

of  D&nduQ  Amboy  Chan  of  the  Qalmuck 

Tartar^. 

DEAR   SIR, 

AGREEABLY  to  your  defire,  Ihave  per* 
ufed  Dr,  Cook's  Travels  * ;  and  as  you 
wrifh  to  have  my  opinion  concerning  them,  J 
can  affure  you  that,  in  fo  far  as  my  know- 
ledge of  the  fads  he  relates;  or  of  the  man- 
iners  he  defcribes,  extends,  he  is  a  writer  of 
ftri£t  veracity.  I  agree  with  you  in  thinking 
his  account  of  the  Circaffian  Princefs  very  in- 
Jerefting ;  and  alfo  in  regretting  that  he  has 
not  fo  united  the  different  circumftances,  as 
that  the  whole  might  be  read  as  a  continue4 
ilory,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fupply  this  de- 
left;  and  from  fuch  information  as  I  have 
jcolleded  here,  together  with  his  anecdotes,  I 
^ave    formed    the   following   uninterrupte4 

*  Travels  and  Voyages  through  the  Ruffian  Empire.  &c« 
by  J.  Cook,  M.  D. 

Narrative* 
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Narrative.  In  an  evening,  during  the  b«i<| 
weather,  and  your  prefent  foHtude  in  thq 
ppuntry^  it  may  perhaps  amufe  you. 


THE  CALMUCK  TARTARS  inhabit, 
or  rather  frequent,  that  country  which  lic^ 
between  the  Cafpian  and  Euxine  Seasf 
bounded  on  the  fouth  by  Circaflia,  on  the 
north  by  the  dominions  of  Ruffia,  on  the 
eaft  by  the  Cafpian  Sea  and  the  Volga,  an4 
on  the  weft  by  the  river  Don  and  the  Sea  of 
Afoph.  They  have  no  fixed  habitation,  but 
live  chiefly  in  tents  ;  and  fubfift  by  depreda*^ 
tion,  or  by  the  pafturage  of  cattle.  They 
.pretend  they  are  an  indepentjf  nt  nation ;  yet, 
if  they  are  not  abfolutely  governed,  their 
counfels  are  much  influenced  by  the  autho^ 
filj  of  the  Rufliang* 

In  the  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Annalvanowna^ 
the  Court  of  Ruffia,  by  endeavouring  to  prer 
yail  with  the  Calmucks  to  betake  themfelve^ 
to  agricplture,  and  live  in  fisted  habitation^ 
Tvanted  to  reduce  them  to  (till  greater  fubjec- 
tion.  In  this  attempt^  Donduc  Ambo,  the 
glhapi  of  the  Tartars,  gave  them  great  oppofi-? 

6  tion* 
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lion.  The  Ruffian  miniftry,  therefore,  re* 
folyed  to  deprive  him  of  his  fovereigrity,  and . 
fubftitute  Donduc  Dafliee,  who,  they  con- 
ceived, would  give  ihem  lefs  oppofition,  in 
his  place.  But  the  wifdom  and  valour  of  the 
reigning  prince  rendered  their  plan  aborjtive. 
He  was,  neverthelefs,  fo  fenfible  of  his  dan- 
ger, and  fo  juftly  apprehenfive  of  the  future 
machinations  of  the  Ruffian  Court,  that  he 
prevailed. with  his  nation  to  leave  the  regions 
they  bad  formerly  occupiedi  and  migrate  into 
Cuban-Tartary*  This  country  is  fituated  oh 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  Palus  Moeotis  or  Sea  of 
Afoph^  is  feparated  from  Crimea  by  the 
Straits  of  Taman,  and  its  inhabitants,  the 
Cuban  Tartars, ure  dependants  on  the  Otto^ 
man  Porte, 

The  reception,  however,  which  Donduq 
Ambo  met  with  from  the  Turks,  and  the 
Tartars  of  Cuban,  not  having  answered  his 
expedations,  he  determined  to  embrace  the 
firft  opportunity  of  re-uniting  himfelf,  on 
honourable  terms,  with  Ruffia,  and  of  return- 
ing to  the  banks  of  the  Volga.  This  oppor- 
tunity foon  occurred.  For  a  war  having 
arifen  between  th«  Turks  and  the  Rufliansj 

he 
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he  knew  that  the  afliftance'  of  his  nationi 
would  be  of  great  importance  on  eithef  fide  $ 
and  offered  his  friendftiip  to  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia.  An  agreement  took  place  between 
them:  It  was  ftipulated,  that  the  Calmucks 
fhouljd  return  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Aftrar 
can  ;  that  Donduc  Ambo  fhould  be  their  ac- 
knowledged fovereign ;  and  that  he  fhould 
affift  the  Ruffians  with  forty  or  fifty  thoufand 
men.  The  Emprefs  ratified  the  league  by 
prefents  fent  to  the  Calmuck  Chan*. — 
Among  thefe  were  two  beautiful  brafs  can- 
non, of  two  or  three  pounders,  and  a  fcyme- 
ter  with  a  hilt  of  gold,  ftudded  with  precious 
flones.  He  feized  an  early  opportunity  of 
putting  his  fcymeter  to  the  proof;  for  the 
Cuban  Tartars,  who  had  treated  him  with 
little  friendfhip,  during  his  fojourn  among 
them,  having  purfued  him  with  hoftile  inten- 
tions at  his  departure,  he  fell  upon  them 
with  great  fury,  and  cut  off  the  flower  of  their 
army. 

Not  long  after,  about  the  time  peace  was 
concluded  between  the  Turks  and  the  Ruf- 
fians, Donduc  Ambo  died.     On  his  deceafe, 

•  Dr.  Cook. 
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the  Ruffian  Miniftry  refumed  their  favourite 
defign-  of  abridging  the  independence  of  the 
Calmikck  nation;  For  this  purpofe,  they 
9gain  attempted  to  inveft  Dcuiduc  Dafhee^ 
ixrhom  Anna  Ivanowna  had  maintained  in  a 
princely  manner  in  the  city  of  Cafan,  with 
the  fovereign  authority.  But  th^y  met  with 
unexpected  refiftance  in  the  widow  of  Don-t 
4uc  AmbO|  the  former  Chan« 

This  Princcfs  was  a  Circaffian  of  illudrious 
lineage ;  and  not  more  diftinguifhed  for  her 
beauty*  which  was  eminent  even  in  Circaffiai 
than  for  her  virtues.  She  was  the  mother 
of  five  children ;  and  though  they  were  yet 
in  their  infancy,  fhe  determined  to  affert 
their  right  to  the  fovereignty  enjoyed  by 
their  father.  Therefore,  finding  herfelf  in 
danger  from  the  ambition  of  Donduc  Daflhee, 
aiid  the  contrivances  of  the  Ruffians,  fhe 
fummoned  the  Calmuck  chiefs  to  her  tent. 
She  reprefented  to  them  the  attempt  made  on 
their  independence  j  the  unworthy  conduft 
<^ Donduc  Daihee,  who  would  facrifice  the- 
Intereft  of  his  people  to  his  ambiticm ;  the 
magnanimous  virtues  of  their  formet  Chan ; 
his  attachment  to  the  dignity  of  the  Calmuck 

nation ; 
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fiction;  the  h^lpleA  (late  of  hU  family ;  and 
the  confidence  (he  repofed  in  the  care  they 
would  have  of  her  children,  '  Her  beautyi 
heightened  by  her  diftrefs,  added  force  to  h&t 
eloqwpoe.  The  Tartar  leaders  entered 
warDEily  into  her  interefts;  and  declared,  that 
none  but  the  progeny  of  Donduc  Ambo 
fliould  be  their  Sovereigns.  Thus  the  Prin* 
cefsj  fiadittg  herfelf  at  the  head  of  at  leaft  forty 
thoufand  men^  vrhp  had  fought  the  battles  of 
her  hufband,  and  were  now  devoted  to  her 
family,  having  encamped  for  fonje  time  nigh 
the  banks  of  the  Volga,  retired,  during  th« 
Vinter,  to  the  borders  of  Circaffia* 

Meantime  the  .I^uilians  in  the  foufhera 
provinces  became  apprehenfive  of  a  vifit  from 
Kouli-chan,  the  tyrant  of  Perfia,  no  lefe  fa- 
mous for  his  conquefis,  than  abhorred  for  his 
cruelty.  Confcious  too,  pf  thejir  having  ir- 
ritated the  Calmuck  Princefs,  they  were 
afraid,  that,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  the  Tar- 
tars would  co-operat^  with  the  Perfians.  J^ 
was  determined,  therefore,  that  evqry  engine 
fiiould  be  employed  to  deprive  he,r  of  her  au- 
thority; and  Donduc  Dafliee,  wi^h  thofe 
Tartars  who  adhered  to  him,  entertained  the 
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moft    fanguine  expeaations  of  cdmpafTiirg 
their  defigns.     For  though  the  Emprefs  Anna 
was  now  dead,  her  fucccffor,  Elizabeth,  enter- 
ed in  this  particular  into  her  views.     But  the 
vigilant  Circaffian  was  aware  of  her  danger. 
She  was  apprehenfive  left  the  Coffacks  on 
the  river  Don,  uniting  with  fome  Circaffians 
who  had  been  brought  over  to  the  interefts 
of  her  opponents,  would  either  betray  her  into 
the  hands  of  the  Ruffians,  or  oblige  her  to 
xelinquifli    her    authority.       She    therefore 
withdrew,  very  early  in  the  fpring,   to  the 
caftern  fide  of  the  Volga.  Here  Ihe  was  in  lefs 
danger  of  being  furrounded  by  her  adveria- 
ties,;  and  in  cafe  of  their  perfifting  in  tbeif 
oppreffion,  fhe  could  betake  herfelf  for  pro- 
tediion   to  the  great  nation  of  Black  Cal- 
mucks,  who  frequent  the  vaft  continent  be- 
tween the  Cafpian  Sea  and  the  Wall  of  China. 
She  flattered   herfelf  with  meeting  with  a 
more  friendly  reception  from  them,  as  they 
were  probably  of  the  fame  origin  with  the 
Weftern  Calmucks,  and  of  fimilar  manners* 
particularly  as    to  religious  opinions,    than 
her  hufband  had  experienced  among  the  Tiar- 
^ars  of  Cuban. 

In 
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In  the  meai)  timi;  Ddnduc  Da(hee  having 
received  many  afTurances  that  the  Calmuek 
Princefe  was  afraid  of  him^  and  would,  on 
the  6rft  appearance  of  force,  give  up  the 
conleft,  left  Calan  vnth  an' army  of  five  thou* 
fand  men,  and  purfued  her  into  the  defart» 
Haviog^  overtaken  her  in  her  march,  he  wa$ 
advancing  boldly  to  the  Tartar  camp*  Here 
he  was  met  by  fome  Calmuck  chief Sy  who  in-- 
fcrmed  him^  that  the  frincefs  inCfted;qn  bit 
advancing  no  farther  ;  but  that  (ht  was  wiU-« 
log  to  convexfe  with  any  Comnaiffiotaer  whom 
.helhould  appoint  to  treat  of  the  intereffs  of 
the  CalmuxJc  nation^  He  accordingly  fent 
one  of  his  friends,  acquainting  her,  that  the 
fimprefs  expt&cd  fhe  would  refigtr  her  au- 
thority to  him;  and  that  fEe  and  hefchildreii 
tnigtit  depend' on  having  fbc!h'  prcivifiori  made 
for  them>  as  fiiited  their  high  rank  and'  con- 
ditio'ri.  The  Princefs,  who  was  only  defirouS 
bf  gaining  timei  sind  cbwining  information 
codcerning  the' force*  he  had'  brought  againft 
her,  anfvcered,  that  it  was  then  late,  and  that 
tiext  morning  '*'  they  (hculd  adjuft  their  dif- 
ferences */'     in  the^  night  (he  conliilted  with 

hef 

*  if  the  Calmcrck  Princefs  be  tliooght  td  incur  blame  in 

tki«  part  of  her  coadudt,  aod  if  it  can  be  remoted  or  icfftaed* 
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.her  chieftains ;  fhe  found  them  refolute ;  an  J 
next  mdrhing,  by  fun-rife,  (he  appeared  oi> 
horfeback  at  the  head  of  her  army,-    She  feH 
upon    Dondiic  Dafhee,      Hrs   five  thoufand 
men '  made   a   gallant   defdnce;    but,   over- 
powered by  numbers,   the   greafeft  part  of 
them  were  put  to  the  fword;     Intelligence  of 
this  fatal  conflidt  was  brought  to  Aftraean 
by  a  Tartar  attached  to  Donduc  Dafhee.    He 
tvas  a  perfon  of  fome  diftin(5lte)n  :    had  with 
him  neither  bow  hor  fcymeter,  nor  any  other 
weapon  than  a  ba:ttle-axe  ^.  '  He  fhed  a  tor* 
rent  of  tears ;  and  faid,  hrs  friends  and  the 
Calmuck  Prince  were  certainly  flain. 

,  yafilee  Nikitits  Tatilhoff  was  at  that  time 
Governor  of  Aftracan.  Hci  was  a  confum- 
inate  politician  ;  and  had  diftinguiflbed .  him- 
ielf  at  the  acceffion  of  the  Emprefs  Anna,  by 
baffling  the  defigns  of  the  Ruffian  noblemen^ 
who  wanted  to  impofe  fome.  terms  on  their 
Sovereign,  and  reftridl  her  power.  He  was 
indeed  well  fuxied  to  promote  the  views  of  an 
abfolute  Prince*  Toisilly  ijnprincipled,  he 
Jaugbed  at  every rfacred  tie;    and.  being  ad: 

hy  authority,  an  apologia  may  fay  for  her,  that  the  ftratagem 
ihe  pradlifed  was  iimilar  to  one  pra^ifed  againfl  the  Cartha- 
ginians by  Scjpio  Africariiis. 

♦  Dr.  Cook. 
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dlded  to  ftudy,  he  could  fupport  his  itrlmolral 
or  irreligious  maxirh Si  by  the  ireafoiiings  of 
thofe  writers  who  gave  countenancie  tti  his 
opinions*.' '  He  poffefled,  at  the  fame  time, 
all  the  penetration,  cfiaft,  and  dexterity  ne- 
ceflary '  for  the  fervices  to  which  he  was 
<:alled. 

After  the  difcomfiture  6f  Donduc  Dafliee, 
the  Calmuck  Princefs  returned  to  the  coiintl-y 
ufually  frequiented'by  her  nation,  between  the 
Don  and  the  Volga ;  and  there  was  rSafon  to 
believe,  that  (he  intended,  in  cafe  of  any  fu- 
ture aflault,  to  put  herfelf  and  her  childrea 
under  the  protedion  of  the  Perfian  Pi/lbnarch. 
It  was   nccefTary,    therefore,    that   Tatifhoff 
fhould  lofe  no  time  in  executing  the  defigns, 
of  his   Sovereign.      He  was  fully  fatisfied, 
Cnce  the  defeat  of  DonducDafhee,  that  open 
violence  was  not  to  be  attempted  ;  and  liad 
recourfe  to  fiich  meafures  as  were  better  fuit- 
ed  to  his  cha.ra6ler.      Trufting  to  his  add  reft 
in  difcerning,  and  adapting  himfelf  to  the 
weaknefs  of  the  female  conftitution,  he  fent 
her  magnificent  prefehts ;  he  faid  they  were 
from  the  Ruffian  Emprefs  ;    he  affedled  to 
difapprove  of  her  rival ;  and,  finally,  he  af- 

*  Dr.  Cook. 
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fnr^  bar,,  tkat  bis^  Sovereigm*  fr^m  the  high. 
OpanioQb  iZke  ^ntegrttaioied  of  h^r  merits,  had, 
apfoioted  har  gov^oor  of  Aflxacaja.     He  in-* 
farmed  hcr>  tbait.  he  wa^*  r^ad|p  to  obex  ber, 
CoomMipdg.;    apd   that    her   power  in    that 
^upti)f  iTOuW,  be  inferior  only  to  that  o^ 
Elizabeth  Petrowna,     In  order  ftill  farther  tq 
irqpofa  on  her  credulity,  be  forg;ed  letters  as 
fjQTO  the  E;ijj?riefs ;  and  fcnt  fome  officerjs  of 
difiiniStipa  to  affure  her,  tha.t  the  great  pa- 
lace m  t^e  citadel,  a»d  the  palace  built  in  the 
neighbourbpod  of  the  city  by  Peter  the  Great, 
weije  ready  for  her  reception.     He  told  her, 
that  9II  refped  ihould  be  (hown  her  as  if  (he 
wer<  Sovereign  of  the  country ;  and  that  her 
new  fubjc^s  were  impatient  to  fee  her  invefb- 
od  with  the  badges  of  her  authority. 

The  Princefs,  in  evil  hour,  was  ieduced* 
She  quitted  her  retreat^  and  arrived  in  the 
Ueigbbourhood  of  Aflracan.  TatifhofF  wait- 
ed, upon  her  ipher  tent.  He  threw  himfelf 
on  his  knees  before  her,  and  feerhed  to  ratify, 
by  the  ardourof  his  proteftations,  the  fmcerity 
of  his  prpfefSons.  Accordingly  a  day  wais 
fixed  for  her  public  entry  into,  the  city.  Four 
thoufand  men  were  drawn  up  in  the  ftreet, 
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feTmifig  a  lanrc  from  the  gate  to  ^rtife  citadd. 
Catifio»s  wiet^  l6red,  drums  beat,  bells  rung, 
atid  the  whole  dty  feemed  to  be  filled  with 
joy  and  congratulation*.  The  Prrnctft 
ni^alked  on  fo6t,  attended  by  forty  Calrftucto, 
the  chief  tDien  of  her  natityn.  TatiihoiF  antl 
b4S  officers  appeared  in  her  retinue.  Tfit 
digtiity  oif  her  perfan>  and  tbe  beauty  of  tier 
coutitenance,  exited  the  admifation  of  the 
a<fembled  multkiade.  The  ednfctetrftrcft  oF 
kw  otwn  ifilegrity,  and  (be  belief  thtft  htt 
fpirited  exertions,  in  helmlf  of  her  ifatnily^ 
had  (pranired  her  thi^  diftini^ioti  as  the  r^ 
ward  of  her  virvoes,  gavt  additic^nai  <ti^n4ty 
to  her  appearance.  She  little  kndw  that  ^p 
had  fadlen  into  a  treacherous  fnare. 

A  magnificent  eaticrtiiniaent  W€§  prwi4e4 
for  her  in  the  gre^t  hpM  in  ih^  ««ftie^  §hd 
waa  featcd  at  the  head  of  the  table ;  ^^ 
Vihik  T*tifhoff  fat  a|  the  loot,  her  ('Ofif  QAh 
miidi$  coo|c  their  places  «^n  ^a^h  64$  <4  k^V^ 
Every  thing  was  con^i^^e^  with  the  ifitmQQ 
fpleiaJdour^  Taliihaff  was  QVprjoyed  j  .an<} 
^e  unfiATpe^iAg  Podi^ceia  \if»^  tjoa  Ibojpi  i^* 

^  Br-  Coolc, 

]p  f  3  fonned> 
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formed,  that  hh  joyarofe  from  a  very  difi-' 
fercnt  Qaufe    than    what   ih^  apprehended^- 
For,  after  dinner,  on  pretence  of  fome  bufi- 
nefs,  he.requeiled  her  to  go  afide  with  him 
into  an  adjoining  gallery.     She  we&t  alot^ 
^ith  him  unattended*     The  gallery  had  three 
doors;  one  at  each  end,  and  one  from  the 
hall.    ,Sh^  had  no  fooner  entered  than  the 
doors  were  fliut :  two  grenadiers,  with  fcrewr 
ed  bayonets,  had  been  plaiced  by  every  one  of 
them  on. the  infide:    and  (he  was  informed,, 
ipi   their  prefence,  of  TatiftioflF's  perfidious 
j)urpofei  •  He  told  her  not  to  be  alarmed,  for 
that  no  h»rm  was  intended  againft  her  life,  or 
that  of  her  children;    but  that  fhe  muft  be 
prevailed  vvith  to  refign    her    authority    to 
Donduc  Daftiee ;   and  that  if  her  attending 
Calmucks  made  any  refiftance,  it  would  prove 
fatal  both  to  her  and  to  them.     The  aftonifti- 
ment,  the  refentmentj  and  the  angiiifti  of  the 
Princefs,  were  no  doubt  exceffive.     Yet  thefc 
emotions  did  not  deprive  her  of  recoUedion, 
nor  of  the  fenfe  of  her  own  dignity.     Her 
condud  in  this  critical  fituation  was  fuch,  as 
did  not  alter  the  circumftances  of  her  fate, 
but   very   much  Iqflened,  if  it  did  not  cn-r 
^irely  deftroy,  the  triumph  of  her  betrayer. 
"■   '   '       '     "     ■  '--^  §.he 
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She -upbraided  him  with  his  treachery ;  but" 
ahfolved  the  Einpreft  from  any  fhare  in  hts' 
^uilt :  flie  reafoned  concerning  thfe  propriety 
of  his  political  condudt;    Ihe  reprefented  to 
him  that  her  children  were  not  adually  \w 
his  power ;    that  file  had  given  general  in- 
ftruftions  to  the  Calmucks,  ^vho  had  them  ia 
charge,  never,  even  at  her  reqneft,  in  whatfo- 
ever  circumftahce  flie  might  be;  to  give  them 
out  of  their  hanrfs ;  and  ihat  iny    violence 
done  to  them  would    for  ^ver  alienate  the 
Calmuck  nation  from  the  interefts  of  Ruflia. 
She  told  him  moreover,   that  fhe  acquiefce<i 
in  her  fate;  fhe  faw  it  was  in  vain  to  con- 
tend; but  that  if  fhe  were' allowed  to  confer 
with  her  army,  fhe  would  be  able  to  difpofe 
them   to    fuch    an    accomnxxlation   as  was 
equally  confiflent  with  their  honour,  and  the 
interefts  of  the  Ruffian  empire.     She  added 
mpre  prevailing  enticements — her  tears  flowr 
ed  in  abundance,  and  with  effedual  power, 
A   fympathetic   emotion  feized  the  heart  of 
Tatifhoff ;  he  was  unprincipled— but  not  ia- 
fenfible :  and  in  that  fufceptible  moment  he 
yielded  to  her  entreaty*      The  Princefs's  at-? 
tetidants  received  no  information  concerntng 
ithis   unexpeded  bufinefs   till  they  returned 
f  f  ij.  with 
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with  h^r  to  the  Calmiiick  camp-^-Tatiflioff^ 
]|i  the  mean  time,  was  not  fo  entirely  over- 
oome  by  bifi  fceling«t  ^f  qot  to  aaend  to  fomc 
prudential  coofiderations  ;  and  he  fept  along 
with  the  Princefs  a  guard  of  above  five  hun- 
dred men.  They  wene  commanded  by  his 
ibn-;  and  larmcd  in  the  completed  t&ai^ner. 
It  would  appear,  ^hat  the  Tartar  forces,  on 
this  occa(k>a«  were  not  yery  nuoaerous,  eUe 
they  would  have  refcped  the  jPrincdTs  from 
the  hands  of  the  Ruffians.  But  this,  upon 
the  prefent  occafion,  they  were  unable  to 
execute. 

The  Princcfs,  on  returning  jo  her  encamp* 
ment^  loft  no  time  in  accomplifliing  the  fligh^ 
of  her  childrieri:  ibe  herfelf  was  taking  Wea- 
fu«s  for  her  own  efcape;  was  mounting  her 
horfe  at  midnight ;  w^as  difcpvered ;  and  kept; 
afterwards  in  clpfer  confinement.  In  this 
fit'uation,  howeverj  exalting  inwardly  in  the 
fuppoied  fafety  of  her  childreD,  (he  appc^r64 
rather  with  the  dignified  filcnce  of  fallen 
ssiajefty^  than  with  the  plaintive  iorxow  d[ 
afflided  i^^ea^lcnefs.  By  the  dignity  of  bcf 
deportjBJ^^t  ^  fiwi&d  the  forwar^nefs  of 
^oung  TatiihofF,  who  was  fufpeiSed  of  hav- 
ing 
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ing  ^fFered  her  infuU ;;  a^d  €om|dl]ed  histif 
by  her  indigna^it  refcrye,  to  befeaye  with  hu^ 
QKliating  iiiilaoce. 

Meant!  mq  the  Governor  of  Aftracaa  re- 
pented him  of  his  feniibility*  The  gene- 
rality of  mankind  who  fuflFer  felf-cond^mna- 
tion,  are  afflicted  on  account  of  their  errors  ; 
but  Tatiftioff  fuffered  felf-  condemnation  for 
having  given  Indulgence  to  fomewhat  of  a 
p;enerous  emotion.  He  argued,  he  intreated, 
he  folicited  his  captive  (for,  though  in  the 
Tartar  camp,  fhe  was  ftill  his  captive),  to 
learn  from  her  what  fhe  had  done  with  her 
children.  He  fent  troops  in  purfuit  of  them  ; 
he  fcoured  the  defart  with  his  ColTacksi  but 
in  vain.  She  fmiled  at  his  diftrefs :  fhe  told 
|iim  he  might  do  with  her  what  he  pleafed  ; 
but  the  children  of  Donduc  Ambo  were  no 
longer  in  his  power.  His  chagrin  preyed  on 
his  conftitution;  his  Deep  and  his  appetite 
left  him ;  he  durfl  not,  for  fear  of  making 
the  whole  Calmuck  nation  revolt,  ufe  the 
Prijncefs  with  inhumanity;  yet  he  was  deeply 
mortified,  and  covered  with  fhame  for  hi« 
difappointment. 

NcveTthelcfi 
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Neverthelefs  he  was  too  foon  relieved  from 
this  merited  afflidtion.      The  young  Princes^ 
were  indeed  under  thfe  protedion  of  a  nunnie*- 
rous  body  of  Calmucks,  who  were  determine 
cd    to   defend   them.      But  they  werd    no 
longer  defended  by  tlic  wifdom,  the  vigilance, 
and  afFeftion  df  their  mother.      They  fell 
at  length  into  the  hands  of  their  enemy  ;  and 
were  fent,  along  with  the  Princefs,  under  a 
ilrong  guard,  to  Mofcow.     They  were  treat- 
ed there  with  the  utmoft  refped.     The  Em- 
prefs  gave  them  ample  pofleflions ;  Ihe  vific- 
cd  the  Princefs  ;  and  did  every  thing  in  her 
power   to    render    her    fituation   agreeable.' 
Virtuous,   amiable,    and  refpeded,   the  Cal- 
jnuck  Princefs   enjoyed  as  much  felicity  as 
was  confident  with  the  remembrance  of  her 
former  condition.      Some   circumftances   of 
her  ftory  refemble  that  of  Zenobia,   the  fa- 
mous Queen  of  Palmyra ;  and  thofe  particu- 
lars, in  which  there  is  any  differejicc,  do  ho-? 
nour  to  the  fair  Circafliane 

It   does  not   appear  that  Donduc  Daftiee 
was  able,  or  perhaps  entirely  willing,  to  ac- 
complifh  the  change  fo  much  defired  by  the 
Jluffians,  iq  the  manners  of  the  Calmuck  na- 
tion. 
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don.     Nor  is  it  probable,  that  Tatiflioff  had 
much  reafon  to  rejoice  in  his   impious  ma- 
xims. Succefsflil  in  one  perfidious  enterprize, 
he  attempted  others :   and  while  he  fupport- 
ed,  as  he  apprehended,  the  interefts  of  the 
empire,  he  was  not  inattentive  to  his  own 
private  emoluments.     He  became  folicitous 
of  amaffing  wealth,     Selfifli  and    unprinci- 
pled, he  proceeded  from  injuftice  to  violence 
?ind  inhumanity.     Among  other  enormities, 
]ie  plundered  and  put  to  death  an  Armenian 
merchant.     The  affair  was  reprefented  at  St. 
Peterfburgh,     Enquiry  was  made;    and  his 
guilt  appeared  fo  manifeft,  that  he  was  di- 
veiled  of  his  command,  and  confined  to  a  viU 
lage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mofcow.     He 
endeavoured  to  get  aa  audience  of  his  Sove- 
reign ;  and  did   not  doubt  but  that  his  infi- 
nuation  and  addrefs  would  procpre  him  fpr- 
givenefs.     But  thofe  who  were  interefted  ia 
his  fall  oppofed  the  means  of  his  reftoration. 
Once,  in  the  difguife  of  a  foldier,  he  had  al- 
moft  reached  the  palace ;  but  was  detefted, 
dragged  away,  and  fent  back  to  his  place  of 
confinement.      He   did   not   die     a    violent 
fieath ;    but,  pofTefled  of  keen  fenfibility,  he 
filtered  pangs  more  excruciating  than   the 
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pain  perhape  of  fuch  a  death.  Devoy^red 
wiih  chagrin,  he  hlafphemed  heaven,  fyokt 
treafoQ  agaiixft  bis  Sovereign,  calumniated  aU 
men*  pi^ed  in  dii<xxueQt^  and  died  of  vei^^ 
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LETTER     Llll. 

A  PeJiilentiaT  Difiemper  in  RuJJta. — The  Mqf- 
Jftcre  (^  tha  Archhijhop  ofMoJcoiv. 


D  B  A  R   SXR,  S^Potcrftofg,  Dcc#  3,  1771. 

A  PESTILENTIAL  diftcmpcr  has,  for 
fev^nal  nuinths^  been  raging  at  Mo{^ 
GQW^  asnd  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  had  been. 
ccHjE^Hvuntcatedi  from  the  ariByi  and  broke, 
out  w  the  rajay  feafoo^  I^.  rarages  haver 
been  dnefly  coafiaed  to,th«  lower  ranks  i  noft 
had  it  ever  appcareci  v^ery  formidable  where, 
people  have  u(cdi  thp  proper  procautions  of 
cleanlinefs  aod  good  air,,  to  prevent  it.  I  have; 
not  heard  any  good  account  of  the  fymptonis, 
Qt  nurture  of  this,  dr^aidful  ^fbrder,  other 
than. that  the  uiifosvtuaatr  p^foos  who  arfrd 
fes23ed  with  it|  are  firft  affi^edvwkh  Aarting^ 
aaad  tfjetmore  iaahe&vn^;;  th«y«  ad-e  cfacQi  af^ 
flr&sd  with  a  violeat  fever  ;  exhibit  red  fpoia 
midilGFenant  paria  of  the  b^dy^  whith  feldom 
I         .  fuppuratcj 
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fuppurate ;  and  are  tormented  with  excrucisl-* 
ting  pain  in  the  bowels.  They  ufually  die 
in  three  or  four  days :  and  fo  furious  was 
this  diftemper  for  above  two  months  in  the 
antient  metropolis  of  this  empire,  that  a  thou- 
fand  perfons  are  faid  to  have  periflied  daily. 

Its  progrefs  was  encouraged  by  the  impro- 
per treatment  of  the  difeafed.  Hundreds  of 
fick  perfons  were  unmercifully  crowded  into 
peft-houfes,  and  there  left  to  themfclvcs- 
Whenever  any  perfon  was  fufpeded  of  hav- 
ing the  plague,  he  was  torn  from  his  family, 
fhut  up  with  a  multitude  of  loathfome 
wretches,  and,  thus  abandoned  by  the  world, 
he  was  given  up  to  defpair.  Of  confequence, 
few  that  were  confined  ever  recovered  ;  and 
as  no  one,  at  the  beginning  of  the  diforder, 
thought  of  burning  the  clothes  of  tHofe  who 
died,  the  contagion  fpread^ery  faft. 

Perfons  of  diftin^lion,  and  even  fome  per- 
fons in  authority,  fled  to  the  country.  Num- 
bcrlefs  riots,  enfued ;  and  iphuman  robberies 
are  faid  to  have  been  committed.  One  (hocking 
fpecies  of  oppreffion  is  reported  to  have  been 
pradifed  by  fome  inferior  officers.  If  they  bore 

^  ill-will 
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ill-will  agaihft  any  one,  or  vf^nted  a  bribe,  they 
threatened  to  accufehim  of  having  the  plague. 
The- plague^  itfelf  was  not  more  formidable  to 
the  poor  people,  than  the  inhumanity  with 
which  the  fick  were  treated;  and  rather  than 
fubmit  to  it,  they  gave  all  they  had  to  fatisfy 
the  avarice  of  their  rapacious  tyrants.  The 
coofcquence  of  this  was,  that  many  perfons 
adually  difeafed  went  about  at  large;  and 
mkny  in  good  health  fufFered  dreadful  con* 
finement. 

. '  Meantime  the  peftilence  became  more  and 
more  violent,  fo  that  the  people  were  driven 
to  diftradlion ;  and  receiving  little  ailiilance 
from  their  rulers,'  they  had  recourfe  to  fuper- 
fiition.  A  certain  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
was  reported,  by  fome  mercenary  priefts,  to 
poffefs  Angular  efficacy  in  curing  and  pre- 
yenting  the  diftemper.  Crowds  both  of 
healthy  and  difeafed  perfons  flocked  to  this 
hallowed  phyfician ;  nor  were  they  niggardly 
ia  their  gifts  and  oblations.  So  that  fome  of 
the  inferior  clergy,  no  lefs  thad  the  inferior 
officers,' derived  inhuman  gains  frOm  the  mi- 

ferits  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

* 

5  Ambrofius, 
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of  great  TTfflttF  acid  Hbeniity  of  (dsdwrnt; 
heading  the  coofeqatnctB^  sluA  ffaockedi  at  Hu^ 
mhmnaiuty  of  rhia  idfamons^eondufb)  6xidoah» 
Toumd,  by  removiiig  the  pidure,  to  prevctit 
hr  ThUi  how€V€ir>  produced  a;ii  cffdd*  vtrj/i 
different  from  what  he  expend.  The  pm){^ 
weve  csiragcd ;  t&eir  rage  wts  exia;rpetated 
lljr  the  infHgatioo  of  the  priefta ;.  tbejp  c!al« 
datmed  that  the  archbi(faop  wa&  a  Jew  and' a 
heretic ;  and  that  he  wa8  engaged  in.  a  hdiiffi 
confpiracy  with  the  phyficians  and  furgeons^ 
dgainft  wdiom  their  wrath  waa  dfo  hmdftdf 
to  deftroy  them.  la  this  furbus  ftate  oC 
miodi  about  ten  thoufaivd  of  them,  wtth«  tin 
Bfiult  and  outcry,  furrounded  a  church  wbentf 
tlie  good  archbilbop  wa&  performing  mafsl 
Md  putting  op  prayers  for  t&eir  wdfiKr& 
They  infifled^  thati^  he  &ould  come  outt  and 
jeftore  to  them  their  fevourite  idol.  Th< 
venerable  mati  appeared  :  he  was  af rayed^  id 
the  ioiemil  garb-c^  hia  office ;  his  grey  haii 
tvas  crowned  with  a  mitre;  he  bore  on;  his 
anh  a(  crofs ;  he  flood  on  fom«:flep$  ott  tbd 
eutfide-of  tb6  church}  and  was  about  toad^ 
drefs  them.     They  £eU  apon  hifn;.  smd  tbrdi 

him 
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him  in  pieces.  Rendered  frantic  by  this 
bloody  deed,  they  were  proceeding  to  fet 
open  all  the  peft-houfes, — to  let  oiit  the  dif- 
eafed, — and  maflacre  all  obnoxious  peKons. 

Mean  time  a  Ruffian  officer,  named  Yrep* 
kin,   wiih  great  refolution  and  prefence  of 
mind,  colledted  about  feventy  foldicrs :  thefe 
were  all  he  could  mufter :    he  alfo  got  two 
pieces  of  cariiioh  i  aiid  with  thefe  he  pbfted 
himfelf  at  the  entry  into  one  oiF  the  principal 
ftreets.     The  mob  advanced;  he  ordered hia 
men  to  fire;  they  did  fo ;  fome  of  the  riotera. 
were  killed :   liis  then  looked  difcotitented ; 
they  were  inclihed  to  mutiny :  "  is  it  pro- 
**  per/*  faidohe  of  them,  afluming  an  axrogant 
tone,  '^  tiiat  we  fhould  embrue  our  hands  in 
•*  the  blood  oJF  our  miferable  countrymen  1^ 
Yrepkin  made  no  other  reply  than  to  pltange 
his  fwdrd  in  his  bofom.     The  reft  were  con- 
founded;  they  obeyed  the  orders  of   their 
fpirited   leader,  and    difpelled   the  tumult  i 
not,    however^    without    the  bloodflied    of 
niany  hundred^. 

When  the  tidings  ciiiie  to  St,  Pcterflwl^gf 

tke  confternation  was  univerfal ;  the  Emprefa 

G  g  cried 
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tried  bitterly ;  and  Count  Orloff  Was  icnnie- 
dtatcly  appointed,  with  full  powers,  to  do 
'  fevcry  thing  for  the  reftoration  of  health,  and 
the  rc-eftabliftiment  of  the  public  tranquil- 
lity. He  accepted  of  the  ofiice  with  the  ut- 
nioft  alacrity ;  and  I  hear  his  labours  are 
likely  to  prove  effedual.  He  employs  all 
the  poor  people  in  public  works  without  the 
dty ;  and  by  keeping  them  cleanly,  and  ia 
frefli  air,  the  violence  of  the  diforder  i$  much 
abated.  It  i%  expefted  too,  that  much  advan- 
tage*wiH  be  derived  from  the  feverity  of  (he 
^ihten  '  '    •  . 

-  Tliere  is  no  appearance  6f'kt\f  pfcRilential 
diftemper  ia  this  city.  Every  precaution^ 
howeyeri  is-'ufed  againft  it:  the  comnjuhica- 
iion  with  Mofcow,  and  all  fufpedied  places,  i^ 
ititerruplted ;  vinegar  is  burnt  in  great  quanti- 
ties  in  every  houfe ;  and  the  litmofl:  attention 
ife  paid  id  tTie  health  of  the  lower  ranks.  Yet 
it'»*not  very  pleafant  to  be  within  two  or 
Ai-ecf- -days  journey  of  fo  dreadful  a.  neigb- 
bour,    AdieUk 
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LETTER     LiV.     (Extracts. ' 


..t;. 


Ar^pwcr  to  an.Obje^ion  fon^erning^Jhf^  J^Or 
tioml  CbaraSlcr  of  thf,,l^uffi(^nu .  ;.  , 

*  *  ♦  TNDEED,Sir,.Imuft,ftaircteiitmr 
-*-  opuik)n>  that  the  i&qfiiftm^^iirjg^ 
i>eral,  fliew  a  great  deal  <xf  ilI-rcgulated;feol^- 
bility.  This  is  a  charsKSbcr  which  you  may 
4^tan  fee  exemplified  ia  individiialsc  ®ut  I 
fi^pofe  Ruffia  is  the  only  country  wh^ire  k  is 
fo  general  as  to  become  a  leading-  feature  ia 
the  national  chara<5er.  If  ap^ars,  I  think,  in 
the  volatility  of  the  Ruffians,  in  their  ficfcte- 
nefs,  and  fudden  tranfitions  from  one  affec- 
tion, or  one  ftate  of  mind,  to  another.  They 
have  been  branded  with  perfidy ;  yet  I  am 
apt  t6  believe,  that  the  appearances,  in  favour 
of  fuch  a  charge,  may  often  be  traced  to  the 
changes  and  caprices  jof; .  irregjajw;  fie^Htig.^ 
Nor  is  it  an  ob|€(ai€ai,^:tb!at,  .in^.psxany^.ia- 
ftances,  they  difcqver  ftrqog  fyn^toms  of  ia- 
G  g  2  humanity. 
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humanity.      You  will  agree  with  me,  if  you 
recoiled  that  fueling  add  fenfibllity  may  lead 
men  to  refentoxenf   and  indignation;    thefe 
emotions  may  appear  qujte  proper ;    and  if 
fo  in  minds  unaccuilomed  to  refledion,  their 
Tiolent  exceflcs  will  fufFer  little   reftraiot; 
this  18  ftill  more  the  cafe,  when  the  manners 
of  men  are  rude  and  undifciplined.     Perfons 
of  grt?at  fenfibilityt  or,  Jn  other  words,  perfons 
very  apt  to  be  moyedj  even  in  periods  of  re- 
finement, unlefs  their  pailions  be  under  due 
'management,  arje  more  in  danger  of  being 
tranfported  by  virulent  and  inhuman  vehe<- 
mence,  than  perfons  of  a  colder  and  lefa  affec- 
tionate temper.  The  Greeks  were  a  people  of 
more  fenfibility  than  the  Romans  ;  yet  a  fa- 
gacious  obfcrver,  and  excellent  judge  of  hu* 
man  nature,  and  withal  an   admirer  of  the 
Gree;ks,  reprefents  them  as  more  fanguinary 
and   inhuman.      **  Hoc  egit  civis  Romanu^ 
^*  <wf/tf  te  nemo.'     Extemi  ifti  funt   mares. 
"  U/que  ad  fanguinem  incitari  Jolet  odium  aut 
!^  levium  Gracorum^  aut  immanium  barbara^ 

•    l*he  feirfils    and  phrafes    of  endearment 
amoiig  th«' Ruffians  are  as-  extravagant,  as 

-*•  •  CkewproLxgariOr 

they 
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they  are   grofs  artii   violent  in  their  sbiife. 
The   fofinefs  and  copicmfneft   of  their  Ian-' 
guage  too,  are  in  favour  of  my  opihibn.— ^ 
In  a  word,  give  then^  feadinefs,   give  them 
firmnefs  of  mind,   either    by    motaf  (*5*^lx-^ 
derations^  or  by  a  regard, to  thtif  own  iAt<t-  ' 
reft ;  teach  them  trt  aft  from  fixe3  pFTnctjple^^^ 
and  as  they  are  an  animated^  you  would  fodn 
feg  ih^ifi  a  rcfpe£table,  peppk.- 1*  *  *^  '  • 
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'^  LETTER    LV. 

Remarks  on  the  prefent  Situation  of  the  Jews^ 
DEATl*Sf  Ri  • 

T  FLATTER  myfelf  I  fhall  veiy  foon  have 

*  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  ia  Englaad% 

♦  *  *  * 

Mean  time,  as  you  are  a  Ipver  of  hiftorical 
enquiries,  I  fend  you  inclofed  fome  Remarks 
on  the  prefent  Situation  of  the  Jeivs.  They 
were  given  me  by  a  fcnfible  and  ingenious 
friend,  in  confequence  of  fome  fliort  bbferva* 
tions  of  mine  on  the  fame  fubjedtf. 

The  Fate  of  the  Jews,  fince  their 
conqueft  by  the  Romans,  is  one  of  the  moft 
lingular  events  we  meet  with  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  world.  A  conquered  people  have  ge- 
nerally been  cither  extirpated  by  their  con- 
querors, or  have  been  Ae^  by  them  to  enjoy 
certain  laws  and  privileges,  or,  mixing  with 

t  Sec  Lcucr  XV* 

5  •  their 
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r^cir  conqwrars,  IjavR  v^tefi  afl^  been  IMMf 
ed  together.     Ti\e  SaxQa.^,.  wbea-  t^iey  CQRr 
:^uered  Engl^ind,  €K$irpate4  the  .Qjtivea,  i^ 
they  ceafcd  tp  fee;  a  pedfde.     The  NoroiMli 
ip^red  the  liv«is  .^f  the  S^iScpna,  and  the  two 
people  unitif^,  ffif  (Jiftin^icai  between  thew 
was  quickly  loft.     But  the  jews,  after  they 
were  cooquered  hy  the;RdfflMUDay  being  4if- 
pcrfcd  iqrto  die  moft.>dift2N»t  .^connttries,  witht 
out  any  afFociation  together,  or  without  any 
common  boad-^f  shion  to  iittaich  tihem  to  one 
country,  or  to  ooc  iForm  of  government,  ha¥6 
.femairned  diftin^:reparate>adtid  divided  frodi  ^ 
the  reft  of  world.;    and  no  wtrere  do  they 
ieem  to  faa^e  been  blended  witli  the  nations 
in  whofe  cowitry  lliey  .kd^te  had. their  x^Q^ 
dpnce.    In  vai^  would  we.  accoi^nt  fer.,thi# 
froqi  the  prophetic  defcripdoja$vQf  theifr^|ua^ 
tion  contained  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures.    Tl|e 
bare   prophecies   could    never    produce   the 
€!Vdht.     It  is  enough,-  if  thofe  propheci^  have 
#>retoId  an  .event,  which  ^k  feems   to  hard 
.been  beyond  th(i  utmoft*j»weroriiul««H>#$» 
ti>forefee.'  To  account  f<3^Uhte  i^vetft*  frti^ 
«iy  fuperfta^tttJEt  caufe,  m\ift ^-b^  eqddUy -i^n* 
finisfaaory,      R  is    not  {j^bbable  thai  ^od^ 
•though  he^  lAaf  r'fof  >ift'^i]ku*|toifes/  fek^^^^ 
G|;4  tended 
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tended  that  the  Jews  (hoyld  remain  in  thif 
iituatipny  would  chufe  to  effeduate  this  by' 
means  different  from  his  other  operations  in 
the  world ;  and  this  is  an  account  which  no 
pne,  defirousof  a  folutiob^  can  reft  upon  ^itl^ 
any  tolerable  degree  of  fatisfadion.        ^.    >; 

But  the  circumftance  of  the  Jews  haying 
remained  a  fcparatc  people,  difunited  fronj 
every  nation  in  vhofe  country  they  lived,  is 
not  the  only  thing  that  is  Angular  in  theic 
hiftory.  Another  very  particular  circum- 
ftance  in  their  hiftory  is,  their  having  beei> 
almoft  every  where  of  the  fame  profeffion. 
The  Jews,  wherever  fituated,  and  in  what- 
ever c<>untry  difperfed,  have  conftantly  beei> 
inerchants;  and  if  you  fpeak  of  a  Jew,  the 
idea  of  a  merchant  is  immediately  called  up 
along  with  it. 

A  third  circumftaqce  vpry  p^^l:tic^lar  in  the 
fitua^tipp  of  the  Jews  i^  their  number.  It  is 
pt>kfyp^  by  Mr.  Ad4iron,  in  a  paper  in  the 
Spe^ator  upon  |he  fubjea^  th»t. the  Jews  are- 
at  prefent  a^  nqmefojis  as  they  lyprc  fprmerly. 
^1  jtbe  land  of  Canaan ;  and  that  %h\»  is  very 

w<»^P^>  y^^^^  y^?  ,cpnf}^ei:  the.  dreadful 

(laughter 
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flaughtcr  made  of  them  under  fome  of  the 
Roman  Emperors,  their  difperiion,  and  the 
Jnumerable  ipaflkcres   and  perfecutions  thejr' 
Jiaye  fiace  uadergoQe. 

A  fourth  circ^imftance,  which  may  be  cout 
^dered  particular  \vith  regard  to  the  Jews  in 
their  charades  The  Jews,  wherever  they 
have  gone,  have  ever  held  onje  uniform  cha^ 
jader.  They  have  conftantly,  without  ex* 
ception,  been  confidered  as  a  deceitful  and  j^ 
yile  people. 

Tp  endeavour  to  give  foine  ajccount  of 
^hofe  peculiarities  in  the  fituation  of  the  Jews, 
is  propofed  in  the  following  remarks ;  which 
fhall  be  chiefly  confined  to  the  fituation  of 
thole  Jewp  who  have  fixed  their  refidencc  in 
Europe^ 

Firft,  with  regard  to  their  having  remain- 
ed a  feparate  and  diftin£t  people,  never 
mingling  or  blending  with  thofe  nations  . 
among  whom  they  lived.  One  principal  ^ 
pufe  of  this  appears  to  have  arifeo  f ronji,  the^  C 
peculiar  nature  of  their  religion.  The  relfc-  .;. 
gion  ofthe  Jews  was  fuch,  that  they  coukl-. 
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oot  poffibly  retain  it,  unlefe  tbey  remaia€4 
feparate  aad  diftind.     The  moment  they  in* 
termingled,  or  intermarried  wi^  any  jOthdr 
nation,    it  behoved   them    to  abfiindod  in4> 
forfake  it.     The  religion   of  the  Jews  was 
peculiar  to  themfelves ;  it  was  peculiar  to  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael ;  it  was  difeded  fcileiy 
to  the  children  of  Abraham  j  and  was  a  teli* 
gion  which  could  fcarcely  be  adopted  by  any 
other  people,      Befides,  the  government  of 
Ae  Jews  was  founded  on  their  religion  ;  nay^ 
made  a  part  of  it ;  and,  unlefs  they  retained 
jhat  government^  as  inftituted  at  firft  by  Mofes, 
thiey  could  not  jetain  their  religious  princi- 
ples.    The  theocracy,  the  priefthood,  vefted 
in  the  Tribe  of  Levi  j   nay,  eyery  article  of 
their  private  law,  wa§  an  article  of  rejigion, 
and  believed  to  be  delivered  by  God  to  Mofe^ 
from  the  Mount.     Hence  the  neceffity  this 
people  lay  under   of  remaining    a  diftind: 
people,  fo  long  as  they  f  etjaiAcd  their  religion. 
ThiB  is  a  circumftance  which  diftingui^bes  the 
jewifli  from  almoft  every  other  religion.     A 
troteftant  may  remain. a  Proteftapt  wherever 
^e  lives,  whether   he   iqtermingle  or   unite 
with  the  peojple  where  he  lives,  or  not.     JESut 
a  Jew^  the  moment  he  does  this>  gives  up  his 

religion^ 
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rrfigion,  andibrftits  all  the  bleffmgs  which 
^re  promifed  to  his  nation,  or  which  belong 
%Q  h>6 ,  particular  tribe.  God's  chofen  and 
well-beloved  people  reckon  themfelves  the 
only  people  on  earth  worthy  his  protedioti 
and  defence.  Upon  this  foundation  they 
defpife  the  Gentiles,  they  value  themfelves  as 
being  the  fons  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  • 
and,  in  order  to  obtain  the  bleflings  promifed 
to  each  particular  fcftt  they  remain  feparate 
and  diftind,  and  every  Jew  can  number  up 
his  anceftoESj  In  a  dire£l  line  from  himfelf  to 
Abraham.  Particular  bleflings  were  pro- 
mifed to  thetn  and  them  alone ;  and  the  long 
cxpeded  M^ffiah  was  prophefied  to  the 
Jewifli  nation  only ;  and  when  he  came,  he 
Wlas  to  be  of  th?  Tribe  of  Judah. 

Another  circumftance  which  accounts  for 

the  Jews  having  never  united  or  intermixed 

^  with*  the  nations  among  whom  they  lived  is, 

ithe  avcrfion  which,  from  the  particularity  of 

theijr  fituation,  they  muft  have  entertained  td 

all  the  nations  among  whom  they  inhabited, 

and  which  thofe  nations  muft,  in  their  turn, 

have  had   to  thetn.     This  mutual  averfioii 

muft' hate  fepijir^ed  them  more  and  more; 

^     .;  and 

4.   », 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4«o  ANECDOTES  OF  THE 

and  muft  have  tended  ftHl  further  to  keeip  thft^ 
Jews  a  feparate  and  diftind:  people.     Aftct' 
the  eftabliflbment  of  Ghriftianity,  it  is  by  rio 
means  wonderful,  thai  the  Jews  fhould  have' 
been  the,  objefts  of  hatred  and  antipathy  to 
the  people  ampng  .whom  they  lived.     The'^ 
Jewilh  religion  being  allowed  by  all  Chrillia^s  ' 
to  be  of  divine  origin,  though  the  orAf  ondi^ 

4    ■ 

except  their  own,  which  could  claim  this  prii* 
vilege,  they  were  naturally  led  to  cdnfider  the  '^ 
Jews    as  the  ipoft  formidaWe  antagottiftfe  t^  ^ 
Ghriftianity.     Both  boafting  of  a  religion  of  a  - 
divine  origiq,  the  acJdijLion  of  a  newand  laitcr: 
jevelation,   being  the  only  cirpumftaqoe  bf  - 
which  the  Cbriftians  pould  fupport  their  do:  r 
viation  from  the  principles   and  religbn  of 
the  Jews,  they  were  naturally  apt  to  coitfider 
thofe  as  their  greateft  enemies,  v/ho,  coming 
•fo  near  themfelve8,,and  allowing  part  of  the 
religion  which  they  poflefled  to  be  divine,  rc- 
fufed  to  acknowledge  thefe  later  articles  which 
they  deemed  the  moft  important.  Befides,  being 
of  the  fame  country  with  the  Author  of  Chrift^- 
ianityjhaving  had  opportunity  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  miracles  which  he  perform*^- 
ed,  and  the  other  proofis  which  he  gave  of  the 
jdivinity  of  his  miflion/  it  was  natural  that  the 

♦  CJ^rifti?^n$ 
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Chriftians  fliould  entertain  an  averfion  to  a 
people,  who  were  not  only  of  a  religion  diif^ 
fcrenc  from  their  own,  but  who,  favoured 
with  all  rihefe  circuftances,  continued  to  deny 
thofe  mighty  works  which  had  been  wrought 
among  thern^  But,  above  all,  it  was  the 
people  of  this  nation  who  had  brought  to  the 
TBoft  cruel  and  infamous  death  the  Son  of 
G6d>  and  the  founder  of  the  Chriftian  fyflem. 
The -people  concerned  in  this  tranfadion  were 
'BOW,  indeed,  long^fince buried  in  their  graves; 
but  their  children  ftill  remained  a  living  ex* 
am{de  of  their  wretchednefs  ;  nay,  they  ftill 
perfifted  in  approving  of  the  deed,  and  conti- 
nued to  glory  in  what  had  been  done.  Wc 
may  add  to  this;  that  the  fury  which  formerly 
feized  the  .Chriftians>  of  making  crufades  to 
the  Holy  Land,  tended  to  keep  up  their  anti- 
pathy to  the  Jews;  and,  at  every  new  expedi- 
tion, the  Jews  were  fure  to  feel  the  efFeds  of 
their  religious  zeal.  The  Englifli  hiftory 
alone  is  n  fufficierit  proof  of  the  oppreflions 
which  the  Jews  fufFered ;  and  thefe  were  all 
laid  to  the  charge  of  their  difference  in  reli- 
gion. It  is  no  wonder  then  that  the  Jews 
ihould  entertain  an  averfion  to  the  religion 
and  people  with  whom  they  lived  j  and  that, 
rj       «  •  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


46z  ANECDOTES   OF   THK 

in  thefe  circumftsinc^s,  thisy  ihould  be  ttwrfi 
rivetted  in  their  own  religious  principles  aq^ 
cuftoms.  Befides,  that  ftubbornneft  fa  na- 
tural to  mankind  in  certain  circumfiance«, 
which  makes  them*  refolvcd  not  to  give  up 
their  opinions  to  fuperidr  force,  they  would 
be  apt  to  confider  thofe  oppreffions  as  the  efr 
feds  of  the  greateft  depravity  and  blindnefs  j 
and  they  would  efteem  themfelves  as  fuflfering 
in  the  caufe  of  God  and  religion.  H^d  the 
Jews  been  treated  like  other  people,—had 
they  been  allowed  to  enjoy  the  fame  privi- 
leges and  immunities  with  the  other  inhabit*' 
ants  of  the  countries  in  which  they  livied9  it 
is  not  probable  that  they  would  have  remain* 
ed  fo  long  a  feparate  and  diltind:  people. 
Their  own  ancient  manners  would  naturally 
have  begun  to  have  hdd  lefs  influence  upon 
their  minds ;  and  they  would  hav«  been  gra- 
dually interchanged  for  the  manners  of  their 
neighbours :  but  the  bad  trc^mtM  they  mttt 
with,  inflead  of  afTimilating  ihemi  to  the 
people  among  whom  tiiey  lived,  £eTvkd  to 
preferve  that  difguft  and  tho&  ptejudicies 
which  it  was  natural  for  them  at  firft  to  ea** 
tertain  againfl  them,  and  to  confirm  them  in 
their  obflinacy  in  mnintaining  their  :anpieat 

errors. 
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tirror®.  The  J«w»i  feparatedand  difperfed 
j&oiti  one  attGtber,  bad  ha  head,  no  regular 
ibciety  or  }uh6tk>%  w  fup|>ort  or  confirm  one 
itootteer  in  their  hotions  ?  but  the  bad  treat- 
iftient  they  ihet  with  fervcd  the  fame  end,  and 
aiiit^d  inore  ^lofely  thofe  who  inhabited  the 
fitme  coy^ntry. 

I  BOW  proceed  to  confider  thofe  circum- 
fiaqeeB  ii?hich  may  account  for  the  Jews  being 
all  of  one  profefFioti ;  and  this  appears  ta 
kaive  arifen  from  the  fituatioa  in  which  £tt- 
ir^pe-was  about  the  timei,  and  for  a  confidera*- 
ble  lime  after,  the  firft£»tUement8  of  the  Jews% 
Europe,  the  greateft  pant  of  it  at  leaA,  was  for 
a  l00g  time  rude  and  barbarous.  War  waa 
the^only  prpfeffiqn  which  w«b  looked  upon  aft 
bonouittble  or  reputable.  Conunerce,  and 
every,  art  cooneAed  with»  or  fabitrvieat  to  it^ 
'  was  coafider^d  a^  me^ua  «nd  unworthy.  No 
drcumftance  tends  to  diftinguifh  an  early 
from  an  improved  age^  more  than  that  fupe- 
rior  honour  whieh  is^paid  to  thofe  who  follow 
the  art  of  wa5r,  and  the  difgrace  which  i& 
dirown  upon  evbry  other.  Men  in  early  ages» 
ajccftftomed  to  military  atchievements,  and 
^tedi  with  high:  ideas  of  heroifin  and  honour^ 
6  are 
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are  naturally  af^  to  conficUr  ia  a  mean  ana 
defpicable  light  the  more  peaceable  and  fafe 
employments  of  the  mecbame,  the  manufac* 
turef ,  or  the  merehant ;  and  the  whole  affair 
of  commerce  is  coniidered  as  a  profeSion 
founded  on  injuftiee  and  opprtfflion^i  aiid  by 
which  men  live  by  taking  advajat9g«  of  the 
wants  and  neceilities  of  other^i 

Thus,  amohg  the  Greeks  arid  RoiJisltiS,  if 
Was  reckoned  a  difgrace  for  a  free  man  to  h& 
employed  in  a  mechanical  art.  In  the  faihc! 
manner,  among  all  the  nations  in  EurbpCj 
mechanics  were  held  in  contempt,  and  mer- 
chandize was  in  the  greatcft  difrepute.  .  The!^ 
borrowing  money  upon  intereft,  a  thing 
without  which  trade  cannot  be  carried  dn^ 
Was  looked  upon  as  the  groffeft  iftjufticfe.  In 
early  ages,  before  the  introdiidion  of  coHt- 
merce,  men  never  borrowed  but  when  in  need 
of  money  to  fupply  their  neceffities,  ot  the 
common  expences  of  life.  To  take  advin* 
tage  of  thefe  neceffities,  by  refufing  to  lend 
without  a  premium,  was  confidered  as  an  ifi« 
juftice  by  which  men  took  advantage  of  the! 
neceffities  of  others.  After  commerce  is  in-* 
troduced,  when  men  begia  to  borrow  moneys 
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not  to  fupply  their  neceffitics,  but  with  a 
view  to  profit  and  to  increafe  their  fortune^ 
the  lending  money  may  theii  be  defended 
upon  all  the  principles  of  juftice;  yet  men's 
prejudice  againft  this  fpecies  of  traffic,  from 
the  influence  of  cuftom,  ftill  remains ;  and. 
the  taking  of  intereft  branded  with  the 
odious  name  of  ufury,  is  ftill  prohibited 
and  accounted  injuftice.  The  fevereft  laws 
were  made  in  Europe  againft  it;  the  ca- 
non law,  from  the  influence  of  the  caufes 
above-mentioned,  which  were  increafed  by 
the  authority  of  Ariftotle's  philofophy,  per- 
mitted no  Chriftian  to  receive  intereft ; 
and  the  municipal  fecondcd  the  prohibition 
of  the  canon  law. 

From  thefe  caufes,  the  lending  of  money 
upon  intereft,  the  carrying  on  of  every  mo- 
ney trahfa^aipn,  and  almpft  every  branch  of 
bufinefs,  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Chriftians,  and  was  engrofled  by  the  Jews. 
Hated  already,  and  defpifed  by  the  people 
among  whom  they  lived,  making  light  of  any 
additional  hatred  or  contempt  which  the  pro* 
feflSon  of  a  merchant  could  bring  upon  them, 
and  taught  by  their  religion  that  ic  was  no 
H  h  crime 
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crime  to  take  ufury  from  a  ftranger,  they  eiSr- 
gaged  in  thofe  branches  of  bufinefs  which  na 
other  perfon  in  the  country,  who  valued  hi^ 
reputation  or  charader,  would  engage  in. 
Devoid  of  the  military  fpirit,  becaufe  they 
had  nothing  to  roufe  it,  and  the  more  clofely 
attached  to  their  own  intereft,  that  they  were 
ffecluded  from  the  fociety  of  the  people  among 
whom  they  lived,  they  were  almoft  the  only 
perfons,  for  a  long  time,  who  followed  the 
profeffion  of  a  merchant;  and  by  mean^ 
thereof  they  generally  amaffed  prodigious 
cftates.  Joined  to  their  being  the  only  per*- 
fons  who  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  this  pro- 
feffion, the  high  intereft  of  money;  which 
fometimes  even  amounted  to  50  per  cent,  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  vaft  fortunes  which 
they  were  enabled  to  acquire. 

The  circumftances  which  have  been  noW 
mentioned,  as  they  account  for  the  Jews  hav- 
ing been  merchants,  will  likewife  help  to  giv6 
fome  additional  reafons  for  the  other  peculiar 
rity  in  their  fituation,  viz.  their  having  (b 
long  remained  a  feparate  and  diftinfl:  people. 
It  has  been  fhewn,  that  the  Jews  were  the  na- 
tural obje^s  of  odium  to  the  people  among 
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>Pvhom  they  lived  ;  that  this  circumftance,  while 
it  drew  upon  them  many  hardfhipsand  perfe- 
cations,  fo  it  rendered  them  more  and  more 
averfe  to  unite  and  conned  themfelves  with 
thofe  people  by  whom  they  fufferetl  thefe 
perfecutions.  But  this  maltreatment  of  the 
Jews  will  not  of  itfelf  fufficiently  account  foe 
their  perfeverance  iti  their  religion,  and  their 
attachment  to  each  other.  Had  their  perfe^ 
verance  only^xpofed  them  to  evils  and  cala^ 
mities,  it  is  not  to  be  believed  that  it  would 
have  continued;  Men  may  for  a'  while  per-? 
fift  in  their  oppofition  to  the  crueleft  perfecu- 
tions j  and  inftead  of  putting  an  end  to  theit 
xeal,  it  fliay  incrcafe  it;  but  the  mprc  cool 
Ticws  of  inteccft  will,  in  procefs  of  time,  get 
the  better  of  the  more  violent,  and,  of  confe-^ 
quence,  lefs  permanent  principle  of  zeal* 
The  fathers  may:  rjetain  their  ancient  opi- 
nionsr  but  the  childrejEi  will  be  apt  to  forfak« 
them;» 

We  have  now  feen,  that  ,evils  and  ca- 
lamities were  not  the  only  things  whiclj 
attended  the  Jews,  on  account  of  their  reli- 
gion ;  but  from  their  perfeverance  thereinj 
and  in  the  do<arine3  of  their  fathers,  they 
Hh  2  reaped 
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reaped  many  and  fignal  advantages.  By  a 
fortuitous  coincidence  of  circumftances,  the 
perfecution  and  ill-ufage  which  they  met 
with,  and  the  advailtages  which  they  reaped 
from  tHeir  religion  and  country,  would  both 
have  the  fame  eS'ed,  and  would  tend  to  make 
them  continue  attached  to  their  religion  and 
people,  and  averfe  to  mingle  and  unite  with 
ether  nations.  '  When  they  were  haraffed 
and  oppreffed  by  the  Chriftians,  they  would 
confider  ihemfelves  as  fufFering  in  the  caufe 
of  God,  and  the  confideration  of  this  would 
attach  them  ftrongly  to  their  religion ;  when, 
from  the  circumftance  of  their  being  of  that 
religion,  they  amafled  great  fortunes,,  they 
would  jconfider  thefe  as  the  reward  of  their 
perfeverance  ;  and  ready  to. .  fink  under 
the  ill-ufage  they  met  with,  they  would 
copifort  themfelves  under  the  view  of  more 
profperous  circumftances,  and  of  amaffingftill 
greater  fortunes;  not  to  mention  that  the 
Jews,  having  no  other  obje£t  to  attra£l  their 
attention  or  engage  their  thoughts,  would 
naturally  become  intercfted,  and  piit  a  high 
value  on  their  riehes.  The  perfecutions  they 
met  with,  were  likewUe  chiefly  of  that  kind 
*  which 
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\vhich  made  them  put  the  greater  valine  on 
the  advantages  they  received  from  their  reli- 
gion. The  averfion  of  the  Chriftians  to  the 
Jews^  while  it  led  the  Chriftians  to  opprefs 
them,  ferved  at  the  fame  time  to  gratify  ano- 
ther ftrong  principle. in  the  human  mind,  their 
avarice.  The  ill-Vv^ill  of  the  Chriftians  was 
chiefly  exerted  in  robbing  and  plundering  the 
Jewsof  their  great  eftates.  This  circumftancc 
muft  have  had  a  confiderable  influence  in  at-^ 
taching  them  to  their  religion.  It  was  the 
poverty  or  neceflity  of  the  Chriftians  which 
led  them  to  attack  the  fortunes  of  the  Jews ; 
it  was  the  riches  of  the  Jews  which  expofed 
them  to  thefe  attacks.  The  continual  com  pa- 
rifon  of  thofe  different  fituations  would  maks 
the  Jews  always  give  the  preference  to  their 
own.  It  was  to  their  religion  they  owed 
being  fo  much  richer  than  the  people  about 
them  ;  and  the  worft  that  could  befal  them, 
was  to  be  ftripped  of  thofe  poiTeffions,  and  to 
be  reduced  to  fortunes  fimilar  to  thofe  of  their 
neighbours.  By  becoming  converts  to 
Chriftianity,  they  loft  at  once  all  the  advan- 
tages of  procuring  large  fortunes,  whereas, 
by  remaining  in  their  aniient  perfuafiop,  they 
H  h  3  had 
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had  dill  a  chance  of  freeing  themfclvcs  from 
the  plunder  of  their  enemies;  Attached  to 
no  one  country  more  than  anojther,  if  ever  the 
perfecution  raifed  againft  them  becatne  fo  hot 
as  to  deftrpy  all  the  advantages  of  their  re- 
maining in  the  country  where  they  refided» 
they  quickly , left  it ;  and  finding  means,  by 
the  invention  of  bills  of -exchange,  to  remove^ 
their  effeds,  they  fettled  in  fome  other  coun- 
try where  they  could  live  with  greater  fafet^. 
This  happened  in  England  during  the  reign 
of  one  of  the  Edwards  ;  and  fince  that  time, 
Mr.  Hume  obferves,  very  few  of  that  nation 
have  ever  lived  in  England. 

Thefe  remarks  may  give  fonie  account  of 
the  caufes  of  the  particular  fituation  of  the 
Jews.  Their  having  fo  long  remained  a  fe- 
parate  and  diftind  people,  and  attached  fo 
clolely  to  their  religion,  feems  to  have  arifen, 
fifft,  from  the  nature,  of  that  religion,  the 
very  exiftence  of  which  depended  on  its  vo- 
taries continuing  a  feparate  people.  2dly,  It 
feems  to  have  arifen  from  the  averfion  whieh 
took  place  between  them  Imd  the  people 
among  whom  they  lived,  and  thehardftiipsand 
perfecutions  they  met  vvith>  which  increafed 
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that  hatred  and  -diflike.    jdly,  It  appear*,  that 
it  may  be  alfo  in  part  accounted  for,  from  cer- 
tain advantages  which  they  reaped  frpm  coor  ^ 
tinuiqg  attached  to  their  reli^ioa  and  peor* 

The  fecond  peculiarity  mendoned  in  the 
.iitu^tion  of  the  Jews,  has  alfo  been  accounted 
for,  viz.  their  having  been  merchants,  from 
the  particular  fituation  of  the  countries  in 
.which  they  lived,  whifeh  prevented  other  men 
from  being  merchants,  or  laid  them  under 
grc^t  difad vantages  if  they  fpllowed  that  prp- 
feffion. 

With  regard  to  tjie  third  clrcumffarice, 
cnentioned  as  Angular  in  the  fituation  of  the 
jews,  viz.  their  great  number,  perhaps  it 
may  be  afcribed  to  their  being  merchants 
aqd  the  wealth  and  ppylence  which  the  exer- 
cife  of  that  profeffion  produced.  It  is  an  ob- 
fervaiion,  the  truth  of  which  will  not  be  dij> 
jputed,  and  which  has  been  lately  well  illuf- 
trated  by  fome  en^inent  writers,  that  the  pp- 
puloufnefs  of  a  people  depends  on  its  means 
pf  fvixfiilence;  and  that,  in  (hort,  wherever 
^      H  h  4  people 
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people?  have  enough  to  maintain  a  family, 
they  will  get  a  family ;  and  that  where  this 
is  the  cafe,  the  nation  rauft  increafe  in  its 
numbers.  Now,  the  Jews  becoming  rich 
and  wealthy,  had  fubfiftence  fufficient.  They 
had  more ;  they  were  richer  than  their  neigh- 
bours around  them ;  and,  as  they  increafed 
their  connexions  became,  of  courfe,  more 
and  more  numerous. 

The  fourth  circumftance,  which  was  men- 
tioned as  particular  with  regard  to  the  Jews, 
was  the  unfavourable  charafter  uniformly 
given  of  them.  The  remarks  which  have 
been  made,  will  help  to  give  fome  account  of 
this.  To  which  may  be  added  the  juft  obfer- 
vation,  that,  to  treat  men  with  infamy,  is  the 
fure  way  to  make  them  deferveit. 

Upon  the  whole,  thefe  caufes,  if  they  can- 
not account  for  the  events,  may,  at  leaft,  give 
room  for  enquiry  upon  the  fubjedl:.  It  muft 
be  confeffed,  however,  that  the  influence  of 
thefe  caifesfeems  noiv  to  be  near  an  endi  The 
principles  of  toleration  that  have  now  takea 
place,  have,  in  fortie  meafu re,  moderated,  at 
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leaft,  men's  averfion  to  the  Jews;  and  the  im*^ 
provctnents  of  a  more  enlightened  age  hav6 
made  men  form  better  and  more  worthy  no^ 
tioris  of  all  the  tranfaftions  of  commerce. 
Thefe  Remarks  have  chiefly  been  confined 
to  the  fituation  of  the  Jews  who  have  fettled 
in  Europe.  With  regard  to  the  Jews  who 
have  fettled  in  other  countries,  it  (hall  only  be 
obferved  in  general,  that  the  fame  caufes  which 
account  for  the  fmgular  fituation  of  the  Jews 
in  Europe,  will  account  for  it  likewife  elfe- 
where.  The  Jewifti  religion  is  oppofite  to 
the  Mahometan  and  Pagan,  as  well  as  to  the 
Ghriftian ;  and  there  feems  indeed  to  have  been  . 
fomething,  both  in  the  religious  and  political 
inftitutions  and  cuftomsof  the  Jews,  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  which  ferved  to  detach  them,  and 
to  render  them  odious  to  every  other  people 
in  the  world.  The  fame  caufes  will  likewife 
account  for  their  being  merchants  :  befides, 
it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  Alexandria  was 
the  place  to  which  moft  of  the  Jews,  who  did 
not  inhabit  Europe,  reforted ;  but  the  fitua^ 
tion  of  Alexandria  was  fuch  as  peculiarly 
fitted  it  for  merchandize,  and  for  infpiring 
into  the  minds  of  a  people,  who  had  no  other 
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akj^  to  attach  thetn,  a  fondnef^  for  this  oc^ 
cupation.  Alexandria,  fituated  on  the  coaA 
of  the  Levant^  not  far  fromlthe  Red  Sea^  and 
near  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Nile»  lay  moft 
conveniently  for  carrying  pn  the  mer^haAdi^ 
i>f  India  and  of  all  thie  £ait 
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LETTER    LVL     (Extract.) 

journal  of  a  Voyage  from  Cronjladt  to 
Copenhagen. 


% 


Auguft  16th,    \1[/E  fet  fail  in  the  after- 
1772.  ^^     noon   for    England*. 

An  agreeable  evening;  a  brifk  wind;  the 
moonlight  glancing  upon  the  waves  ;  gentle 
lightning  darting  at  intervals  from  the 
bofom  of  a  whitf  cloud  :  the  woody  coaft  of 
Efthonia  calm  and  filent. 

Why  did  my  heart  throb,  and  my  tears 
ftart,  when  I  found  myfelf  in  an  Englifh  man 
of  war?  A  thoufand  images  of  friends  and 
coi}ntry  ruftied  on, my  mind.  O,  Nature! 
with  what  exquiiite  cords  doft  thou  bind  our 
hearts,  and  makeft  them  thrill  with  ineffable 
rapture  !  T leaned  over  the  fide  of  the  fhip, 
and  thought  of  Britain, 

*  Jo  the  Flora,  commanded  by  Mr.  now  Srr,  Geofge  Col- 
WtT,  who  didinguiihed  himfelf  in  the  laft  war  by  his  fervices 
tn  Am«nca»  ai)d  by  the  capture  of  the  Leocadia. 

6  Aug, 
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Aug,  17th.  We  paffed  Hogland :  a 
mountainous  and  heath-clad  ifland. 

Aug.  i8th— 29th,  Crofs  winds  all*  the 
way  from  the  Gulf  of  Finland :'  we  run  zig- 
zag from  Abo  to  Dantzig,  and  from  Dahtzig 
to  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia.  We  pafs  Gothland  ; 
its  fliorcs  are  involved  in  a  ftprm*  Mean- 
time the  failors  are  drowning  cats  and  goats  ; 
performing  facrifice,  half  in  jeft  and  half  in 
earneft>  to  the  devil.  There  is  more  poly- 
tbeifnii  in  the  world  than  is  commonly 
thought. 

Aug.  30th.  A  thoufand  bleffings  on  thy 
green  hills  and  rocky  fliores,  and  on  all  thy 
fons  and  daughters,  fair  and  pleafant  Born- 
holm  I  Though  thou  canil  not  boaft  of 
groves  and  trees,  yet  thy  verdure  is  lovely : 
and  ftiU,  to  the  weary  mariner,  may  it  feem 
fo!  StilU  as  to  us,  may  thy  gentle  gales 
come  in  place  of  impetuous  tempefts ! 

Sept.  I  ft.  We  paffed  the  Ifle  of  Ween; 
and  alfo  a  long  neck  of  land  that  forms  the 
Bay  of  Copenhagen.  We  left  to  the  leeward 
fifty-two  fail  of  merchantmen.     The  fcene 
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delightful :  it  exhibits  Copenhagen  lying  aC 
the  bottom  of  the  Bay,  ornamented  with  fe- 
yenconfiderablefteeples,and  a  number  of  leffer 
fpires ;  behind  it,  a  beautiful  green  eminence; 
the  fhoreon  each  fide  flat,  adorned  with  ver- 
di^re,  corn  fields,  houfes,  and  villages;  a 
multitude  of  veflels,  including  eight  fhips  of 
war,  belonging  to  different  nations,  lying  at 
anchor, 

Sept.  2d.  The  city  of  Copenhagen  is  ir- 
regularly and  too  clofely  built.  The  ftreets 
are  narrow  and  ill  paved;  the  houfes  are  of 
brick,  and  are  covered  with  tiles..  The  pa- 
lace is  a  heavy  inelegant  building:: .  and  th^ 
gardens  of  Rofenburg  exhibit,  nothing  but 
narrow  lanes  between  high  bedgps, .  apd  dull 
canals.  I  do  aiTure  you,  and  the  fad  may  be 
of  fervice  to  thofe  who  gaze  on  the  outfide 
of  a  palace  with  admiration,  that  in  a  room  in 
the  manfion  of  the  Danifli  Princes,  where 
we  were  told,  the  King  and  his  Minifters 
held  councils  of  ftate,  we  beheld — the  Royal 
Game  of  the  Goofe. 

The  Mufeum  contains  a  valuable  collec- 
tion of  natural  curiofities,  and  fome  good 
pidures.     Here   we  were  alfo  fhewn  (ome 

ivory 
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ivory  trJnkets  *  executed  by  a  Damffi  King; 
the  workmanfhip  was  indeed  fine  :  but  as  we 
were  looking  at  one  piece  that  confifted  of 
difFerent  parts  linked  together  by  little  ivory 
rings,  the  perfon  who  fhewed  it  accidently 
dropt  it  on'  the  floor:  it  was  fliivered  into  a 
thoufand  fragments.  We  were  filled  with 
confternation :  a  monument  of  royal  inge- 
nuity !  a  palladium  perhaps  of  the  Dani(h 
ftate! — ^'^  Never  mind  it,"  faid  our  good- 
natured  guide,  ^*  I  fhall  have  another  in '  its 
•*  place  to-morrow^'* 

The  other  curiofities  which  are  fhewn  to 
ftrangers,  are  the  dock-yard,  which  is  indeed 
very  noble  ;  and  the  heads  of  Struenfee  and 
Brandt,  which  arc  very  (hocking*  *  *  *♦ 
Adieu. 

Cras  ingens  tterahimus  aquor. 


THE     END. 
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errata: 

Page   25.  line  to.  fir' tender  read  rendeni 
311.  — —   6.  for  Allien  r^ad  fallen; 

370. 8.  dili  or. 

10.  ^r  without  dirguire,  f^or  Without 
difguife. 
411,  ««.»  3.  fir  flames  riodA^mc^ 
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